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  Immanuel Kant, said, “Give a man everything he wants, and at that moment, everything will not be everything.” When 

the world is not enough. 
  An airline pilot was flying over the Smoky Mountains and pointed out a lake to his co-pilot. “See that little lake? When 

I was a kid I used to sit in a rowboat down there, fishing. Every time a plane would fly overhead, I’d look up and wish I 

was flying it. Now I look down and wish I was in a rowboat, fishing.” When the world is not enough.  

  Satisfaction is an elusive pursuit. We go after what we think will make us happy, only to find it doesn’t. Often, we were 

happier before we started the quest. How can the world not be enough? How is it possible for a person to have all that 

he/she desires and still not find satisfaction? Yet, this lack of satisfaction is pandemic. We see it in our astronomical rate 

of consumer debt. We’re not satisfied with what we have so we go into debt to live just a bit better than we can afford. 

Then, we suffer anxiety with the pressure of being able to pay all our bills. When the world is not enough.  

  Dissatisfaction rears its head in our spiralling divorce rate. We’re unhappy with our marriage, so we trade our mate in 

for a different model, only to find that the same problems reoccur with our next spouse. Isn’t that the impetus behind the 

lottery? We think if we just win big, we can buy what we want and be satisfied. Those who win big are rarely happier 

and often more miserable, cursing the day they won big.  

  Is that you? Are you satisfied? Like Bono, do you lament, “I still haven’t found what I’m looking for?” Ecclesiastes 6 

is just what the doctor ordered. Solomon had the “world,” but as he has throughout Ecclesiastes, he’s lamenting that the 

world is not enough. He has everything we’re told is anything but he’s still not satisfied, Ecclesiastes 6:1-12 (p 556).   

  Would you say you’re content, fulfilled, satisfied? What is it you believe you need to be satisfied? Do you think that 

you would be if you had it?  

  In these twelve verses Solomon shows the emptiness of several of the categories of life that we’re told bring 

satisfaction. They don’t…they don’t for Solomon and won’t for us. That’s why verse 1 says, “There is an evil which I 

have seen under the sun and it is prevalent among men” (NASV). In other words, it’s common. It’s rare to walk this 

earth and find many who are content, satisfied. Desire always seems stronger than satisfaction. As we walk this restless 

earth, full of desire, we’re just never really satisfied. The world is not enough.  

  That’s the conclusion Jonathan Clements (WSJ, 5-2-07) reached: “We may have life and liberty, but the pursuit of 

happiness isn't going so well…We constantly hanker after fancier cars and fatter pay checks — and, initially, such things 

boost our happiness. But the glow of satisfaction quickly fades and soon we're yearning for something else.”  

  Last weekend, in Ecclesiastes 5, we worked through that prosperity doesn’t satisfy. Solomon finally concludes, “He 

who loves money will not be satisfied with money” (5:10). After considering that prosperity doesn’t satisfy, he concludes 

that the only way to find any satisfaction in life is to trust in the God of joy (5:18-20). But Solomon doesn’t stay satisfied 

for long. Soon he’s lamenting again about the many problems with life “under the sun.” That’s the core issue and why 

he’s dissatisfied. He’s looking at life from this world’s perspective. What we’ve called flatland living.  

  If you look at life horizontally, this world is a miserable place. In chapter 6, Solomon lists out a series of 

disappointments that also left him deeply dissatisfied. Many of them are the very things we think will satisfy us. But as 

Solomon learned, they don’t. This is a warning for us to not go down the same dead end street. So what is it that doesn’t 

bring satisfaction?  

 

1. Social Status does not bring satisfaction. “There is an evil that I have seen under the sun, and it lies heavy on 

mankind: a man to whom God gives wealth, possessions, and honor, so that he lacks nothing of all that he desires, yet 

God does not give him power to enjoy them, but a stranger enjoys them. This is vanity; it is a grievous evil” (vss. 1-2).  

  Lily Tomlin said, “I always wanted to be somebody, but now I realize I should have been more specific.” As with all 

humour, an underlying truth is hiding inside. In this case, it’s about specificity, or more precisely, a lack of it. She says 

she always wanted to be somebody. The implication is that she’s now managed to become somebody. However, there’s 

also the implication the somebody she became wasn’t what she’d hoped she’d become.  

