
An Educated Dimwit                                                            Ecclesiastes 1:12-18  

What’s the Point!?!                                                Sermon 03 

 

Why do chimpanzees throw poop? I don’t have a clue but the government spent $592,000 to find out. A nearly $940,000 

experiment tested fruit flies to discover that males are more attracted to younger female fruit flies than older ones. My 

favorite though was giving the University of Kentucky $176,000 to determine if Japanese quail are more likely to have 

sex when high on cocaine. I understand there’s a real problem with drug abuse and prostitution among quail.  

  In the United States we spend over $600 billion annually on public education. Yet, for all its benefits, education can 

only help us with this life and can never teach us how to live. An education is very important but its benefits are very 

limited, limited for this world only.  

  The education that this world needs is found in the Bible. While education is important, often even Christians are 

ignorant that education is NOT the key to life. One can be a Ph.D. and be An Educated Dimwit. If education was the 

key to life, if it gave purpose, fulfillment and meaning then colleges and universities would be the most moral, ethical, 

and spiritual centers of a nation. Instead, colleges are known for more debauchery, immorality, more political unrest and 

rioting more than any other one segment of society. We teach people how to make a living, but not how to live.  

  T. S. Eliot once dryly remarked, “All our knowledge brings us nearer to our ignorance.” In other words the more we 

learn, the less we really know. Scientists are able to make great strides in medical, space technology and nuclear 

research, yet world peace and peace in their hearts escapes them. Archaeologists and geologists make astonishing 

discoveries, yet are unable to come up with a satisfactory explanation of the origin of the world or man. We spend 

billions researching the problems of human behaviour, yet we can’t slow down the violence taking place in our schools. 

Though our world is more educated than at any other time in history, it’s also filled with more fear, mistrust and 

unhappiness of every kind, possibly than ever before.  

  Education is not the solution. But we get so caught up with telling kids to make good grades, go to college, to get a 

good education. We get so caught up with the what, we forget to ask why. Education is important, it’s just not enough. 

3000 years ago the most educated man of all time, told us that, Ecclesiastes 1:12-18 (p. 553).  

  “Wisdom” under the sun is just an education. Solomon makes the case that if you only have an education without 

wisdom; you’re just An Educated Dimwit. A real education is living life from God’s perspective, having a biblical 

worldview. Even in the Church, we’re Educated Dimwits. We’re more concerned that our kids go to school than 

Sunday school, more concerned that they know how to make a living, than how to live. God has more for us and called 

us to be different. If you’re taking notes… 

 

1. Desire for learning is God-given. If you’ve been around a toddler, you’ve probably been bombarded with “Why?” 

questions. Why do children ask so many questions? While a child is growing up they’re experiencing everything for the 

first time. Asking questions is how they learn and develop an understanding of the world around them. A friend of mine 

pointed out that children are like sponges and when it comes to learning they’re insatiable. But then we send them off to 

school where we tell them to sit down, shut-up, and if they have a question, wait their turn and to always raise their hand. 

   Yet, there’s more than young child inquisitiveness. It goes back to original design. God told our first parents, “Be 

fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it, and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the 

heavens and over every living thing that moves on the earth” (Gen. 1:28). Part of subduing and having dominion is 

learning, education.  It’s why we have an insatiable thirst for knowledge and find ourselves dissatisfied if we don’t 

understand things or have the truth. Education is very important. The Bible isn’t anti-intellectual. You can’t understand 

Scripture unless you’re literate and a thinker. But an education is not an end in itself.  

  Solomon realizes that the quest for knowledge was his God-given task. A person made in God's image can’t help but 

ask the ultimate questions, trying to understand the meaning of life. It’s part of the responsibility God gave to humanity. 

Francis Schaeffer wrote, “All men…have a deep longing for significance, a longing for meaning…no man, regardless of 

his theoretical system, is content to look at himself as a finally meaningless machine which can and will be discarded 

totally and for ever.” Even those who deny God's existence search for meaning for their own existence. Famed 

astrophysicist, Stephen Hawking, grasped at this truth. He said, “We are just an advanced breed of monkeys on a minor 

planet of a very average star. But we can understand the universe.” Or, at least we can try to understand the universe.    

