
We are not Home yet                                                                   John 14:1-6 

Hardwired for Eternity                                                                          Sermon 12 

 

That’s not fair! How many times have you said that? Did you say it recently? Be honest…have you ever thought “God’s 

not fair.”  

  A few years ago I had the opportunity to hear Jerry Thacker (picture) speak. Jerry is a Bible college graduate, a 

Christian businessman, a conference speaker and author…and he has AIDS.  

   Jerry and his wife, Sue, contracted HIV as a result of a blood transfusion that was given to Sue in 1984 after she gave 

birth to their daughter. Sue gave birth to the couple’s third child by Caesarian section. Jerry remembers leaving the 

delivery room about 3 a.m. when his wife began bleeding heavily from the surgery. Two years later in 1986, Jerry tested 

positive for HIV. It was discovered following a blood donation. After additional blood tests, he discovered that his wife 

and daughter were also infected. His wife had apparently contracted HIV from the blood transfusion during her third 

pregnancy. Remember, it was 1986. 1986 was at the early onset of the AIDS epidemic. Screening of blood donations 

was not done as it’s done today. Jerry, his wife, and their daughter, Sarah are all infected with HIV. Sarah was infected 

as an infant through breast-feeding.  

  The Thackers are very committed believers. Neither Jerry nor his wife, a former 1st grade teacher, ever had sex with 

anyone but each other – and not until after they were married. The couple never considered doing illegal drugs. Yet, 

suddenly, the Thackers found themselves in the middle of the AIDS epidemic. But it doesn’t end there, the couple lost 

their 16-year-old son, Jared, to meningitis in 1995 and Jared wasn’t infected with HIV. If anyone could say, “That’s not 

fair! God, you’re not fair!” it’s the Thackers.   

  So what’s your “not fair” equation? It could be that you’re single or divorced. It could be that you’re married but 

unhappily married. It could be your job or health or family. Disillusionment with God, feeling that He’s not fair is not 

new or unusual. Sometimes we’re disillusioned with other Christians or the Church. In his book, Life Together, Dietrich 

Bonhoeffer (picture) warns of the damage caused by disappointment and unrealistic expectations of life in the church. 

But instead of an ideal God, instead of an ideal life, instead of an ideal church – what we get is God, life, even the church 

as it all really is. Many of us end up disillusioned. Some become cynical, angry or bitter.  

  Disappointment with God is not necessarily wrong or sinful; rather, it’s a part of the human condition. The 

word disappointment means “a feeling of dissatisfaction when one’s hopes, desires, and expectations fail to come to 

pass.” When God somehow fails to satisfy our hopes or doesn’t live up to our expectations, disappointment inevitably 

follows. If God doesn’t perform in the manner we think that He should, we become disillusioned with Him and 

dissatisfied with His performance. This can lead to a wavering faith in God, especially in His sovereignty and His 

goodness.  

  What’s the answer? What’s the solution? Forever. Jesus talks about it in John 14:1-6 (p. 901). What’s the cure for 

disillusionment? We are not Home yet. This morning we’re finishing our series, Hardwired for Eternity. We want to tie 

things up with how forever helps with today until we get Home tomorrow. If you’re taking notes… 

 

1. In this painful world, forever doesn’t seem to always be working out. Sometimes it’s events like the tragedy in Las 

Vegas. Sometimes it’s when we see the wealthy and powerful abuse others, but still prosper, enjoying health, wealth and 

glamorous living. During a difficult time in life when we’re suffering, the questions may intensify. We’ve tried to live 

godly, with regard for God and others, but there seems to be no rewards for righteous living. Everything we previously 

believed about God was solid ground for life, but now it seems that our feet are slipping. We’re in danger of falling into 

despair and hopelessness. We try to reason it all out, but only get a headache instead of answers. Let’s be honest… 

  The life of faith is often confusing. We’re all surprised by what God brings our way. Many carry deep questions and 

doubts in their hearts about God and His goodness. Many of them are believers, but the life has been sucked out of their 

faith. Underneath the worship songs and spiritual platitudes, they feel a bit ripped off and wonder what the promises of 

God mean after all. They may sit in front of you in church or attend your small group. They could be you. Few are bold 

enough to verbalize their doubts. But underneath the external habits of Christianity, they’re hurt, even cynical. Most hide 

behind terminally casual relationships, quite happy in the reality that no one really knows them or has a window into 

their soul and their real thoughts and feelings.  

