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What’s the Point!?!                                                Sermon 01 

 

The Sobibor Nazi Death Camp was set in the scenic woods near the Bug River, which separates Poland and Russia. The 

natural beauty of the setting stood in stark contrast to the stench and horror of the camp, where torture and death awaited 

every man, woman, and child who arrived there. 

  But on October 14, 1943, Jewish slave laborers in Sobibor surprised their captors by using their shovels and pickaxes as 

weapons in a well-planned attack. Some of the Jewish prisoners cut the electricity to the fence, using captured pistols and 

rifles to shoot their way past German guards. Hundreds of others stormed through the barbed wire and mine fields to the 

potential safety of the nearby forest. Of the 700 prisoners who took part in the escape, 300 made it to the forest. Of those, 

less than 100 are known to have survived. The remainder were hunted down by the Germans and executed.  

  One of the survivors was a man named Thomas Blatt—or Toivi, as he was known in his native Poland. Toivi was only 

fifteen when his family was herded into Sobibor. His parents were executed in the gas chamber, but Toivi, young and 

healthy, was a prime candidate for slave labor. In the confusion of the escape, Toivi attempted to crawl through a hole in 

the barbed wire fence but was trampled by other prisoners who stormed the fence. As a result, he was one of the last to 

make it out of the camp. 

  Ultimately, Toivi and two companions set off on a nightmare journey through the dense forest. By day they rested 

beneath the camouflage of brush and branch; at night they fought their way through a black expanse of trees and foliage. 

They were driven both by youthful vigor and fear; determination and desperation. Most significantly, they were 

propelled by that elusive thing they’d now reclaimed: hope. 

  What they really needed and craved was a guide—someone who could read the stars, who knew north from south and 

east from west. These were city boys who lacked outdoor skills. After four nights of stumbling through the cold forest, 

the three boys saw a building silhouetted against the dark sky in the distance. Could it mean sanctuary? Perhaps someone 

to help them toward safety? With hope and growing gratitude, they hurried forward. As they got closer, they noticed that 

the building they’d seen was a tower…a very familiar tower. It was part of the Sobibor Concentration Camp! Those three 

boys had made one giant circle through the woods and ended up exactly where they started. Terrified, horrified, they 

backed into the waiting arms of the forest once more. Only Toivi lived to recount their awful experience.  

  Have you ever felt like Toivi and his friends? We spin our wheels, force ourselves forward, pushing toward some goal 

that seems like it’s about the meaning of life itself. But then, we discover we might as well have run the marathon on a 

treadmill. We've gone nowhere. We're right back where we started. We’re Like a hamster on a wheel. Life just seems 

pointless. We’re going round and round yet really going no where.  

  Many popular musicians and their songs talk about life being meaningless, from the Beatles to even Ke$ha. A recent 

survey asked 7,948 students at forty-eight colleges what they considered "very important" to them. The study, conducted 

by researchers from Johns Hopkins University, reported that 16% of the students answered "making a lot of money." 

That’s not really surprising. But a whopping 75% said that their first goal was "finding a purpose and meaning to my 

life." In other words, there’s got to be more than living Like a hamster on a wheel.  

  In a survey conducted by Dr. Hugh Moorhead, philosophy professor at Northeastern Illinois University, Moorhead 

wrote to 250 renowned philosophers, scientists, writers, and intellectuals, asking a simple question: What is the meaning 

of life?  

  Some offered their best guesses; others admitted they just made up a response; still others honestly admitted they were 

clueless. Several of the intellectuals even asked Dr. Moorhead to write back and tell them if he had discovered the 

purpose of life! In other words, there’s got to be more than living Like a hamster on a wheel. 

  A big question then isn’t just “Is there life after death?” but “Is there life before death?” All of us long to be satisfied—

satisfied with what we eat, how we sleep, what we believe and with the outcome of our work. That great theologian, 

Mick Jagger, sang about that, complaining that he couldn’t find any satisfaction anywhere. Maybe Mick should have 

read the book of Ecclesiastes. He might have discovered the satisfaction he craved. 