  As his search for meaning continues, Solomon sees he can’t study enough, learn enough, think enough to answer life’s 

real questions. Absence of viable human solutions must drive us back to God. As our daily awareness of God grows, 

with it, God renews his wisdom.  

  The very first mention of God in Ecclesiastes comes in verse 13. Solomon depicts God as supreme in His authority over 

mankind. The Lord appoints man to his task in life on earth — a task divinely reserved for mankind. Animals are moved 

by instinct, not by a search for meaning. John Stuart Mill observed that it’s better to be Socrates discontented (because he 



cannot solve his problems) than a contented pig. But Solomon is determined to learn. “And I applied my heart to seek 

and to search out by wisdom all that is done under heaven” (v. 13). Those two words seek and search describe his 

mission. Seek means "to investigate the roots of a matter." It's what you’d do as a doctoral candidate writing your 

dissertation. Any person who claims to be academically respected must pay the price and do the research. So you roll up 

your sleeves and dig into the libraries. You pursue every possible angle so that your research is thorough. You may even 

spend a few years working toward the completion of that dissertation. You are, in terms of the Hebrew word, seeking in 

your research. That’s what Solomon says, “I decided I’d research the roots of those things." So he digs deep and begins 

to pursue the origin of them. He puts on his mental scuba gear and goes as deep as you can go. Whether it was passion, 

pleasure, philosophy, sex, money or some creative project—whatever—he went after each subject, every objective, to 

find out all he could about them, how they got started, and what were the final results. His research was thorough, 

exhaustive.  

  But that's not all. Solomon also searched. This second term means “to examine all sides.” It's a practical word for 

experimentation. Solomon is saying, "Not only did I study the gardens, lakes and animals, I did experiments with them. I 

dove in, got my hands dirty. I participated in sex orgies. I investigated the whole world of pleasure. I went after it, the 

whole enchilada. I felt the burn of the booze going down my throat. I felt the heavy feeling in my head when I gave 

myself to it. I experienced all angles of the full-orbed world of pleasure. I didn’t leave a stone unturned.”  

  Ecclesiastes is the journal of a man who stopped at nothing when he sought to explore, by human wisdom, all things 

under the sun. There’s no limit to his intellect and no limit to his wallet. And what does he say? In the final analysis, 

what was his opinion? What’s his conclusion? He says… 

 

2. An “under the sun” education only is ultimately miserable. “It is an unhappy business that God has given to the 

children of man to be busy with”  (vs. 13b).  Woody Allen, (picture) famous Jewish comedian and film-maker, was 

featured in Newsweek (August 18/25, 2008). He’s always been funny in a nerdy sort of way, yet the article reveals a 

hidden, more intimate side of this celebrity. He shares that he’s haunted by the terror of the void, the apparent 

meaninglessness and futility of life. If you’re paying attention, of course, there’s more than initially meets the eye in his 

films. For example, in his well-known film, Crimes and Misdemeanors, he openly ponders whether there’s any moral 

accountability in our universe, and thus whether crime, even murder, is really wrong if you can get away with it.  

  Still, we don’t know a lot about the real Woody Allen—the now over 70- years old man behind the Hollywood persona. 

In the interview Woody Allen shares that he's haunted by the prospect of death—as indeed he has been all his life. But as 

he gets older, and sees more and more close friends and associates deteriorate physically and die, he’s become, in his 

own words, “terrified of the void.” He doesn’t make movies for the money, or even to communicate truth or important 

lessons. Rather, they “simply take his mind off the existential horror of being alive.” His hectic production schedule (he 

continues to produce a movie every year on average) functions as a helpful distraction for him, a kind of short-term 

therapy. He’s not afraid to meet his maker—he is an atheist. He is not afraid of hell or anxious about whether he’ll make 

it into heaven on the basis of some generous amnesty program. This is all just balderdash to him. The thing that haunts 

Woody Allen is the brevity, apparent meaninglessness of life. In his words, “Your perception of time changes as you get 

older, because you see how brief everything is. You see how meaningless…I don't want to depress you, but it's a 

meaningless little flicker.” Woody Allen meet King Solomon. That’s the outcome of “under the sun” wisdom. When we 

fail to live our life according to God’s purpose, education becomes meaningless.  