  This messy type of faith is powerfully depicted for us in the shocking honesty of the Psalms. In the Psalms, life with 

God is not “churchy.” Instead the psalmists cry out “Why? Where? and How long?” At times they feel forsaken and 

often feel confused with life and with God.  

  Scripture does much more than comfort us with the reality that we’re not alone in our struggle. It unpacks for us God’s 

agenda by letting us read the last chapter of God’s story while we’re still living in the middle of the plot.   



  We’ve all seen movies or read books that didn’t make sense until we saw the last scenes or read the final chapter. The 

drama of forever in the last chapter of the Bible clears up our confusion and alleviates our doubts. Only through the lens 

of eternity does the work of God become clear and wonderfully comforting.  

  God has a single focus – Redemption. The single focus of the Trinity is captured in song by the twenty-four elders who 

bow down before the Lamb, Jesus Christ in the last book of the Bible, Revelation 5:9-10:  

“And they sang a new song, saying, 

‘Worthy are You to take the scroll 

    and to open its seals, 

for you were slain, and by Your blood You ransomed people for God 

    from every tribe and language and people and nation, 

and You have made them a kingdom and priests to our God, 

    and they shall reign on the earth’.” 

  Imagine all that could be celebrated at the end of time: so many blessings to remembered, so many battles fought and 

won, so many momentous historical moments, so many who lived faithfully. Yet these 24 singers focus on thing: 

Redemption. It’s the reason for celebration for all eternity.  

  All of history marches toward two moments. The first is the sacrifice of Jesus on the cross of Calvary. The price of sin 

had to be paid, so a loving God sent His own Son to be the final sacrificial Lamb to take our punishment and purchase 

our acceptance, our righteousness and our ultimate deliverance. The second event is the final defeat of sin and Satan 

once for all, and the welcome of all who believe into their eternal Home, free from sin, sorrow and suffering. God’s 

single focus is our redemption. 

  Yet, many of us don’t care about redemption as much as maybe we think we do. Yes, we know we have a sin problem, 

but in our heart of hearts, we just want life to work. When it doesn’t, we begin questioning God’s goodness and love. We 

become easily irritated with the minor hassles of life and become cynical, even angry when we face major difficulties. 

We don’t really believe that our greatest need is redemption. Yet, every day with our irritation, selfishness, unkind 

words, pride, impatience – we show that our greatest need is God solving our biggest problem – our sin.  

  God is incredibly patient. The word patience is derived from the Greek word makrothumia and is often translated as 

longsuffering. When Adam sinned, God didn’t charge into Garden with a drawn sword. Rather, He walked in and called 

out for Adam. We see God’s patience in dealing with our first parents and their sin, as He grants the initial revelation of 

His covenant of grace. We see the patience of God with His chosen people, the nation of Israel…even with their chronic 

grumbling in the wilderness. We see His patience throughout the Gospels as Jesus is rejected and forsaken. We see His 

patience in the establishment of the Church in the New Testament and in the ebb and flow of the Church 

throughout history. 

  God's patience enables Him to come after us. Jesus said, “For the Son of Man has come to seek and to save the lost.” 

The patience of God is God choosing to delay His reaction to my sin so that I can reflect and repent of my sin. God 

displays patience with a vile world. God is patient toward you and me as He is developing us and refining us, stretching 

us and growing us. I praise God for that patience — not only toward all of us but, specifically, His patience toward me 

when I am so spiritually dull. 

  You and I have to learn patience, but God IS patient. He doesn’t have to learn it. He is it. He’s not developing it. He 

continually displays it. As His children, we’re called to patience as well.  

  God doesn’t work according to our schedule. What we consider urgent isn’t usually urgent with Him. Though He never 

rests, He works with slow and patient grace to remake us into the likeness of His Son. He’s willing to take all the time 

needed to finally deliver us from our deepest, darkest dilemma – sin. “But You, O Lord, are a God merciful and 

gracious, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness” (Psalms 86:15).  

  God gives us unexpected grace. McDonald’s (picture) used to have the slogan: “You deserve a break today.” That 

pretty much sums up our philosophy of life. When tough times hit, when we struggle, we cry out to God for grace. What 

we don’t recognize is that we are already receiving His grace. We don’t recognize it because it’s not the grace we 

anticipated.  

