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Holocaust survivor, Elie Wiesel (picture), knew firsthand what he was speaking of when he said, “There may be times 

when we are powerless to prevent an injustice, but there must never be a time when we fail to protest.”  

  As Bible-believers, we’d slightly change that: “There may be times when we are powerless to prevent an injustice, but 

there must never be a time when we fail to pray.” That’s what our passage in Luke is about this morning…injustice and 

prayer. Our world overflows with injustice. God’s people need to overflow with prayer.  

  Last November an illegal immigrant from Mexico was acquitted of murder by a San Francisco jury in the fatal shooting 

of local woman. Jose Garcia Zarate (picture) who’d already been deported to Mexico five times since first entering the 

U.S. as a juvenile, was charged with the killing of Kate Steinle on a San Francisco pier. Defense attorneys said Zarate 

found the gun and it accidentally discharged, striking Kate. Prosecutors though argued he’d intentionally fired the gun 

when a bullet struck her. But the jury acquitted him of murder and only found him guilty of illegal possession of a 

firearm. He got three years. Kate’s father, Jim Steinle (2 pictures), told the San Francisco Chronicle, “Justice was 

rendered, but it was not served.”  

  After 16-year-old Ethan Couch (picture) took an intoxicated drive around Burleson, Texas that ended with four deaths, 

he pled guilty to intoxication homicide. His lawyer argued he wasn’t capable of taking responsibility because of a 

condition known as affluenza, that afflicts the very wealthy. The judge gave him 10 years’ probation. Couch used his 

wealth to get a slap on the wrist for a crime that’d have seen other Texas juveniles go to prison for anywhere from 5 to 

15 years. “Justice was rendered, but it was not served.” 

  Are you the victim of injustice? It may have been a serious one. What do we do when faced with injustice? What do we 

do when we pray and nothing seems to happen? Do we give up? Maybe you have.  

  That’s what happened to Ted Turner (picture), the cable TV tycoon. He gave up on prayer and God. Turner confessed 

he gave up on Christianity, “when, despite my prayers, my sister died.” His is the attitude many have about perceived 

injustice and prayer. Many will pray about something for a while. When an answer doesn’t come when they think it 

should, they quit, saying “What’s the use?” Maybe we wouldn’t admit that, but many of us have done the same thing. 

Our passage in Luke 18 is a story of injustice and persevering prayer. Please turn to Luke 18:1-8 (p. 877).  

  In Luke 18, we have two parables in a row about prayer that are only found in Luke’s Gospel. Both are unusual as 

parables. Most parables are a sting in the tail in that they tell us what they’re about at the end. Yet, in these two, Jesus 

tells us what they’re about in the beginning. We’re focusing on the first one today. It’s about persistence in prayer. Jesus 

is telling us something that we need to hear again and again, Don’t give up…on prayer! 

  This is one of those occasions when those pesky chapter and verse divisions get in the way. Scripture didn’t originally 

have them. The context is Luke 17 that we talked about last Sunday – Christ’s Second Coming and the persecution that 

will be poured out on God’s people, “the elect” before Jesus’ return. It’s why Jesus urges “that we ought always to pray 

and not lose heart.” The truth is that I do lose heart, so do you. It’s why we need this exhortation, Don’t give up…on 

prayer! It’s why we must be praying for Christ’s soon return that the Apostle John pled for, “Even, so come Lord Jesus” 

(Rev. 22:20). We must persevere in prayer. If you’re taking notes… 

 

1.All of us struggle with discouragement, “And [Jesus] told them a parable to the effect that they ought always to pray 

and not lose heart.” Someone defined patience as “the quality you admire in the driver behind you, but can’t stand in 

the driver who’s in front of you.” Do you like to wait? Christ’s Church has been waiting for 2,000 years for His return. 

We tend to be easily discouraged. Waiting only accentuates that tendency.  

  Satan wants to discourage us and get us to give up on waiting. and give up on prayer. During the time between Jesus’ 

ascension and Second Coming, the world has gone on in its indifference toward God, much as it had in the days of Noah 

and Lot. The Church is much like this widow in Luke 18, left without her heavenly Bridegroom, maligned and 

persecuted by the ungodly.  