  But we’ve got a problem Throughout Scripture, even in Solomon’s earlier book, the book of Proverbs, we’re 

encouraged, even commanded to seek out wisdom. Why is wisdom now coupled with that which is so frustrating? 

Because it’s “under the sun” wisdom. It’s wisdom without God or a divine perspective. It’s horizontal. Solomon studied 

literature, art, psychology, architecture, astronomy, physics and philosophy but not theology. That’s why he uses the 

word “unhappy.” The mood here is unmistakably gloomy.  

  Sooner or later most people end up feeling the same way. While many things make us feel unhappy: The bad 

relationship our parents have, unkind comments people make about us, things we don’t have but wish we did, the 

recognition we think we deserve but never get, even the ordinary frustrations of daily life — all of these circumstances 

make us feel unhappy. But Solomon is saying something even more depressing. His word for unhappiness is a double if 

not quadruple negative. Properly speaking, it refers to something bad or evil, so it describes a moral category rather than 

an emotional state. The problem is not simply that this search for wisdom makes us unhappy, but that there’s an element 

of evil in it. It’s not just an unfortunate business, it’s a bad one.  

  Some of the most miserable individuals you’ll ever meet are educated secularists. Edgar Allen Poe died at 40 years of 

age after being found face-down in a gutter. He probably died of liver failure brought on by a life of drunken excess. Van 

Gogh died at 37 from a self-inflicted gunshot. Nietzsche died from syphilis; the symptoms of which allegedly caused his 



mental breakdown and was known for his rabid immorality. MIT genius and Internet activist, Aaron Swartz, hung 

himself. All geniuses, highly educated, yet miserable. An “under the sun” education is ultimately miserable. 

3. An “under the sun” education can’t solve our greatest problems.  Back in 1843 Edgar Allan Poe wrote a poem 

about the king of the beasts. Who’s the king of the beasts as far as Poe was concerned? If you said, “the lion," you 

missed it. The greatest of the beasts is what Poe called “The Conqueror Worm.” Man dies, and who goes on? The worm. 

We die and become worm food. An “under the sun” education can’t solve our greatest problems. That’s because…  

  a. An “under the sun” education ends in futility. Twice Solomon says that this is “striving after wind” (vss. 14, 17). 

The Message renders this, “spitting into the wind.” It’s the emptiness Kansas wrote of in their popular song, “Dust in the 

wind.” The word striving means "to graze, to feed upon." All the things done under the sun, even education, are 

meaningless. They’re like feeding upon wind. Imagine a starving man trying to swallow a spoonful of wind. After 

Solomon considers all the things he’s explored, he heaves a deep sigh of despair.  

  b. Real problems can’t be fixed by “under the sun” education. “What is crooked cannot be made straight.” One of 

our contemporary philosophers, Sting, sang, “You could say I lost my faith in science and progress…I never saw no 

miracle of science, That didn't go from a blessing to a curse. I never saw no military solution That didn't always end up 

as something worse.” That’s just another way of saying, “What is crooked cannot be made straight.” It’s likely that 

Solomon, who was an expert on proverbs (1 Kings 4:32), quoted a popular saying in order to make his point. He makes a 

similar statement in 7:13. If we spend our energy trying to straighten out everything that’s twisted, we’ll have nothing 

left with which to live our lives! 

  Isn’t that talk radio? News talk shows? Even Facebook bickering? Attempting to straighten out everything that’s 

twisted. Be honest. Do you really believe anyone currently on the political stage has the solution for unemployment, 

poverty, teen pregnancy, HIV, the economy or terrorism?  

  Can you picture Solomon beating his head against the wall, realizing that with all his wisdom and resources, he still 

didn’t have a clue how to solve the core problems of his country? Even if we can’t understand the meaning of life, we 

still have to face up to its hard realities. Some things in life are crooked — not in the sense that they involve criminal or 

immoral activity, but in the sense that they’re so bent out of shape they resist all our efforts to straighten them out again. 

