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What’s the risk? How certain is my investment? What’s the guaranteed return rate? Did you know that if you’d bought 

100 shares of Microsoft (picture) stock when it was 1st offered in 1986 at $21 a share that today your $2100 investment 

would be worth around a million dollars?  

  Or, if you had bought just one share of Google (picture) in 2004 at its IPO of $85, it’d be worth $1,575 today, taking 

into account Google's stock split. But let’s assume that you bought more than one share. If you bought about $1,000 of 

stock, about 11.76 shares, you'd have about $18,522 today. If you'd invested $10,000, you'd have $185,384.53, a gain of 

$175,384. And if you'd been high-rolling with a $100,000 investment, you'd have nearly $2 million today.    

  One more, if you’d purchased just one $40 share of Coca-Cola (picture) in 1919, it would be worth $9.8 million today. 

But no one knew that. No one could predict that with certainty.  

  Jesus tells us about a sure thing, L-O-N-G Term Investing. Turn in your Bible to Matthew 6:19-21, 24 (p. 811).  

  “It’s only money.” We may say that, but we don’t believe that. When it comes to forever and the long view, we have 

more difficulty trusting God with our giving and money more than nearly any other area of life. Money is much more 

than money. The way we use it reflects our worldview, our view of forever and our philosophy of life. Money is one of 

the best indicators of what we really believe and what’s truly important to us. No doubt that’s why Jesus talked about 

money so often.  

  Did you know that Jesus said more about money than any other subject including heaven, hell, salvation or the second 

coming? He focused His teaching so often on the subject of money because He knew that if we’re going to have a proper 

relationship with God, then we must settle our relationship with things. We have to see money in the light of forever. We 

must have a L-O-N-G Term Investing strategy. If you’re taking notes… 

                                              

1. We are tempted to idolize money. Idolize, like idolatry…isn’t that a little extreme? Aren’t coins and bills just 

inanimate objects? Or, can they become an evil force, a false God, for us to worship? Are our wallets possessed? Let’s 

take a few minutes to consider this. Is money as an idol, a god of sorts in our culture? 

  Money is almost a sacred thing to us. Money has a mysterious power to elicit our loyalty, to confer worth to us 

personally, and be something that we organize our lives around. 

  Let me illustrate. We think of money as a very personal, private thing in our society. If you doubt that, the next time 

you’re invited to a party and the conversation lulls test it by saying, “Let’s all share how much money we made last year. 

In fact, why don’t we pass around each other’s check books so we can all see how we spend our money!” If you did that, 

you’ll never get invited back. Money is a very personal, private thing. 

  We ascribe worth to others based on their money. How many times have you heard someone comment about a person 

who’s wealthy by asking, “I wonder how much he’s worthy?” Dr. Lee Salk (picture), a professor of psychology, said 

“People jockey to find out what other people earn because, in our society, money is a symbol of strength, influence, and 

power.” 

  Then, consider how much of our lives is spent in one way or another in relationship to money, thinking about money, 

working for it, worrying about money. The most common source of marital difficulty is disagreements over money.  

  Money can deceive us in the same way a false god would. It promises something it can’t deliver. Money assures us 

that it will make us happy. It leads us to believe that if we only had more of it, everything would be great – a bigger 

house, nicer car, better wardrobe, etc., then things would be better for us. And of course we discover it’s not true. Money 

or the things it buys doesn’t make us happy. Ecclesiastes 5:10, “Whoever loves money never has enough 

money…whoever loves wealth is never satisfied with his income.” 

  Money can become a false god in that it replaces the One true God. In our text Jesus sets money in opposition to God. 

He said, “You cannot serve both God and money.” To try and do so would force us to hate one and love the other. Their 

purposes are opposed to each other. Dietrich Bonhoeffer (picture) said, “Our hearts have room only for one all-

embracing devotion, and we can only cleave to one Lord.” 

  Jesus is warning us that money can become an idol, a false god in our lives. It can be a force that disrupts our 

relationship with God and leads us away from accomplishing His purposes.  

