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Our church family has been praying for the Ackers. Last Wednesday night Linda posted this update about Dennis 

(picture) and his bout with liver cancer: “2 Timothy 4:17 “....the Lord stood with me (us), and strengthened me (us).” 

We have heavy hearts today. We had our consultation with our oncologist this morning and he has confirmed our worst 

fears....that the tumor has grown and chemo is now discontinued. We will be starting up with an in home health care 

nurse. We would appreciate continued prayers…and even though our hearts are heavy, He really has given us strength. 

James 4:6 ...But He giveth more grace.” It’s mind boggling. Just last Christmas, Dennis and Linda were narrators for our 

Christmas program. I remember Dennis talking to me at the door, that he was going to the doctor because he hadn’t been 

feeling well.  

  “When life tumbles in, what then?” When Pastor A.J. Gossip’s wife died, he didn’t know at first how he’d survive. 

Although he was a pastor and had helped many others through times of crisis, now he faced his own personal moment of 

truth. How would he reconcile his own loss with the faith he claimed to believe? What would he say to his own grieving 

congregation?  

  It was 1927, Aberdeen, Scotland. A. J. Gossip was the pastor of the Beechgrove Church. Fifty-four years old at the 

height of his ministry. Historians tell us that he was humble and sincere, possessing a keen wit and deeply devoted to his 

family and friends. A bit of an eccentric, he sometimes scandalized his proper Scottish congregation by appearing in 

public with a floppy fisherman’s hat perched on his head.  

  He was a man of strong opinions who never held back from expressing them to any and all who cared to listen. Yet, he 

was loved as a pastor and preacher. He’s remembered for preaching one particular sermon in 1927. Widely regarded as 

one of the greatest sermons ever preached. It was the first sermon he preached after the sudden death of his wife. He 

titled it, But When Life Tumbles In, What Then? In it, he struggled to reconcile his faith in a loving God with the loss of 

his loved one. These are his words: 

  “I do not understand this life of ours. But still less can I comprehend how people in trouble and loss and bereavement 

can fling away peevishly from the Christian faith. In God’s name, fling to what? Have we not lost enough without losing 

that too?” How right he was. “So many people’s religion is a fair-weather affair,” as he put it. “A little rain, and it runs 

and crumbles; a touch of strain, and it snaps.” If we turn from faith in the time of trouble, where do we turn? Have we 

not lost enough without losing that too? 

  We’re continuing our series, Hardwired for Eternity. Our world is a broken one. It’s a place of pain and suffering. Its 

difficulties force us to face how little power we truly have. We like to think with a little planning, responsible living – 

we’ll avoid the pain others have experienced. It seems like for a minute here or there, there’s peace and everything is 

going well…BUT don’t blink.  

  Where do you go when you learn you have cancer? Where do you run when a phone call comes in the middle of the 

night? Who do you turn to when your spouse tells you they’re walking out, or your child is addicted to drugs? What gets 

you through when life has quit being easy, regular or enjoyable? You may not be going through difficulty now, but you 

probably have someone you care about who is. What comfort do you offer them? This life is tough. Job was right, “man 

is born to trouble” (Job 5:7). 

  Barna did a survey some years ago: “If you could ask God one question, what would it be?” The number one response: 

Why is there pain and suffering in the world? It’s one of the oldest questions we ask. Peter De Vries (picture) called it 

“the question mark that turns like a fishhook in the human heart.”  

  Scripture never minimizes hardship or suffering. Read books in the Bible like Job, the Psalms and Lamentations. It 

simply asks us to withhold final judgement until all of the evidence is in.  

  Forever radically alters the way we suffer. Forever offers us hope and help, not just in the future or in heaven, but here, 

right now, today. It’s because of forever we’re confident that even when all hell is breaks loose, It only hurts for a little 

while. Turn to 2 Corinthians 4:16-18 (p. 966).  

  It’s forever that enables us to walk through the valley of pain and suffering.  It tells us the following things. If you’re 

taking notes… 

 

1. A temporal world has no answer for pain and suffering. No one is exempt from suffering, not criminals or crime-

fighters, not the old or the young. Living in a fallen world means everyone suffers. Our world begrudgingly 

acknowledges this. Yet, its response to the inevitable suffering of life takes three basic forms. See if you can relate to 

them: 

  There is Karma. A non-theistic culture quickly jumps to conclusions that are inaccurate. One example is karma. Karma 

is the law of cause and effect, the belief that everything happens for a reason. Karma says: You get what you deserve. 