There are many things in life that we wish we could straighten out but can’t, any more than we can mend a crumpled 

fender. We suffer arguments at home, conflicts in the church, wrongs done in the workplace, mistakes made by the 

government, our own moral failings, financial troubles, physical disabilities — the list goes on and on. Why does a bomb 

in Boston kill an eight year-old boy, while other children are unharmed? Why does cancer strike some and not others? 

There’s always something in life we wish we could bend back into shape. No matter how hard we try, we can’t bend 

them in a different direction. 

  The good news is that God has the power to straighten out what’s twisted and some day He’s going to fix it all. He 

can’t change the past, but He can change the way the past affects us. For the lost sinner, the past is a heavy anchor 

dragging him down; but for the child of God, the past—even with its sins and mistakes—is a rudder guiding him 

forward. Faith in God makes the difference. When He was ministering here on earth, Jesus often straightened out things 

that were twisted. Man can’t do this by his own wisdom or power, but “nothing is impossible with God” (Luke 1:37). 

Solomon looks at life’s problems from "under the sun." That's why they seemed unsolvable.  

  c. Real problems don’t add up with an “under the sun” education. That’s the point of the second line: "What is 

lacking cannot be counted." We can’t make life add up. Today's English Version says it like this: "You can't count things 

that aren't there." The problem goes even deeper, however. With an “under the sun” education we don’t even know what 

we’re missing or that what’s missing from life is beyond measure. The point is that life fails to add up. In the words of 

the Turkish novelist Orhan Pamuk, "unfinished, the world is somehow lacking.” While politicians are masters of the 

spin, if you don’t have a job or food to eat or a place to live, a spin doctor is not the cure. There’s nothing to add up. It’s 

a futile pursuit.  

  * This is true physically. Jesus taught in Matthew 6:27 that no one, by worry or self-effort, can add a single hour to his 

life, change his height or the color of his eyes, or alter any physical deformities. You can’t change your basic 

temperament, and you can’t change your own wicked heart! By sheer willpower, you may suppress some of the worst 

sins, but usually not for any great length of time. 

  * This is true intellectually. There’s a limit to every person's basic IQ and nothing can change it. A child with Down's 

syndrome can’t, by an act of free will, a magic pill or an operation, turn into an Einstein. 

  * This is true socially. Man's wisdom can’t even identify the real problems in life, let alone find the answers. Rule by 

reason, conscience, and truth very quickly turns into rule by guns and terror when God is ignored. Evolution claims 

we’ve climbed our way up from our animal ancestors in the jungle, but when we look around, it appears that animal 

instinct and the lust of the flesh still rules in our modem jungle. "Might makes right" is not only the rule of the jungle; 

it’s the rule on the streets and among the nations. 



  Imagine that you were a genius who truly understood history. You grasp the truth of humanity's sinfulness. You clearly 

see what’s inevitable, and yet you can do absolutely nothing to change or stop it. What would you do without Romans 

8:28 as a pillow on which to lay your head? You’d share the exasperation that Solomon experienced. 

  There are so many things that we’re powerless to change: people we can’t manage, problems we can’t solve, longings 

we can’t satisfy. We certainly can’t bend life to our own will simply by the exercise of human wisdom. Life is like an 

account that won’t balance. We know something is missing, but we can’t even figure out what it is. And even when we 

make an adjustment to get everything to balance, deep down we know that we’re just fudging the figures. That’s 

Solomon. His quest failed. Human wisdom wasn’t adding up and giving him the answer to the meaning of life. 