  We want the grace of a “break.” We want release and relief. And God gives that to us periodically, but what we actually 

need is what God is zealously committed to – the grace of transformation. God often gives us the uncomfortable grace of 

difficulty as His tool of transformation. The grace of release and relief are coming. In eternity all pain and suffering will 

be over. On this side of forever, since none of us are yet grace graduates, we still need the uncomfortable grace of 

transformation.  

  When we look from the vantage point of eternity at what God is zealous about, what we’ve experienced from the hand 

of God begins to make sense. God isn’t committed to making our days comfortable or easy. He’s more committed to our 

eternal good. So in careful wisdom and faithful love, God leads us in places we wouldn’t have chosen to go. He requires 



us to deal with things we’d rather avoid. He does this, not because He doesn’t love us or care, but because He does. So 

He invades our lives with patient, transforming grace. He uses the difficulties of life in this broken world as tools of 

grace until His work of grace is finished and forever is our Home.  

 

2. God has promised forever joy, starting now. When a new Smart Phone, Tablet, Game console or a book is on the 

verge of being released, long lines of people will wait outside for stores to open, hoping they’ll be the first to purchase 

the new release. Many go to the extreme of going to the retailers the day before and anxiously waiting for the opening 

hour.  

  The same happens when a new movie is being released. But what do people look for when they go and wait? What will 

that newly released gadget, book or movie give them? They think it will give them joy. Much of what we call joy isn’t 

really joy. It’s way too fleeting, too connected to our circumstances to be real joy. But false joy abounds in our world. 

False joy puts a smile on your face for moment, then it’s gone.  

  We mistake temporary joy for real joy. This is the emotional high you feel when something good happens. It’s the 

momentary good feeling when you buy a new car or leave work for vacation. Temporary joy quickly leaves us empty, so 

we have to go back again and again to get another hit.  

  We mistake selfish joy for real joy. There’s something perversely intoxicating about inserting yourself in the center of 

your world. You get a buzz when you win an argument or manipulate someone in to doing something for you. You feel 

good when others notice you, when your story is the best story of the party, when people laugh at your joke the most. 

But selfish joy isn’t really joy at all, it’s spiritual thievery.  

  Selfish joy keeps us from loving God the way that we should. We’ve made ourselves the center of life and stolen His 

glory. We don’t love others as we should. In the pursuit of selfish joy, we rarely consider others.  

  We mistake sinful joy for real joy. Sin is fun. Why do you think so many do it? Sin makes you happy…temporarily. 

Maybe in childhood you shoplifted and got away with it. There’s a perverse high from that. People having an affair get 

some twisted high from violating their marriage vows. We get a buzz when we think we’ve gotten away with something, 

that we beat the system. We cheat a little on our taxes or color the truth. But violating God’s commands is never a 

pathway to joy. What we’re experiencing is not joy, but the temporary intoxication of self-rule. And as it did for Adam 

and Eve, it has a high price.  

  God wants to give us real, everlasting joy. Only a Christian can have this kind of joy. Remember Orel Hirschhiser 

(picture), the famed pitcher for the Los Angeles Dodgers. The Dodgers had just won the World Series and Orel 

Hirshhiser had been named “The most valuable player of the series.”   

  One of the broadcasts of the series showed Hirschhiser in the dugout just before the 9th inning started. He was leaning 

against the wall and his lips were moving. It was obvious that he was saying something to himself. 

  Later when he was a guest on the Tonight Show with Johnny Carson, Johnny asked him what he’d been saying. “I 

wasn’t saying anything,” Orel responded. “Well, then, tell us what you were doing.” Finally Orel replied, “I was 

singing.” “You were singing?” Johnny said. “I didn’t know you were a singer.” “Aw,” Orel said, “I’m not.” Johnny 

persisted, “What were you singing? Sing it for us now.” “Nah, I don’t want to sing.” But by that time the audience was 

chiming in with “C’mon, sing it, sing it to us!”  

  Finally, Orel Hirschhiser started to sing, “Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise Him all creatures here 

below.” Johnny was speechless. The whole audience was dead silent. Then, one person started clapping and soon the 

whole audience joined in applause.  