What goes around comes around. You reap what you sow. It’s true in many cases. There’s a principle of cause and 

effect. Good choices often lead to good consequences. Bad ones lead to bad consequences.  

  Karma claims to insure justice…we get what we deserve. There’s no unjust suffering because no one is innocent. All 

suffering is deserved on the basis of bad karma. One thing you’ll notice about karma is that everyone believes it’s other 

people who will suffer negative consequences. Not themselves, just others. Karma is the universe’s way of vindicating 

us, and our selfish wants and emotions.  My boss will get bad karma because he didn’t give me that promotion I 

deserved. The driver who cut me off is going to get bad karma because she’s rude. Others will get negative karma 

because they mistreated me in some way. But me? I’m basically a good person. I don’t really lie, just little fibs. I’ve 

never murdered anyone. That cashier I chewed out yesterday for being so slow, she deserved it. I’m basically a good 

person. Karma will reward me in the end.  

  There is Epicureanism. The Greek philosopher Epicurus (picture) lived three centuries before Jesus. He taught that 

life is a mixture of good and bad experiences. As there are always some bad experiences we can’t avoid, the best way to 

handle suffering is by loading life with more pleasure than pain so that when you add it all up at the end, the bottom line 

is positive.  

  This particular response to suffering is called “qualified hedonism.” It’s very popular. It’s a “go for the gusto” or “Party 

on.” “Eat, drink and be merry.” Some of you may have said something to the effect this past week of “when the going 

gets tough, the tough go shopping” (picture). 

  There is Stoicism. This is from the Greeks too. There was a group of philosophers known as Stoics. The most famous 

stoic of recent times was Spock (picture). The Stoics answer to the suffering of life is “the stiff upper lip approach.” It’s 

looking at life with a “grin and bear it” mind set.  

  Many of us tend to be Stoics. In one of his routines, Christian comedian, Mark Lowery, (picture) shared that when he 

was a kid, his parents had a rule that if you lived in their home, you always went to church. (Great rule by the way!) The 

only way to get out of going to church would be if you were sick and the only way to prove you were sick would be to be 

so nauseated you couldn’t keep anything down. Lowery said that one day he honestly told his dad he had the flu and was 

too sick to go to church. When his dad began to question him to see if his malady was real, nausea took over and Lowery 

ran to the bathroom where he lost his cookies. When this happened his Dad said, “There, don’t you feel better?” When 

Lowery nodded “yes” his dad said, “Good, get dressed. We’re going to church.” 

  Karma, Epicureanism or Stoicism are unbiblical approaches to suffering. We need eternity. We need forever. It means 

that we must first…. 

 

2. We must change our view of suffering. Albert Raboteau (picture) a scholar of slave religion in the American South, 

gives an account of a secret prayer meeting among slaves in Virginia in 1847. Slaves gathered secretly in the swamp, 

following signs marked on the trees pointing them to the secret spot. They begin by asking each other how they feel, the 

state of their minds. Stories of beatings, lynchings and other cruelties pour out. Then the prayer service begins. As one 

slave reports, “The slave forgets all his sufferings, except to remind others of the trials during the past week, exclaiming, 

“Thank God, I shall not live here always!’” Suffering may come unexpectedly, yet as a child of God, I know it’s not 

unexpected for my Heavenly Father. That means… 

  Forever reminds me that my life is not out of control. Suffering always confronts us with the fact that our lives do not 

operate according to our plans. When we carry the truth of forever with us in times of difficulty, it protects us from panic 

or despair. The future makes all the difference in the here and now. Just when nothing seems certain, forever reminds us 

that before the creation of the world, the God who created and controls all things put His plan in motion…and nothing 

can thwart His plan.  

  Someone is in charge of what’s happening in your life. Forever reminds us that it’s our Heavenly Father. We have hope 

and help, our world is not ending. His grace is included in His unalterable plan. Even our darkest moments have meaning 

and purpose. For reasons that are somehow for my good and His glory, God has written things into our lives that we 

would never have chosen for ourselves. Forever reminds us that trials are not an argument for God’s absence, but a 

demonstration of His presence. That’s the truth of Romans 5 or James 1. In the middle of our suffering, forever protects 

us from concluding that God is unloving, unfaithful or inattentive.  

