
When Bad is Better                                                                 Ecclesiastes 7:1-14                                                     

What’s the Point!?!                                                Sermon 10 

 

Please open your Bible to Ecclesiastes 7:1-14 (p. 556).  

  A woman was rushing to catch her airplane. She woke up late, threw herself together, and dashed for the airport. After 

she checked in and was headed to her gate, she realizes how hungry she is. So she stops at an airport store, buys a 

package of cookies and a newspaper, then took a seat at her gate and began to peruse her paper. Another passenger sat 

down, pulls a book out of his briefcase, and begins to read. Her mind is racing. She reviews the morning, hoping she’d 

packed everything she needs. She thinks about her destination and all she’ll need to do once she gets there. She thinks 

about her work, her deadlines, her busy life. She then looks down and sees the cookies. She opens the package, takes a 

cookie out, and sets the package on the seat next to her. No sooner has she put the cookie in her mouth than the man next 

to her, whom she has barely noticed up until now, reaches down, takes a cookie, smiles at the woman, and pops it in his 

mouth! She can’t believe her eyes! Of all the people in the airport, she had to sit next to this guy! Hasn’t that always 

been her luck? Doesn’t she seem to attract the weird people, like moths to a flame? She moves the package of cookies, 

being as subtle as she can, closer to her. She then takes another cookie out and begins to eat it. Sure enough, the man 

next to her takes a cookie, pauses again to smile at her, and pops it in his mouth! Now she’s livid! She can’t believe the 

arrogance, disrespect, and rudeness of some people. The pattern of cookie eating continues. Each time she takes a 

cookie, the man soon follows. He pauses each time to smile at her before popping it in his mouth. She looks down at the 

package and sees there is just one cookie left. Obviously, the man has noticed this as well, because he reaches down, 

takes it, breaks it in two, and offers the woman half of the final cookie. He smiles at her as he holds her half out. “Oh, 

thank you!” She manages to say before taking the half and eating it. She hopes he heard the sarcasm in her voice. And 

then he got up, and walked away toward his gate. Finally, her flight is called. She finds her seat and just stews. Her fury 

didn’t subside until half an hour into her flight, when she reached into her bag for a pen and pulled out her package of 

cookies from the purse – unopened. Her face reddened as she realizes she’d been eating the man’s cookies the whole 

time, and that he had generously and with a kind heart given them to her, even splitting the last one in half! 

  Perspective is everything. Every decision we make is based on a worldview that reflects our understanding of reality. 

One of the most crucial lessons to learn in a sin contaminated world is how to handle pain and suffering. In this fallen 

world, pain and suffering are certainties. It may be physical suffering that goes with living in these frail bodies that get 

sick and die. It may be the grief of watching a loved one suffer and die. It may be problems stemming from your own sin 

or from others’ sins against you. It may be the common stress of making a living, wondering how you’re going to pay all 

the bills. It may be the emotional suffering from feelings of depression, loneliness, anger, worry, or fear. Wherever it 

comes from, suffering is inevitable. So we have a choice. Suffering can make you grow bitter or you can choose to grow 

better. For a believer there’s only one right choice: Trust God, even in the pain, and choose to grow better.  

  In these fourteen verses, God wants us to see the better side of suffering. It’s a shocking perspective. Better isn’t a word 

we use in connection with suffering. But suffering, pain, trials whatever word you want to use – the Bible says – are 

good for us. Ecclesiastes 7:1-14 helps us work through a foreign perspective, When bad is better. That’s the key word 

in these verses, better. Some of the medicine that tastes the worst has the best cure. It really is better. Solomon uses the 

word better seven times. His hearers may have thought he’d gone off the deep end. Who in their right mind describes 

pain and suffering, and connects the word better with them.   

  If we’re going to grasp the importance of our study today, we must first work through a common mistake in our 

approach to the Gospel. The typical question in a Gospel presentation is, “If you were to die today, where would you 

spend eternity?” There’s a major flaw in this approach. Who really believes that there’s even the remotest chance that 

they’re going to die today or tomorrow, or this year? If you’d asked James Gandolfini that question a week ago, he’d 

have thought you were nuts. Most don’t think that death is a reality, so for them, it’s an irrelevant question. The thinking 

is “If Jesus only helps when I die, I’ll get to that later. I’m in good health. I’m young. I have lots of time. I’ll worry about 

Jesus when I’m old and thinking about dying.”  