  William Temple (picture) noted that, “Your religion is what you do with your solitude.”  What he meant by that is what 

does your heart run to when it has a spare moment to think privately? In other words, if we were to stop you in a 

daydream mode, what would we discover about you? Are you thinking about making more money, buying more stuff, 

building a bigger house, getting rich quickly or some other financial focused thing? Where does your imagination lead 

you when you’re privately in thought? 



  Christian financial consultant, Ron Blue (picture) says, “A life story could be written from a checkbook. It reflects your 

goals, priorities, convictions, relationships, and even the use of your time. A person who has been a Christian for even a 

short while can fake prayer, Bible study, evangelism, going to church, and so on, but he can’t fake what his checkbook 

reveals.”  

  Want to know if money has become your idol? Take a look at your financial habits. You’ll effortlessly save or spend 

money for your idol. 

 

2. Our management of money reveals how wise of an investor we are. There is no way to grow to spiritual maturity 

without committing your finances to the Lord. Jesus can have our money and not have our hearts, but He can’t have our 

hearts without our money. That’s why Jesus said, “Where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.”  

  This has nothing to do with being wealthy. Some of the godliest individuals in the Bible and in Church History were 

very wealthy individuals. It’s not how much money you have, it’s how much does your money have you. There’s nothing 

evil or unchristian about being rich.  

  Chuck Swindoll (picture) suggests that a biblical perspective helps us to see there are four ways people relate to money 

and the things of this world. 

  There are those who are poor without and poor within. These people have little or none of the world’s goods. At the 

same time they know nothing of Jesus Christ or God’s love. They are poor without and within. And, of all the people in 

the world, they are the most to be pitied. 

  There are those who are rich without and rich within. These are people like Abraham, Job and Lydia and many others 

who had a great deal of material wealth but who also maintained a rich, full relationship with God.  

  I’ve known people like this. I hope you have too. Several times I’ve been astounded at the generosity of Christians like 

this. The selfless giving of those who are rich without and rich within has helped do amazing things to further God’s 

kingdom. 

  There are those who are poor without and rich within. These people have little in the way of possessions but are 

growing Christians. As such, they are rich in the things of God.  

  There are those who are rich without and poor within. James 5 talks about this group. They’re poor in their faith. Like 

the church at Ephesus, they’ve forgotten their first love and given their heart to the temporary. They’ve made it their life 

focus to accumulate wealth. Paul describes them in 1 Timothy 6, “People who want to get rich fall into temptation and a 

trap and into many foolish and harmful desires that plunge men into ruin and destruction…for the love of money is the 

root of all kinds of evil.” 

  The Bible teaches that wise investors trust God. Over and over again God promises in His Word that He will provide 

for our needs. 2 Corinthians 9:8 says, “And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that having all sufficiency in 

all things at all times, you may abound in every good work.” Psalm 37:25 says, “I was young and now I am old but I 

have never seen the righteous forsaken or his seed beg for bread.” My favorite though is Matthew 6:31-33 where Jesus 

says, “Do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or What shall we wear?’ For the pagans 

run after all these things, and your Heavenly Father knows that you need them. But seek first His kingdom and His 

righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.”  

  When we don’t give faithfully and generously, in essence we’re saying that we don’t trust God to do what He’s said 

He’ll do in His Word. I’m choosing to trust me to take care of me instead of God. Satan doesn’t want us to trust God. His 

strategy hasn’t changed since the Garden.  

  If we can’t trust God to meet our needs, how can we trust Him for anything else? God promised in Malachi 3 where He 

says that if we “Bring all the tithes in the storehouse…He will…throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so 

much blessing that we will not have room enough for it.” Please hear me, we do not give to get. That’s the heresy of 

Prosperity Theology. Yet, we can trust that as we give, God will meet our needs and bless us. He’s much better equipped 

to do this than we are! 

