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I’ve been in a danger a few times in my life. One occasion that I vividly remember is from my college years. Times were 

tough, much like today. There were very few jobs in Wisconsin; there were though jobs in Texas in the oil field. I didn’t 

own a car, so I hitchhiked to Odessa. I found some flop house, rented a room, so I could look for a job. The room was 

just $35 a week. That tells you something about that place and the neighborhood. I’d just gotten into my room and I 

heard a woman screaming, “He’s got a knife. He’s got a knife.” And I thought, “I hope he stays out there with his knife” 

as I propped a chair against the door. It was a dangerous place.  

  You’re in a dangerous place. Coming here to worship is dangerous. Pastor and author, Eugene Peterson puts it this way: 

“Sometimes I think that all religious sites should be posted with signs reading, ‘Beware the God.’ The places and 

occasions that people gather to attend to God are dangerous. They're glorious places and occasions, true, but they're 

also dangerous. Danger signs should be conspicuously placed, as they are at nuclear power stations. Religion is the 

death of some people.”  

  Did you catch that? Beware the God. This is a dangerous place. In the Old Testament book of Exodus, Moses goes up 

the mountain to meet with God. What a privilege it must have been to meet with God. Yet, in preparation for this 

meeting, the people were warned not to even come near the mountain because of the danger from God. Exodus 19 tells 

us that the mountain was wrapped in smoke and that God descended in fire. There was thunder and lightning. The entire 

mountain trembled. The sound was overwhelming. God warned the people to stay back from the mountain so that God 

didn’t break out against them and kill them. Beware the God! You’re in a dangerous place. It’s dangerous to worship 

God. Be careful.  

  Some of you are thinking, “Knock it off, Scott! That’s Old Testament stuff.” Really? Ask Ananias and Sapphira from 

the New Testament book of Acts, chapter 5. Our God is not One who will be mocked. Hebrews 12:29 says, “Our God is 

a consuming fire.” That leads us to ask two vital questions: Why are you here? Who do you think that God is? That’s the 

question in Ecclesiastes 5:1-7 (p. 555).  

  This section of Ecclesiastes is a gut check. We think bad people are the ones out carousing all night or sleeping in on 

Sundays. They skip church to go to a ball game, or golfing or shopping, lawn work, just working or even Chocolate Fest. 

They’re doing anything, instead of worshipping at church. We’re not bad, they are. But Ecclesiastes 5 is not for pagans. 

It’s for us and it’s frightening because: We do not have a user friendly God.  

   So why are you here? One time a lady who began attending told me, “I’m looking for a church that will make me feel 

good.” I’ve been looking for a doctor like that. Ecclesiastes 5:1-7 is for not people looking to feel good. It’s for people 

who attend church but attend because it’s a religious habit. They fill a seat but their worship is empty. They religiously 

attend church but are secular in their approach to God. Solomon gets in our face, shakes his finger under our nose, and 

scorches us, “Your worship is a joke. You drag your carcass to worship, but your mind is in another world. You listen 

with half an ear; sing half-heartedly…if you sing at all. Your mind is someplace else while God’s Word is taught. You 

give nothing to God when you worship. You expect nothing from God. And that’s what you get…nothing!”   

  All that is because we have a problem with the second question: Who do you think that God is? Remember, The Wizard 

of Oz? Dorothy and her three friends are terrified of the Wizard. But when they found he’s just a bumbling professor, it’s 

a big joke. Who do you think that God is? Our God is not some bumbling professor or a grandfather type. “Our God is a 

consuming fire.” 

  Because Solomon understood the human heart, he suggests several steps we can take to insure that our worship is fresh, 

purposeful and meaningful. He lists them out chronologically—before, during, and even after the worship service. He 

knew that our failure to worship God properly is rooted in our first being unprepared to worship, our lack of attention to 

what’s happening during worship, and our inability or unwillingness to follow through on our commitments once we 

leave the worship service. These seven verses help us understand the danger we face when we come to worship God and 

how we should act as a result. We do not have a user friendly God. First he says… 

 

1. Be alert when you come to worship! “Guard your steps!” Did you hear about Penelope Soto? This Florida woman 

was jailed last February after she flipped off the judge during her court hearing. Originally, she appeared in court on a 

drug possession charge. She laughed when the judge asked her if she was under the influence. He scolded her, “We're 

not in a club, be serious about it" and initially ordered her to be held on a $5,000 bond. Soto laughed again and said, 

"Adios." The judge called her back and upped her bond to $10,000. That’s when she stopped laughing. "Are you 

serious?" The judge replied, "I am serious. Adios." So, she flipped him off, blurting out an expletive as she walked away. 