  We’re starting a new study, What’s the point?! Does life have a purpose? What’s the meaning of life? These questions, 

along with Who am I? have provoked deep thought, encouraged introspection, and fueled debate for the last 3000 years. 

They’re questions most of us have asked, yet few have been satisfied with the answer. While the answer is elusive, it’s 

foundational to our existence. They’re questions that have humbled many as they consider the implications. We want to 

know: What are we here for? What’s the reason for our existence? What’s our ultimate purpose? What's life really all 

about? 

  This Old Testament book of Ecclesiastes asks those questions over and over again. Yet, the way in which these 

questions are asked is in a form that makes many Christians feel uncomfortable. It’s easy to live your life on 

autopilot…but what a waste! God wants us to examine our lives and look for ultimate meaning. My prayer is as we work 



our way through this book is that each of us will be motivated to examine the purpose of our life and seek to live 

according to a biblical worldview so that our short lives count and have significance. God created and redeemed us for so 

much more than work, or pleasure, or sex or things. In other words, What’s the point!? And there is one – we don’t have 

to live Like a hamster on a wheel. 

  Yet, many of us are in a rut and don’t know it. We just don’t get it. We don’t comprehend that there’s something more 

than just our little world and that life has real purpose. To know why we’re here requires thinking. It means that we must 

“muse” or think and too many of us are addicted to “a-musement” or no thinking. That’s a pointless existence. We were 

not designed to skim through life on autopilot. Life was not designed by God to be tedious or boring. If you’re going to 

have real purpose, you’re going to have to think and ask questions. And you must be willing to be stretched.  

  Ecclesiastes is a book about life, life with meaning and purpose. It’s written with nearly brutal honesty about 

frustration, fulfillment, work, sex, injustice, friendship, worship, happiness, insecurity, suffering, temptation, folly, 

confusion, emptiness, the same concerns we all experience. But it’s so candid that few would dare to express something 

like it today in a religious book. It wouldn’t be a best seller at your Christian bookstore. It’d cause Joel Osteen to frown 

from ear to ear. Yet the observations in Ecclesiastes are the conclusions life itself forces upon us, if we have the stomach 

for the truth. Please turn to Ecclesiastes 1:1-2 (p. 553), as we begin our quest to get off the hamster’s wheel.  

 

1. If you want expert advice, you consult an expert. Are you a Dancing With the Stars fan? I’ve never watched the 

show but I did hear the other day that former Olympic figure skater, Dorothy Hamill, withdrew after the second week of 

the competition. She made the announcement during the end of the first results show of the season. Speaking with tears 

in her eyes, Dorothy Hamill said she had nerve damage that could be “irreparable,” and added that she was withdrawing 

on the advice of her spine surgeon. Apparently, she has a cyst on her spine.  

  Why did she withdraw? She noticed something wasn’t right so she consulted an expert. If you want expert advice, you 

ask an expert. The writer of Ecclesiastes is an expert. And while nowhere in the book of Ecclesiastes does the author 

give his name, the descriptions he gives of himself and his experiences indicate that the writer was King Solomon. He 

calls himself “son of David,” “king in Jerusalem,” “king over Israel in Jerusalem” (1:1, 12). He claims to have great 

wealth and wisdom.  

  His father was the great and mighty King David, who was a man after God’s own heart. But King David illustrates the 

grace of God because the Bible also tells us that he was a crooked pervert. He saw a naked woman, thought she’d be 

good for a fling, committed adultery with her, got her pregnant and had her husband taken out to cover his sin. And yes, 

they had their own CIA even back then. 

  David marries Bathsheba and some time later they had a son named, Solomon. On his deathbed David had to appoint 

one of his sons to take over his kingdom and he chose Solomon. He told Solomon from his deathbed that Solomon 

should keep his nose in the Scriptures and his heart close to the Lord; that he should do what the Lord has said in his 

Word. If Solomon had just heeded that counsel, his life would have turned out much differently…but he didn’t. 