  The key to persevering comes as we continue in believing prayer. Let’s get very personal. How much do you pray? Are 

you more prone to whine or pray? Are you more prone to post a complaint on Facebook than pray? 

  To not lose heart in prayer, it’s imperative that we understand both God and ourselves. Paul challenges us that we 

should “pray without ceasing” (1 Thess. 5:17). That doesn’t mean we’re prayer hermits. Jesus wasn’t. Yet, prayer was 

something Jesus frequently engaged in, even though of all the people who’ve ever lived on this earth, Jesus had the least 

need to pray!  

  The word Paul used to urge us to pray without ceasing is the same word used for repeated military assaults. An army 

would attack, then withdraw and regroup. Then, they’d attack again and again until they achieved victory. That’s how we 



are to pray. The word was also used for a hacking cough. A person with a hacking cough, coughs repeatedly. It’s how we 

should pray.  

  Prayer is not some optional activity for the more committed. It’s a vital necessity for every believer. It acknowledges 

our total dependence on God. In fact, prosperity can more easily make us prayerless than tough times. Not to pray is 

arrogance. It’s as if I’m saying, “Thanks, God, but I can handle this by myself.” Prayer helps inoculate us from 

discouragement. If you’re struggling with discouragement: How’s your prayer life? Jesus knew we’d struggle with 

discouragement and with being people of prayer.   

 

2. The human heart inherently desires justice, “[Jesus] said, ‘In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared 

God nor respected man. And there was a widow in that city who kept coming to him and saying, ‘Give me justice against 

my adversary.’ For a while he refused, but afterward he said to himself, ‘Though I neither fear God nor respect man, yet 

because this widow keeps bothering me, I will give her justice, so that she will not beat me down by her continual 

coming’” (vss. 2-5). Have you read any books by John Grisham (picture)? He’s one of my favorite authors. If you’ve 

never read The Testament (picture), I’d encourage you to. It has a powerful biblical worldview message. My favorite 

Grisham movie is probably The Rainmaker (picture). It’s about justice triumphing. A big corporation with their army of 

lawyers take advantage of a poor family. It’s a David and Goliath story. They’re defeated by a young, novice attorney. 

Justice prevailed! That’s the scene Jesus paints. Justice prevails!  

  This judge is a pig. He’s heartless. He doesn’t care what anyone thinks, including God. He doesn’t give a rip about this 

poor widow. We have a case similar to this today making its way through the courts. A couple started a Gofundme 

account for a homeless veteran (picture) who gave the woman his last $20 for gas after she was stranded in a bad 

neighborhood. It created a lot of sympathy for this vet, but this couple have been accused of taking advantage of the 

homeless guy and embezzling $400,000 from the account.  

  A judge with no fear of God is frightening even in a secularized world. It means he believes he’s unaccountable. He 

recognizes no universal ethic or absolutes outside of his own self-interest. History’s worst villains, disingenuous as they 

were, even Hitler and Stalin, professed love for humanity. Not this guy. He’s capable of anything except justice. Judges 

like him were scoundrels, easily bribed even for a dish of meat.  

  In that culture no one was more vulnerable than a widow. It’s why Scripture continually urges us to care for widows 

and orphans. Luke mentions widows more than any other book of the Bible, 15 times. This widow has been seriously 

defrauded by someone and is desperate. But she has huge hurdles to overcome. Being a woman, she had little standing 

before the law. As a widow, she had no husband to stand with her in court. Apparently, she doesn’t have a son, at least of 

age, to assist her. She may not have been old, as we picture. Women often married in their early teens back then. She’s 

poor and couldn’t afford a bribe even if she wanted to. She’s completely vulnerable with an enemy taking advantage of 

her. It’s heartrending.  

  While this widow has no resources and no hope of ever extracting justice from this unscrupulous judge, she has one 

weapon, persistence. Luke’s wording leaves open the possibility that she confronted him everywhere, not just in court. 

She followed him around, perhaps went to his home. She’s so desperate for justice she makes a nuisance of herself. 

There’s a note of humor in the wording. “Beat me down” can mean, lest she “give me a black eye.” It’s quite possible 

the judge feared she’d punch him in the nose. This desperate widow was going to be heard, no matter what! In the end, 

her persistence won the day! The rogue judge had met his match.  