The judge then ordered her held in contempt of court, sentencing her to 30 days in jail.  



  A lot of church attendees blow off God. They don’t think He’s serious. They’re no more in tune to God’s voice than 

airline passengers are when the flight attendant gives the seat belt talk. Passengers on a jet and people in church have a 

lot in common. They’re all on a journey. Most are well behaved and presentable. Some doze, others enter, and go into 

some mindless trance, a few gaze out the window. Most, if not all, are satisfied with a predictable experience. For many 

the mark of a good flight and the mark of a good worship service are the same. “Nice” we like to say. “It was a nice 

flight/It was a nice worship service." We exit the same way we came in, unmoved, unchanged and unaltered…and we're 

happy to return next time.  

  As with any journey we must be prepared so that we experience God rather than endure worship. We want a 

memorable not a mundane trip. What does our flight check require? Travel always demands preparation. When we come 

to worship we dare not go into autopilot. Our worship destination is to meet with an awesome God and that means we 

must be alert.  

  True worship demands a God-ward life of respect and devotion toward God. The word worship comes from a Latin 

word that means to ascribe worth to. When we ascribe worth to God, we consider Him to be the most important thing in 

our lives and in all creation. He’s the center. It means we love God more than anything else, that we devote ourselves to 

God more than anything else. It begins with the recognition of how great God is. Worship starts with being wide awake, 

and really knowing who God is, responding to His Word in a way that shows respect and gives Him glory.  

 

2. Watch your behavior when you come to worship! “Guard your steps when you go to the house of God.” One of the 

most terrifying weapons man has ever created is the land mine. They come in all shapes and sizes. Some require the 

weight of a truck or tank to set them off; others just a few pounds of pressure. Soldiers must be alert for every kind of 

land mine the enemy could devise. Any step might be your last. There are no safe streets or highways. You don’t walk a 

trail or cross a field without being very cautious. A careless step can cost you your life. But it’s not just in war. 

Remember the YouTube clip of the woman texting while walking though a mall? She’s walking through the mall while 

texting on her phone and walks right into a water fountain. That’s the way a lot of us spend our lives. We’re just half-

present, unaware of what’s going on around us.  

  Business guru, Seth Godin, writes, “Yes, you shouldn't text while driving, or talk on the cell phone, or argue with your 

dog or drive blindfolded. It's an idiot move, one that often leads to death (yours or someone else's). I don't think you 

should text while working, either. Or use social networking software of any kind for that matter. And you probably 

shouldn't eat crunchy chips, either.” He’s saying: Don’t go through life half-present. Solomon would add: If you go 

through life only half-there, don’t do it at worship!  

  That well known expression, "Watch your step!" comes from Solomon's warning: "Walk prudently." Literally, the 

Hebrew says, "Keep your foot."  You probably heard that from our parents. Maybe you were smarting off and your Mom 

or Dad said, "Watch your step, young man" or "young lady." Respect for parents and for God is so critical that it’s 

enshrined in the Ten Commandments. Life without boundaries is deadly.  

  When we treat God like He’s our Bud, as if He’s not sovereign and in control, when we cut Him down to our size 

through our frivolousness, we’re inviting chaos into our lives. When we come to worship, we must come with an attitude 

of reverence, expectation, a holy sense of resignation to His will.  