  Carefully examine your finances and examine your giving. Does your giving truly reflect that you trust God…or that 

you’re hedging your bets? $10, even a $100 is nothing for most of us. We drop that going out to eat with our family and 

think little of it. Our faith is not shown in how much we give, but in how much we keep. Do you give to a level that it 

requires you to trust God? Very few of us do. One of our exciting blessings as a family has been to watch the Lord 

provide for us and yet I know that Jane and I know very little of truly sacrificial giving. Missionaries, like our missionary 

to Nepal, Bishnu (picture), put me to shame.  

  Some years back when Ted Turner (picture) announced his contribution of a billion dollars to the United Nations, it 

didn’t put a dent in his net worth. I don’t want to negate his generosity, yet with the tax benefits of that donation, along 

with the fact it was to be distributed over a period of ten years, his gift wasn’t going to have much of an impact on his 

$3.2 billion dollar net worth. Add to that, he reaped a public relations windfall from the announcement.  



  One day when donations at the temple were being collected, many wealthy individuals were throwing in large chunks 

of money to much fanfare. But along came a poor widow, who gave two small copper coins, barely worth a penny. Jesus 

told His disciples, “This poor widow has put more into the treasury than all the others. They all gave out of their wealth; 

but she, out of her poverty, put in everything she had to live on” (Mark 12:43-44). Jesus wasn’t telling us to give all of 

our money away. He was saying that we should give enough so that we must trust Him to do so. It’s what the Jews did in 

the Old Testament when they gave of the firstfruits. It was a gift of faith, trusting God to provide the harvest that they 

needed to survive. When we give to a level where we must trust God, our relationship with Him is strengthened. We rely 

on Him to provide for us. As C.S. Lewis (picture) noted, “The only safe rule is to give more than we can spare…if our 

charities do not at all pinch or hamper us, I should say they are too small.” 

  The Bible teaches that wise investors are thankful to God. If you have a personal relationship with Jesus, the greatest 

gift you’ve ever received was the gift God gave when He sent Jesus to pay for your sins. Giving of our money, time and 

talents provides us with a tangible way to demonstrate how thankful we are for Jesus’ love and sacrifice for us. As 

Matthew 10:8 says, “Freely you have received, freely give.” 

  Jesus died for us. God gave us His best. Jesus paid a horrible price to give us life eternal. Too often we take it for 

granted and fail to consider the high price of our salvation. And because we are ignorant or ungrateful, we don’t give in a 

way that would reflect our gratitude to God. 

 

3. Wise investors invest in forever. Money is only money. It’s just paper. It’s a temporary thing. But, when we give it 

to God’s kingdom it becomes much more than that as it is turned into things that last forever. J. Wallace Hamilton said, 

“Stewardship is that divine alchemy by which money is transmuted into men and material possessions exchanged for the 

eternal riches of mind and spirit.” 

  Biblical money management is a way to change temporary things into eternal things. When we give money to the 

church those pieces of paper you put in the offering plate are used to provide Bible study curriculum, pay mortgages, 

utilities and salaries so that this place can be a place where we teach people the eternal truth of the love of God. Money 

makes this temporary place possible.  

  Here in this temporary place people become Christians, eternal destinies are determined. God is worshipped and 

glorified here. All of this is made possible through the giving of money. Our money goes to cover the cost of sending 

missionaries all over the world so that they can give people the opportunity to accept what God has done for them in 

sending Jesus. Giving money is a way of making temporary things eternal. 

  On the wall of President Lyndon Johnson=s White Office hung a framed letter written by General Sam Houston 

(picture) to President Johnson=s great-grandfather, Baines, more than a hundred years earlier. Sam Houston=s signature 

makes the letter valuable, but the story behind it is much more significant. You see, Baines Johnson had led Sam 

Houston to Jesus Christ. And Houston was a changed man, no longer course and belligerent, but peaceful and content.  

  The day came for Sam Houston to be baptized B an incredible event in the eyes of those who knew his previous 

lifestyle and attitude. After his baptism Sam Houston stated that he’d like to pay half the pastor=s salary. When someone 

asked him, Why?. Houston=s simple response was, “My pocketbook was baptized too.” Like other followers of Christ, 

Sam Houston demonstrated the reality of God=s grace and that his conversion was real, by responding to that grace in 

the form of financial giving.  

