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Edward Snowden…good guy or bad guy? (show picture). Until just a few weeks ago, he was a high school dropout 

living in Hawaii making a ton of money. He’d worked his way up into the most secretive computers in U.S. intelligence 

as a defense contractor. Recently, he decided to blow those secrets wide open by spilling details of classified surveillance 

programs. In an interview with a British newspaper, Snowden told the press, “I'm willing to sacrifice all of that because 

I can't in good conscience allow the U.S. government to destroy privacy, Internet freedom and basic liberties for people 

around the world with this massive surveillance machine they're secretly building. I'm just another guy who sits there 

day to day in the office, watching what's happening, and goes, ‘This is something that's not our place to decide.’ The 

public needs to decide whether these programs or policies are right or wrong.” Edward Snowden…good guy or bad 

guy? 

  Meg Ryan…good person or bad? (show picture). Whatever happened to Meg Ryan? A few years ago she was making 

$15 million a movie. Then, she essentially disappeared. How does one of the biggest box-office stars of the 90's drop off 

the radar? She grossed over $1 Billion from 1993 to 1998. Her last big movie was You've Got Mail. But then she did 

Proof of Life with Russell Crowe…and America’s good girl, America’s sweetheart, committed adultery with her co-star, 

ultimately divorcing her husband, Dennis Quaid. And her popularity took a nosedive. Meg Ryan…good gal or bad gal?  

  Ben Roethlisberger, or Big Ben…good guy or bad guy? (show picture).  Superstar quarterback, one of the most 

efficient passers in NFL history with the fourth highest career winning percentage as a starter in the regular season. But 

during the last five years on two separate occasions he’s been accused of sexual assault. Both times, women accused him 

of luring them into secluded rooms and forcing himself upon them. Neither incident resulted in charges being filed, 

though the second one resulted in Roethlisberger being suspended for six games. Yet, he has an eight year contract with 

the Steelers for $102 million and will probably be able to restructure his contract for even more money. Ben 

Roethlisberger…good guy or bad guy?  
  Warren Buffett…good guy or bad guy? Entrepreneur, investor, billionaire and philanthropist. One of the richest men 

in the world. He’s considered the most successful investor of today. Raised a Presbyterian, he calls himself an agnostic. 

He’s donated nearly $2 billion to several charities and has pledged to donate 99% of his wealth. Warren Buffett…good 

guy or bad guy?   
  In “under the sun” living, that’s all there is, two options: good guys and bad guys. We’re in the second half of 

Ecclesiastes 7 in our series, What’s the Point!?! Ecclesiastes, as we’ve seen in our study, exposes life under the sun, how 

we try to find happiness, meaning and security apart from God, in anything but God. Throughout this book Solomon has 

shown us that if death is all that there is, if there is no point, everything is meaningless. If this world is all that there is, 

life is just a game – there is no right and there is no wrong. Everything is relative and nothing really matters. Ecclesiastes 

is about life without God, “under the sun” or what we’ve called flatland living.  

  Turn to Ecclesiastes 7:15-29 (p. 556). This is a tough passage, perhaps the most difficult one in Ecclesiastes. In his 

commentary on Ecclesiastes, Roland Murphy says of this section, “This is one of the more difficult and perhaps one of 

the more notorious passages in Ecclesiastes…it is very difficult to understand.” So if you’re scratching your head 

wondering, “What’s this mean?” you’ve got lots of company. It’s complicated.   

  What we have in this passage are two options, two polar extremes of morality: white hats and black hats, good guys and 

bad guys. There are only two options for someone living without God, just two ways to escape meaningless and 

purposelessness. Those who live “under the sun” always choose one of these options. So there are only two roads – the 

way of the moral or the way of the immoral, The Good, The Bad…Still Ugly. 