  Most of us are more prepared physically, than we are spiritually when we come to worship. We’d never come without 

showering, combing our hair, brushing our teeth. How many times though do we come without cleaning our hearts, with 

halitosis of the soul? How can we guard our steps?  

  a. We can anticipate worshipping. We must cultivate an anticipation for worship. If Jesus Christ is really our Lord, if 

He means more to us than anything else, then we should come to this time with anticipation. The hour when we worship 

together should be the high point of our week. But is it?  

  b. We can pray for our time of worship. We don’t come just to pray, we need to pray before we come. We need to 

approach times of worship with two prayers. First, we ought to pray, "Speak to each person in this service, Lord" and 

“Speak to me first.” If we don’t prepare our hearts for worship, we’re not going to worship God "in spirit and truth" 

(John 4:23). We foolishly cheat ourselves out of a meaningful encounter with the Lord. If we’re bored or don’t “get 

much out of it,” it’s almost always because we failed to pray and prepare our hearts before we came.  

  c. We can anticipate worship by preparing ourselves physically. Most of us prepare more for going to work for what 

the Bible calls “filthy lucre” than we do for worship. We go to bed early, set our clothes out the night before, set our 

alarm, make sure we have plenty of time to get there so we’re not late. If you wouldn’t arrive late for work, why would 

you arrive late for worship? What does that say about our priorities? We need to make sure that we’re rested and not 

physically exhausted, emotionally distracted, or mentally preoccupied with events in our lives. That’s what it means to 

watch your step and come prepared.  

  



3. Watch your attitude when you come to worship! “To draw near to listen is better than to offer the sacrifice of 

fools, for they do not know that they are doing evil.” Remember, as a kid hearing the words, "No running in church?" 

Physically we may not be running as we meet God, but spiritually, emotionally, and mentally we are. Our attitude makes 

all the difference. There are only two kinds of people in the world. Those who wake up in the morning and say, "Good 

morning, Lord," and those who wake up in the morning and say, "Good Lord, it's morning." 

  How often do we show up to church after a mad dash from home? World War III just occurred with our family in the 

car. A few choice words are said under our breath to the guy who cut us off in traffic. We stroll in and find our seat. 

"Whew, no one took my seat this morning." We start looking around to see who else is present. We proof the bulletin for 

typos. We find the sermon notes to make the grocery list, a to-do list or to just doodle. Before we know it the preacher is 

preaching and we’re wondering why we didn't sing any songs we preferred this morning. The preacher is speaking but 

we’re somewhere else…anywhere else. We’re doing our duty but we’re not really there. It’s a chore not a privilege or 

opportunity.  

  Solomon says, “Draw near to listen…” In other words, come with a ready attitude to hear God speak to you. The New 

Living Translation says, "As you enter the house of God, keep your ears open and your mouth shut." When we come to 

worship, we come to meet with God - the living God - who has one agenda to meet with us. When we come to meet with 

God, we’d be wise to let Him do the talking. God wants to communicate with us. To worship God in His house with 

reverence, we must pay attention to God’s Word, listening to what He has to say to us. We must come with an attitude to 

listen to God.  

  Worship today, for many, is exclusively tied to music and worship does include music. But worship includes a lot of 

other things, such as how you live your life, as well as your ability to listen to the teaching of God’s Word.  

  Are you worshiping right now? You are. You say, “I’m not doing anything.” You’re listening. Solomon tells us to 

guard our steps, to live our life with God and to listen. Listen to what God has to say, the assumption being that we can’t 

just live how we want or worship as we please, if we’re Christians. We have to listen to the Lord for what He has to tell 

us. God’s message is intensely practical. We have a God who tells us what to do with our work and leisure, our marriage 

and our sex lives, even checks and credit cards. We must listen to that because it’s not just what happens here, it’s our 

whole life that needs to be integrated according to God’s Word, His goodness and into His wisdom. 

  One of the big “worship” movements right now is wordless worship. It’s a belief system that holds that people don’t 

like to be taught or told what to do, so we should take preaching out of church. But we can’t. We can’t take teaching, 

preaching, and Scripture out of church. Otherwise, we’re not Christians. The reason we teach Books of the Bible, book 

by book, chapter by chapter, verse by verse, at Grace, is that we want you to learn to listen to your Bible. Not just 

opinions, we want you to hear what God has to say. Within that, it forces us to get into some topics that you and I’d 

never want to get into. Having the right attitude means living out James 1:19 in our worship, “Know this, my beloved 

brothers: let every person be quick to hear, slow to speak…” It means asking myself: “Am I ready to listen to the voice 

of God? Is my heart open to spiritual instruction?” The only profitable hearing is what I remember, practice and makes a 

life change. 

