
Know your place                                                                             Luke 14:1-14 

Luke: Finding Jesus                                                                               Sermon 64 

 

Do you know your place? According to the Cambridge Dictionary, that term to “know your place” means to accept your 

position within society, an organization, your family, etc.  

  Are you like me? I hate trying to find my “place” at a wedding reception or some other banquet, especially if my 

relationship is a bit distant. As a pastor, you wonder if when they were planning out the seating plan, the discussion went 

something like this: “Okay, where can we put the minister?” “It can’t be next to Uncle Frank. You know he drinks too 

much and tells dirty jokes.” “I know. Don’t you have that one really religious friend? She was going to be a nun. Let’s put 

him at that table.”  

  Many don’t know their place. It happens in the office. The new hire, fresh out of college, pontificates about all the things 

the company does wrong. It’s the guy you’re not sure graduated from high school but knows the answers to all the world’s 

problems.  

  Today’s passage in Luke is about Knowing your place. None of the people that Jesus addresses knew their place. As we 

continue our series, Finding Jesus, please turn to Luke 14:1-14 (p. 873).   

  Luke’s Gospel has more mealtime scenes than any other Gospel. From his vision of the Christian life, from one 

perspective it’s a journey…from another, it’s a party. Several accounts in Luke end with a festive meal, like the parable of 

the prodigal son. This theme comes together in the Last Supper and, finally, after Jesus’ resurrection, the story of the 

friends on the road to Emmaus in Luke 24.  

  This is the 3rd time in Luke that Jesus is invited as a guest to a Pharisee’s table. Each time He’s a party pooper, making 

everyone uncomfortable. He challenges religious traditions and customs, spirituality and values of His hosts and fellow 

guests. You wonder why Jesus keeps getting invited back.  

  Most people have a picture of Jesus that’s something of a hybrid between Barney (picture) and Mr. Rogers (picture). 

That’s not Jesus. He didn’t come to make His culture comfortable. He didn’t come to make us comfortable. The values of 

the Kingdom of God challenge conventional religiosity and though we’re His church, His values challenge us. He turns 

churchianity on its head. His radical approach is summed up in Luke 14:11. 

  Jesus values those that we don’t. He appears repeatedly as the champion of the underdog, the marginalized and powerless. 

This passage reminds us that if we really know Him, we’ll reflect His generous values. The topsy-turvydom of the Kingdom 

of God must be reflected in our lives and church, even at the level of our relationships, guest lists and seating arrangements.  

  In our scene, a prominent Pharisee asked Jesus to dine at his home. A number of things took place at this table, none of 

which were pleasant. I’d imagine that when those at the dinner went home, they were grabbing the Rolaids. It wasn’t a 

pleasant occasion or a friendly conversation. It was a time of treachery and self-seeking on the part of the Pharisees present. 

It was a time of rebuke and harsh warnings from the lips of Jesus. There’s a tension in our text, the tension which exists 

between Jesus and those sitting at the table with Him. But let’s be honest, Jesus’ words upset us too.  

  There are three key words in this passage: hypocrisy, humility and hospitality. We all struggle with how Jesus applies 

these. We don’t live up to His values. So, do you know your place? If you’re taking notes…. 

 

1.There is no place for hypocrisy. A 12-year-old boy was waiting for his first orthodontist appointment and was a bit 

nervous. Apparently, he wanted to impress the dentist. On the patient questionnaire, in the space marked “Hobbies,” he 

wrote, “Swimming and flossing.” That’s a humorous example of how we’re all prone to hypocrisy. But spiritual hypocrisy 

isn’t humorous; it’s a dangerous and deadly sin.  

  The hypocrisy of professing Christians has served as an excuse for unbelievers to disregard the claims of Christ, saying, 

“The church is full of hypocrites.” The hypocrisy of Christian leaders has caused many believers to stumble. While Jesus 

was tender with many notorious sinners, He used scathing language to denounce hypocrisy. That’s the key word, hypocrisy.  

  What’s hypocrisy? Like many English words, the word originated in the Greek language. It’s a theatrical term. In Greek 

theater an actor often played multiple rolls in the same play disguising himself with a series of masks. For example, he 

might come in from one side of the stage wearing a smiling mask, as he delivered one liners to make people laugh. Later, 

he’d enter from the other side wearing a frowning mask as he delivered solemn, sad lines. 