  Many individuals want to be somebody. It may just be in their company, neighbourhood or church, but the passion is 

just as real. This world is obsessed with celebrity, or “wealth, possessions, honor.” There are some 44 Entertainment 

News outlets, everything from Access Hollywood to TMZ. They focus on the “somebodies” of this world. Having status 

is important. Most of us want to be somebody. Our world is obsessed with status. What kind of car we drive, where we 

live, the clothes we buy, job title, are we tan enough, is our hair style cool enough, how many tattoos do we have. It’s an 

endless list. It’s about status but it doesn’t satisfy.  

  Solomon shares a tragic autobiographical glimpse. He had the world. He had everything everyone says is important, but 

he didn’t have the ability to enjoy it. God “does not give him power to enjoy them” (vs. 2b). He has everything but 



satisfaction. Today's cynic would call it a "cruel irony," an "unfair twist" that God would give someone all these things, 

yet remove from that person the joy those very things could and should bring.  

  Verse 2 concludes with, "but a stranger enjoys them." The reason he can't enjoy them is because a foreigner has "ripped 

off" the enjoyment. The stranger is never identified. It could be an adversary, some personal enemy who gave him grief. 

It could be sickness. He once enjoyed good health, but now that "stranger" has attacked his body and he no longer enjoys 

his status. It could be domestic conflicts. There’s nothing like trouble at home to drain the zest out of life. It could be a 

natural calamity. A tornado, earthquake, or fire. For some, the “stranger” is death. More than one person has worked 

hard, looked forward to a comfortable retirement only to have a heart attack, get cancer or have a stroke, and meet a 

tragic end.   

  Solomon says it’s “a grievous evil.” Social Status does not bring satisfaction. Today’s hero is tomorrow’s zero. If 

any good can come from this unfortunate situation, it’s the recognition that wealth, possessions, and honor never bring 

lasting joy. They’re here today, gone tomorrow. This is important – the gifts God gives us and the power to enjoy those 

gifts, come separately. Social status can’t guarantee satisfaction. Without God, we’ll still be discontent. It’s only when 

God is at the center of our life that we experience real joy in the gifts that God gives. The fear of the Lord is not just the 

beginning of knowledge; it’s also the source of satisfaction.  

 

2. Family does not bring satisfaction. Solomon uses two illustrations to drive home his point about attempting to find 

satisfaction in life apart from God. The 1st is family, the 2nd is longevity. “If a man fathers a hundred children and lives 

many years, so that the days of his years are many, but his soul is not satisfied with life's good things, and he also has no 

burial, I say that a stillborn child is better off than he. For it comes in vanity and goes in darkness, and in darkness its 

name is covered. Moreover, it has not seen the sun or known anything, yet it finds rest rather than he. Even though he 

should live a thousand years twice over, yet enjoy no good—do not all go to the one place?” (vss. 3-6). Having a family 

doesn’t guarantee satisfaction. Children can break your heart. Did you know that in America… every 8 seconds of every 

school day a child drops out of school? Every 26 seconds one runs away from home. Every 7 minutes a child is arrested 

for drugs and every 36 minutes a child is either hurt or killed by a gun.  

  In Bible days, having lots of children was a sign of God’s blessing. It was an agrarian culture. More children helped you 

be a successful farmer. It was an economic asset to have a big family. In a culture where you often had to defend 

yourself, having your own in-home army, gave you an advantage.   

  Most Bible scholars think Solomon was speaking hypothetically. But with 700 wives and 300 concubines, I don’t think 

so. It’s probable that he threw out this number of 100 as symbolic of his very, very large family. Having children, even 

lots of children, doesn’t guarantee fulfillment. It may look heavenly now for Jim Bob and Michelle Duggar and their 19 

children but the epilogue hasn’t been written. Jon and Kate Gosselin plus 8 at first, looked like an early rendition of the 

Waltons. What a train wreck it turned out to be! 