  God loved Solomon and cared for him so greatly that God actually came to him and granted him one wish. He told 

Solomon, “You can ask me for anything and I will fulfill it.” Think about that? What we would ask for if God said, “I’ll 

give you anything. One shot. What do you want?” I think, “Well, I’d like power; I’d like to be in charge.” “I like money; 

I’d like to be rich.” “I’d like fame; I’d like to be a superstar.” “I’d like knowledge; I wish I was smart. I wish my IQ was 

bigger than my waist. That would be great.” “I wish I was good looking, right? I’d like to be someone who actually liked 

to have my picture taken.”  

  For some of you, it’s very practical. “I would like my own lane on the highway, just mine.” “You know, I wish I wasn’t 

so hairy.” That’s mine. I mean, I have hair but it’s not on top. I’m like a prototype for a Chia pet. It’s like I snorted a 

cat…hair coming out my ears, big bushy eyebrows. 

  We all have something that if we could just go, “God, that’s great. Give me one thing. That’s what I need. Nail that one 

and I’ll be happy.” So Solomon contemplated what his answer would be and he decided that he’d ask God for wisdom. 

And God, we’re told in the Bible, was so pleased that He said, “Well, Solomon, since you didn’t ask for power, I’m 

going give it to you. Since you didn’t ask for wealth, I’m going to give it to you. Since you didn’t ask for health and long 

life, I’ll provide that as well. And, I will grant you your request of wisdom.”  

  God gave Solomon wisdom that’s unparalleled in human history. He studied enumerable subjects. He wrote three 

Books of the Bible, Ecclesiastes, Song of Solomon and Proverbs. He penned 1,005 Psalms and 3,000 Proverbs and was 

the most renowned man in all the world. He was the equivalent of Bill Gates, Hugh Hefner, Brad Pitt and Albert 

Einstein, all rolled into one guy. That’s Solomon. 

  The great thing about Solomon is that he’s a guy we can relate to. He came from a messed up family. He started off 

worshiping God and very early in his life, he made a few compromises that later led to great disaster. The first one was 

that he was worshiping the right God, but he was worshiping God in the wrong way. God isn’t just concerned about 



people being spiritual; he’s concerned about them being Biblical. King Solomon erred in taking his cues for his 

relationship with God, not from the Scriptures, but from the culture. Solomon began worshipping up on the high places, 

offering sacrifices and worshiping like the other religions and gods. 

  Then, he was a pragmatist. He married a woman he shouldn’t have. The moral of the story is very clear. Little sacrifices 

lead to long term grave consequences. Little compromises have big results. Solomon married a woman that God had 

forbidden because this woman came from another nation. More importantly, she was a pagan and worshiped another 

god. But Solomon married her because he believed it’d be a strategic political alliance, that it would curry him favor with 

nearby nations. And ultimately, he ended up – by the time he was an old man with lots of wives.  

  How many wives did he have? 700 wives. How many men have a very difficult time emotionally filling up just one 

woman? Right? 700 wives. I can just hear it. “I don’t get quality time.” “We never talk.” “We don’t go out.” “Take a 

number, right? Take number 700.” 700 wives. In addition to that, he picked up 300 concubines, which is basically a 

Hooters girlfriend. Essentially, that’s what a concubine is. And you’re thinking, “What does a guy with 700 wives need 

300 girlfriends for?” Sounds like Hugh Hefner. Apparently, Hugh Hefner read the Old Testament about King Solomon. 

  So all of this is nothing new and most of us think, “Man, if I was smart and if I was wealthy and if I had, you know, one 

thousand women at my house every night, I’d be happy. In fact, I’d be very happy. I’d be happier than this guy was 

because he’s totally bummed and needs to stay away from sharp objects. But I’d be happy.” But Solomon wasn’t and he 

wasn’t just unhappy, he was miserable. The great thing about Solomon is that he’s brutally frank and honest. He doesn’t 

pull any punches. We’re told throughout the course of history that philosophy began with the Greeks – Heraclitus, 

Socrates, Plato, Aristotle – yet predating all of them, nearly 1000 years before the birth of Christ, was Solomon and the 

Old Testament wisdom literature.  

  So with Ecclesiastes we’re investigating a philosophy of life that’s roughly 3,000 years old. Ecclesiastes is about the 

meaning of life. It raises questions that the rest of the Bible was written to answer: Why are we here? What’s the point? 