  One of the most striking characteristics of the early Christians is that they were givers. They saw themselves not as 

owners, but as managers. Sadly, we know so little of their generosity and commitment. Acts 4:33 directly connects the 

fact that “much grace was upon them all” with their spirit of giving and generosity. They were faithful managers of 

God’s money and generous givers. So are you a wise investor? Are you investing in forever?     

  Are you a faithful giver? If you know Jesus Christ as your Savior, it’s unnatural for you not to be a giver. Christians 

give, without exception. “Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under 

compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver” (2 Corinthians 9:7). Obviously, not all will give the same, but all will 

give…without exception. It can’t be said any other way – if you claim to be believer and you’re not generous, then check 

your spiritual pulse. Our Lord gave it all – for us. It’s impossible to truly have embraced the Cross of Christ and be 

stingy and not feel compelled to give. We merely give as He has already given so much for us.  

  A faithful giver gives generously. Mark 14 records the beautiful story of Mary anointing Jesus with a very costly 

ointment. It’s interesting that some, even then, criticized her generosity. To them it was just too much to give, to lavish 

and even wasteful. Generous giving, faithful stewardship will often be labeled fanatical by some, even in the professing 

church. But what really matters is what Jesus thinks. Jesus so appreciated her gift of love that He vowed, “I tell you the 

truth, wherever the gospel is preached throughout the world, what she has done will also be told, in memory of her.” 

Love always generates lavish giving. Sadly, those who are the most reasonable, planned and calculating often give less.  



  How much is generous giving? A generous giver doesn’t look at giving as obligational or mandatory. They don’t seek 

to give the minimum. They don=t ask whether they should give off the net or gross. A generous giver will limit his 

standard of living so he can be more generous. To me a good beginning place for a young believer is a tithe. If someone 

is in deep debt, 5% consistently given while they’re systematically working at resolving their debt is better than a person 

who gives “lip service” to tithing, yet gives nothing. A tithe for someone of means though is a tip. It’s not a matter of 

percentage, it’s a matter of heart that makes one a generous giver.  

  A faithful giver gives regularly and systematically. It’s said that Christmas Eve is one of the busiest shopping days, or 

should I say Aevenings@ of the year B for husbands. Many husbands forget or procrastinate buying a gift for their wife 

until the very last minute.  Many Christians approach giving like that. They wait until they arrive at church. They see the 

ushers come forward and make a grab for their checkbook or quickly search their wallet...and they don=t understand that 

God is neither overjoyed or overflowing with appreciation at their last minute gift.  

  Our salvation was planned from the dawn of time. Shouldn’t we at least pre-plan and give more forethought to our 

giving than some spur of the moment, haphazard decision? It was this haphazard, hit-and-miss approach to giving that 

the Apostle Paul wanted the Corinthian believers to avoid when he told them, “On the first day of every week, each one 

of you should set aside a sum of money in keeping with his income” (1 Corinthians 16:2). That way when Paul arrived to 

get the money for the needy saints, no last minute collections would have to be made from people who’d not pre-planned 

or had spent what they should have given. Systematic giving is basic to Biblical giving.  

  Biblical giving means that we give God our best B it’s nearly impossible to give your best if there has been little or no 

forethought. It’s imperative that we plan our giving in advance and not simply give if we happen to be present, happen to 

feel moved by the offertory, or happen to have remembered our checkbook. Who wants to stand before the Lord and 

explain that His command to give was often disobeyed because, “Lord, I could never find a pen before the plate got 

there.”  

  It’s very rare for people to give substantially unless they give systematically. If you don’t give systematically, it’s easy 

to overestimate how much you give. In one church the financial secretary was handing out giving receipts. A man came 

up and said there had been a mistake, because his wasn’t there. The truth was that though he knew it had been a few 

months since he’d given, he actually hadn’t given a dime the whole year.  