  Marriage, family and children do not necessarily bring satisfaction to life. If you’re miserable, children aren’t going to 

break you out of your misery. Marriage counselor, Dr. J. Allan Peterson, points out that many couples with marital 

problems make a big blunder. They reason that since they’re having problems, having children will solve their marital 

issues. It’s the reasoning that “children are the glue.” Children aren’t the glue; more often they’re great dividers. What 

may happen is that the couple has a temporary diversion from their marital issues and be able to postpone dealing with 

them as they focus on their children. Some times it works, usually it doesn’t. At the end of the childrearing years, the bill 

comes due. That’s one reason why there’s a big jump in the divorce rate of empty nesters. The children are no longer 

there to distract the couples’ attention from unresolved marital issues.  

  Nothing can break your heart like your own child. You don’t know what a heavy heart is or sleepless night is until you 

have children. Solomon exaggerates to make his point. You could have more children than anyone else, but if God isn’t 

involved and doesn’t give you His satisfaction, it’s worthless. He goes for shock value, particularly in a culture that 

highly valued children. He says even a miscarriage is better off than such a person!  

  We must be very careful not to misread Solomon at this point. He’s not arguing that a literal “miscarriage of a child” is 

a good thing. His analogy is philosophical not literal. It’s tempting to dance around the reality of a miscarriage being a 

part of this text. We all know people who have suffered through the tragedy of a miscarriage. I’ll never forget our own 

heartbreak when Jane miscarried our first child. A miscarriage is gut-wrenching. Our hearts need to break for those 

parents who’ve suffered this ordeal. If you’re here and you’ve experienced a miscarriage, I want you to know how sorry 

I am. Please know I hurt for you and your church family hurts for you, too.  

  Yet, in spite of the great pain and loss of a miscarriage, we need to feel the weight of his point: “It is more tragic for 

someone to be given life and possessions and honor and riches and not enjoy life’s good things than the tragedy of 

miscarriage.” Solomon recognizes both as tragic. He’s not minimizing the tragedy of a stillborn child. He’s emphasizing 

through his shocking comparison the tragedy of a life that’s lived without satisfaction. He’s saying it’s more tragic for 



life to be given and that person not to enjoy the good things in life, than it is for an infant to never even experience life. 

His point is simply, “Better to miscarry at birth than to miscarry throughout life.” Satisfaction is found by first enjoying 

God, then His blessings.   

  The Hebrew word for soul is nephish. It represented the spiritual and eternal part of a person. The gnawing appetite of 

Solomon’s nephish was not sated by the things he hoped would fill him—and they were good things! He has no 

satisfaction. There’s no ultimate satisfaction in “under the sun” living.  

  The ability to enjoy life comes from within. It’s a God-thing. It’s a matter of character not circumstances. "I have 

learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content," Paul wrote to the Philippians (4:11). The Greek word for 

"content," carries the idea of "self-contained, adequate, needing nothing from the outside." Within his soul, Paul carried 

all the resources needed for satisfaction which is why he could triumphantly say, "I can do all things through Christ who 

strengthens me" (Phil. 4:13).  

  To understand what Solomon is saying, we must step outside of our western mindsets. First, in ancient Israel, children 

were not an inconvenience. They were considered a great blessing from God. Then, children were not a financial burden. 

Third, and we need to be reminded of this, they also were not to be idols. Often, today we’ve deified the family. If 

Solomon were here, he’d urge us to stop worshiping our kids and families. Frequently, life, even for Christians, revolves 

around family and we neglect God, and His forever family, as well as our church family.  

  We must first find our satisfaction in God and then enjoy what God has given us while we can; marriage, children and 

grandchildren. There’s no guarantee we’ll have our loved ones tomorrow so live your life with enjoyment today! 

Satisfaction is found by enjoying God and then His blessings. If you reverse that, you’re in trouble. You’ll never find 

satisfaction by seeking to enjoy His blessings but forgetting to enjoy God first. 

  If God is our first enjoyment, then our relationship and our children’s relationship with God must be our first priority. 

Many Christian parents are very foolish when it comes to family. They’re satisfied if their children are “good” people. 

That is, if they hold a job, are generally moral, nice people then we’re satisfied. Hell is full of moral, nice people. I’d 

rather my children be homeless or in jail, yet know Jesus. It’s not enough to be moralistic or have the trappings of 

success, if you’re Christless and doomed to eternal judgment. My children may break my heart in this life but heaven 

will not be heaven for me, if they are not there with me.   

 

3. Longevity does not bring satisfaction. Augusten Burroughs said, “When you have your health, you have everything. 

When you do not have your health, nothing else matters at all.” Really? There are very healthy inmates on Death Row. 