  But if you ask, “When you suffer today, when you go through tough times, how are you going to handle it?” It’s a very 

relevant question. Everyone is suffering. What we’ve missed is that Jesus is not just helpful when I’m dying, He’s 

essential while I’m living. He helps me with life, pain, friendships, marriage, money, parenting, work, sex life, diet. Jesus 

is intensely practical to the sum total of your life. That brings us to the vital reason that you need Jesus: Without Him 

suffering has no point. 

  The Bible calls it the abundant life or fulfilled life. Life with Jesus isn’t just about beating death; it’s about living the 

fulfilled life now. That means you commit your life to Christ and you have a better life, and when you die, you have 

eternity with him. Jesus gives purpose, meaning and power for life now and for the life to come. Can you see why this is 

so important?   



  Most people aren’t worried about death; they’re stressed out about life. A valid question then is: If you live tomorrow, 

do you know what you’re doing? Do you know how you’re going to make it? Because the odds are, you’ll probably wake 

up tomorrow and have breakfast, and you really need to know what to do. Jesus helps in life. Jesus helps in death.  

  As we walk through, Ecclesiastes and the Book of Proverbs, two of Solomon’s books, he compares two people – wise 

people and fools. Maybe you’re thinking, “That’s not very nice, Scott. You can’t call people fools, or idiots.” Yes, we 

can. God does. If you don’t believe they’re fools, just drive. Get in your car and try to go anywhere and you’ll see, “Oh, 

that’s exactly what they’re talking about. There are fools everywhere, right?” 

  Wise people, because they know God and believe the Bible, know that suffering is part of life and they’re prepared for 

it. They know, even though it’s painful, there’s a purpose in suffering. Fools don’t.  

  That’s why we live in an escapist culture. The object is to shut out the pain of the everyday world. It’s why we have a 

drug/alcohol epidemic. If you don’t periodically get wasted, people wonder what’s wrong with you. It’s why we’re 

looking for the next new thing from Hollywood, the next big movie. It’s why gaming is addictive. It’s why we’re 

obsessed with sex or shopping or sports. It’s addiction after addiction after addiction. It’s escapism, but you can’t escape 

pain and suffering. So Jesus is not just our ticket for Heaven, Jesus is my ticket for heaven now in my soul. In the midst 

of a painful world, I can have heaven within me because the Comforter (the Holy Spirit) lives in me.  

  Suffering is inevitable. Either you trust God to work and use suffering in your life, to walk with you through it, and 

you’re wise. Or, you’re a fool and idiotically attempt to somehow escape and anesthetize yourself against suffering. But 

you can’t escape suffering. Eventually, you must face it and face the dark face of suffering: Death. That’s why Solomon 

wants us to understand how bad can be better. We either deny suffering, seeking to escape it, or we embrace a biblical 

perspective on suffering. Our choices are wisdom or foolishness; escapism or faith. That’s why Solomon says…. 

 

1. Suffering is a better teacher than prosperity. Enrico Caruso, the famed Italian tenor’s favourite expression was, 

“To be great, it is necessary to suffer.” To grow, it is necessary to suffer as well. There’s no gain without pain. Solomon 

unpacks several examples of this for us… 

  a. Everyone’s reputation smells, “A good name is better than precious ointment, and the day of death than the day of 

birth” (vs. 1). What’s your favorite smell? What’s your least favorite? Most of the steel mills have shut down now but I 

hated to drive near Gary because it smelled so bad. I love walking into a theater and smelling hot popcorn. Solomon says 

your reputation or your “name” has an aroma.  

  Back then, people wore ointments or perfume to mask odors. They didn’t have bathroom facilities and anti-deodrants. 

Solomon’s point is: don’t just do a cover-up. What’s most important isn’t what you smell like but what does your 

reputation smell like? That won’t be fully known until the last chapter is written and your book is closed. It’s why the 

day of your death is more important. What’s more important is not your name at your birth but your name at your death. 

Because over the course of your lifetime, your name either increases in value or loses value. It’s based on your 

reputation. When people hear your name, what do they think of? Your wake is more important than your birthday party. 

Looking back on a life well-lived is better than looking forward to a life unlived.  

  So what’s associated with your name? How are you thought of? How will you be remembered? The wonderful thing is 

that if today, you don’t have a good reputation, by God’s grace, you can change it…but you need to get busy. If it’s a 

good one, you must work and persevere to keep it that way. Solomon is asking, “What do you want on your tombstone?” 

