“Our dilemma is that we hate change and love it at the same time; what we really want is for things to remain the same but get better.” Sydney J. Harris


Almost since I got my first computer, I’ve heard people complain about Microsoft. But in the not too distant future there may be no Microsoft to complain about. A company that once symbolized the future is now living in the past and consumers are turning their backs on Microsoft according to a recent CNN report. Microsoft has been late to the game in crucial modern technologies like mobile, search, media, gaming and tablets. It’s even fallen behind in Web browsing, a market it once ruled with an iron fist. And it’s not like Microsoft didn’t have the resources or even foresee the changes ahead. With a staff of almost 90,000, the company has many of the tech world’s brightest minds on its payroll, and has incubated projects in a wide range of fields that later took off. In fact, Microsoft was way ahead of their competition in many areas, but then either failed to bring those products to market, or didn't execute.


“In this age, the race really is to the swift. You cannot afford to be an hour late or a dollar short," says Laura DiDio, principal analyst at ITIC. "Now the biggest question is: Can they make it in the 21st century and compete with Google and Apple?” Some influential analysts don’t think so. Several have downgraded Microsoft's stock as PC sales continue to slow and Microsoft continues to struggle. Their stock is down more than 17% this year. So is this Microsoft's Waterloo? Will it become the next IBM? Only time will tell. 


As I read that article, I thought, “I hope that never happens to our church.” 

Sadly, every year between 3500–4000 churches close their doors and half of all churches last year did not even add one new member through conversion growth. It’s estimated that churches lose an estimated 2,765,000 people each year in the United States. 


While I have no concern about the “Church.” Jesus promised that even Hell itself would not be able to prevail against His Church (Matt. 16:18). We all though must be concerned for the future of our “church.” The time to take steps to protect our future is today. Every church is one generation from extinction. That begins with first becoming either insignificant or irrelevant. The church I grew up in, though a “mega-church” of its day, is dead. Though absorbed by another church, keeping the original name, for all practical purposes that once great church is dead and gone. A church is on its way to the morgue if it succumbs to some very tempting, yet deadly maladies. 


Pragmatism. The problem with pragmatism is that it works...at least in the short term. Churches are easily caught up with what is working to grow and gain new people, but will often jettison God’s truth for temporal gain. That’s going to be a greater temptation as our culture devolves into a Post-Christian age. For example, we’ll face increasing pressure to cave to the homosexual agenda and soften our stance that we believe that homosexuality, like all sexual sins, is wrong and that we believe the Bible teaches that a heterosexual monogamous marriage is the only sexual relationship that has God’s blessing. 


Hedonism. “Do I feel good? Does going to church give me pleasure?” Greater values is given in our emotionally driven world to that which makes me feel good. And I avoid anything that gives me pain. But being honest before the authority of God’s Word hurts. It acts as a mirror pointing out my need as a sinner for a Savior. It means I must deny my flesh and keep my body under subjection (1 Cor. 9:24-27). Music is more emotional than intellectual. Many churches have become little more than weekly concerts with a sermonette tagged on the end. They’re more concerned with tickling ears than  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 changing hearts (2 Timothy 4:3). 


Consumerism. Many see a church as a “spiritual franchise.” It’s what’s in it for me. Are my kids being taken care of? Is there a program for my teen? Are there women’s Bible studies? Do they have a sports league for men? The list goes on and on. While there’s nothing wrong with any of these things. It’s the focus that is problematic. It’s on self rather than on service. It’s what can I get, rather than what can I give. It’s, are my needs being met, rather than how can I serve and honor the Lord in this ministry.  
Materialism. It’s important that a church facility looks nice but that’s not the greatest problem with materialism. Most of us have such a long list of things we just “gotta have,” there’s little left over for giving to God’s work. The church limps along with limited staff and facilities while members of the congregation have nearly every convenience money can buy, even if it means going in hock to get them. We rob God to invest in our temporary, transitory lifestyle (Malachi 3:8). Our wants become needs...and are frequently little more than greeds. Think of all of the “things” that you’ve convinced yourself that you “have to have” that most of us grew up without and never knew that we missed them. We tip when God has called us to at the minimum to tithe. Then, we wonder why God doesn’t bless us and our church. Remember, dead churches cost nothing. Since our Heavenly Father is generous and sacrificial, He wants His children to also be generous and sacrificial. 


Traditionalism. There’s nothing wrong with traditions. There is though a great gap between traditions that give us roots and traditionalism that becomes a rut. If our church is going to be relevant for this generation and tomorrow’s, we can’t just do, work, sing, worship...the way that we always have without being "frozen to history." God’s truth never changes, thus our message must never change. But, as culture changes, we must continually adapt our methods. 


Intellectualism. American culture values  study and knowledge...and that’s a good thing. Our tendency though is to gain knowledge without application. Truth without practice is sterile. The book of James unpacks for us that it is never enough to just “know” the Truth, we must live out the Truth. 


There are other maladies that could be listed. The point is that we must never rest on our laurels. We’re not to allow ourselves to become apathetic or spiritually satisfied. We must be alert to spiritual diseases infecting our church. We must keep going forward and growing until we finally arrive Home and hear, “Well, done, good and faithful servant!”