  This actor was called a “hypocrite” (picture), someone with two or more “faces.” Over the years the word took on 

negative connotations, devolving to mean “two-faced.” It described someone who said one thing but did another. Someone 

who pretended to be something that his actions didn’t back up. 

  Jesus encountered hypocrisy many times during His earthly ministry, especially in the lives of religious leaders. Whenever 

He did, He always condemned it severely.  

  We find Jesus in the house of a ruler of the Pharisees. So, what’s a Pharisee? (picture). In our culture, they’d be Amish 

with an attitude. I don’t think I’m far off to say that their zeal and religious fervor would be somewhat like Shiite Muslims. 



2,000 years later we tend to think the Pharisees were a bunch of goons who had little to no righteousness. That really 

wasn’t the Pharisees. There were about 6000 of them in Israel. They were the cream of the crop when it came to dedication 

to God’s Law. That’s not a bad thing. But they missed the heart of the gospel and ended up hating Jesus the Messiah who 

came to redeem them. They were usually very moral. You wouldn’t mind working for a Pharisee, you knew he wouldn’t 

cheat you. A Pharisee would be a good neighbor. Today he’d be a Bible carrying, faithful Sunday church goer. They looked 

good, but they’re hypocrites.  

  They hated Jesus for the same reason the religious crowd still hates biblical Christianity. They were into externalism. 

They thought that they were good and were proud of their goodness. But Jesus said that they were dirty, rotten sinners, 

and He says the same thing to us.  

  You can’t go to heaven, if you think you’re good. To go to heaven, you have to be perfect…and the truth is that you’re a 

big mess, and so am I.  

  The Pharisees were from the right side of the tracks. They were Boy Scouts, the church leaders. They were smug about 

how good they were and how much God liked them. God had given His Law which we find in the Old Testament. But to 

show how good they were, they added to it. A key issue for them were Sabbath regulations. This meal, to make sure that 

they didn’t violate their Sabbath regulations, was prepared the day before and probably served at noon. They’re concerned 

about trivial details, but not about people or really even pleasing God. They just want to look and feel good.  

  Jesus calls them hypocrites. They hate Him and are watching Him intently. It’s very likely this was a set-up. This man 

with dropsy wouldn’t have been on the guest list. He’s a patsy because they knew what Jesus would do, that He’d heal the 

man. It was a sting operation, so they could accuse Jesus.  

  Have you seen the movie, Les Misérables? I’ve never read the book but the movie (picture) is powerful. The Pharisees 

are like the police inspector Javert, who relentlessly, legalistically pursues Jean Valjean through the years. All that Valjean 

has done is steal a loaf of bread to feed his family. He spends years in jail for it, yet somehow manages to escape. He 

repents and becomes a leader in the community. Nevertheless, Javert relentlessly pursues him, keeping to the letter of the 

laws, never seeing the human component, never knowing or showing mercy. 

  Jesus gives us the pattern for dealing with a Legalist. He asks: Is it lawful (referring to the Old Testament) to heal on the 

Sabbath? When the Bible is clear, we need to obey, no questions asked. But it was their traditions, their additions to 

Scripture that said it was unlawful. It’s not what Scripture says. Legalists add to Scripture. Or, they make major cases out 

of obscure, questionable texts.   

  Have you ever met an Anti-Halloween crusader? If you don’t want to celebrate Halloween, that’s fine. It’s a matter of 

conscience. It’s the soul liberty that we find in Romans 14 or 1 Corinthians 9. But an Anti-Halloween crusader isn’t just 

concerned about themselves. They believe that if another Christian takes their kids trick or treating, then they’re wicked 

and are sinning. It’s legalism because Scripture is vague.  

  Our tendency is to put our traditions and personal convictions on the same level with the clear teaching of Scripture. 

That’s legalism. That’s the Pharisees. But worse, they’re hypocrites. Listen to Jesus’ second question: Which of you, having 

a son or an ox that has fallen into a well on a Sabbath day, will not immediately pull him out? 