Your death day is better than your birthday because it reveals who you are.  

  b. The funeral home is better for us than the comedy club, vss. 2-4. If you had to choose between going to the Golden 

Corral or a funeral home, which one would you choose? Is there really a choice there? I don’t know about you but I’m 

headed to the Golden Corral.  

  Most of us don’t like to think about death. It reminds us of the brevity of life. Every funeral anticipates our own. The 

few of us here today, in light of all who’ve walked this earth, are the few who haven’t died…yet. Death is an alarm 

clock. It wakes us up. We may attempt to live in denial of it, yet all of us have an appointment with death.  

  Solomon says it’s wise to prepare for death because facing death prepares us for life. It’s not that we’re to go through 

life with a morbid outlook but we do need to take it seriously. You only have one life to get prepared for eternity. You 

only have one life to use to touch others, your children, friends, your parents. You only have one life to use for God’s 

glory.  

  Look over your schedule this past week. Does it indicate that you’re wisely investing your life or are you throwing your 

brief life away? Jesus said, “Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted” (Mt. 5:4). There’s a sobering 

affect that takes places with sorrow that helps us evaluate what’s important and what’s not.  

  This past week, I was at the library and commented to my friend, Gayle, that I thought that where they’d moved a 

display was a better place. It gave more people access to it. Gayle shared that they were getting flack over making that 



move, though it was better for most people. Sometimes I’m amazed how petty people are. You know what amazes me 

more? How petty I can be? Standing by a coffin helps us evaluate what’s really important.  

  Facing death helps us understand more clearly the ultimate result of the Fall. If death is so painful, how much more so 

eternal death? It gives us a proper consideration of the brevity of life and the transitoriness of our own existence. It 

reminds us that how we live counts. We need to ask: What have I done with my life so far? Solomon reverses our value 

system, “Sorrow is better than laughter.” He’s not suggesting we don’t laugh or enjoy life, or have a good time. He’s 

warning us though to not live frivolously, to not live a shallow life. If we do, we’re fools. Fools go to the bar, they go 

clubbing. They sit around, wasting time, numbing themselves with entertainment or technology because they don’t want 

to deal with reality. Everyone is going to die and stand before God to be judged. We need to be prepared for that day. 

That’s why the funeral home is better for us than the comedy club. 

    c. A kick in the seat is better than a slap on the back, “It is better for a man to hear the rebuke of the wise than to 

hear the song of fools. For as the crackling of thorns under a pot, so is the laughter of the fools; this also is vanity” (vs. 

5-6). I love being complimented, don’t you? I love it when people tell me I’m smart or I’m good looking. If they tell me 

that I’m skinny, I give them money…lots of money. All of us love to be praised, but that’s not always what’s best for us.  

  It’s the difference between a coach and a fan. A fan usually doesn’t have the knowledge or skills to help a player 

improve. If they’re enamored with the player, they may gush with compliments and miss areas where the player needs 

improvement. Or, they suffer from the armchair quarterback syndrome. They’re overly negative…critical. They can 

always tell you what you’re doing wrong.  

  Solomon includes a key qualifier here, “the rebuke of the wise.” We all need godly, wise friends who encourage us 

when we need it and rebuke us when we need it. Correction isn’t a nicety; it’s a necessity. If our lives veer off-course and 

continue in that wrong direction, it can result in the shipwreck of our faith. Because of that fact, God wants every 

believer to be involved in the ministry of correction. Often a brother or sister is off course and doesn’t even know it and 

God calls us to correct that person in love. Quite often, a wise, mature believer can correct a member of the body whom 

someone in leadership can't effectively correct. You may know them better. They're your friend so they're more likely to 

listen to you than to someone they don’t know. It’s never easy to do, yet it’s the right thing to do. 

  I’m a recovering pyromaniac. Okay, I’m not really recovering. It’s a man thing. While I love the way twigs, paper and 

kindling light easily, they soon burn out. That’s Solomon’s illustration. Thorns light easily, but burn out quickly. They 

don’t give off heat. The snapping and crackling is like the silly cackle of a fool, a lot of noise with no substance. That 

kind of humor has little value, as Solomon says, it’s “vanity.” A rebuke from a wise man is valuable. A good rebuke is a 

compliment turned inside out.  

