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There’s an old story from the days when Mike Ditka (picture) coached the Chicago Bears. One day Ditka was about to 

deliver a locker room pep talk, he looked up and saw defensive tackle William “Refrigerator” Perry (picture). But then 

again, how could he NOT see him? At 338 pounds the Fridge stood out even in a crowd of pro football players! Ditka 

gestured to the Fridge and said, “When I get finished I’d like you to close with The Lord’s Prayer.” Then Ditka began his 

talk. Meanwhile, Jim McMahon (picture), their brash, outspoken quarterback, punches Mike Singletary and whispered, 

“Look at Perry, he doesn’t know the Lord’s Prayer.” Sure enough Perry sat with a look of panic on his face, his head in 

his hands, sweating profusely. Singletary replied, “Nah, sure he does! He’s just nervous. Everybody knows the Lord’s 

prayer!” After a few minutes of watching the Fridge leak several gallons of sweat, McMahon nudged Singletary again 

and said, “I’ll bet you 50 bucks Fridge doesn’t know the Lord’s prayer.'” When Ditka finished, he asked all the men to 

bow their heads and nodded at Perry, and bowed his head. The room was quiet for a few moments before the Fridge 

began to speak in a shaky voice and said, “Now I lay me down to sleep. I pray the Lord, my soul to keep…” Singletary 

felt a tap on his shoulder. It was McMahon who whispered, “You win. Here’s the $50. I had no idea Perry knew the 

Lord’s Prayer.” 

  As this story shows, there’s a lot of confusion about this prayer model. This is especially true when it comes to the 

portion we want to focus on this morning, Matthew 6:10a, “Your Kingdom come.”   

  Many of us wonder, “What exactly is God’s kingdom?” Part of our problem is we don’t use the word “kingdom” much, 

unless we’re reading the story of Cinderella or Sleeping Beauty to our children or grandchildren. On the rare times we do 

use this word, we’re usually talking about a place, the United Kingdom of England or Disney’s Magic Kingdom. When 

we use the word, “kingdom,” we’re thinking of a specific geographical place defined by measurable borders, but that’s 

not the meaning of this word.  

  When Jesus commanded us to pray “Your Kingdom come,” He’s urging us to be Praying for a New Administration. 

In Jesus’ day the Greek word we translate “kingdom” was used to emphasize the rule or reign of a king rather than the 

place where that king exercised that rule or reign. Some versions of Scripture use the phrase, “Your reign” or “Your 

rule” rather than, “Your kingdom” in their translation of this part of The Lord’s Prayer. 

  As we look at the culture around us, it shouldn’t take much urging to get us to pray for a new kingdom or a New 

Administration.   

  When Sir Winston Churchill (picture), lay critically ill, he reflected on the conditions in the world he’d so heroically 

helped rescue from Hitler=s Third Reich. “There is no hope,” he sighed, “There is no hope.” With that despairing 

observation, the great leader died. How diametrically different from the words of our Lord who though He shortly faced 

His own horrible crucifixion, instructed His disciples to pray, “Thy Kingdom come.”  

  In a seemingly hopeless world, a world that doesn’t have a solution for terrorism, crime, racism, nuclear weapons in the 

hands of madmen; in a world paranoid of global warming, escalating political tensions, disintegration of the family B 

how reassuring are the words of Jesus Christ. There’s hope! You and I must continually pray “Your Kingdom come!”  

  We know that this world does not end in some Mad Max nuclear winter or global starvation. All the problems and 

plagues are temporary and transitional. There’s a New Administration, another Ruler on the horizon. King Jesus, in the 

text before us, is admonishing us to Pray for the coming of this New Administration.  

 

1. What is the “Kingdom”? Before we can pray, AThy Kingdom come,@ we must know what we’re praying for. The 

New Testament mentions the kingdom over 140 times. It was our Lord’s passion and the major theme of His preaching. 

The word kingdom occurs 49 times in Matthew, 16 in Mark, and 38 in Luke B 103 times in just the first three Gospels!  

