
Who’s on First?                                                                        Matthew 6:33        

Hardwired for Eternity                                                                     Sermon 04 

 

  The comedy routine “Who’s on First” is a classic. If you’re familiar with it, Bud Abbot and Lou Costello (picture) get 

into a lively discussion about the baseball team that they’re about to watch. The routine starts like this: 

  LOU: I love baseball. When we get to St. Louis, will you tell me the guys’ names on the team so when I go to see them 

in that St. Louis ball park I’ll be able to know those fellows? 

  BUD: All right. But you know, strange as it may seem, they give ball players nowadays very peculiar names, nick 

names, like "Dizzy Dean". Now on the St. Louis team we have Who’s on first, What’s on second, and I Don’t Know on 

third.  

  LOU: That’s what I want to find out. I want you to tell me the names of the fellows on the St. Louis team. 

  BUD: I’m telling you. Who’s on first, What’s on second, I Don’t Know is on third…And on and on it goes. Lou never 

does figure out “who’s on first.” It’s why I’ve used this sketch to introduce our message today. We all struggle with 

“who’s on first”. Not who’s playing first base, but who should be in first place in our lives. Jesus spoke some very 

profound words to this, as part of what we know as the Sermon on the Mount. Turn to Matthew 6:33 (p. 812).  

  Too many look at Jesus’ words and think they’re some kind of suggestion, “If I want to seek His kingdom first, that’s 

OK. But if I don’t, that’s OK too.” As long as my ticket is punched for heaven, it’s all good…but it’s not.  

  This wasn't a “suggestion.” Who’s on First is everything. These are marching orders. If you’re going to follow Jesus, 

your first priority must be His Kingdom and His Righteousness. If those aren’t your priorities, you’re probably just a fan 

of Jesus. You’re not a follower or eternally minded.  

  Fans stick around as long as things go their way. When things don’t go their way, fans walk. Christ-followers, by 

contrast, stick around and stick it out because it isn’t about them. It’s about the One that they follow, that they “seek 

first” in their lives. The One who is the priority in their lives.  

  You’ll find fans at nearly every football or basketball game. They’re the ones that, when their team is several points 

behind in the last 10 minutes of the game, they pick up their stuff and head for the exit. They came to see their team win, 

not lose. Fans aren't there for the team, the team was supposed to be there for them. But that didn't happen, so they 

walked. 

  We have Jesus fans, too. A little rain falls in their life and they’re bailing. Got a problem at church and they’re checking 

the Yellow Pages.  

  So what’s the team for Christians? It’s all about the Captain and His Kingdom. We’re to seek Jesus first and His 

Kingdom. That’s because… 

 

1. Everyone seeks something. We’re all by nature seeking people. Some seek popularity, others money, some seek 

pleasure and others for power. We may seek a spouse, children, a new job, new home or new friends. Many waste their 

lives chasing after that which can never satisfy.  

  Duane Thomas (picture), star running back for the Dallas Cowboys in the 1970’s, was on to something. He kept 

hearing reporters refer to the Super Bowl as the Ultimate Game. So he asked the obvious question. “If this is Ultimate 

Game, why do they play it again next year?” That’s the way things are in this world. You climb to the top of the heap 

only to discover that next year you’ve got to start all over again. Nothing in this life satisfies forever. 

  There’s a simple test to find out what you seek in life. It’s virtually foolproof. Tell me how you spend your time and 

your money, and I’ll tell you what you’re seeking. You can say anything you like, you can come to church and look 

spiritual, but your time and money don’t lie. Time is life and money is nothing, but the time it takes to make the money. 

Show me your calendar and your checkbook, and I’ll know the truth about your priorities. 

  Recently, I read about a man who looked at his life and concluded that he was like the Professor on Gilligan’s Island 

(picture). He said, “The Professor knew how to turn banana peels into diesel fuel and he could take algae and make 

chocolate fudge, but he never got around to fixing that hole in the boat so he could get off the island. Same as me. I spent 

my life learning to do amazing things that didn’t matter, and I ignored the hole in my boat. And that’s why I’m stuck 

where I am.” 