“Even though he should live a thousand years twice over, yet enjoy no good—do not all go to the one place?” (vs. 6). 

Solomon’s point is that if your life is marked by pain, hardship, calamity and tragedy, what good is it if you live even 

2,000 years. It’s just 2,000 more years of sorrow and those who live such lives want to live shorter ones, not longer. 

They want out of the misery. Long life isn’t a blessing if it’s miserable. Longevity isn’t everything.  

  Solomon writes of living a long life but he’s explicit that a long life is not an end in and of itself. The greatest tragedy is 

to live a long life that’s really not worth living. He says that it’d have been better if they’d been still born. Why does he 

offer such a shocking illustration? Because long life alone is not a sufficient goal. Better to never breathe a breath than 

live a long life that doesn’t please God. Better a wake for a nameless child than a state funeral for a famous person who 

blew off God.  

  Notice Solomon gives his fictional geriatric no burial. For a Jew to not have a burial was a sign of great disrespect and 

dishonor. Jeremiah 22 tells about King Jehoiakim who wasn’t given a burial. It illustrated how disrespected he was by 

the people. Solomon's fictional character lived a long time, had lots of children, but in the end, his family didn't want 

anything to do with him; and when he died, they didn't even give him a funeral. 

  Most want to live a long life. Imagine living through twenty centuries of misery, twenty centuries of discontent. We 

want heaven on earth, but that would come close to being hell. It's like the story of a man who is granted the gift of 

immortality only to be convicted for some crime and locked up for life in prison. What value is eternal life stuck in a tiny 

cell? In the end, the 2,000 year old man and stillborn child both end up in the same place—the grave. Once again, 

Solomon confronts his listeners with the certainty of death and futility of life without God. There is no satisfaction even 

in a long life without God.  

 

4. Careers do not bring satisfaction. “All the toil of man is for his mouth, yet his appetite is not satisfied. For what 

advantage has the wise man over the fool? And what does the poor man have who knows how to conduct himself before 

the living? Better is the sight of the eyes than the wandering of the appetite: this also is vanity and a striving after wind” 

(vss. 7-9).   



  According to a spate of recent headlines, the dangerous epidemic of workplace boredom is stalking the cubicles of 

developed nations. 71% of workers are not engaged or are actively disengaged from their jobs. Work boredom has been 

dubbed “the new stress.”  

  This time of year we celebrate graduation from high school or college. Young people choosing a career will tell you 

they’re looking for something that will give them fulfillment. That’s often an elusive dream. Solomon warns that work 

can’t bring ultimate fulfillment, but many don’t believe him. So they keep switching jobs and fields, thinking satisfaction 

is out there somewhere. If they can just get into the right job or field, their life will have meaning. Others give up, 

settling for a mundane existence where they live for the end of the workday and for the weekend.  

  Socrates was once asked his opinion regarding marriage. "By all means, marry” he replied, “If you get a good wife, you 

become happy, and if you get a bad one, you will become a philosopher.” Many believe that happiness can be created by 

our circumstances. If I get a new job, a promotion, or even a new car or spouse, then I’ll finally be satisfied. If the 

children would only stop getting on my nerves, if my boss was be more sympathetic, if my work wasn’t so demanding, if 

life wasn’t so hectic, I’d be happy. If my parents weren’t so strict, if my teacher would grade more leniently, if my co-

worker would work harder, if the weather wasn’t so depressing, I’d be satisfied. Then, I’d have satisfaction…but you 

wouldn’t.  

  Solomon isn't critical of work. This world wouldn't be much of a place to live in if everyone started calling in sick a few 

times a week because they just didn't care. Would you like to have a surgeon who felt that way? Would you trust your 

money to a stockbroker whose mind is on his next ski trip? 

  Personally, I find genuine joy in my job. I hope you do too—whether you're a governor or a garbage collector. Work 

isn’t part of the curse. It’s another gracious gift from God. Work makes life compelling. It teaches us about ourselves and 

gives us the pleasure of fruitfulness. But if you approach your job as the reason for living, you'll end up down one more 

dead end. 