2. Adversity puts us in a dangerous place. "You and I all of us are tenants in a large, ramshackle apartment building. 

Walls are crumbling. The elevators don't work. The heating is on in summer and off in winter. Several children have 

been attacked by rats. Some of the tenants are muggers, rapists or drug dealers who prey upon their innocent neighbors. 

What is worse, the landlord, whom none of us has ever seen, does nothing to help. Don't we have a right to conclude that 

he is either incompetent or indifferent to our plight?” That scenario, adapted from the late Canadian philosopher, Roland 

Puccetti, unpacks the theological problem of evil. Given the variety, extent and magnitude of evil in the world, what we 

conclude about the earthly landlord surely applies all the more to the heavenly one. But is that an accurate view of God? 

How does the Christian, balance his belief with the reality of evil with God's allowance of evil? The injustice, suffering 

of life, causes many people problems, even believers, particularly if we don’t allow God time to set it all straight and 

sometimes that’s not in this life. God isn’t on our time table.  

  It’s easy to be discouraged. Oppression and suffering rule in the world. If we focus on this temporal, horizontal world, 

if we live what Solomon calls “under the sun,” it’s tempting to become disheartened, to lose the big picture and 

remember that God is in control. While adversity can strengthen us, it also can put us in a dangerous place. In the midst 

of discouraging realities, we must remember the One who will have the last word. The end of God’s work is even better 

than its beginning. If we don’t get this and trust God in the midst of adversity, then adversity can… 

  a. Adversity can cause us to lose our grip on reality, “Surely oppression drives the wise into madness, and a bribe 

corrupts the heart” (vs. 7). If we’re not careful, if we don’t trust that God is even using adversity in our lives, it can 

cause anxiety, depression, or other mental/emotional problems.  

  b. Adversity can cause us to become frustrated, “Better is the end of a thing than its beginning, and the patient in spirit 

is better than the proud in spirit” (vs. 8). Janette Oke said, “Impatience can cause wise people to do foolish things.” 

Verse 8 is packed with powerful insights. Solomon connects pride and impatience together. Patience is an aspect of 

humility. So why do I get impatient? Often, it’s because I think that I deserve better! One recent survey found that people 

with lower income and less education are more patient than those with a college education and a high income. So in 

times of adversity, if I think that I deserve better, it’s easy to become irritated with others and ultimately, with God. 

When my primary interest is getting what I want from life, it usually ends in impatience.  



  Self-centeredness and impatience go together but so do humility and patience. Patience comes from waiting on God’s 

timing rather than being frustrated over the elusiveness of the end of difficulties and trials.  

  Richard Hendrix said, “Second only to suffering, waiting may be the greatest teacher and trainer in godliness, maturity, 

and genuine spirituality most of us ever encounter.” God is interested in spiritual fruit and character development so He 

tests our patience to develop perseverance. He frequently does this because life is a marathon, not a sprint. God is 

building patience in us so that we’ll go the distance in our marriage, ministry, and Christian life. 

  c. Adversity can cause us to become angry, “Be not quick in your spirit to become angry, for anger lodges in the heart 

of fools” (vs. 9). Impatience often gives way to anger. Verse 9 follows logically on the heels of verse 8.  

  It’s foolish to have a melt down every time some thing goes wrong. You only harm yourself and don’t improve the 

situation. Add to that, smoldering resentment and pent-up irritation are harmful to our bodies. They also rob us of the 

peace and grace to persevere in adversity, and blur out clear thoughts on how to potentially problem-solve. Solomon 

gives us a shot in the ribs, “anger lodges in the heart of fools.” That’s not a compliment!  

  One of the simplest indicators of whether we trust God and His timing is to watch how angry we get when things don’t 

go our way – the sin of exasperation. Proverbs continually warns about anger, “A man of quick temper acts foolishly” 

(14:17). Usually, we tell ourselves that we have the right to be angry. Ecclesiates sees our anger for what it really is – 

sinful folly and spiritual immaturity. It’s also an underlying mistrust in the sovereignty of God. As soon as we feel our 

impatience rising, we need to ask God for grace to give us peace and keep us from the folly of rash anger.  

  d. Adversity can cause us to lose our perspective, “Say not, ‘Why were the former days better than these?’ For it is not 

from wisdom that you ask this” (vs. 10). This simply means that you’ll never be able to handle the difficulties of today, if 

you’re still longing for yesterday. God can’t give us grace today if we’re looking back at where we came from, rather 

than where we're going. We can have such a huge rearview mirror we can’t even see out of the windshield! Most of us 

exaggerate the adversity of today and are nostalgic about yesterday, but yesterday had its struggles too.  