  d. “Under the sun” education can result in insanity or debauchery. “I said in my heart, ‘I have acquired great 

wisdom, surpassing all who were over Jerusalem before me, and my heart has had great experience of wisdom and 

knowledge.’ And I applied my heart to know wisdom and to know madness and folly. I perceived that this also is but a 

striving after wind” (vss. 16-17). In 5th grade, it was discovered he had an IQ of 167, (anything over 145 is considered a 

genius). He skipped sixth grade. He excelled academically but in high school found the mathematics too simple, and 

ended up skipping eleventh grade. He completed his high school education when he was 15 and began attending Harvard 

at 16. Graduating at 20, he went on to earn a Ph. D in mathematics from the University of Michigan. He then became an 

assistant professor of mathematics at the University of California, Berkeley, the youngest professor ever hired by the 

university. But for various reasons this mathematical wizard went off the deep end. His name: Ted Kaczynski but you 

probably know him as the Unabomber (picture). He engaged in a nationwide bombing campaign, planting or mailing 

numerous home-made bombs, killing three and injuring 23 others.  

  Solomon hadn’t even considered the claims of morality. His quest was far from complete. He’d tried to learn everything 

he could about life, like someone who attends the best universities and reads all the latest books claiming to reveal the 

mysteries of human existence. He hadn’t fully investigated the difference between right and wrong, so he said, "I applied 

my heart to know wisdom and to know madness and folly" (v. 17). Previously, he’d been seeking and searching for 

wisdom, now he takes a comparative approach, contrasting wisdom with folly.  

  When he says "madness and folly," he’s not talking about insanity but immorality, the insane foolishness of living in 

disobedience to God. Solomon wasn’t trying to lose his grip on sanity to see if it’d help him understand the meaning of 

life. Rather, he’s trying to understand the difference between right and wrong. But in studying “folly,” he succumbs to 

folly. He’s the original Hugh Hefner. In fact, his debauchery makes Hefner look like a Sunday school teacher. Part of the 

back story to Ecclesiastes is found 1 Kings 11, where Solomon falls tragically into foolish sin. Marrying hundreds of 

women and worshipping hundreds of idols. And in the process, the man who knew so much wisdom learned more about 

folly than anyone ever should. 

  e. An “under the sun” education will always result in frustration. “For in much wisdom is much vexation.” Education 

can’t solve every problem. That results in extreme frustration. First, not everything can be explained. There are no 

explanations for some things that happen and God is not obligated to explain them anyway. In fact, if He did, we might 

not understand them! Second, God has ordained that His people live by promises and not by explanations, by faith and 

not by sight. “Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed” (John 20:29). 

  If anybody was equipped to solve the difficult problems of life and tell us what life was all about, it was Solomon. He’s 

the wisest person on the earth. People came from all over to hear his wisdom (1 Kings 4:29-34). His wealth was beyond 

calculation. He had the resources available to do just about anything he wanted to do. He experienced "madness and 

folly." Nothing was too hard for him, but all of these advantages didn't enable Solomon to find the answers he’s seeking. 

Knowledge can increase frustration because you know what the problems are but you still can’t figure out how to solve 

them.  

  f. An “under the sun” education will always result in pain. Solomon concludes, “he who increases knowledge 

increases sorrow.” You almost want to say, “Blessed are the ignorant for they shall not be hurt.” The price of an 

education is pain because the more you know; the more aware you are of the pain and suffering in this world. Moffat 

translates this, “The more you understand, the more you ache.”  

  An under the sun education is a burden. It can only clarify how bad things are without really being able to change 

anything. Education, far from being the answer to life’s problems, is often the very stuff of the grief of life.  

 

Conclusion: So where do we go from here? What’s the point? Solomon powerfully teaches us that without wisdom, 

even if you’re a genius, you’re just An Educated Dimwit. What’s the answer? The Bible has the answer. Let’s look at 

three passages.  

  * The answer is not anti-intellectualism. Matthew 22:37 (p. 828). “You shall love the Lord your God with all your 

heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.” In his book, The Scandal of the Evangelical Mind, author Mark 

Noll, says that, “The scandal of the evangelical mind, is that there is not much of an evangelical mind.” Though 



evangelicals make up the largest single group of religious Americans, though they enjoy increasing wealth, political 

influence, and educational achievement, they do not think. They hardly read their Bibles much less other books. They 

simply do not know how to think. Os Guinness writes, “Evangelicals have been deeply sinful in being anti-

intellectual…most evangelicals simply don't think. It has always been a sin not to love the Lord our God with our minds 

as well as our hearts and souls...Evangelicals need to repent of their refusal to think Christianly and to develop the mind 

of Christ” We suffer from religious anorexia, a loss of appetite for growth in Christ. When we turn to God's Word, we’re 

aware that the Biblical writers understood the problem in a less technical, though more personally beneficial, way. 