 

2. To seek eternity first, we must intentionally put our mind to it. Eternity isn’t something we naturally think about. 

The more we make eternity our preoccupation, the more our lives are wonderfully transformed. People, possessions, 

career, time, pain and pleasure all have purpose and meaning when viewed through the lens of eternity.  

  “But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.” “But” is a 

conjunction of contrast. In contrast to a world without God and its mad search for meaning, there must be a completely 

different priority for believers. “Seek” means “to attempt to do something, to inquire after.” It implies diligence…a 



preoccupation with the object sought, (the things of God). It must become our life pattern. By implication there’s a 

warning of the ever present pull of the world to get us preoccupied with other things, to distract and draw us away from 

the Lord. 

  “Seek first” drives this home. It must be our highest priority. Why? Because of what’s at stake, eternal treasures, true 

significance and the experience of God’s righteousness. What are we to seek? The divine priority consists of two parts – 

God’s kingdom and His righteousness. The two are always related as root is to fruit. 

  “Kingdom” means rule or dominion. To seek God’s kingdom means to seek His sovereign rule, will, and authority in 

our life. It means to promote, support, and work for the edification and growth of believers and winning of the lost. We 

seek His kingdom when we live with a view to eternity and God’s glory. We’re to seek His righteousness. That simply 

means Christlike character. When others see us, they should see Jesus.  

  Making eternity our primary point of reference transforms us. What does it mean to have Christ’s Kingdom, as our 

ultimate point of reference?  

  Points of reference rivet our attention and alters our behavior. Wayne Gretzky (picture), “The Great One” lived, ate 

and breathed hockey from a very young age. It began when he was two years old and first skated on the ice behind his 

parents’ home in Ontario. Gretzky learned a lot about hockey from his father, though he far surpassed his dad’s passion 

for the game. He’d be out on the ice basically whenever he wasn’t at school or asleep.  

  We all have points of reference. They dictate who we are, what we dream about, where we go and what we do. If our 

lives are going to have significance, eternity must be the target of our hearts. It’s what we were meant to aim for.  

  An unalterable focus on eternity appears throughout Scripture. The first reference to heaven is in Genesis 3:15. God 

promises Adam that one day his enemy will be defeated. Abraham looked for a “city whose architect and builder is 

God.” The psalmist coped with the prosperity of the wicked because he knew God would ultimately receive him into 

paradise. Jesus continually turned our focus heavenward. The last book, Revelation, rivets our attention on eternity and 

the City of God as the centerpiece. Eternity looms above everything else, trivializing all that’s earthbound and temporal.    

 

3. When we seek eternity first, it radially changes us. It’s what happened to the disciples and the early church. It’ the 

only explanation for their transformation. As we see eternity’s significance, we’re never the same. When seen in its all-

encompassing reality, it becomes our all-consuming point of reference. When we make eternity our reference point, 

we’ll know because everything on this side of eternity is radically rearranged.  

  a. When we seek eternity first, our attitude toward God is radically changed. We change from being temporalists, 

consumed by the moment, to being eternalists—those consumed by the reality of God in eternity. Philippians 1:21 says, 

“For to me, to live is Christ…” What does it mean to say, “To live is Christ.” 

  Greg Brown (picture) sums this up for us, writing: “I remember when I was a basketball player in high school and 

college, I owned a t-shirt that said, ‘Life is basketball and the rest is details.’…Basketball was the primary focus of life 

and everything else really didn’t matter…Basketball was one of the greatest priorities in my life. Sadly, that was a 

reflection of my relationship with God. For a large portion of my Christian life, God was really just a part of my life; He 

was not everything. That’s the idea behind Paul’s phrase, ‘For to me, to live is Christ.’ Paul was saying that Christ was 

everything to him.” 

  For many Christians, because their view of eternity is skewed, Christ is not their life. Life is school or family or career 

or a thing or entertainment. Norman Cousins (picture) said, “The tragedy of life is not death but what we let die inside of 

us while we live.” For too many, our passions lie outside of our relationship with Christ. Jesus came that we might have 

life and have it abundantly (John 10:10). He came so we could truly be alive to God—that He’d be our passion and joy 

and we’d live for what matters.  