  Most want to be good people. Novelist, Ferrol Sams, is a classic example. Writing of his own childhood in rural 

Georgia, Ferrol Sams described the deeply-ingrained tradition of being “raised right.” As he explained, the child who is 

“raised right” pleases his parents and other adults by adhering to moral conventions and social etiquette. A young person 

who is “raised right” emerges as an adult who obeys the laws, respects his neighbors, gives at least lip service to 

religious expectations, and stays away from scandal. That’s morality or ethical behaviorism. I saw this post on Facebook 

recently: “Some people define success as money or a big house or an expensive car. Today success was going to 

__________with five children and receiving compliments on how well the kids behaved. I was proud of those kids. And 

me too. Go me!” That’s moral behavior, ethical behaviorism. 

  Under the sun, there are only two choices: moral or immoral behavior, The Good and The Bad. The key here is 

“under the sun.” It’s human perspective, not God’s. Most think good guys are the white hats; bad ones are the black 

hats. This is critical – that’s not God’s standard of righteousness. Many Hindus, Buddhists, Muslims, atheists and 

agnostics are good, moral people. They have “values.” Most parents, schools, governments …even most churches teach 

moralism. We believe that those who act right are right. Many of us would even call them Christians. Most act right 



because they’ve been raised right. The point is clear — this is what parents expect, the culture affirms, and most 

churches celebrate. We’re surrounded by, you may even be one, people who have been “raised right.” They are good, 

moral individuals but they have not been made righteous by God and they’re headed to hell. They’re moral but they 

don’t know Jesus. At best, it’s cultural Christianity, not biblical Christianity.  

  Churches are filled, some of you sitting here today believe this, that people are Christians simply because they’re moral. 

And Solomon gives us a gut check. Horizontal morality has zero to do with righteousness or with what God demands for 

heaven. Yet, most people live here, most Christians live here, we encourage this and don’t even know that there’s a 

difference. But your eternal destiny is on the line. The Bible clearly says that if moralism is all you’ve got, Hell is your 

final destination. The most moral people, the best rule obeyers of all time were the Pharisees and they crucified God and 

murdered Jesus.  

  What Solomon says here shocks us, it ticks us off. We like to think we’re good people, that being good matters. It 

doesn’t. We were taught back when we were still in Pampers, to “be good for goodness sake.” And being good gets you 

places in our world. Good behavior wins praise, commuted jail terms, and tangible rewards. Good deeds net accolades, 

even tax benefits. Ecclesiastes 7 says it’s not enough, and worse, there is little difference when it comes to being good or 

bad “under the sun” with God. Ultimately, moralism is pointless. No wonder Solomon has such a depressing approach. 

 

1. Moralists believe in Karma, ““In my vain life I have seen everything. There is a righteous man who perishes in his 

righteousness, and there is a wicked man who prolongs his life in his evildoing” (vs. 15b). Most people believe in Karma 

or the doctrine of retribution. But then we look at what appears to be injustice in life and we say, “It’s not fair!” It 

doesn’t line up with Karma. Why do good people suffer? Why do bad people seem to prosper? The good die young, the 

bad live long lives. Godly Christians are martyred for their faith while their enemies live to terrorize the Church for 

decades. It’s not fair. It doesn’t make sense. Why is Charles Manson still alive? He’s 78. But Jim Elliot was 29 when he 

and four fellow missionaries were murdered by the Auca Indians in 1957. Martin and Gracia Burnham, New Tribes 

missionaries, were celebrating their 18th wedding anniversary on May 27, 2001, at a beach resort in western Palawan 

Province, Philippines, when their lives were forever changed. Muslim extremists kidnapped them and held them hostage 

for a year in the jungle along with several others. During a rescue attempt, Martin, was executed by his captors. His wife, 

Gracia, wounded, was set free. “If I have to go, I want to go out strong for the Lord.” Those were some of 42-year-old 

Martin Burnham’s last words before he was killed. It’s not fair! 

  Living to be rich and old is no proof of righteousness, unless you believe in the theology of karma, not of grace. In 

Karma, good things happen to good people, bad things happen to bad people. If you believe in Karma, when people are 

suffering or hurting, you yell at them for being wicked. If they get hit by a car, you just say, “Hey, God, obviously, hates 

you. You did something terrible and He’s coming to get you because you’re so evil.” 