  Before the cross Jesus said, “I must preach the good news of the kingdom of God...because that is why I was sent” (Luke 

4:43). After the Resurrection it was still His message as He appeared to His disciples, “over a period of forty days [He] 

spoke about the kingdom of God” (Acts 1:3). Preaching the kingdom was Jesus’ consuming passion. It was the passion of 

the early church. The Apostle Paul alone alludes to it fifteen times in his letters.  

  Too many confuse what the Bible means by kingdom and want to make it a temporal, this world one. Jesus’ kingdom is 

eternal. In John 18 He said, “My kingdom is not of this world.” Many like Pilate and the Jews of the 1st century miss 

Christ=s message because they’re conditioned to look for salvation in physical and earthly solutions.  

  Part of the confusion is due to a misunderstanding of what Jesus meant by kingdom. The word kingdom in the Greek 

means rule or reign. It’d be better for us if every time this word appears in Scripture it had been translated “reign” 

because that says something that the word Akingdom@ does not. A “kingdom” makes us think of land or of people riding 

horses, pomp and ceremony, maidens and knights, castles, moats and walls. But the kingdom is Christ reigning. The 



kingdom demands obedience and submission. It’s the most personal thing in the world because it demands the submission 

of my will, my heart and life. It’s letting Christ reign as the King of my life. That’s the foundational essence of the 

Kingdom.  

  This is why the Kingdom of God has had such an astonishing effect upon the most powerful human empires in every 

age. It’s not a blueprint for a new social or political order; nor does it merely set the forces of radical cultural change in 

motion. Rather, God=s Kingdom promises radical changes in human personalities B one at a time.  

  This is crucial. All of these other approaches to the Kingdom are based on external change for there to be internal 

change. But the New Testament teaching of the Kingdom is that people must first be changed internally, spiritually and 

eternally in order for there to be external or societal change.  

  Yet, even when we understand that the kingdom is Christ reigning, there’s often still some confusion among Bible-

believers. Some see the kingdom as only future. For them this is a prayer for His Second Coming. Others see “Thy 

kingdom come” as spiritually fulfilled only in salvation. It’s present and past in its orientation. Why all the confusion? 

They’ve failed to consider Jesus= whole teaching regarding the Kingdom and are developing their theology based on 

isolated statements of our Lord and not within the whole teaching of the New Testament.  

  The correct understanding contains elements of all three views B past, present and future. Jesus Himself spoke of the 

kingdom in all three ways: past, present and future. In Matthew 8:11 He speaks of it in the Past, “I say to you that many 

will come from the east and the west, and will take their places at the feast with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in the 

kingdom of heaven.” He spoke of the kingdom in the present in Luke 17:21, “the kingdom of God is within you.” He 

alludes to the future when He prayed, “Thy kingdom come.” With the time we have left, we want to consider “Thy 

kingdom come” from the perspectives of Past, Present and Future.  

 

2. “Your Kingdom Come” recognizes the past. Praying AThy kingdom come@ does not suggest in the slightest way that 

God has not been or is not presently Sovereign King. As John Stott writes (picture), “As He is already holy so He is 

already King, reigning in absolute sovereignty over both nature and history.” Psalm 24:1, “The earth is the Lord's, and 

everything in it, the world, and all who live in it.” This is vividly seen as we contrast God=s kingdom to the kingdoms of 

this world.  

  Man-made kingdoms come and go. Egypt came and went, Persia came and went, Babylon came and went, Alexander 

the Great conquered everything from Europe to India, the known world of his day. But Alexander is gone and so is his 

Kingdom. Hitler’s Third Reich was going to reign for a thousand years but it’s gone and is found only in the pages of 

history. The Soviet Union was once dubbed “the Evil Empire” but has been dismantled.  

  One of the most common questions preachers are asked is: “What’s going to happen to America?” America will go the 

way of the rest of the nations, especially if we continue down our present moral path. This is powerfully described by 

Scripture: “Righteousness exalts a nation, but sin is a disgrace to any people” (Proverbs 14:34).  