  Have you ever noticed that those grumbling about how bad today is were grumbling about how difficult yesterday was, 

too? Remember, the Children of Israel? Things got a little tough and they wanted to go back to Egypt – where they’d 

been slaves! Winston Churchill said that when the past argues with the present, there can’t be a future.  

  Those who are nostalgic about the past really wouldn’t want to go back there. Personally, I don’t miss rotary phones, 

manual typewriters or black and white TVs. The problem with dwelling on the past is that we whitewash and sugarcoat 

it, missing the opportunities and blessings of the present. God wants us to depend on Him and make the best of today.  

 

3. Wisdom is our best insurance to protect us during both times of adversity and prosperity. It’s estimated we 

spend about $2000 a year on unplanned emergency expenses each year. The two most common expenses are medical 

care and car repairs. Interestingly, that $2000 figure is the same for both low and high income households. It’s hard to 

live without money.  

  This may surprise you but it really is in the Bible. Solomon says that it’s good to have money. “Wisdom is good with an 

inheritance, an advantage to those who see the sun. For the protection of wisdom is like the protection of money, and the 

advantage of knowledge is that wisdom preserves the life of him who has it” (vss. 11-12).  

  Solomon uses the value of money to get us to see the value of wisdom. “Wisdom, like an inheritance, is a good thing.” 

Most of us would love it if someone gave us a lot of money.  I can promise this, if you gave our church a lot of money, 

we’d take it. So money is a good thing but wisdom is a better one. Wisdom is a shelter as money is a shelter, but the 

advantage of wisdom is this – wisdom preserves the life of its possessor.  

  Essentially, what Solomon says is this: To live a good life, you’re going to need two things. Money to pay your bills 

and wisdom to get you through. If you get an inheritance, it’s a good thing. Money is a shelter. It protects you. Things go 

bad. Hard days come. Money helps. Wise people know that wisdom is better than money. Because if you have a lot of 

money but you don’t have a lot of wisdom, you’ll lose all your money and it’ll actually destroy your life. The Puritans 

said that God curses His enemies with riches.  

  Literally, Solomon says, “For in the shadow of wisdom, in the shadow of silver.” In the Middle East you need to be in 

the shadow to protect you from the hot sun. Money and wisdom are insurance. They both help protect you, yet money 

never lasts. But even if you lose all of your money, you still have wisdom, so wisdom protects you in good times and 

bad.  

  For many of us, prosperity is tougher on our souls than adversity. Wisdom gets you through both. It’s your compass and 

enables you to make it in both good times and bad. Wise people then seek wisdom above all else, and they embrace it as 

a great gift from God.  

  This is very noteworthy. Today, only about a third of Americans report being very happy. That’s the same as in the late 

1950’s, yet back then, Americans were only half as wealthy as they are today. Money doesn’t bring happiness or 



satisfaction, but wisdom does. Wisdom is an insurance policy so that we see life from God’s perspective and have an 

accurate worldview.  

 

4. God is in control of both bad times and better ones. Solomon ties up his treatment on how wise people respond to 

adversity and prosperity by reminding us that God is in control. God sovereignly directs both the adversity and 

prosperity in our lives. Though people may not understand and may even find fault with what God has done, no one can 

change what God determines “Consider the work of God: who can make straight what He has made crooked?” (vs. 13). 

“Crooked” is not referring to something that’s morally out of line. God is not the author of evil. Instead, it refers to 

troubles and difficulties in life that we wish we could change but can’t. 

  The wisest decision we can make is to submit and trust our Heavenly Father, even when we don’t understand. “In the 

day of prosperity be joyful, and in the day of adversity consider: God has made the one as well as the other, so that man 

may not find out anything that will be after him” (vs. 14).   

  Sometimes God uses what C.S. Lewis called a “severe mercy” that leads to more profound and greater blessings. This 

trust in God’s providence alone is sufficient to outweigh all of the evil on the evil day. We resist this. We have a tough 

time believing that adversity is the work of a loving God, but it is.  