Can my life I have significance? Solomon is an expert on the subject.  

 

2. If you want to avoid dead ends in life, you get advice from someone who’s already been down them. Turn to 1 

Kings 3:10-14 (p. 282). God's great gifts of wisdom, discernment, riches, and honor elevated Solomon to a position no 

other individual has enjoyed, before or since. The world was his oyster. His future was bright. Essentially, God gave him 

a blank check. Then slowly, almost imperceptibly, an erosion process began that ended in this disillusioned benediction, 

"Vanity of vanities, all is vanity." Or, "Been there. Done that. Now what?" Solomon descends into what’s described as 

“flatland living.” It’s life that begins and ends in this world. Solomon describes it as, “life under the sun.”  

  Interestingly, his descent from the pinnacle of wisdom and God’s blessing can be observed in the books that he wrote. 

The Bible contains three of them, penned at different times in his life. As a young man, Solomon wrote Song of Songs or 

the Song of Solomon. It’s a love story, a passionate one, of one man and one woman, a bridegroom and his bride. It 

brims with romance and energy. Its pages sizzle! It’s a Harlequin Romance of the ancient world. It’s a story of 

passionate love between a man and his wife, who’s the love of his life. It’s from Solomon’s youth. In the beginning, 

Solomon was committed to his marriage and knew how to romance the home. 

  Solomon chronicled his middle-aged years in Proverbs, a collection of profound, pithy sayings written by one who’d 

observed life and taken notes! Proverbs is full of condensed wisdom, or "reality bites," that are contemporary and true. 

His mid-life years were marked by their practicality. 

  But it’s the elderly, now pessimistic Solomon who wrote Ecclesiastes. The passion of youth was gone. The practicality 

of middle age eroded into the weathered, tired cynicism of old age. Now this gifted leader, this man of wisdom and 

prestige with every talent and asset possible, said he was empty.  

  Ecclesiastes was a written address, a journal. It’s easy to imagine a graying monarch speaking to a gathered assembly 

from the portico of his palace. It takes about forty minutes to Ecclesiastes aloud, about the length of a sermon. But it’s 

not a sermon. It’s an autobiography, a testimony. Solomon observed, "I went down every path. I exhausted every 

extreme in life, because I had the talent and the means and the position to do so. And now that I'm old, I see that most of 

it was just chasing after the wind. Life is meaningless."  

  Solomon's term was vanity —a word that literally means "vapor." The word vanity is left when a soap bubble pops. 

Vanity is when we’ve added everything up and the sum is zero, nothing, emptiness, meaninglessness. Senior citizen 

Solomon looked at all that he’d done, built, conquered, and accomplished, and summed it up with, "All is vanity." How 

did this happen? Where was the fire of his youth or the practical wisdom of middle age? What became of this man who 

had everything under the sun? 

  As a young man, Solomon asked God for the wisdom that would make him a good king and God answered his prayer. 

Entering into a special relationship with Solomon, God gave him wisdom and the ability to discern. Somewhere along 

the way though, Solomon compromised spiritually and polluted his heart. He stopped looking at life from God’s 



perspective, from above the sun and foolishly decided to find meaning and satisfaction in a life lived strictly under the 

sun. In other words, he chose to live life on his own terms, based on his own values and wisdom. He chose the life of a 

life without God, what today we’d call a secularist, and it ended empty.  

3. If you don’t know the “why” of life, the “what” doesn’t make much sense. We may study the "how" of how God 

made things, yet we can never know "why" unless God reveals it to us. For example, an elderly woman boils a pot of 

water on an electric stove. Her son, home from college, asks her if she knows why the water is boiling. He then proceeds 

to explain to her how electricity works. When he finishes, she says, "Well, what do you know! I thought the water was 

boiling because I was planning on making a cup of tea." While both the son and mother are correct, however, if we 

understand the how perfectly and miss the why as revealed in the Bible, we’re doomed to conclude that all is 

"meaningless, purposeless." This fact irks the under the sun philosopher. To be honest, I’m not sure exactly how God 

made the heavens and the earth, but, because God has revealed His reasons in His Word, we know why He did it (Col 

1:15-20). The mother's why answer is much more important in the eternal sense than the young man's how answer.  

