

			
“My memory is nearly gone; but I remember two things; That I am a great sinner, and that Christ is a great Saviour.”    John Newton

	It was like a moon landing or the Super Bowl or the most gripping reality TV show you’ve ever seen. The rescue of 33 miners from what had seemed like their tomb below the Chilean desert was the culmination of a mythic tale of death and resurrection that briefly unified the world in awed delight. After 69 long days — longer than some real-life reality TV shows — viewers were transfixed by a rolling climax of happy reunions. It’s a story that has elements that make for engrossing viewing or reading: men trapped underground; their anxious waiting families; a passionate nation; a resourceful, international rescue team. As it ended, there were laughs, hugs, tears and prayers. About 8.5 million viewers watched coverage of the first rescue late Tuesday on the three major cable networks, compared with an average audience for the preceding three hours of 6.2 million. Actor Michael Caine was “watching the happiest moment I've ever seen on TV,” according to his Twitter feed. "Miracles do happen," tweeted pop singer Justin Bieber. David Blaine, the showman who in 1999 was entombed in an underground plastic box for seven days, told CNN the miners' survival was “absolutely mind-blowing.” In New York, Chilean-born restaurant manager, Jaime Rodriguez, felt pride in his native land. Watching on his computer as the first miner surfaced, he says, "I cried a little bit." Seeing them emerge as if from death, “I felt a little like I was born again.” “They were trapped underground, in a place like hell itself — claustrophobic, dark, fetid — and they come up like they were resurrected,” said Robert Thompson, a professor of television and popular culture at Syracuse University.
	Yet, it could have had a much different ending...usually it does. Thousands of miners die from mining accidents each year. Most of the deaths occur in developing countries. The worst coal mining disaster in the world took place on April 26, 1942 in China, as a coal-dust explosion killed 1,549 miners working that day. 
	Maybe like me, when you first heard the news of the trapped Chilean miners, you were skeptical that they’d ever be rescued...that any of them would make it out alive. 
	We learned very quickly that the mine company had violated numerous safety codes. At the same time, the miners were employees not slaves. Everyone knows that mining is dangerous work, yet they willingly went into that mine. How like sin! We are sinners by nature, which we cannot control, and also sinners by choice. No one makes us sin, yet we choose sin over and over again. 
	Like those miners, apart from outside intervention, we too, are without any hope. If Jesus Christ had not come into this world, we would still be in our own pit of sins, trapped for all eternity. As Acts 4:12 so powerfully states, “Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved.” Those miners had to trust their rescuers and that capsule as they ascended the 2000 feet through the 28 inch shaft. It’s estimated that the final cost for the rescue operation will be over $20 million. 
	Two thousand years ago a much more costly rescue operation took place, when God the Father sacrificed His Son, Jesus, for us...and the whole world. What took place with the rescue of the Chilean miners is exciting. What a blessing to have good news in a world that is so filled with bad news. But the greatest news is God’s rescue operation that you and I are a part of. There are only two kinds of people in this world – a small minority who have been rescued from the pit of sin and death and untold billions who are still trapped. 
	Will you be part of God’s rescue operation? Who are you praying for? Who are you sharing the Gospel with? Are you praying for our various outreach ministries? Are you inviting lost friends to our Harvest Celebration? 
	Did you notice that as the miners were being pulled from the mine,  most were wearing tan T-shirts over their coveralls. The green coveralls were designed to help absorb the sweat as they ascended to the top. But on the t-shirt’s left sleeve was the logo for Jesus Film Project. The Jesus Film Project is a ministry of Campus Crusade. Seventeen days into the mine accident, the Campus Crusade director for Chile, Christian Maureira, started contacting public officials to see if they could send the miners a copy of the film. They were able to send an MP3 audio version of the Jesus film and an audio version of the New Testament in Spanish down into the mine. The Jesus film powerfully explains how Jesus was crucified, was buried, and three days later, rose from the grave. It’s unclear if the miners saw the resurrection story as a parallel for their hoped-for rescue. One trapped miner, Jose Henriquez passed along a letter to Campus Crusade from inside the mine: “Thank you for this tremendous blessing for me and my coworkers. It will be good for our spiritual edification. I am fine because Christ lives in me. We have prayer services at 12 noon and 6 pm.” At the end of the letter,  Jose Henriquez said goodbye with Psalm 95:4, which says, “In His hand are the depths of the earth, and the mountain peaks belong to Him.” A few days later, Henriquez asked for the special T-shirts which were  a gift from Campus Crusade for Christ. On the front it says, “Gracias Senor” (Thank you Lord) and on the back, Psalm 95:4. 
	It’s exciting and wonderful that these miners have all been rescued, let me share though something wonderful from the lips of Jesus, “In the same way, I tell you, there is rejoicing in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents” (Luke 15:10). Are you part of God’s rescue team? 