  A huge Chicago company is one of the world's largest magazine fulfillment firms and handle magazine subscription 

mailings via computer. Among other things, they send out renewal and expiration notices. But the company's computer 

malfunctioned. Soon after, a rancher in Powder Bluff, Colorado, got 9,734 separate mailings informing him that his 

subscription to National Geographic had expired. This got the rancher’s attention. He dropped what he was doing and 

traveled 10 miles to the nearest post office, where he sent in money for a renewal, along with a note that said, “I give up! 

Send me your magazine!” Persistence pays off! There’s something about multiple requests that brings answers. It’s what 

the crooked judge did. He gave up!  

  There is little that so grieves us as injustice. It’s the catalyst behind most protests and angry crowds. We love to root for 

the underdog and cheer when the bully gets his comings up. Isn’t that the attraction with our super hero movies today? 

One franchise is even called the “Justice League.”  

  In a powerful story like this, we have a natural affinity for the poor widow. We like to think that we’re like her, 

innocent victims. But how many times are we more like the judge? First, do we really fear God? Do we respect Him, 

honor Him, submit and obey Him? Or, are we like the judge, “God does not weigh heavily in my life. God doesn’t factor 

heavily in my decision making. What God says isn’t really all that important to me.”  

  Second, do we really care about people? Not just in theory but in practice. This judge sees this woman in great need, 

suffering injustice. He says and does nothing. He’s in a position where he could help, but he won’t.  



  Who could you be helping, but you’re not? Who could you be serving, but you’re not? It’s not enough to value love and 

compassion. Believers are to have a lifestyle that embodies those stated values of love and compassion.  

  Third, when someone is vulnerable, do we protect or exploit them? This widow is vulnerable. Someone is doing 

something illegal and sinful to her. She can’t afford an attorney. No one is there to defend her. 

  You and I are continually given opportunities to protect others, to protect their reputation. Your boss or even a 

purported friend is verbally trashed. There’s no evidence that it’s true. It’s one person’s word. They’re vulnerable and 

not there to defend themselves. Do we step in? Say something? Or, do we stand quietly by while their reputation goes 

through the meat grinder?  

  I have a pastor friend who’s been repeatedly verbally maligned falsely. It wasn’t the attacks that so grieved him. It was 

that those who said they loved and supported him, but never stood up for him. If you’re in leadership or have ever been 

in leadership, you understand his pain.  

  God’s justice is part of His very nature. God’s people must care about justice, especially for those who are weak or 

can’t protect themselves. 

 

3. God is the only One with whom there is true justice, “And the Lord said, ‘Hear what the unrighteous judge 

says. And will not God give justice to His elect, who cry to Him day and night? Will He delay long over them? I tell you, 

He will give justice to them speedily” (vss. 6-7). Jesus’ point with this parable is a contrast. God is the polar opposite of 

this evil judge. God is  always just, always on the side of right and always against injustice. We always have a final court 

of appeals.  

  A great burden of this life is that justice isn’t always done. Bad guys sometimes win. The guilty go free. But there is 

another court. We have an almighty Judge who will do what’s right. In the end, God will render perfect justice in the 

whole universe. As Abraham prayed, “Shall not the Judge of all the earth do what is just?” (Gen. 18:25). Graham Cole 

(picture) insightfully said, “The Bible is not so much concerned with the arrival of evil. It’s more concerned with the 

survival of evil.” We don’t know why God allows evil, but we do know He won’t allow it forever. Justice is coming.  

  There’s a contrast between the “elect,” which is a description of God’s people as His chosen ones and the ungodly 

world from which they’ve been chosen. The “justice” referred to is the vindication of a persecuted minority. In the end a 

just God will make sure His people do not lose out.  

  Around the world, God’s people are a persecuted minority. Next Sunday the Cummins family, missionaries to Turkey, 

will be with us. Persecution is heating up there, as it is in much of the world. Because we in America don’t face what 

much of what our brothers and sisters face around the world, persecution seems a bit strong. Yet, even here more and 

more Christians are bullied for their faith. Christians lose their jobs because they believe in the teachings of Jesus. Some 

are despised because of their association with Jesus, but the God of justice sees it all.  