  Forever reminds me that my future is guarded by God. Turn to 1 Peter 1:3-6 (p. 1014). Notice that Peter can’t think 

about the trouble of the present without looking at it from the perspective of eternity. Notice his wording: living hope, 

resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, inheritance…kept in heaven for you and salvation ready to be revealed in the 

last time. What’s he saying? Our pain free future is a necessary lens for our present suffering.  

  Verse 5 tells us that it’s “guarded.” After reminding us that we have an inheritance waiting for us in forever, Peter tells 

us that it’s guarded by our omnipotent God. Guarded means that not only is our future guaranteed, but God is protecting 

us in the here and now until forever becomes our permanent address. Guarded doesn’t mean God will protect us from 



trouble, but God will protect us in the middle of trouble until our troubles are no more. It means He gives us all the grace 

we need to face what we’re facing with courage and hope. It’s the only way you can explain the difference between the 

death of an unbeliever and a believer.    

  When Hugh Latimer and Nicholas Ridley (picture) were burnt alive for their faith, Latimer called out from the flames, 

“Be of good comfort, Master Ridley, and play the man. We shall this day light such a candle, by God’s grace, in 

England, as I trust shall never be put out.” 

  Forever reminds me that I am never alone. God promised us, “I will never leave you nor forsake you” (Hebrews 

13:5). All of us have been let down by someone. When trouble strikes, many of them are so far behind that you can’t see 

them, even with a telescope. God will never abandon us. This is particularly great news for anyone that’s been 

abandoned by a parent or a spouse, or a friend.  

  Throughout his earthly ministry Jesus showed compassion to abandoned people. Lepers who’d been abandoned by their 

families and friends, the woman at the well who’d been abandoned by several husbands. At the Last Supper, knowing 

that His time with His disciples was drawing to a close, Jesus wanted to make sure that they didn’t feel abandoned by 

Him—“I will not leave you orphaned,” Jesus told them.  

  Suffering does two terrible things to us. It alienates us from those closest to us and it clouds our sense of God’s 

presence. It creates a double alienation. We not only experience the horizontal alienation from friends and family, we 

also feel like there is a vertical alienation from God. And this is where the promise of forever and its guarantee of God’s 

presence in the here and now is so vital. Even when our souls are in darkness, we must remind ourselves again and again 

that God is still with us. During Hurricane Irma, though the storm was blasting through, though those in the eye of the 

storm couldn’t see it, the sun was still there and still shining. God will never abandon us. We are not and will never be 

alone.  

  Forever reminds me that Christ lives within me. This is something no one else can do. God is not only with us, 

providing all we need and could not provide for ourselves…He’s in us, working through us to think, desire and do that 

which is impossible apart from His empowering presence.  

  Paul writes in Galatians 2:20, “I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in 

me…” God doesn’t just love us from a distance; He literally comes to us and lives within us. He does this to give us the 

strength and grace to face whatever we’ll face. We’re never alone. We’re in this together with our Heavenly Father. The 

promise of forever doesn’t just mean that we’ll live in His presence then, it means that we are guaranteed His presence 

now.  

 

4. We must see our suffering for what it is – temporary. In 1967 Joni Eareckson Tada (picture) dove into the 

Chesapeake Bay. Having misjudged the depth of the water, Joni emerged forever changed. She would from that day 

forward be a quadriplegic, living her entire life in a wheelchair. She’s written extensively of her experiences. God has 

often used her to touch my heart. She models joy in the midst of suffering. On one occasion Joni discussed having her 

wheelchair in heaven. She said, “I hope I can take my wheelchair to heaven with me, I know that's not biblically correct, 

but if I were able, I would have my wheelchair up in heaven right next to me when God gives me my brand new, glorified 

body. And I will then turn to Jesus and say, ‘Lord, do you see that wheelchair right there? Well, you were right when you 

said that in this world we would have trouble, because that wheelchair was a lot of trouble! But Jesus the weaker I was 

in that thing, the harder I leaned on you. And the harder I leaned on you, the stronger I discovered you to be. So thank 

you for what you did in my life through that wheelchair. And now,’ I always say jokingly, ‘you can send that wheelchair 

to hell, if you want.’”  