  But a Christian can sing “Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise Him all creatures here below” even if they 

lose the World Series. It’s how the Apostle Paul from a Roman prison cell could write, “Rejoice in the Lord always; 

again I will say, rejoice” (Philippians 4:4).  

  Real joy is vertical. It comes from a personal relationship with King Jesus and from resting in His plan for the world. 

Real joy is rooted in a belief that what God has told you about the last chapter of the story is reliable and true. When we 

live with forever in view, when we look at life from the vantage point of the whole story, we’ll experience a joy that’s so 

resilient, so sturdy that it does not evaporate in the heat of hardship. 

  Eternity reminds us that all that we see now is temporary. It tells us where God is taking us, His people and His world. 

Eternity celebrates the truth that Jesus wins! And that’s why it gives us eternal joy! Real joy is an inner peace, based on 

what you know to be true because it’s from the God who cannot lie and it results in a life of gratitude and expectancy.  

 

3. God has guaranteed us a place forever. In a cemetery in Indiana there’s a tombstone with an epitaph with the intent 

to make people prepare for death. It says, “Consider, friend, as you pass by. As you are now, so once was I. As I am now, 

you soon shall be. So prepare, my friend, to follow me.” Someone scratched another verse on the tombstone that says, 



“To follow you is not my intent. Until I know which way you went!” In John 14, Jesus tells us which way He went, John 

14:1-6 (p. 901)  

  Jesus provides us with peace now through faith.  “Do not let your hearts be troubled.” Did you notice that’s a 

command? When we talk about our emotions, we describe them as fixed facts: I’m happy. I’m frustrated.  I’m 

overjoyed. We use the same language that we’d use for any of our attributes. I’m 5 feet, 9 inches tall. I’m right-handed. 

I’m Caucasian. Those are fixed facts about me that I have no control over.    

  Our emotions though are not fixed. We have control over them. Just as they’re influenced by circumstances outside of 

us, our response to them steers them into the right direction. So how will we respond to our circumstances? 

  Let me illustrate this. Every day around noon my stomach starts to growl.  That’s a circumstance beyond my control. I 

need to choose how I respond. Ideally, I’ll eat something healthy, like fruit or a salad. But if I respond every day by 

eating a triple bacon cheeseburger, large fries, and a Coke, I can guarantee you before long my heart will be troubled, 

quite literally. 

  When Jesus tells us to not let our hearts be troubled, He uses a word that can also mean terrified or stirred. It describes 

those moments where our stomachs are churning with worry and anxiety, moments when our hearts are troubled. Jesus 

knows and offers the solution: His peace.   

  So how do we go about getting that peace?  Through faith, trusting in Jesus. This goes beyond mental agreement or 

affirmation. Jesus is talking about belief as total trust and reliance. We’re to place full and complete trust in the Son. To 

put it in today’s terms, Jesus told them, “I know you are worried, but don’t worry. Instead, I want you to trust me on 

this.” Through Him troubled hearts become trusting hearts. Place your confident trust in Him and His plan so you can 

have His peace. 

  Jesus prepares our place with the Father. Not only does Jesus provide us peace, He also prepares our place with the 

Father. Without Him we’d have no standing with God, but through Jesus our Home is with God.  

  When you read “rooms,” don’t imagine a private room with walls and a door you can lock, like a hotel. There’s no need 

for locks in Heaven. Think about sharing a big house with all the other Heavenly Family members—more like a bed and 

breakfast. When Paul wrote about Heaven, He used the metaphor of a building. He wrote, “Now we know that if the 

earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building from God, an eternal house in Heaven, not built by human 

hands.” (2 Corinthians 5:1)  

  I love the song by Audio Adrenaline (picture) about Heaven called, “Big House.” The chorus: “Come and go with me; 

To my Father’s House; Come and go with me; To my Father’s House; It’s a big, big house; With lots and lots of room; A 

big, big table; With lots and lots of food; A big, big yard; Where we can play football; A big, big house; It’s my Father’s 

House.” I don’t know that we’ll be playing football, but it’s a BIG house!  

  Sometimes Christians are criticized by skeptics. They say all we care about is “Pie in the sky.” The Christian life is so 

much more than just going to Heaven when you die. It’s not just “Pie in the sky.” It’s also “steak on your plate while you 

wait.” Following Christ means that we treat others with kindness and compassion. We forgive other people. If every 

person on the planet lived according to God’s Word, our world would be a much better place. We wouldn’t be having a 

national debate about gun control…we wouldn’t need to. Because the problem is not guns, it’s hearts.  