  Solomon confesses he can answer nearly all the how questions, yet none of the why questions. With all of his genius 

and effort, man, under the sun, can’t really know the true and ultimate meaning of one single thing. And that’s 

frustrating. Since we’re going to be in Ecclesiastes for the new few months, let me mention a few details to keep in mind 

as we study this book together.  

  a. Solomon had it all, did it all, and exhausted it all – attempting to find meaning in life. Solomon considers every 

conceivable goal that a man could possibly imagine; every reason a person could have for living; and he says, "Go 

ahead, and go for it. Give it all you have and I sincerely hope you make it. However, if you succeed, you’ll discover it 

was a waste of time. It was all an empty bubble."  

  A three-year old little girl was playing with her older, six-year old brother. The boy was blowing soap bubbles as big as 

watermelons. The tyke would chase the bubbles in glee and grasp them in excitement, and of course, the moment she 

touched one it immediately burst. Finally, in exasperation she said, "Bubba, make me a bubble that don't break." Yes, 

Bubba, let us see you make one that doesn’t break! That’s the message of Ecclesiastes. Everything that’s in any way 

attached to time or this world is only a bubble that can give no lasting satisfaction. There may be great joy in the pursuit 

and a refreshing satisfaction upon successfully creating the watermelon size bubble, but it quickly vanishes. There’s 

nothing in this world that can furnish lasting meaning and purpose. Every trophy tarnishes and catches dust. The 

message of "Meaningless, meaningless, all is meaningless" is the message echoed by Jesus when He said, "Whoever 

drinks of this water will thirst again."  

  If a sinner, living in rebellion to God's revelation of Himself, can find lasting joy, satisfaction and true meaning in this 

world without a saving knowledge of Christ, then that person has defeated God, thwarted his purposes, and beaten God 

at His own game! And it can’t be done! 

  b. We must constantly remind ourselves that Solomon is speaking from personal experience. He’s not some armchair 

philosopher. He’s "done the whole scene" from top to bottom, from front to back. You name it, he tried it. You describe 

it, he’s been there. He’s ransacked the entire world trying to understand reality, to find meaning and purpose in life. 

Solomon seems to take man's most hidden, radical thoughts and carefully pursues each one to its fullest potential. He 

pushes down every wall, erases every boundary, goes to every possible extreme to know and experience real and lasting 

satisfaction. But here’s his conclusion: All is vanity. Every attempt fails to satisfy and leaves him with empty hands and a 

burdened heart. Each time the emptiness grows deeper; the frustration becomes more acute. He gave all of his energy 

and thought to find ultimate truth. It’s his consuming passion of every hour in every day. Nothing was out of bounds in 

his quest. “So I became great and surpassed all who were before me in Jerusalem. Also my wisdom remained with me. 

And whatever my eyes desired I did not keep from them. I kept my heart from no pleasure, for my heart found 

pleasure in all my toil, and this was my reward for all my toil” (2:9-10).  

  c. Solomon was in no way limited or restrained in his efforts. He had the resources, the time, the opportunity, and the 

mental and physical ability without any restraints. The brutal message is that if Solomon can’t make it, no one can! He 

speaks from personal experience. What’s the conclusion to all his efforts? “Then I considered all that my hands had 

done and the toil I had expended in doing it, and behold, all was vanity and a striving after wind, and there was nothing 

to be gained under the sun”  

  One of the constant undertones of this book is utter frustration on every hand of being forced to admit that I am not 

ultimately in control of anything and I hate that fact. If ever a book exploded the myth of free will, that I am not the 

master of my fate, it’s Ecclesiastes. 

  d. One of the problems with Ecclesiastes, is that, on the surface, Solomon seems to give mixed signals. At times, 

we’re not sure if he’s serious or if he’s speaking tongue in cheek…if he’s being intentionally satirical, or even if he’s 

deliberately making fun of his readers. On the one hand, he seems to encourage us in the excellence of work, to strive to 

reach the top. He encourages hard work, yet in the next breath, he says, "But if you reach your goal, and I sincerely hope 



you do, you’ll be bitterly disappointed every single time." He encourages education, but quickly adds it’s a waste of time 

if you think that it holds the answers to the ultimate questions of life and reality.  