  No nation will last, because built into all are the sinful seeds of their own destruction. America has abandoned God’s 

causes and righteousness. We’re on the way back down. But America is not the issue B the issue is the kingdom of Christ 

and His causes, and they are everlasting.  

  Wisdom and stewardship would then demand that we invest our lives in that which really counts. God’s causes then 

must become our causes. His kingdom will go on and the gates of Hell will not prevail against it.  

  Since God is already King, and His kingdom spans the entire universe and eternity, “Thy kingdom come” is a call for a 

new and unique manifestation of His kingdom. There’s no doubt that the phrase must refer to the future.  

 

3. “Your Kingdom Come” is for the future. A valid question is AHow can this Kingdom be for the past and for the 

future?@ Probably, the most significant event in Europe during World War II was D-Day, June 6, 1944, when the Allied 

armies stormed the beaches of Normandy. Their attack guaranteed the eventual destruction of the Axis powers in Europe. 

Though the war continued with seeming uncertainties along the way, the outcome was in fact determined. Yet, it wasn’t 

until May 8, 1945, VE Day, that the results of the forces set in motion eleven months earlier were realized.  

  We can compare this two-stage process to the strategy of the kingdom of God. A holy God would not take dominion 

over a sinful world, so He first sent His Son, Jesus Christ, to die on the cross to pay the debt for man=s sin and thereby 

provide for men and women to be made holy and fit for God=s rule. To extend our war analogy, Christ=s death and 

resurrectionBthe D-Day of human historyBassure His ultimate victory. But we’re still on the beaches. The enemy has not 

yet been vanquished, and the fighting is still ugly. Christ=s invasion has assured the ultimate outcome, howeverBvictory 

for God and His people is at some future date.  

  This second stage is “Your Kingdom Come@ for the future. When we pray “Your Kingdom come,” we’re praying for 

God=s rule on earth to begin as Christ assumes His rightful place as King of Kings. The Greek verb Acome@ means Ato 



come instantly, suddenly.@ It refers to a decisive time in the future when the kingdom comes once for all, an event which 

will only happen once. So strong is this idea in the Greek, AThy kingdom come,@ that the early church father, Tertullian 

changed the  order of the prayer, placing “Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven” before “Your kingdom come.” He 

reasoned that after the kingdom came, there would be no use praying “Your will be done” B everyone would be doing it. 

Though Tertullian wasn’t correct, when Christ finally sits on His throne, there will be certain wonderful Kingdom 

results:  

  World Peace. Micah 4:3 AThey will beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks. Nation will 

not take up sword against nation, nor will they train for war anymore.@ It will be the first time in world history that all 

nations will be united in world peace.  

  No Curse. Isaiah 35:5-6 “Then will the eyes of the blind be opened and the ears of the deaf unstopped...the lame leap 

like a deer, and the mute tongue shout for joy.” The result of such healing will be long life. During the coming years, it’s 

been predicted that there may be as many as 2,500,000 persons 100+, but that’s nothing compared to what is going to 

happen when Christ returns. During the Millennium someone will still be considered a child when they’re 100 years old! 

Hospitals, nursing homes, and cemeteries will be relics of the past. The wolf and lamb, the calf and lion, the child and the 

scorpion will all be at peace and will be able to play together! 

  Justice. Injustice is the norm today but not in Christ=s kingdom, Awith justice He will give decisions...He will strike the 

earth with the rod of his mouth; with the breath of His lips He will slay the wicked. Righteousness will be His belt and 

faithfulness the sash around His waist@ (Isaiah 11:4-5).  

  Believers will rule the earth. AI saw thrones on which were seated those who had been given authority to judge@ Rev. 

20:4. It’s apparent that church-age saints will rule during the millennium. Various areas of responsibility will be assigned 

to those who compose the Bride of Christ.  