  Job’s friends believed in the theology of karma. Everything happens to Job in a cataclysmic way. He loses his money, 

his kids, his reputation. He’s covered with boils all over his body. The only thing God didn’t take was the wife, and that 

probably would have been the best thing He could have taken. Job’s friends come around, not to pray and love him and 

bring him tomato soup. No, they gather around the poor guy and say, “Oh, you’re suffering. God must be getting back at 

you for doing something terrible.” Job’s like, “I don’t think I’ve done anything all that bad. I’m not perfect but I don’t 

think anything I’ve done has caused this situation in my life.” They said, “Oh no. That’s not how God works. Good 

people get good things. Bad ones get bad things. You’ve got bad stuff happening to you, so you’re bad.” 

  Solomon is the original prosperity theology preacher. The prosperity gospel teaches that God wants Christians to be 

prosperous: financially, physically, spiritually, and in every other aspect of life. Tragically, the supporters of this gospel 

have influenced millions of eager listeners who are desperate to hear the promising message of the prosperity gospel. 

The theology of prosperity where there are good things for good people and bad things for bad people, is under the sun 

theology. It’s heresy and it’s a lie. As Reliant K sings, “But the beauty of grace is that it makes life not fair.”  

  Why do bad people live long lives? God’s Grace. 2 Peter 3:9 “The Lord is not slow to fulfill His promise as some count 

slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance.”  

 

3. Moralists believe in cultural morality. Since being good doesn’t work out, Solomon offers some sarcastic advice, 

verses 16-18. It’s a little yin, a little yang…a little good and a little evil, play it safe in the middle. Aristotle called this 

the golden mean, the desirable middle between two extremes, one of excess and the other of deficiency. Buddhist 

philosophy also includes the concept of the middle way. 

  In one little Midwestern town, Miss Jones had the distinction of being the oldest resident in town. When she died, the 

editor of the local paper wanted to print a little article remembering this dear old lady, except he couldn't think of 

anything to say about her. Miss Jones had never done anything terribly wrong. She’d never spent a night in jail or ever 

been drunk. On the other hand, she’d never done anything significant. With this still on his mind, the editor went down 



to the local café. There, he ran into the local funeral director. He too was having the same trouble. He wanted to put 

something on Miss Jones' tombstone besides "Miss Nancy Jones, born such-and-such a date and died such-and-such a 

date," but he couldn't think of anything to write either. The editor decided to go back to his office and assign the job of 

writing up a small article for both the paper and the tombstone to the first reporter he saw. When he got to the office, he 

ran into the sports editor, who got the assignment. So somewhere in some little community in the Midwest there’s a 

tombstone which reads: 

Here lie the bones of Nancy Jones, 

For her life held no terrors. 

She lived an old maid. She died an old maid. 

No hits, no runs, no errors. 

  That's the way a lot of people live – not really good guys, not really bad ones. It’s the essence of what Solomon is 

saying here. It’s the person who’ll steal office supplies from work yet never shoplift. They swear but never take God’s 

name in vain. They talk about spiritual things but never really read their Bible or pray. They play the middle. They don’t 

surrender but they never stick out. They won’t be a fanatic but they’re not a party animal either. Mess around but stay 

under the radar. It’s the worldview of the church at Laodicea and its followers are legion. Jesus rebuked Laodicea, “‘I 

know your works: you are neither cold nor hot. Would that you were either cold or hot! So, because you are lukewarm, 

and neither hot nor cold, I will spit you out of my mouth’” (Rev. 3:15-16). Not exactly an attractive picture. In other 

words, you make God sick and He wants to puke.  

  David Jeremiah point out that there is no “‘sorta holy’ any more than there is ‘sorta pregnant.’ ‘Sorta holy’ is the way 

to ‘sorta hell.’ Partial obedience to God is total disobedience.”  

  “Don't be too good but don't be too bad.” Lots of professing Christians who pursue a lifestyle that seems to exhibit just 

such a philosophy. But in verse 18, Solomon hints ever so slightly of a third way.  

