Growing Deep
Chapter 13, Pages 233-246
1. What is the most memorable sermon that you ever heard? What made it so memorable?
2. Attempt to reconcile Romans 3:10-18 with Jesus' statement in Matthew 5:20 that our righteousness must exceed that of the scribes and Pharisees or we will not enter heaven.  
3. Find three examples of God’s holiness in the Bible. What do they tell us about His holiness? 

4. What do we mean when we say that Jesus was our “penal substitute”? How is this significant? 
5. Define vicarious atonement. How is this significant?
6. Have you ever paid for something for a complete stranger? (Share the story). How about an enemy? (Share the story). 
7. Explain why Christ’s substitutionary death was necessary.

8. John is filled with word pictures describing our salvation. Jesus had many occasions to illustration his substitutionary deliverance while He was on earth. Read the following passages and elaborate on what Christ means by the pictures He presented. 
· The Living Water – John 4:1-45

· The Bread of Life – John 6:22-65

· The Resurrection and the Life – John 11:1-53

9. Can man do anything to earn his salvation? Explain your answer.
10. Work through 2 Corinthians 5:21. What does it mean to be made “the righteousness of God”? 

11. Work through Ephesians 2:1-3. Elaborate on what this tells us about our condition prior to salvation.
12. Some churches teach that one must be baptized to be saved. What do you believe? Support your answer with Scripture. Is there anything that we can do to earn our salvation? 

13. If salvation could be earned by our “works,” what does that tell us about the Cross? 

14. Answer in your own heart, “Have I accepted fully God’s free gift of redemption through faith in Jesus, or are there ways in which I am still trying to earn His redemption?”