  This widow was insignificant in her world, but not to God. We’re God’s chosen ones, created in His image, redeemed 

by His Son. Because of who God is and who we are, we don’t have to nag God. The contrast between God and this 

unjust judge is meant to encourage us in our prayers.  

  This widow is anonymous. As far as the judge was concerned, she’s a nobody. But God knows our name. Our names 

are written in the Lamb’s Book of life. We were loved in Christ before the foundation of the world.   

  This widow had no friend at court to help her. When believers pray, our Savior is our Advocate (1 John 2:1) and High 

Priest (Heb. 2:17-18). He constantly represents us before the throne of God. We don’t come to a court of law. We come 

to the throne of grace (Heb. 4:14-16). She pled out of her poverty, we have all of God’s riches available to us to meet our 

every need (Phil. 4:19). Yet, when we fail to pray, our condition spiritually will be just like that of the poor widow. That 

should motivate us to pray. We need to be a people of prayer, yet too often we’re not.  

  Prayer needs to be a priority. It’s easier to teach about prayer for 30 minutes than to pray for 30 minutes. Prayer is 

work. For me there’s no other discipline in the Christian life where I feel so inadequate.  

  For many prayer is like a raincoat. We leave it hanging in the closet ready for use if the weather demands it, but it’s not 

something to wear every day. Like a raincoat, prayer seems unnecessary as long as the sun is shining. It’s easy to fall 

into the snare of complacency, thinking that since life is relatively free from discomfort and tragedy, prayer can just hang 

in the closet. When the storms of life hit, even an atheist will pray.  

  Irish atheist author, Conor Cruise O’Brien (picture), wrote about leaving his wife in the hospital the night before she 

was facing a big operation. He got into the car in the hospital parking lot and found himself praying for her. He’d refused 

to pray for years, now the thought of losing her overwhelmed him. So, in spite of all his secular ideals he prayed, much 

to his surprise. His wife recovered and he didn’t pray again. Prayer for him was a raincoat to put on only when it’s 

raining. Jesus told His disciples this parable to show them that they should always pray and not give up. 

  Prayer needs to be passionate, “who cry to Him.” What is passionate prayer? James 5 tells us that Elijah prayed 

passionately (vss. 16-17). God wants our prayers to be passionate. He wants us to care about what we pray for. God gave 



us our emotions and wants us to get emotionally involved in our prayers. Such prayers often emerge from urgencies that 

cause believers to drop everything else, to pray passionately and unashamedly, as though their life or the life of a loved 

one, depends upon it. This kind of passion is what Leonard Ravenhill (picture) meant, “God doesn’t answer prayer. He 

answers desperate prayer!” God doesn’t answer because we beg or twist His arm, yet we frequently pray as if we’re 

ordering lunch at McDonald’s. 

  Prayer needs to be persistent, “day and night.” Prayer is the life-breath of the Christian and one of the first evidences 

of salvation. We’re to cry out to God day and night, praying with unwearied persistence. We realize we’re in great need 

and our only hope is in God. We persist in prayer not because we don’t have His attention, but because we know He 

cares and will hear us. God honors persistence. This widow had been knocked flat, but refused to stay down. She 

persistently got up, making her request to the judge.  

  One pastor told of an interesting experience after a baptismal service. He writes: “I bumped into a woman in the 

stairwell who was crying. I thought this was a little odd, since the service was so joyful. I asked her if she was all right. 

She said, ‘No, I’m struggling.’ She said, ‘My mom was baptized today. I prayed for her every day for almost 20 years. 

The reason I’m crying is because I came this close to giving up on her. At the 5-year mark I said, “Who needs this? God 

isn’t listening.” At the 10-year mark I said, “Why am I wasting my breath?” At the 15-year mark I said, “This is absurd.” 

At the 19-year mark I said, “I’m just a fool.” But I just kept trying, kept praying. Even with weak faith I kept praying. 

Then she gave her life to Christ, and she was baptized today. I will never doubt the power of prayer again.”  