 

4. “Your Kingdom Come” is for the present. A Chinese believer prayed, ALord, revive Thy Church B beginning with 

me.@ That should be our prayer. We should paraphrase that and say, ALord, bring in Thy Kingdom B beginning with me.@ 

To fully comprehend the kingdom, we must understand that when Jesus came, He brought the kingdom of God in His 

own person. When He began His public ministry, the very first words from His mouth after reading Isaiah were, “Repent, 

for the kingdom of heaven is near.” Later, He said of Himself, “the kingdom of God is in your midst” (Luke 17:21 

NASV). We can say that Jesus was the kingdom because He was the only person who ever fully accepted and fully 

carried out God=s will.  

  But how did He bring in the kingdom? Primarily by bringing men and women into obedience to the Father=s will. This 

is the meaning of AThy kingdom come@ in its context, because the immediately following words and parallelism are, 

AThy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.@ Those who are in God=s kingdom strive to do God=s will. In fact, they do 

it. In a very real sense, God=s kingdom is advanced every time someone is born-again. To put it another way, AThy 

kingdom come@ is an evangelistic prayer. Advancing the Kingdom then demands... 

  Repentance. No one can honestly pray AThy kingdom come in the world@ until they’ve first prayed “Thy kingdom come 

in my heart.@ Jesus coupled the kingdom with repentance, ARepent, for the kingdom of heaven is near.@ 

  How Scripture defines repentance is illustrated by men like Al Johnson, a Kansas man who came to faith. What makes 

his story so remarkable was not his conversion, but the fact that as a result of his newfound faith, Johnson confessed to a 

bank robbery he’d participated in when he was 19. Because the statute of limitations on the case had run out, Johnson 

couldn’t be prosecuted for the offense. Still, he believed his relationship with Christ demanded a confession and he 

voluntarily repaid his share of the stolen money! That’s the repentance of the kingdom. Being a Christian means that I 

surrender to God what I want and instead want what God wants.  

  Commitment. The kingdom demands commitment. Jesus was very emphatic: “No one who puts his hand to the plow and 

looks back is fit for service in the kingdom of God.” The kingdom of God is for those who’ve decided to follow Him and 

who don’t keep looking back. As Ruskin puts it, “If you do not wish His kingdom to come, don=t pray for it; but if you do 

wish for it, you must do more than pray for it B you must work for it.”  

  Passion. The kingdom is then to be pursued above all else. Though this year I’d love to see the Atlanta Falcons win 

more than the first three quarters of the Super Bowl, while I enjoy professional sports, personally, I’d rather see a good 

college game before a professional game. Why? Because those kids play with passion.  

  We=re to have that kind of passion for the Kingdom. Jesus said, “Seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all 

these things will be given to you as well.” As someone said, “We need passion in our faith! Instead of praying, ‘If I 

should die before I wake,’ we should pray, ‘Lord wake me up before I die!’” Before all else, we’re to seek the kingdom in 



obedience to Him. This destroys any idea of easygoing, armchair Christianity. To pray “Thy Kingdom come” is to 

passionately pursue it.  

  Dependence. The kingdom of God is for those who have a profound dependence upon God. We can’t over quote Jesus’ 

words, “Blessed are the poor in spirit [those who realize that they have nothing within themselves to commend themselves 

to God], for theirs [theirs alone] is the kingdom of heaven.” No one else has the kingdom except those who have come to 

the end of themselves.  

  A young uneducated boy wanted to join a church, so the deacons were questioning him. They asked him, “How did you 

get saved?” His answer was, “God did His part and I did my part.” They thought there was something wrong with his 

doctrine, so they questioned him further, “What was God's part and what was your part?” And he replied, “God=s part 

was the saving, and my part was the sinning. I done run from Him as fast as my sinful heart and rebellious legs could take 

me. He done took out after me till He run me down.” That’s the only way anyone ever gets saved, total dependence on 

God. We can’t enter the kingdom on our own.  

 

Conclusion: As Churchill lay dying, he said “There is no hope.” But we know that there is hope. It’s the hope of “Thy 

kingdom come.”    

  Do you really want to make a difference, help bring in a new administration, help advance the Kingdom? Every time 

you obey, serve the Lord, every time you share the gospel, lead someone to Christ, disciple them B you’re bringing in a 

new administration and advancing the kingdom.  