  So it’d be easy to dismiss his message as "sour grapes" and label him a burnt-out cynic who’s ticked off at life and the 

world. But Solomon is too realistic, too right on, too honest, for us to say, "Well, he had a bad trip and needs a good 

night's sleep." Besides, he keeps urging us to enjoy life. 

  So as we begin our study of this great book, he has so much to teach us about the meaning of life, much of it from what 

not to try. We’re going to investigate with him all he pursued and we’ll come to his same conclusion.  

 

Conclusion: The answer for Ecclesiastes though is not found in Ecclesiastes and Solomon’s “under the sun” worldview. 

The answer for Ecclesiastes is found in the Son, it’s found in Jesus and a biblical worldview. In Matthew 12:42 Jesus 

said of Himself, “One who is greater than Solomon is here.”  

  It’s no accident that at Jesus' birth, some of the first people who come to worship Him are the Magi. Wise men, who 

like Solomon, pursue the truth: What's the meaning of life? What's the point? And they end up on their knees worshiping 

the baby Jesus. Everybody who honestly pursues wisdom ends up kneeling before Jesus in worship. Under the sun, no 

hope – with Jesus the Son, true, eternal hope! 

  Solomon knew the problem, but couldn't fix it. He knew the world was filled with sin, but he couldn't forgive sin. He 

couldn't cleanse the stain of sin. He knew that people were crooked, but he couldn't even straighten himself out. He knew 

that the world didn't have the resources it needed to be the kind of place that was declared good by God.  

  But, Jesus did and He came to right everything that Adam wronged, and to answer all of the frustrations that Solomon 

articulated. He was greater than Solomon because he was God. He came not just to inform us, but to transform us. Not 

just to share in our frustration, sorrow, grief and suffering, but to die for our sin on the cross and rise in conquest over it. 

He came to give us meaning and purpose. 

  When you belong to the family of God through faith in the Son of God, life isn’t monotonous: it’s a daily adventure that 

builds character and enables you to serve others to the glory of God. Instead of making decisions on the basis of the vain 

wisdom of this world, you’ll have God's wisdom available to you (James 1:5). As far as wealth and pleasure are 

concerned, God gives us "richly all things to enjoy" (1 Tim. 6:17). In Jesus Christ we have all that we need for life and 

death, time and eternity.  

  If there’s one truth that Solomon emphasizes in Ecclesiastes, it’s the certainty of death. No matter what he enjoyed or 

accomplished, the frightening shadow of death always hovered over him. Jesus Christ defeated death and is "the 

resurrection and the life" (John 11:25). The victory of His resurrection means that our "labor is not in vain in the Lord" 

(1 Cor. 15:58).  

  If you’re a believer in Jesus Christ and have received the gift of eternal life, then Solomon asks you: Are you living for 

the Lord or for the vain things of the world? Remember, Solomon knew God and was greatly blessed by Him, yet he 

turned from the Lord and went his own way. No wonder he became pessimistic and cynical as he looked at life! He 

didn't have God's perspective because he wasn't living for God's purposes. 

  And Ecclesiastes also contains a message for the faithful believer who wants to serve the Lord and have a fulfilled life 

in Jesus Christ. Solomon says to us, "Don't bury your head in the sand and pretend that problems don't exist. They do! 

Face life honestly, but look at life from God's perspective. Man's philosophies and values will fail you. Use your God-

given wisdom, but don't expect to solve every problem or answer every question. The important thing is to obey God's 

will and enjoy all that He gives you. Remember, death is coming—so, be prepared!"  

  God doesn’t want us to and how foolish for us to live like a hamster on a wheel. Solomon has already explored the 

road of life exhaustively and given us a dependable map to follow. It’s a dead end without Christ.  

  It’s this simple, if we know Jesus and obey God's Word, we’ll be satisfied. If we don’t, we won’t. Let’s not end up like 

Solomon. We have a choice – will our lives be ones of vanity or victory? We must choose either life under the sun or life 

in the Son. The choice is yours.  