  Norm Miller (picture), chairman of Interstate Batteries has realized that more than earthly success, he needed to be 

reconciled to the God of eternity through Christ. From a humble beginning as a traveling salesman for Interstate, he 

worked his way up through the ranks to become CEO. Norm Miller believes in God’s power to change lives, because it 

was that power that turned his life around after years of drinking as hard as he worked. 

  It was the beginning of many changes in his personal and professional life. At the same time, many things about him 

stayed the same. His creative energy never flagged. His willingness to dream and try new ideas remained his hallmark. 

As a result, Interstate is one of corporate America’s stunning success stories, a robust company that enjoys an 

unparalleled reputation for excellence and honesty. Norm Miller is sold out to Christ, “I need to be faithful to Jesus 100 

percent of the time and that includes my business.”  

  b. When we seek eternity first, our attitude toward possessions is radically changed. Fixing our heart on heaven 

revises our perspective on our possessions. How do you view your time, talent, material goods…money? Are they 

commodities for consumption or capital to invest in eternal gain?  



  When we fail to invest our possessions in eternity, we become what Francis Schaeffer (picture) called “ash-heap 

Christians.” Ash-heap Christians don’t necessarily live evil lives, their life on earth simply has no effect on eternity. He 

noted that there will be many at the Bema Seat, “knee deep in ashes with hands empty” of anything worthwhile to bring 

to the Savor on that day.  

  One guy was on a business trip and decided to buy a gift to bring home to his wife to show her how much he 

appreciated her. The lady at the cosmetics counter showed him a bottle of perfume for $75, but the man thought it was a 

bit expensive. The clerk pulled out a smaller bottle of the same perfume, which cost only $50. Again, he explained it was 

a bit expensive. The clerk, trying to conceal her frustration, showed him the smallest bottle available, $20. He shook his 

head and said, “I think I’d like you to show me something really cheap.” So she reached under the counter and showed 

him a mirror. 

  When you love someone, you want to give the best you can. The expense isn’t important. What’s important is whether 

you’re giving the best. When we live for this temporary world, we’re cheap with Jesus. Living for eternity means living 

out 1 Timothy 6:6 “godliness with contentment is great gain.” Christians who fail to live for eternity are never content 

or satisfied.  

  c. When we seek eternity first, our attitude toward people is radically changed. Before His ascension, Jesus asked His 

followers to reach out to those who didn’t know Him. They were commanded to be His witnesses to everyone to the 

ends of the earth. Jesus constantly elevated the value of people. Of all creation, only people will last for eternity.  

  When we have eternity in view, we change from seeing people as commodities to being eternal creatures made in God’s 

image in desperate need of redemption. We long to see them in heaven with us. As we see them as candidates for 

heaven, it changes the way we talk to them and act toward them. We respond with compassion, love and generosity. We 

don’t see them as objects to be used or manipulated. We care about co-workers who slough off or a boss who’s grumpy. 

We love tattooed skinheads and loud teenagers. We pray for those who hurt us and cause us great pain.  

  Travel with me to South Africa. In a court stands Officer Van de Broek. He tortured and killed both the husband and the 

son of a nameless South African woman during Apartheid. We’re in a sitting of the Truth and Reconciliation 

Commission (picture). This officer has just admitted his crimes, including shooting the widow’s son, burning his body 

and holding a party nearby. The judge asks the grieving woman “How should justice be done to this man who has so 

brutally destroyed your family?” She asks to be taken to the site where she witnessed her husband’s murder so she can 

gather the dust for a burial.  

  Then, she tells Officer Van de Broek that she wants for him to visit her twice a month so she could be a mother to him 

and share her love. Finally, she asks to hug him so he can know that God has forgiven him through Jesus. And those 

assembled in the courtroom break out into Amazing Grace. Van de Broek doesn’t hear the hymn. He’s fainted, 

overwhelmed. 

  d. When we seek eternity first, our attitude toward pain is radically changed. Paul wrote in Romans 8:18, “For I 

consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us.” 

How did African-American slaves persevere, how do those who live under the oppression of Communism persevere? 

You’ll find that they often sang about heaven.  