  Prayer needs to be patient, “Will He delay long over them? I tell you, He will give justice to them speedily.”  Not only 

will God avenge His children, He’ll do it speedily. Since we know His word is true, we know He’s promised to avenge 

us speedily. Yet, we must realize that His definition of speedily is different than ours. Our “speedily” fits into the “I 

needed it last week” category, right? Not God’s.  

  Though in this life we may not understand the reasons why God delays to answer our cries of agony, we can know for 

certain that He never delays to answer because He doesn’t care for us or because He’s unable to do what we need. God is 

able to do far more than we can ask or think, even if it all seems impossible to us. Because He’s omniscient, God knows 

the needs we don’t bring to Him in prayer. Because He’s omnipresent, He can deal with your needs here at the same 

moment that He’s dealing with some needy saint in Bangladesh. Because He’s omnipotent, He has unlimited power. 

Meeting your need won’t drain His supply! God’s delays are always for our good, even if the reasons are hidden from us. 

Max Lucado (picture) wisely writes, “I only know His timing is always right. Though you hear nothing, He is speaking. 

Though you see nothing, He is acting.” 

 

4. Will God find us faithful to the end? “Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes, will He find faith on earth?” (vs. 

8). Jesus’ question implies that such faith won’t be found unless His disciples learn to “always to pray” and not give up. 

Continual prayer until He comes is not only the evidence of faith, it’s a means of growing in faith until He returns. The 

end times won’t be days of great faith. Only eight people were saved in Noah’s day and only four out of Sodom. 

Passages like 1 Timothy 4 and 2 Timothy 3 paint a dark picture of the last days. One survives in a decaying world 

through prayer that recognizes justice will ultimately come when King Jesus returns.  

  Will Jesus find faith when He returns? In one sense the answer is obvious. Jesus promised that His Church will endure. 

The bigger question is: Will He find you in the faith? One of the ways we demonstrate that we have faith is by not losing 

heart and continually praying for His kingdom to come. As Augustine (picture) said, “When faith fails, prayer dies. In 

order to pray then, we must have faith.” Do you have faith? Faith and prayer go together. We must be a people of prayer 

while we wait for Christ’s return. Such prayer is life changing.  

 

Conclusion: As we wait for Christ’s return, we’re completely dependent upon God. We live our lives now and in the not 

yet. We face trouble and we’re in trouble. As we realize our desperate need for God’s help until Christ returns, we’ll 

faithfully pray.  

  What can we learn? What are the lessons we can take home with us today?  

  We must work at prayer. It’s more than setting aside a time and place for prayer (though that’s a good start). We must 

pursue the right heart and attitude in prayer. We must learn to pursue prayer for a relationship with God rather than for 

more stuff from God. We must seek His will, not ours. 

  We must pray honestly. Rather than trying to sound pious, we must pursue genuineness and honesty before our 

Heavenly Father. It’s okay to tell God you’re scared or frustrated, that you’re having trouble doing what He wants you to 

do, or that you don’t know what to do. If you can’t trust God with the truth, you don’t trust Him. Honesty is the key to 

intimacy in any relationship. 

  When we pray for others, we must do so in submission to God’s will and plan. Though we should pray for healing or 

deliverance, we must do so with the understanding that sometimes God is doing something more wonderful than we 



understand and something different than what we expect. Part of our frustration in prayer is that we, in our arrogance, 

assume that what we think is right and is what God should do. It’s the real reason for our frustration at “unanswered 

prayer.” We’ve already decided what the answer should be. 

  But when God doesn’t do what we want, we impugn His character by saying He didn’t answer our prayer. Often God is 

doing something much greater than our feeble minds can grasp. His answer is more profound (and wonderful) than we 

can presently comprehend.  

  We must never give up. Jesus wants us to see that the battle for the Kingdom of God is one worth fighting. He calls us 

to endure. We’re to enter into relationship with God in prayer and hold on tight, confident that God is the Judge who is 

eager to do what is good, right, and excellent.  

  Though we may struggle with prayer, we must persevere. Though it seems we’re not getting anywhere, we must not 

give up and keep praying. We don’t need to fear Him or convince Him to help us. Our Heavenly Father loves us. Our job 

is to hang on and never let Him go. We must persist in prayer! 

  And if we do this, we’ll be among those who will be found faithful when He comes. Will Jesus find you faithful?  