  What we must see is that our jobs are earthly, joy is heavenly. A job isn’t what really matters in life, yet it offers a 

number of clues to what does. It's not the whole picture; it’s one more puzzle piece that fits into the vast panorama we’re 

developing of heaven on earth. Solomon gives three reasons why your job cannot give you ultimate joy in this life. 

  a. Your job can’t satisfy your soul, “All the toil of man is for his mouth, yet his appetite is not satisfied.” Solomon 

points out the obvious: We all work so that we can eat. Whether you’re a CEO of a Fortune 500 company or a high 

schooler working at Burger King, you essentially work for food. You work for your next meal. So you work to buy food, 

but it’s never enough. You have to keep working because you continually get hungry and must eat. Your career, even the 

money from your career will never satisfy you. Your job, by itself, doesn’t pay in the currency of heart fulfillment, nor is 

there any exchange rate between the two worlds. 

  God is the ultimate worker. "We are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared 

beforehand that we should walk in them" (Ephesians 2:10). That means we’re wired to work in the manner He previously 

arranged and only then do we find satisfaction.  

  b. Your mind can’t replace your heart, “For what advantage has the wise man over the fool? And what does the poor 

man have who knows how to conduct himself before the living” (vs. 8). A wise man with the greatest education has no 

ultimate advantage over a fool if God is absent from his life. On the day we stand before God, He’s not going to ask to 

see our diploma or inquire about our academic degrees. He's not going to ask about our IQ, SAT or GRE scores. All He's 

going to ask about is our hearts. 

  The problem is that our work begins by requiring our strength. We do it during the best hours of our day. We find we 

need to be rested and at our physical best. Then, we find that our work requires our minds, if we’re going to do better at 

it. We’re soon mulling over challenges and problems, even when we’re away from work. We begin to come up with 

some solutions and become emotionally involved in the work before us. It’s taken a piece of our heart. Finally, when 

we’re completely sold out to the world of nine to five, we discover that our work has stolen our very souls. 

  c. Your dreams can’t replace reality, “Better is the sight of the eyes than the wandering of the appetite: this also is 

vanity and a striving after wind” (vs. 9). Solomon compares the vanity of living in a fantasy world with the wisdom of 

living in the real world. Proverbs 28:19 says, "He who works his land will have abundant food, but the one who chases 

fantasies will have his fill of poverty." There’s nothing wrong with dreaming, but if we live in a fantasy world, we live in 

a world that will probably never be real. Too many of us say, "We'll take the children there when” or "We'll start saving 

for retirement when” “We’ll start living for the Lord when.” Our when is tied to something big that’s "just around the 

corner." Yet, those who continually talk about the future rarely seem to get around to enjoying the present.  

  Solomon keeps repeating this same truth in Ecclesiastes. Between now and the time you go to heaven, enjoy now what 

God has given you. Don't be so caught up earning money or building a career, you fail to enjoy life. For example, what 

happens if you take a "surprise day off" for your family? You're one more day behind on the job, yet think of the 

memories you’ll make with your family. Twenty years from now what will matter more? One touches godly 



relationships with heavenly companions; the other is simply another acre plowed, another clock punched, another day, 

another dollar. 

 

5. Answers do not bring satisfaction. “Whatever has come to be has already been named, and it is known what man is, 

and that he is not able to dispute with one stronger than he. The more words, the more vanity, and what is the advantage 

to man? For who knows what is good for man while he lives the few days of his vain life, which he passes like a shadow? 

For who can tell man what will be after him under the sun? (vss. 10-12). That’s a list of tough questions. There’s a lot of 

mystery in Christianity and for some, it’s very frustrating. For them Christianity is like a Jenga game or a Rubik’s cube. 

They’re trying to put all the pieces together and can’t stand having a mystery. They can’t leave unanswered questions but 

must get it all together. A vital part of living by faith is that there’s this wonderful thing that God has given us called a 

question mark. You just need to just put it on certain matters and leave it there, admitting, “I don’t know” or “I don’t 

understand.”  

  It doesn’t mean you’ll never understand. Maybe at some point, you’ll be reading your Bible and it will all make sense. 

It might not make sense until you die and see Jesus. Then, the Bible tells us that we’ll know as we are fully known. 

There’s coming a day when we will understand, but at this point, we live by faith and faith assumes that I don’t see 

everything or know everything. I will have unanswered questions.  