  Maybe if your son fell in a well, you’d leave him in there for a bit. Jesus’ point is that they’re more concerned about their 

livestock than a fellow human being. They’re more concerned about losing money with a lame ox than about an image 

bearer of God. They were hypocrites. And so am I, and probably, so are you.  

  I like money. I like what money can buy. And I find that too frequently I’m more concerned about money than I am about 

other image bearers of God.  

  Jane and I don’t fight often but I’d venture that we’ve had more fights over money than any other issue. It’s usually Jane, 

not the preacher, who’s more sensitive about Kingdom values and other image bearers of God.  

  The Pharisees knew Jesus couldn’t be in the presence of human suffering very long without doing something about it. 

The man had dropsy. It’s the only occasion in the Gospels where Jesus heals dropsy.  

  Dropsy is known as edema (picture) today. It’s when limbs, joints or other parts of the body swell with water. It’s can 

be caused by cardiac or renal disease. If it’s in the abdomen, it may be the result of liver infection.  

  I love what Jesus does here. Then He took him and healed him. The Pharisees didn’t want the man around. They believed 

dropsy was caused by sin, usually immorality. He’s just a tool for them to trap Jesus. They wouldn’t touch this man. He’s 

unclean. The original Greek though indicates that when Jesus healed him, He not only touched him, Jesus probably 

embraced him. He hugged him. I wonder how long it had been since this man had been touched by another human being. 

It’s just so Jesus! 

  Hypocrisy is synonymous with spiritual impotency. It’s probably the greatest problem in the Church today. It’s probably 

the greatest problem in our church. It means that we talk or think more spiritually, than we truly are.  

  Are you a hypocrite? How do you treat your spouse? How do you talk to them? How do you treat your children? How 

much are you in God’s Word? Are you a person of integrity? If the IRS audited you, what would they find? How do you 



talk about others? Are you a gossip? Are you smiles and hugs until they’re out of sight? Are you negative, yet act like it’s 

spiritual? What’s your attitude toward worship? Is it duty? You can’t wait to get it over, so you can get on with your day? 

How’s your patience? How about your concern for others? For the lost? Are you passionate about Jesus? The Gospel? Are 

you growing spiritually? If others scrutinized you like the Pharisees scrutinized Jesus, what would they see? The truth is 

that too often we’re like the Pharisees. We’re hypocrites. We talk the talk, but don’t walk the walk.  

  God’s Word applies to all of us, especially to those of us who teach and preach. John Calvin (picture) said, “It would be 

better for the preacher to break his neck going into the pulpit than for him not to be the first to follow God.” Richard 

Baxter (picture) exhorted his fellow pastors, to “preach to yourselves the sermons which you study, before you preach 

them to others.” The point is, to avoid hypocrisy, all of us must allow God’s Word to confront our sins and then respond 

with repentance and obedience.  

 

2. It is wise to choose a lower place for yourself. Our human tendency is to want to be in the important seats. We want 

to be in the #1 chair.  

  Prior to this, the Pharisees have been scrutinizing Jesus, now Jesus scrutinizes them. He first rebukes the guests. “Now 

He told a parable to those who were invited, when He noticed how they chose the places of honor, saying to them, ‘When 

you are invited by someone to a wedding feast, do not sit down in a place of honor, lest someone more distinguished than 

you be invited by him, and he who invited you both will come and say to you, “Give your place to this person,” and then 

you will begin with shame to take the lowest place. But when you are invited, go and sit in the lowest place, so that when 

your host comes he may say to you, “Friend, move up higher.” Then you will be honored in the presence of all who sit at 

table with you. For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted’.” 

  You’ve probably seen this situation. You’re at a football game. Some fans notice empty seats on the 50-yard line. They 

wait but when it looks like they’re not going to be filled, they go sit in them. But then the ticket owners arrive. They get 

booted from their seats and everyone is watching.  

  These guests came in to this feast and picked the best seats near the host. They may have done it nonchalantly, but they 

had an agenda. It’s about prestige. It’s a social pecking order. It happens at company meetings. Employees try to get a seat 

near the boss. But what if you choose a seat and the boss asks you to move so someone else, who he considers more 

important, can have your seat? It’s embarrassing. You’re shamed publicly.  