  Let me quote C.S Lewis from his book, The Problem of Pain: “We want…not so much a Father in Heaven as a 

grandfather in heaven…whose plan for the universe was simply that it might be truly said at the end of each day, ‘a good 

time was had by all’…I should very much like to live in a universe which was governed on such lines. But since it is 

abundantly clear that I don’t, and since I have reason to believe, nevertheless, that God is Love, I conclude that my 

conception of love needs correction.” When days are bad or when days are good, remember God made both. It all comes 

from God’s hand and wise people accept that. Now I’m not saying I’m wise and I’ve fully accepted this. I don’t know 

about you but when it comes to trusting God in tough times, I’m a work in progress…and I need a lot of work.  

  What Solomon is saying is, “Don’t think that good days are from Jesus and the bad days aren’t. Every day is from 

Jesus. And you can’t bend it back and make it straight, if He’s made it crooked. Wisdom will help you navigate through 

it. Don’t get angry. Don’t surround yourself with stupid friends who let you sin and never rebuke you. Don’t just go get a 

lot of food to eat and a lot of beer to drink and listen to country western, and try and avoid it.”  

  We must learn to be wise and trust God even when we don’t understand. Wisdom gives us perspective so that we trust 

our heavenly Father and know that even the Bad is Better and that it all comes from the hand of God.  

 

Conclusion: Bad is Better. It’s a tough and new concept for many of us. It’s certainly not easy. Like Job, we struggle to 

understand why God uses adversity and prosperity as He does. We may someday, but often not on this side of eternity. 

So we must learn to trust and say, “God, you’re God. You’re good and powerful. I trust you. Even though I don’t 

understand or like some of the things that come from Your hand, I trust and accept them with joy.”  

  God doesn’t waste sorrow or adversity. He knows the purpose for which we go through sorrow. It’s for our good and 

the good of His kingdom, so people of faith trust God. So when times are good, be happy. Enjoy what you have. Enjoy 

God’s blessings now. None of us is certain about tomorrow.  

  When times are bad, be patient. Because the same God who made the good times has allowed the bad. Neither situation 

is outside of His sovereignty and there’s no sure way of knowing what’s coming next. Try as we might, we can’t prepare 

for all the contingencies. While God expects us to be prudent, we dare not try to play “God.” God’s ways are beyond us 

(Isaiah 55:8-9). What you have has been given by Him. Adversity is better than prosperity, Bad is Better because we 

learn more, grow more and we learn that our Father is in control. We can trust Him even when we don’t understand.  

  I think sexual abuse and crimes have to be one of the most horrible experiences anyone can go through. How can God 

use that? How in that situation, can Bad be Better? Elizabeth Hanson, a medical missionary in Central Africa, faithfully 

served the Lord for years. A rebellion broke out in the country and one night the rebels broke into her room and raped 

her on the dirt floor. As it was taking place, she cried out to the Lord, “Why are You allowing this to happen to me?” In 

an almost audible voice, the Lord replied, “When you chose to follow Me, you gave me not only your mind and heart, 

but your body. They aren’t just doing this to you, but to Me. I’m with you.”  

  She didn’t tell this story very often, but years later, in the U.S., she was lecturing on a technical medical subject when 

she felt the Spirit leading her to tell her story. She did and then went on with her lecture. Afterwards, everyone left 

except two young girls. The older girl came up and said, “That’s my 13 year-old sister. Two months ago she was raped 

in the park and she hasn’t spoken since.” Elizabeth’s eyes and those of the young girl met and filled with tears. They 

embraced, wept, and talked for two hours. And Elizabeth led her to Jesus Christ. That girl is serving Christ today because 

Elizabeth Hanson grew solid through her suffering and let God use her painful experience to minister to others.  



  Christian friend, suffering and adversity are never easy. But if we will humble ourselves before God by casting all our 

anxieties on Him, resist the devil, trust in the sovereign God of all grace, and stand firm in His grace with other saints, 

we can mature and grow solid even through our suffering. Even Bad is Better when we trust our Father. 

  If you’re here today and you don’t know Jesus, you’ll never understand the purpose of suffering. God may have 

brought suffering into your life so that you’ll turn to Him, so that you’ll run to the Cross. He may be using pain to 

motivate you to run to the Great Physician. You see, Jesus went through Hell for you and He knows that the worst 

suffering in this world is nothing compared to the Hell that He died to save you from. But you have to come to Him, you 

must commit your life to Him and trust Him as your personal Lord and Savior. Bad is Better when you know Jesus.  