  Solomon knew that life doesn’t satisfy for another kind of person—the one who requires answers to all of life's 

questions. He’s not condemning honest inquiry. Ecclesiastes is the record of his own investigation into the meaning of 

life. Instead, he’s saying, "There are some questions about life that nobody can answer. Our ignorance must not be used 

as an excuse for skepticism or unbelief. Instead, our ignorance should encourage us to have faith in God, to trust Him. 

After all, we don't live on explanations; we live on promises."  

  Most explanations don't solve personal problems or even make people feel better. When the doctor explains an X-ray to 

a patient, his explanation doesn't bring healing, although it’s certainly an essential step toward recovery. Job argued with 

God, demanding an explanation for his plight. God never did answer his questions, because knowledge in the mind 

doesn’t guarantee healing for the heart. That only comes when we put faith in the promises of God. God doesn’t answer 

all of our questions. That’s where faith comes in. We trust even when we don’t understand.  

  We don’t know what’s best for us or what our future holds. We’re ignorant of our place in God’s all-inclusive plan. 

Human life is fleeting. It’s like a shadow. It’s futile to fight with God; He always wins. James Weldon Johnson said it 

well, “Your arms are too short to box with God.”  Or, as C.S. Lewis said, “To argue with God is to argue with the very 

power that makes it possible to argue at all.” Disputing with God is a waste of time and energy. And as long as I fight 

the hand of God, I don’t learn the lessons He’s attempting to place before me. When I find myself getting anxious about 

my life, it’s usually because my horizontal has overshadowed the vertical. I’ve momentarily lost sight of who is on the 

throne and who’s really in control.  

  What if a person visited your house and started to criticize things? She doesn’t like the wallpaper, she doesn’t like the 

decorations, she doesn’t like the picture that hangs over the kitchen table. Once she’s finished with her criticism, only 

one comment is appropriate. “Whose name is on the title deed of this house? When you start paying the bills around 

here, you get a vote on the decorating. Until then, feel free to keep your opinions to yourself.” This doesn’t mean we can 

never ask God a “why” question. However, I’d strongly caution you to remember who it is that you are talking to!  

  No one knows the future but God. So it’s futile to speculate. God gives us enough information to encourage us, yet 

doesn’t cater to idle curiosity. One thing is certain though: Death is coming. That’s why we must make the best use of 

our present opportunities. Satisfaction will never come from having all of life’s questions answered. It comes from 

loving God with all your heart, soul and mind, from trusting the Father even when you don’t understand.  

 

Conclusion: So what’s in your “enough”? When do you believe that you will be satisfied? Ecclesiastes reminds us again 

and again, that in “under the sun” living Even the world is not enough. If this world is not enough to satisfy my soul, 

where do I go? Where can we find satisfaction? You must start in the right place. A. W. Tozer had it right when he said, 

“The man who has God for his treasure has all things in One” In other words, when we’re satisfied with God, then the 

world is more than enough. But if we’re not satisfied with God, even the world will never be enough.  

  Don’t you love it when people get it? Albert Pujols, first baseman for the Los Angeles Angels, is a World Series 

champion, an eight-time All Star, the recipient of three National League MVP awards, and one of the most feared hitters 

in baseball. He’s certainly reached the top of his game, but that’s not what brings him any real satisfaction. While 

speaking at an event at Lafayette Senior High School in Missouri, Pujols told the audience of men and young boys, “As a 

Christian, I am called to live a holy life. My standard for living is set by God, not by the world. I am responsible for 

growing and sharing the gospel.”  



  Then after some comments on humility, he told that crowd, “One way for me to stay satisfied in Jesus is for me to stay 

humble. Humility is getting on your knees and staying in God’s will – what He wants for me, not what the world wants.” 

Then he added: “It would be easy to go out and do whatever I want, but those things only satisfy the flesh for a moment. 

Jesus satisfies my soul forever.”  

  Solomon got it. We must get it too! The world will never be enough. The only way to find satisfaction is to turn your 

heart to the Creator of the world, to turn your heart to Jesus as your Lord and Savior, to let Him satisfy you first. Let 

Jesus be your world. He will be enough! Solomon warns us that only Jesus satisfies and nothing else can. He must be our 

world or life is pointless. Is He yours?  