  Think about this. When we lead someone pro-choice, or gay, or an addict to the Lord and disciple them – we make more 

of a societal change than either politicizing or protesting. Do you pray AThy kingdom come,@ then put effort behind your 

prayers B do the work of the King! Do more than pray, AThy kingdom come@ B help bring it in!!  

  Living for kingdom values doesn’t mean you’ll go to the mission field, but it might. If you decide to make the Kingdom 

the first priority in your life, you may not become a missionary, but you’ll be fundamentally different from the world 

around you. The choices you make will be continually misunderstood because you’ll be living for values that lost people 

don’t comprehend. Perhaps that seems too intimidating. I hope not.   

  You don’t have to move to another country. The kingdom of God is not a matter of geography; it’s a matter of the 

heart. You become a kingdom man or a kingdom woman when you decide to live by the values that matter to God – 

righteousness, holiness, humility, compassion, sacrifice, charity, joy and forgiveness.   

  Every time you pray, you must say one of two things. Either you pray “My kingdom come” or you pray “Your kingdom 

come.” Those are the only two possibilities. But note carefully – when you pray “Your kingdom come,” you must of 

necessity also pray “My kingdom go.” God’s kingdom can’t “come” unless your kingdom is going to “go.” They both 

can’t co-exist at the same time and place.  

  The bottom line is this: Those who pray “Your kingdom come” will never be sorry.  We have the promise of Jesus on 

that. Whatever they lose will be amply repaid in this life and in the life to come. But you’ll never know until you pray 

that prayer.  

  Let me close then with Four Ways to Pray “Your kingdom come." 

  In your own life.  It all begins here.  Jesus said, “I tell you the truth, anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God 

like a little child will never enter it.” (Luke 18:17)  You enter the kingdom of God by having the simple faith of a child.  

You enter the kingdom by asking Jesus to become King in your life. So, we must ask a crucial question: Are you in the 

kingdom of God? The answer must always be yes or no.  

  You enter the kingdom through simple faith in King Jesus. But, and note this carefully, you enter individually and 

personally. No one else can enter for you. It requires a definite decision on your part. Without that definite decision, 

you’ll not even “see” the kingdom of God (John 3:5). So we need to begin there. Are you in the kingdom of God?  If the 

answer is yes, then you pray a prayer like this each day: “Lord Jesus, may your kingdom come in my life today. May your 

values predominate my thinking and decision-making. May your cause in the world be advanced by the things I say and 

do. Help me to do your will all through this day.” If you mean those words, God will take you up on your offer to 

become a “kingdom person.”  

  In your family.  That means praying for your wife, your husband and your children that they too would become 

kingdom people. It includes praying for your extended family and even for the spouses that your children and 

grandchildren will one day marry. 

  In our church.  The church is to be a model of that “great society” God is building.  Even the best church will fall far 

short of the ideal.  But why not pray for me as your pastor, for our deacons and for the leaders and ministries that they’ll 

all be completely committed to kingdom values?  

  Pray for our church family, that each of us will set aside our own agendas. The church can be as political as any 

political party. Differences of opinion are good, but sometimes we can get so fixated on our own ideas, we destroy the 



unity of the Spirit in our desire to see our own plans implemented. Pray that our church will be an attractive community 

of kingdom people, an outpost of light in a dark world. 

  In the world. It’s true that the kingdom will never come until the King Himself returns to the earth. Yet the kingdom of 

God “comes” in a spiritual sense as men and women surrender their lives to Jesus.  

  So we’re praying “May your kingdom come in hearts and lives today and may the King Himself quickly return.” While 

you’re at it, pray for the kingdom to come in our community, our state, our country and finally throughout the world.  

  “Your kingdom come” is not a passive prayer. No, this is an eternal impact prayer for someone who wants to get in the 

game. It’s why the verb is an imperative, “Come, kingdom of God!”  

  Do you want to make a difference in eternity? Do you want the kingdom of God to come?  If you do, ponder again the 

words of this ancient Chinese prayer:  “O Lord, change the world. Begin, I pray with me.”   