  Imagine a group of four men, planning to go to the Packer Game. It’s a two-hour drive from their homes. "We can’t 

leave any later than 9:00 AM. If someone isn’t here, we’re leaving without him. We don't want to miss kick off." During 

the two-hour drive, the entire conversation is about football. All four men know all the players' names and stats. "I hope 

Aaron Rogers is really on today," says one and all agree. It’d be hard to describe the anticipation and expectancy of these 

four guys. During the game they shout until they’re nearly too hoarse to talk. The seats are hard, there are occasional 

flurries, but no one utters a word of complaint. The game goes into two overtimes. No one grumbles about how long the 

game is taking. On the way home, they rehash the game at least five times. "I’ll never forget that amazing one-handed 

catch in the third quarter." "You're right. I believe that turned the whole game around." And ten years later, if you asked 

these four guys to describe one of their most memorable experiences, all of them would probably describe that game. 

You’d be amazed at how much and how accurately they could describe what happened at that game.  

  Now imagine those same four men, each with their wives, on the way to a church worship service. One man says to his 

wife, "Let's stop and get a cup of coffee. We’ll just be a few minutes late." During the service, one man nods off as his 

wife keeps nudging him. One wife, sitting next to another wife, whispers, "Do you see that hideous outfit Mary is 

wearing?" After the service, these four couples all go out to lunch together. The talk among the four men soon turns to 

the amazing football game they saw ten years ago. The women talk about clothes or shopping. The only time anyone 

mentions the worship service is when someone comments that he thought the sermon was too long. No one would ever 

think that these people had just come from a meeting with the King of Kings! The truth is, they probably didn’t. They 

didn’t meet with God. When you meet with an awesome God, it changes you. Attendance isn’t engagement. How often 

do we attend a church service out of habit, without sufficient carefulness of thought? We come with the wrong attitude. 

Why is it that we anticipate with joy, become emotionally worked up, and remember and talk about a football game that 



took place ten years ago, but dare not even whisper an “amen” in a worship service? It’s attitude. If you really meet with 

Jesus, it changes you.  

  An average pro football game lasts three hours. The average baseball game,  three hours plus. Average 18-hole golf 

game, from 4 to 6 hours. The average movie is two hours. A shopping trip can take the whole day. But somehow if a 

worship service dares to go over an hour… Doesn’t that say a lot about our heart, our values, our love and view of God?  

  Too often our worship is what Solomon calls, “offering the sacrifice of fools, for they do not know that they are doing 

evil.” What’s the sacrifice of fools? It’s the kind of worship that never touches us. We’re not listening to the Spirit, we’re 

watching our watch. A fool gives God the “sacrifice” of singing, praying, giving and sharing but goes out and lives, as 

he pleases. A fool's worship never changes him. When we go through the motions of worship and our hearts remain the 

same, we’ve offered the sacrifice of fools.  

 

4. Watch your words when you come to worship! “Be not rash with your mouth, nor let your heart be hasty to utter a 

word before God, for God is in heaven and you are on earth. Therefore let your words be few. For a dream comes with 

much business, and a fool's voice with many words” (vss. 2-3).  

  John Bunyan said, “It is better to have a heart without words than words without heart.”  I wish I could say I wasn’t 

guilty of this but we all are. How often do we gather for worship and yet our heart isn’t in it? We sing praise songs, but 

are we truly praising God, or going through the motions? There are times when I say the words but they’re not coming 

from my heart. The words are coming out, but they have no meaning because my mind is somewhere else. I’m not even 

thinking of what I’m saying, much less that I’m saying them to God. I’m not watching my words.  

  Ours is a day consumed with self-expression. We tweet, blog, share our thoughts on Facebook. We’re used to speaking 

and telling others what we have to think. The danger is that we’ll come to worship with this same attitude. Instead we 

need to come with our ears wide-open, to come to sit and to receive what God has written in his Holy Word.  

  We wrongly come though too quick to speak. Dietrich Bonhoeffer wrote, “Christians so often think they must always 

contribute something when they are in the company of others, that this is the one service they have to render. They forget 

that listening can be a greater service than speaking. Many people are looking for an ear that will listen. They do not 

find it among Christians, because these Christians are talking where they should be listening. But he who can no longer 

listen to his brother will soon be no longer listening to God either; he will be doing nothing but prattle in the presence of 

God too. This is the beginning of the death of the spiritual life, and in the end there is nothing left but spiritual chatter.”  