  Turn back to 2 Corinthians 4:16-18 (p. 966). We often hear, seeing is believing. That’s what this passage is all about, 

seeing through the eyes of faith, seeing forever. It changes everything.  

  Forever is seeing the difference between your body and your spirit. “Though our outer self is wasting away, our inner 

self is being renewed day by day.” The Christian lives in a universe of contrasts. He lives in a visible creation. It’s all he 

can see with his physical eyes, but he fixes the eyes of his faith on an unseen eternal world. He is body, but he’s also 

soul. He once was the old man under the dominion of sin, he now he is exclusively the new man under the authority of 

Christ.  

  Your body is wearing out. You begin dying the moment you’re born. But what’s happening on the outside has nothing 

to do with what’s happening on the inside. Within our spirit, we can experience fresh renewal and strength every day. 

We’ve all heard that expression, “You’re not getting older, you’re getting better?” For the believer, it’s not a slogan. It’s 

literally true in a spiritual sense. Our bodies are wearing out but our spirit is growing stronger. Every Christian is making 

daily progress in the new life. His trust in God is stronger. His convictions about the gospel are deeper. His wisdom in 

knowing himself and the troubles of others is more profound. His resistance to sin is more determined. While the Apostle 



Paul appeared to be a fading sick old man, inwardly he was being effectually transformed day by day. His youth was 

being renewed like the eagle by the regenerating power of the Holy Spirit.  

  Forever is seeing the difference between your temporary troubles and your eternal glory. “For this light momentary 

affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison.” Earthly troubles are merely temporary 

inconvenience. Have you ever been watching television and suddenly the picture goes blank and a message comes on the 

screen, “We are currently experiencing technical difficulties. We apologize for the temporary inconvenience, please stay 

tuned.” In most cases, in a few minutes, the picture is restored. Compared to eternity, any pain we must endure is just a 

temporary inconvenience. Even if you suffer for years, in the light of eternity, it’s only a brief moment.  

  What kind of troubles are you facing right now? Remind yourself, “This is only for a moment. It’s a temporary 

inconvenience.” Whatever you’re going through won’t last long. It’s a like a storm passing in the night. Your financial 

struggles aren’t eternal. Your sickness isn’t eternal. Your pain of rejection won’t last forever. The grief over the death of 

your loved one isn’t eternal. Start looking at your troubles as temporary inconveniences. Hope is just around the corner 

for you!  

  When Paul wrote about “troubles” he wasn’t referring to some minor ailment like a headache. Here was a man who’d 

been shipwrecked, beaten, imprisoned, and stoned until they thought he was dead. Yet, he wrote that our momentary 

troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all. All the glory that’s to come is so much heavier 

and more substantial than all of the problems we’ll ever face.  

  Remember getting on a see-saw when you were a kid? You sat on one end, someone else sat on the other. If both of you 

were about the same weight, you could push off and ride up and down. But if you put somebody a 100 pounds heavier 

than you on the other end, then you were going to be stuck up in the air! They outweighed you. Imagine a see-saw and 

one end you put all the troubles you’ll face in this life, all your sickness, sadness, pain and sorrows. Pile all of them on: 

Past, present, and future. On the other side of the see-saw, place the eternal glory of being with Jesus.  

  Guess what? The glory of God outweighs all your troubles! When you realize your pain is temporary and lightweight 

compared to glory, then you’ll start looking at it in a different way. You’ll start seeing suffering through the eyes of faith. 

You’ll see it through forever.  

  Forever is seeing the difference between seeing today and the unseen eternal. “As we look not to the things that are 

seen but to the things that are unseen. For the things that are seen are transient, but the things that are unseen are 

eternal.” The word “look” is the word skopos from which we get our word “scope.” We see things that are unseen all the 

time. There are plenty of things we can see that are invisible to the naked. We just need a scope to magnify our vision. 

Thousands of galaxies are out in space that we can’t see with the naked eye, but because of the Hubble Telescope we can 

see them now. Faith allows us to see the unseen. Faith comes by hearing and hearing by the Word of God.  