"Above all else, guard your heart for it is the wellspring of life" (Prov. 4:23). "For as he thinks within himself, so he is" 

(Proverbs 23:7, NASB). The Scriptures tell us rightly that input determines output, that our programming determines 

production. If we do not take in wisdom, we will not process or produce it.  

  * Knowing Bible information is not Bible application. James 1:22-25 (p. 1011) says, “But be doers of the word, and 

not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks 

intently at his natural face in a mirror. For he looks at himself and goes away and at once forgets what he was like. But 

the one who looks into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and perseveres, being no hearer who forgets but a doer who 

acts, he will be blessed in his doing.” Stuart Briscoe was teaching the principles of Bible study. He showed how to pick 

out the promises and the commands in Scripture, and what to do with them. Finally, he reviewed and asked, “Now, what 

do you do with the commands?” A little old lady raised her hand and said, “I underline them in blue.” Underlining the 

Bible’s commands in blue might make for a colourful Bible, but the point of the commands is that we obey them. 

Unfortunately, there are many believers who have their heads filled with information from the Bible, but they don’t obey 

what the Bible commands. Surveys commonly show there’s substantially no difference between Christians and the 

population at large on most moral and social beliefs and behaviour. That’s tragic.  

  * Wisdom must have priority over education. Proverbs 1:7 (p. 527), “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of 

knowledge; fools despise wisdom and instruction.” It’s no accident that this phrase, “fear of the Lord” occurs 14 times 

in Proverbs, yet not once in Ecclesiastes. Solomon is focused on an “under the sun” education. Godly fear has little place 

in his life. He doesn’t consult Scripture, he doesn’t pray. Instead he’s off and running on his quest for knowledge without 

ever stopping to consider God’s plan, will or way. He’s probing the depths of matters by his unaided and unenlightened 

reason apart from any disclosures of truth that God has granted to man. In the New Testament God says, "I will destroy 

the wisdom of the wise" (1 Cor. 1:19). Ecclesiastes is one of the sources that demonstrate God destroying the pretensions 

of human wisdom by showing how empty all of our learning is without Him. 

  So what about you? What about me? Are we living as Educated Dimwits? Do we know God’s Word? Do we live it? 

When we face a family problem, a marriage problem, do we go to a counsellor or do we consult God’s Word? When we 

figure out our budgets, do we listen to our CPA or biblical truth? Do we live for things or for truth? What we are 

communicating to our children…that an education is the most important thing in life or wisdom?  

  When we have wisdom, life begins to add up. While it may not always seem to add up on this side of eternity, because 

we have wisdom we know that we can leave the final calculations to God. Jesus will see to it that all of God's books 

balance in the end, including our own personal account, which He will reconcile by his own blood. Thus our present 

vexation will not last forever, including all the struggles we have to understand the meaning of life. Soon all our sorrows 

will be over. To our everlasting joy, we will be with Jesus forever, and we will find in him the answer to all our 

questions. 

  Man’s wisdom is always incomplete and misleading. It’s always failed. But, thank God, we do not need to depend on 

our own meagre educational systems. God has spoken to us in His Son and we have in His Word a reliable record of His 

provision for our salvation and life. Whenever a person acknowledges his sinfulness, admits his inability to save himself 

by good works, and places his faith in Jesus Christ, he is delivered from the penalty and power of sin. He experiences 

spiritual transformation and enters into a joy he never thought possible. How much better to trust Christ than continue 

walking the dead-end streets of education and human wisdom! 

  Let’s learn from Solomon’s foolish choice. Let’s determine to be wise, to really know God, His Word, and apply it to 

our lives so that we can have meaningful lives and be truly wise.  

 