  Solomon cautions us not to be rash with our mouths, not to be quick to utter words before God. We should come 

prepared to hear what God has to say. The reason he gives us is at the end of verse 2: “For God is in heaven and you are 

on earth.” In other words, remember the tremendous distance between God and you. God is far superior to us. He’s 

infinite; we’re limited. He’s the Creator; we’re created. His thoughts aren’t our thoughts; His ways higher than ours. 

Gregory of Nyssa wrote, “Knowing how widely the divine nature differs from our own, let us quietly remain within our 

proper limits.” 

  So we’ve to come to listen. Take what we’re doing right now. I’m speaking; you’re listening. Doesn’t it seem wrong for 

one person to do all the speaking? No, not if the person speaking isn’t speaking for himself. The only way it makes sense 

for one man to be speaking is if he is speaking on behalf of someone else who deserves to be heard. A preacher must 

make certain he’s preaching God’s Word, not his opinions. He’s a messenger. It’s God’s message, not his.  

  Careless praying is included here. Prayer is serious business. Like marriage, "it must not be' entered into lightly or 

carelessly, but soberly and in the fear of God." If you and I were privileged to bring our needs and requests to the White 

House, we’d prepare our words carefully. How much more important it is when we approach God’s throne. Yet, there’s a 

lot of flippant praying done by people who seem to know nothing about the fear of the Lord. 

  When we pray, watch out for hasty words and too many words (Matt. 6:7). The secret of acceptable praying is a 

prepared heart (Ps. 141:1-2), because the mouth speaks what the heart contains (Matt. 12:34-37). If we pray only to 

impress people, we’ll never get through to God. Sincerity is critical. Jesus warned us not to babble on and on like pagans. 

Spurgeon said, “It is not the length of our prayers, but the strength of them, that makes the difference.”  

 

5. Watch your promises when you come to worship! Look at verses 4-7. Vows are very serious. They’re lasting, and 

in the eyes of God, not subject to “on second thought” revocations. It’s like buyer’s remorse. You make a promise to 

God and as you think about, you start having second thoughts.  

  In one of his early movies, The End, Burt Reynolds, plays a character named Wendell “Sonny” Lawson. He’s informed 

early on in the movie that he has a deadly disease. Despondent over his condition, he decides that he’s going to take his 

own life. He rows out to the middle of a lake and is going to kill himself by drowning. He jumps in, he’s under the water. 

He’s looking at the surface from the underside but decides not to go through with it. As he breaks the surface of the 

water he screams: “I want to live! I want to live!” Then, he tries to swim to shore, but it’s a long way off. As he begins to 



swim, he prays to God. He promises to obey all of the Ten Commandments. Then realizes he doesn’t know what all of 

them are so he promises to learn them. Iin his panic, he says, “Lord, if you get me out of this, I will give you 80% of 

everything I have.” But time passes and he’s still going strong, and besides he can just begin to see the shoreline. As he 

continues to swim he feels his strength holding out and says, “Lord, if you help me to get to shore alive I will give you 

10% of all my earnings.” Finally, he struggles to the place where he sees that he’s just going to be able to make it to land 

and says, “Well, Lord, let’s just forget about what I said before. I think I can make it from here on my own.” And we do 

the same thing.  

  Solomon warns of two sins…  

  a. Making a vow with no intention of ever keeping it. In other words you lied to God. How many of us, in a moment of 

crisis, have tried to barter some sort of deal with God? “God, please give me a wife. I’m single. I’m getting older and 

more peculiar. Please give me a wife. The hair is leaving my head and coming out my ears. I’ve a short shelf life for 

attracting a woman. Please come through. I promise, God, if you give me a woman, I’ll love her.”  

  God says, “Okay, here’s a woman. She’ll love you.” “Thank you, God.” Two weeks into the marriage, you’re yelling at 

her. And God is like, “But, you made vows. The two of you stood in a church, you looked into each other’s eyes and you 

did all that kissing and you cried and, you know, you used deodorant and it was all official.” You promised her, “I will 

love you in sickness, in health and good times and bad, and rich and poor, and better and worse.” But two weeks later, 

it’s like, “No way. You’re driving me crazy!”  

  b. Making a vow but delaying keeping it. You drag your feet, hoping that you can get out of it. When the priest (the 

messenger) came to collect the promised sacrifice or gift, the person would say, "Please forget about my vow! It was a 

mistake!" God hears what we say and holds us to our promises. 