  That’s the picture Jesus gives, that it’s better to choose a seat on the back row and have the boss move you up, rather than 

pick one of the better seats and having the boss tell you to move to the back…in front of everyone. It’s so much better to 

be asked to come up, than to be told to go down.  

  This isn’t about social etiquette. It’s about living with eternal values. The key word is humility. God values humility. Do 

you value humility? Humility is one of the most defining traits of Christlikeness. We don’t value humility, we value 

assertiveness. We fight for our rights. We make sure we’re noticed. 

  You won’t find bestselling books on how to be humble. They don’t teach humility at Harvard Business School. But the 

world is wrong. We’re to be humble like Jesus. Philippians 2:8 describes Him, “And being found in human form, He 

humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.” We’re called to genuine humility.  

  Pride trips us up so often. We fight to ride shotgun. We get angry when we don’t feel we’re getting the attention we 

deserve.  

  Humility is a fundamental grace for the believer. The godliest people, the most spiritually mature are the humblest. Yet, 

it’s so elusive. If you know you have it, you’ve lost it. Humility is not thinking badly or meanly of ourselves, it’s simply 

not thinking of ourselves at all. As C.S. Lewis (picture) said, “True humility is not thinking less of yourself; it is thinking 

of yourself less.” And Jesus is our example. We need to pray the Holy Spirit will give us grace to imitate Him. So, this 

isn’t put on humility or pretending.  

  A couplet by George Herbert (picture) applies to this text: “Humble we must be, if to heaven we go. High is the roof 

there, but the gate is low.” There are no proud people in heaven. To go to heaven, you must humble yourself, admitting 

that you’re totally helpless to save yourself. Only the spiritually needy will go to heaven.  

  Pride is behind nearly every fight you have in your marriage. It’s the reason your kids squabble. It’s behind most church 

tiffs. It’s a “Me First” world. Pride is Satanic and cost Satan everything, condemning him to Hell. Pride damns more than 

any other sin. Proud people, like the Pharisees, don’t think they need a Savior. My friend, humility is the place of sanity 

and safety.  

  Some of you will remember the name of Thomas Hardy (picture) from English Literature class. When Hardy was at the 

height of his fame, after he was already a celebrated author of several bestsellers, Far from the Maddening Crowd, The 

Return of the Native and The Mayor of Casterbridge, Hardy submitted an article to a local newspaper. But with the article, 

he included a self-addressed stamped envelope, just in case his article didn’t meet the paper’s standards. They’d have 

published his grocery list if Hardy had sent it in. That’s humility. It’s what Jesus is talking about.  



  One of the main reasons people get divorced is pride. My friend, Amy Zott, who was a great lawyer, would ask individuals 

who sought her out to assist them with a divorce one question – Have you tried marriage counseling first? Not one client 

had. She said the usual response was, “I wanted to go but they wouldn’t go.” Why don’t we ask for help? Pride.  

  Isn’t the Church to be a place of humility? We’re all sinners, a big mess. So, why do we get ticked off at church? “Nobody 

noticed me. I want this program for me…or my family.” We’re egotistical and pride driven.   

  We have embraced a godless mindset of being special. Let me just sidebar on something very important. If you visit 

nearly any school in America, you’ll see poster after poster proclaiming: “You’re special!” But we’re not. There are 7 

billion of us. 7 billion? It’s hard to be special when you’re one in 7 billion. We’re doing a terrible disservice to our children 

if teach them that they’re special. Scripture doesn’t teach that. Read Romans 3.  

  We’re all needy and desperate but we’ve devolved into a narcissistic, self-idolization. We’ve raised a generation that 

believes that they’re the center of the universe (picture). God must be the center. No wonder children squabble and are so 

unhappy. Happiness never comes from self-service or egotism.  

  Take that into marriage. How does it work out? One reason we have school shootings and bombings is that those 

individuals were the center of what were diabolical worlds. You’re special is a recipe for disaster. Because if everyone is 

special, no one is. If everyone gets a trophy, trophies become meaningless. Purpose, joy, meaning is not found in the 

created but in the Creator. Your child is a depraved sinner just like you, helpless to gain even a smidge of favor with a 

Holy God. We need rescuing. We need a Savior and that’s very humbling.  