  While some say Christians are so heavenly minded that we are of no earthly good, the opposite is true. C. S. Lewis 

(picture) wrote, “Throughout history, the Christians who did most for this present world were those who thought most 

of the next…early Christians left their mark on earth precisely because their minds were pre-occupied with Heaven. It is 

since Christians ceased thinking of the other world that we have become so ineffective in this one. Aim at Heaven and 

you’ll get the earth thrown in. Aim at the earth and you’ll miss both.” A place has been prepared for you.  Have you 

accepted God’s gift of salvation so you can go? God longs for you to dwell with Him. 

  Jesus alone paves the path to God. Even though the disciples were told these things, they still didn’t get it. When Jesus 

told them they knew the way to where He was going, Thomas asked what He meant. What Thomas really did was ask a 

question everyone was thinking, but were too timid to ask. Jesus shared one of His greatest revelations: “I am the way, 

the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.”   

  Jesus provides us with peace, prepares a place, and Jesus alone paves the path to heaven and God. The way to get to 

where Jesus was going is through Jesus Himself. As unpopular as it may be in our culture to say it, Jesus is the only way 

to that. There’s no technique we can employ to take away the stain of sin in our lives. No mindful exercise will fix the 

problem. We can rebrand sin with clinical names or educational needs, but that doesn’t remove it. We can perform all the 

religious rituals there are, but none of those bring us closer to peace with God. None of these is the way. None of these 

holds any saving truth. None of these brings life. Only Jesus does. Only in Jesus is Eden restored and our relationship 

with God.  

  A missionary hired a guide to take him across a vast desert. When they arrived at the edge of the desert, the missionary 

saw before him trackless sands without a single footprint or a road of any kind. He asked his guide with a tone of 



surprise, “Where is the road?” With a reproving glance, the guide replied, “I am the road.” And so Jesus is the way to 

heaven. We must trust Him to take us there. 

  In his book, Fifty Reasons Why Jesus Came to Die, John Piper (picture) writes: “But what is the ultimate good in the 

good news?  It all ends in one thing: God himself. All the words of the gospel lead to him, or they are not the gospel. For 

example, salvation is not good news if it only saves from hell and not for God. Forgiveness is not good news if it only 

gives relief from guilt and doesn’t open the way to God. Justification is not good news if it only makes us legally 

acceptable to God but doesn’t bring fellowship with God. Redemption is not good news if it only liberates us from 

bondage but doesn’t bring us to God. Adoption is not good news if it only puts us in the Father’s family but not in his 

arms.” Jesus is our only point of access to God as part of His family.  Does that resonate with you? We don’t simply 

have access, we have a place in his house!  

 

Conclusion: Successful urban real estate developers will tell you that when you construct a building, it’s all about the 

windows. Someone asked a very successful developer why the units in his building sold while other buildings remained 

empty. He said, “Go and look at the windows in their building and then look at mine, and you’ll know the answer.” As it 

turned out, all of his new buildings had floor to ceiling windows.  

  The same is true about life. It’s all about the windows. All of us look at life through some type of window. Maybe it’s 

the window of the view of life that you were taught by your family. Perhaps it’s the window of your own experience or 

the experience of someone who’s influenced you. Maybe it’s the window of pain or past hardship. The point is that we 

all are looking through a window right now and it shapes the way that we see and respond to life. The key question is: 

What’s your window?  

  The window that I need and you need is one that looks Home, to our eternal Home. Scripture tells us that we must stand 

in front of a window called forever and look at life from that perspective. To do so we must trust God and His plan. We 

must embrace the brokenness of this world and its need for restoration. We must humbly admit that our biggest problem 

in life lives inside us, not outside of us. Our biggest problem is sin. We must realize that Jesus is the only way to forever 

and to rely on and rest in God’s forgiving and transforming grace. Finally, we must believe that life is moving, is moving 

forward toward a conclusion and that forever is real and coming. And it’s only as we embrace these things that life 

makes sense, has meaning, fulfillment and purpose. Forever means that God is already there and we can trust Him…We 

are not Home yet.  
 