  Today we still make vows to God. When we marry in church, we promise before God to live together as husband and 

wife "till death do us part." When we dedicate our children, we promise to instruct them in the Christian faith and lead 

them into Christian discipleship. When we join a church, we promise to attend, serve, to give. In a surprising number of 

songs, we make promises to God. We must keep these promises if we’re going to worship God with reverence. Sadly, 

people make empty vows because they live in a religious "dream world" and think that words are the same as deeds (v. 

7).  

  Their worship is not serious, so their words are not dependable. They enjoy the "good feelings" that come when they 

make promises to God, but they do themselves more harm than good. They like to "dream" about fulfilling their vows, 

but they never get around to doing it. They practice .a make-believe religion that neither glorifies God nor builds 

Christian character.  

  Wonderfully, some Christians get it. There was a woman from Memphis, Tennessee named Pauline Port. Pauline was a 

special woman with great compassion for people. She had a very special place in her heart for those who couldn’t read or 

write. When she was 88 years old, she became involved with a ministry that taught people how to read. Not only did she 

have compassion for those who couldn’t read, most of all she had compassion for those who didn’t know Jesus Christ. 

She’d lead people to Jesus with her genuine compassion and radiant faith. Then, President George H.W. Bush 

recognized her as one of the recipients of his “Points of Light” awards. It was a special recognition for those who 

rendered extraordinary service to their fellow human beings. The President came to Memphis, made special 

arrangements and then invited Pauline to join him for lunch.  

  Do you know what Pauline Port did? This little lady told President Bush how sorry she was, but she was unable to have 

lunch with him on that day because that was the day she went to the state prison to visit prisoners and share God’s love 

with them. She’d already made that commitment and she always kept her commitments to God. “I will come into your 

house with burnt offerings; I will perform my vows to you, that which my lips uttered and my mouth promised when I was 

in trouble” (Ps. 66:13-14).  

 

Conclusion: Do you hate wasting time? If you come to a worship service without a prepared heart, you’re wasting God’s 

time. Worse, it’s offensive to a holy God. That’s dangerous. We do not have a user friendly God.  

  Maybe you have a difficult time coming with a prepared heart because you’re living in the old life. You really don’t 

know Jesus. Thinking about Him, listening about Him, worshipping Him does nothing for you because spiritually you’re 

a corpse. That should frighten you. If it doesn’t bother you to miss worshipping God, something is wrong. It should scare 

you.  

  But if do know the Lord, yet you know that your heart has grown cold, what can you do? First, ask the Spirit to work in 

your heart to give you a fresh love and a new reverence of God, a new sense of awe for what takes place here. We really 

need to raise the stakes and raise our expectations. We can’t afford to worship casually. We come to a God who is a 

consuming fire. 



  Second, we must realize that worship is about God, not us. We live in a culture that’s self-absorbed and narcissistic. 

That easily contaminates our worship. That’s why we have so many church shoppers and hoppers who go from church to 

church trying to satisfy their own needs. The outcome is that we come to church attempting to make God to who we 

want Him to be, rather than who He really is. Worship is about God, not us. That means that we come to hear from God, 

from His Word and to have our lives transformed by the power of the Spirit and the Word so that we’re more and more 

like Jesus. The Bible teaches that’s our destiny and the only safe place to be.  

  Please ask yourself: Is my focus, particularly in worship on me, my agenda and desires, or is it on God and what He 

wants? If you want peace and freedom, if you want your life to have purpose and meaning, it must be on God and what 

He wants.  

  And God loves you so much, that He’ll do whatever it takes to change you into His will and to conform you into His 

Son’s likeness. We do not have a user friendly God but we do have a God who loves us, knows what’s best for us and 

will literally do whatever it takes to make that happen. I fear that most of us in the American church don’t have a clue 

what it means to truly worship God. We’re going to close with a video that’s I fear is all too typical for most of us. 

(Video: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-oHm7IB8Uxc) We do not have a user friendly God!  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-oHm7IB8Uxc