  Whether our pain is chronic or occasional, physical or emotional, one truth can help us endure – this is all temporary, 

soon to be replaced by glory and a permanent, pain-free body. Placing our minds on eternity gives us the right 

perspective on pain. If you’re in a difficult marriage, going through tempestuous parenting years, enduring a horrible job, 

these words from Scripture should echo in your soul, “this too shall pass.”  

  As German pastor, Dietrich Bonhoeffer (picture), was led to the gallows for his commitment to righteousness in the 

face of Nazi atrocities, he confidently spoke these last words: “Oh, God, this is the end; but for me it is just the 

beginning.”  

  e. When we seek eternity first, our attitude toward pleasure is radically changed. Life is not to be endured but 

enjoyed. God wants us to enjoy things like a good meal, a great party, an evening with friends, a good book, a walk 

through the country or even a faithful dog. Clearly the depth of these pleasures can’t compare to the ongoing pleasure 

that the will have in eternity.  

  When Disneyland (picture) first opened on July 17, 1955, the park was a triumph of industry and imagination — a 

$17-million marvel of post-war enthusiasm, where man-made mountains looked like they’d existed since the dawn of 

time. It was a world’s fair for children. That day was a preview of sorts, meant for celebrities, the press and various 

VIPS. But tickets were counterfeited and the park was unprepared for the 35,000 that came. Traffic jammed the freeway. 

Children were urinating in the parking lot because they’d been trapped in cars so long. Some rides weren’t ready, some 

broke down. Vendors ran out of food. A plumbers strike before the opening meant Walt Disney had to make a decision: 

the bathrooms were working, but not the drinking fountains. The Mark Twain steamboat nearly capsized on its maiden 



voyage. Walt called this place the Magic Kingdom but that first day was anything but magical. He later called that first 

day, “Black Sunday.”  

  Today Disneyland and its bigger cousins are nearly magical. Yet, at the end of the day, everyone goes home exhausted, 

having spent themselves in long lines and crowded rides. The pleasure, though wonderful, is only a memory. In heaven 

we will experience “pleasures forever,” untainted, unspoiled and far beyond our wildest dreams. That’s the true pleasure 

we must focus on.  

  f. When we seek eternity first, our attitude toward purity is radically changed. 1 John 3:2-3, “Beloved, we are God's 

children now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; but we know that when He appears we shall be like Him, 

because we shall see Him as He is. And everyone who thus hopes in him purifies himself as He is pure.” The word for 

purity means to be genuine, free from things that adulterate something making it impure; as in the purity of gold. It’s 

similar to the concept of holiness. 

  When Jesus spoke of the pure in heart in the Sermon on the Mount, He’s talking about the heart of someone whose sins 

have been forgiven and whose heart has been made new, whose purity comes, not from themselves, but from the 

presence of Jesus in their lives. Because of what Christ has done in our lives at salvation, we now seek to live pure lives. 

Purity first is a gift at salvation. Because we love Him, we want to please, so we seek to be pure. 

  The Bible compares our relationship to Christ to marriage. If you love your spouse, you’re faithful. You don’t flirt. You 

don’t window shop.  

  Purity is like a tall cool glass of milk (picture). Its color testifies to its purity. Let some foreign object fall into milk, 

say, like a fly and it becomes readily noticeable that this impurity has contaminated the entire container of milk. Nobody 

wants to drink milk that’s had a fly in it. Purity is seen in people who are sincere in their desire that their walk matches 

their talk—their desires match their actions—their insides match their outsides—their Monday’s match their Sundays. If 

we live with a pure heart, we will enjoy God’s presence in our life right here and right now.  

  g. When we seek eternity first, even our identity is radically changed. This world is not our final destination. Hebrews 

11:13 reminds us we’re “strangers and exiles on the earth.” Strangers have no long-term ties. They’re in transit. Their 

lives stand out by distinct differences of the culture to which they belong. Exiles have a right perspective of possessions. 

Though they own things, it’s a disposable lifestyle. Everything becomes dispensable in light of their final destination. 

Ownership is temporary so they hold things loosely and easily share with those in need (1 Timothy 6:18).  