  Biblically, there’s no such thing as self-esteem. Those words aren’t in the Bible. God didn’t send Jesus to save us because 

we were worthy of being saved. No one is worthy of God’s favor or good enough to merit His love and grace. Isn’t that 

the whole point of grace? Grace is unmerited favor. It means that I’m not good enough. I bring nothing. My best, my so-

called righteousness is as filthy rags (Isaiah 64:6). There’s nothing that I can do to change those facts on my own. How 

can a sinner in need of salvation ever understand that he or she is a sinner in need of salvation apart from accepting the 

reality of their condition apart from Christ? 

  Please don’t misunderstand what I am saying. I’m not suggesting that we never share a kind or encouraging word to our 

children or to each other. But this thinking of a positive self is devastating the Church and our society.  

  A.W. Tozer (picture) wisely wrote: “A humble man is not a human mouse afflicted with a sense of his own inferiority. 

He has accepted God’s estimate of his own life. He knows he is weak and helpless as God declared him to be, but 

paradoxically, he knows at the same time he is in the sight of God of more importance than the angels. In himself, nothing, 

in God, everything.” 

 

3. We must make a place for those who have no place. Now Jesus turns His sites on the host. Look at verses 12-14.  

  Normal society works on the basis of mutual obligation: the reward for hospitality is to be invited in return. The threefold 

repetition of “repay” emphasizes this reciprocal expectation. The key word here is hospitality. 

  But God’s Kingdom is one of grace, not of quid pro quo. Jesus mentions four disadvantaged groups who can’t give back. 

As Jesus gave to us and we can never give back what He’s given, so we’re to give to those who can’t give to us. There’s 

repayment for this, but not in this life. Jesus is calling us to offer the same undeserved, unconditional grace that God has 

given us.  

  Now it’s not wrong to invite friends or family to a party. It just can’t end there. In Jesus’ day you didn’t invite the poor 

or disabled to a banquet (women weren’t invited either). Jesus commands us to put the ones who can’t ever pay us back at 

the top of our guest list. If we don’t reach out to others who can never benefit us, we must ask ourselves if really know 

Jesus?  

  Real love means opening our hearts to others even though they may provide nothing to us. It means saying hello to 

someone you don’t know. Stopping to really talk to someone of a different generation or culture. Inviting someone to 

coffee or lunch who’s pariah to others. It’s reaching out to the rejects at school, work or the neighborhood. We must look 

beyond ourselves. Hospitality is generously giving for no other reason than the love of Christ. 

  Why do we give sacrificially? Because God will reward us. You know why we have a hard time with this – we don’t 

really believe God, that He will reward us. Because if you believe something, you do it. When you really know Jesus, 

when you realize how unworthy you are, and how much God has given you. You give to those who can’t give back because 

you’re so overwhelmed by the love of God that you can’t help it!  

  This is a serious issue that demands self-examination. We need to ask: Who is in my social circle? When was the last time 

I did something for someone who was not in any position to do something for me? The guest list that Jesus gives us is the 

guest list of His own grace.  

  Our church needs this. We must grow into a culture of friendliness and hospitality. We tend to think we’re friendly 

because we talk to each other. 



  Can I challenge you to do something each week before you come to church? Pray about where you’re going to sit and 

who the Lord wants you to connect with. If you sit in the same place each Sunday and others sit in the same place, you’re 

going to connect with the same people. No one should ever enter our doors without being welcomed because we represent 

Jesus!  

 

Conclusion: The Pharisees tried to trap Jesus but ended up being trapped. Jesus put them in their place. They presumed 

that they were in the Kingdom but were in fact lost. Jesus was saying that how we live reveals either the authenticity or 

the absence of our faith. True members of the Kingdom love God and are learning more and more to love the unlovable.   

  Yet, as I look at the word hypocrisy, I know that I’m prone to it. I look at the word humility and I know that I’m far from 

it. Then I look at the word hospitality and I struggle with it. And that’s why I need His amazing grace, every moment and 

hour…as much as I did the hour I first believed.  

  Because of grace, Jesus has gone to prepare a place for me. Until then, I want to live as heavenly as I can. How about 

you?  