  A systematic giver knows that it’s best to give in relation to income. If I’m paid weekly, then I should give weekly; if 

paid monthly, then I should give monthly. A farmer, salesman or someone self-employed who might receive large 

bonuses once or twice a year, should give just as regularly as they receive income.  

  You see, if I have a weekly income but wait to give until the end of the month, what’s typically going to happen is that 

other things are going to come up. I’m also neglecting the biblical principle of firstfruits. I may have every intention of 

catching up, but it rarely happens. It=s a bit like borrowing from family. When the bank wants their monthly loan 

payment, it’s easier to put off paying back family.  

  The longer I wait to give, the greater the chance the money will disappear. An emergency…some desire will arise. A 

benefit of giving early, even immediately, is it removes the temptation to spend the money on the temporal. And though 

we’re not to give for the budget, but as an act of worship, the fact is a local church operates on a budget. The average 

worshiper should ask themselves how the church could operate if everyone gave as much or as little, or as often, or even 

as rarely as they do.   

  A faithful giver gives voluntarily and cheerfully. Someone said, “The Lord loves a cheerful giver but He’ll even 

accept it from a grouch!”  

  2 Corinthians 9:7 says, “Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under 

compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.” Based on this passage, some rationalize that if they don=t feel like it, it’s 

wrong to give to the Lord. God delights in a believer who delights in giving. God wants us to give gladly. This is a 

higher form of giving. When I take care of my kids out of duty, it=s one type of care, yet when I take care of my kids out 

of love, it’s a totally different type of care.  

  While there are infinite reasons for joy in giving, one is knowing that we are investing in eternity. One day in heaven 

we’ll see tangible results of our giving, in people and in rewards. I expect to meet in heaven for the very first time folk 

who trusted Christ because I gave to world missions.  

  A faithful giver gives worshipfully. When Paul described the sacrificial giving of the Macedonian saints he said, “And 

they did not do as we expected, but they gave themselves first to the Lord and then to us in keeping with God's will” (2 

Corinthians 8:5). First to the Lord. Giving is not for the budget or the church B giving is an act of worship to God.  

  Ultimately it should be directed toward the One for Whom we give B our great God! He is the Creator, the source, the 

provider, the motivator, the need-meeter, the Savior. In giving, God is both the point of origin and the destination. He’s 



the source of all that we have and so He’s to be the recipient of part of our blessings. Giving is to be the response of a 

heart moved by the grace of God. That’s because grace engenders grace.  

  A gift inspires giving. The greater the gift, the greater the giving. As we consider all that God has given to us, then we 

give out of our overwhelming gratitude. We give because He first gave to us. God is such a great Giver that it’s 

impossible to respond to Him without giving.  

  One theologian wrote, “Grace and gratitude belong together like heaven and earth. Grace evokes gratitude like the 

voice an echo. Gratitude follows grace as thunder follows lightning.” Giving doesn’t border on worship, giving is 

worship. Giving is every bit of worship, as much as praying, preaching or singing praises. 

 

Conclusion: “Lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven…” Are you investing in forever? Are you wise and committed 

to L-O-N-G Term Investing? 

  Why don’t we give? We’re too focused on this brief life. God’s Word clearly says to each of us, “Live for yourself 

now, store up treasures on earth, and miss out in eternity; or, invest generously in eternity now, become rich toward God, 

and you will take hold of that which is life indeed.” We shouldn’t have to think very long about our decision! 

  Let me illustrate this for you and then we’re done. I saw Francis Chan use this to make this point.  

  See this rope. Picture this rope as forever. See this little black end, that’s your life…that’s my life. This little black 

portion represents cars, houses, vacations, going out to eat, entertainment, a motorcycle, an RV, that remodeling project, 

etc. There’s nothing wrong with any or all of those? Yet, isn’t it foolish, in light of forever, to invest everything in that 

little black end?  

  Are we wise? Do we really believe God? Because if you can’t trust God about investing in forever, how can we trust 

Him about anything?  

 

 

 