  It’s easy to be caught up in the American lifestyle, to live for yourself, or perhaps for yourself and family. Without even 

trying, you begin pursuing personal pleasure and affluence as life goals. You want to get a little nicer house, a newer car, 

a few more trinkets to make life more enjoyable. And God? The church? To the extent that they fit into that scheme and 

help you reach those goals, you get involved. But in the final analysis, you’re living for the same thing as everyone else 

in this world: Self-fulfillment and personal happiness. You have eternity amnesia.   

  God calls us to a radical way of life, the pilgrim life. You pursue God and the enjoyment of all that He is instead of 

living for the temporal. It’s the only way to true fulfillment. As Jesus said, if you seek your life, you’ll lose it; but if you 

lose your life for His sake, you’ll find true life indeed. 

 

Conclusion: There’s not a Christian sitting here this morning that doesn’t know that we should live for eternity. 

Matthew 6:33 isn’t new. “But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things will be added to 

you.” Who’s on First? 

  Eddie Stankey (picture) died in 1999 at the age of 83. “Who is Eddie Stankey?” According to Time magazine 

(picture), Eddie Stankey “was a pugnacious, pennant-winning 2nd baseman.” He battled his way through 11 seasons for 

the champion Brooklyn Dodgers, Boston Braves and New York Giants. Branch Rickey, the Dodgers general manager, 

said of Stankey, “He can’t run, he can’t hit and he can’t throw. But if there’s a way to beat the other team, he’ll find it.” 

So let me see if I've got this right. Stankey couldn't run very well, couldn't hit very well and couldn't throw the ball very 

well. Isn’t that just about all there is to do in baseball? Despite that, winning teams wanted him on their team. Why? 

Because, if there was a way to beat the other team, Stankey found it. Someone observed, “A man who wants to do 

something will find a way; a man who doesn't will find an excuse." 

  Are you making excuses? Most fail to see eternity or keep Jesus first because of excuses. We’ve learned to live with 

spiritual mediocrity. As we tie this up, check your own heart. Who’s on First? Are you seeking first the kingdom of God 

or making excuses. There are three excuses we use that keep us trapped in mediocrity.   

  Self-pity. Self-pity is the enemy of spiritual growth. As long as we mope around feeling sorry for ourselves, we won’t 

grow. We’re stuck.  

  I’m trying. “I’m trying” is an excuse for not doing what we say we want to do. We can excuse any sort of non-

performance with “I’m trying.” Remember when Yoda tells Luke to use his powers to do something that seemed 



impossible. “I’ll try,” said Luke Skywalker. “No!” said Yoda. “Do or do not. There is no try.” You’re either reading your 

Bible or you’re not. You’re either forgiving the one who hurt you or you’re not. There is “no try.”  

  I can’t change. If that’s your bottom line, you can’t. No can help you. Until you want to change, you’re doomed to stay 

the way you are right now.  

  Are you a God-seeking person? How would you answer that? What evidence in your life points in a positive direction? 

It’s not enough to be religious or even busy going to church events. That’s not the same thing as seeking God with all 

your heart. Go to someone who knows you well and ask this question: “Am I a God-seeking person? When you look at 

my life, do you see the qualities in me of a person who truly seeks God?”  

  If you’d like an eye-opening test, go to an unsaved friend and ask that question. You may be surprised at how readily 

they answer. Unsaved people may not understand the intricacies of our faith, but they know the difference between 

someone who seeks God and someone who doesn’t. They can spot a God-seeking heart, even if that’s not what they’d 

call it.  

  Isaiah 55:6, “Seek the Lord while He may be found.” Life is so uncertain for all of us. No one knows about tomorrow. 

I’m speaking now to those who don’t know Jesus. Don’t say, “Tomorrow or later, I’ll come to Christ.” Trust now. 

Believe now. Be saved today. You can’t be certain about tomorrow.  

  And to those of us who know the Lord, don’t say, “Tomorrow or the day after I will serve the Lord.” No! Serve the 

Lord today. Seek him today. Honor Him today. You don’t know if you will live to see tomorrow come.  

  “But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.” Who’s on First? 

Who’s on first in your life? 