  The Bible says what we can see is only temporary. One day Mt. Everest will be leveled. The mighty oceans evaporated. 

Galaxies and constellations burned into dust. Hospitals and nursing homes full of hurting people gone. All the suffering 

of today is temporary. So much of what we consider to be real is here today and gone tomorrow. Isn’t it amazing how 

much of our time and energy we put into getting, protecting, and enjoying all these temporary things? In a million years, 

none of these things will matter.  

  You’ve heard the expression, “There’s more than meets the eye.” That’s true spiritually. There are spiritual realities 

around us we can’t see. There are only two eternal elements that we get to interact with in this life, the Word of God and 

people. Every person we meet is going to spend eternity somewhere. It makes sense then that we’d invest our time, 

money and energy in the Word of God and in people. Tragically, some will spend eternity in hell and wonderfully, some 

will spend eternity in heaven. Once you understand the immortality of a soul, you’ll never look at people the same way 

again.  

  Paul fixed his eyes on what was unseen. Think of the believers throughout Church History who lost everything for the 

cause of Christ. They fixed their eyes on the Kingdom of God and its glorious consummation. The only way to see the 

invisible is to have eyes of faith.  

  Sometimes those who’ve suffered the most find it easiest to use their eyes of faith. What do you see? Look at the 

difference between your physical body and your spirit. Concentrate on the inner renewal happening day by day. Look at 

your troubles with eyes of faith. What you’re going through is temporary. It’s like a feather compared to the weighty 

glory you’re going to share! Stop staring at all the stuff that’s going to be gone one day. Fix your eyes on Jesus the 

author and finisher of our faith. Don’t wait until you see it to believe it. You’ll see it when you believe it! 

 

Conclusion: Forever guarantees that we will have life on the other side of our pain and suffering. It reminds us that the 

pain of now will only be a brief moment of our eternal existence. If you’ve trusted Christ as your personal Savior, 

suffering is not the end of your existence but merely a preparation for your final, eternal destination. Suffering though 

becomes heavier and more painful when we forget forever.  



  We sang a familiar song earlier: It is well with my soul. Many are familiar with that hymn’s history. Until recently, I’d 

never heard, as Paul Harvey used to say – the rest of the story.  

  H.G. Spafford (picture) was a successful businessman and a committed Christian. D.L. Moody was one of his close 

friends. But his fortune was consumed in the great Chicago Fire of 1871. Having invested heavily in real estate along 

Lake Michigan’s shoreline, he lost everything. His son died a short time before his financial disaster, but the worst was 

to come.   

  He was to join Moody in Britain on one of his evangelistic campaigns. Because of some unexpected last-minute 

business developments, H.G. had to remain in Chicago. But he sent his wife and four daughters on ahead as scheduled, 

expecting to follow them in a few days. In the middle of the Atlantic their ship was struck by another ship and sank in 

minutes. Only his wife survived. Mrs. Spafford cabled her husband, “Saved alone.”   

  Spafford left immediately America to join his wife. He penned It is well with my soul as his ship approached the area of 

the ocean where the ship carrying his daughters had sunk.  

  They returned to Chicago to start over. Another daughter, Bertha, was born in 1878 as well as a son, Horatio, in 1880. 

Maybe the worst was over. 

  But his son died of scarlet fever at 4 years of age. Their church had the philosophy of Job’s friend and took the view 

that all of their suffering must be God’s judgement on them. Though Spafford was an elder in the church, though he’d 

helped build the church, he was asked to leave.  

  So in 1881, their little family left America and moved to Jerusalem to begin a new life. They rented a house. But 

instead of becoming angry or bitter, the Spaffords became widely known for their love and service to the needy.  

  Even today, the Spafford Children’s Center serves Jerusalem and the West Bank, providing health care and educational 

support to as many as 30,000 children annually under the leadership of the Spafford’s descendants.  

  How? How could anyone endure so much pain, loss and suffering and still love and trust God? It only hurts for a little 

while. They saw forever! They saw the invisible. What do you see?  

  “So we do not lose heart. Though our outer self is wasting away, our inner self is being renewed day by day. For this 

light momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison, as we look not to the 

things that are seen but to the things that are unseen. For the things that are seen are transient, but the things that are 

unseen are eternal.”  