 

4. Moralists trust in Common Sense. Solomon has recognized the inadequacy of morality to give meaning to life, to 

provide protection because of a seemingly uneven application of the doctrine of retribution. So now he looks to 

“wisdom” for meaning. Remember, he’s approaching life with an “under the sun” worldview so this is not godly or 

divine wisdom, it’s human wisdom. Essentially, it’s common sense. Lots of people out there with common sense and 

we’re foolish to blow them off. Dr. Phil has some good things to say. Common sense though will only get you so far.  

  Solomon said, “Wisdom gives strength to the wise man more than ten rulers who are in a city” (vs. 19). Common sense 

has benefits but it’s still limited. It restores some of our value in good sense, though apparently not in the value of 

politicians (“ten rulers”). But wisdom is not magic and the universe is not a machine. That’s why common sense is so 

limited. Verse 19 suggests that by surrounding ourselves with the “best and the brightest” we’ll gain power...yet in spite 

of worldly wisdom, we’re still flawed people.  

  An Oscar-nominated documentary on the scandalous fall of Enron, The Smartest Guys in the Room portrays a now 

infamous group of powerful executives who grew blinded by greed and brought ruin upon themselves and their 

stockholders. When God is out of the picture, people do whatever they think they can get away with, whatever works, 

often with devastating results.  

  Worldly wisdom often concludes there are no rules, so people do whatever brings about the desired goal. Harvard 

Professor, Armand Nicholi, writes, “If we have no moral point of reference, what you think is no more right or wrong 

than what I think.” In other words, if there are no absolutes, no basis for ethics or ultimate accountability, the kind of 

shady practices that happened at Enron are inevitable. A wise person, though superior to ten leaders, is flawed by sin. 

Common sense only carries you so far. Those who trust in it are… 

  a. They are surprised at their own foibles, “Surely there is not a righteous man on earth who does good and never 

sins” (vs. 20). Paul quotes this in Romans 3:10, “as it is written: ‘None is righteous, no, not one…’” Solomon seems 

stunned that there’s not a perfect person. Yet, in our fallen state, our entire will is oriented against God. We’re bent on 

our own ways of evil from our first breath. Augustine said, “If a baby had the strength when he emerged from the 

mother's womb, he would seize the mother by the throat and demand his milk.” The only hope for any of us is if God 

makes radical change in us from the inside out.  

  And there’s the key, from the inside out. Most people, even Christians think ethical behavior is righteousness. It’s not. 

We think we’re righteous because of what we do or don’t do. We think in terms of conduct or behavior. That’s cultural 

morality not righteousness. I can do the right thing for the wrong reason. My actions may be right but my motive could 

be debauched, so even when I do the right thing, it’s still wrong.  

  For example, someone may give lots of money to a charity but they don’t give it to help the charity as much as to get 

fame and notoriety for being a generous person. If your teenager really, really cleans his room (even under the bed), it 

probably has little to do with wanting a clean room.  



  b. They are surprised that not everyone is nice to them, verses 21-22. I decide to be nice to people, to not say anything 

bad about others. But I’m not doing it because I believe it’s wrong. I’m doing it because I don’t want others to talk about 

me. It’s ethical behaviorism, not righteousness.  

  This individual has set themselves up to be unaccountable. They’re ticked. They’re hurt…that their employee is trash 

talking them. In that culture to talk about your master was a big risk. It didn’t just get you fired, it could get you 

corporally punished, even killed. Though this person trash talks others, they don’t want to be trash talked…and are 

shocked when it happens.   

  Most of us think we are nicer, more moral than we are. James 3:2 reminds us that our tongues are the mirrors of our 

hearts, revealing who we really are, “For we all stumble in many ways. And if anyone does not stumble in what he says, 

he is a perfect man, able also to bridle his whole body.”   

  You can’t stop people’s tongues. Most of us hardly control our own. David Jeremiah said, “I never worry about people 

who say evil things about me because I know a lot more stuff about me than they do, and it's worse than what they are 

saying.” He’s a wise man!  

  c. They are surprised at their own spiritual ineptness, vss. 23-24. Here Solomon discovered he couldn’t discover. 

Though he sought after wisdom with all diligence, true wisdom was far beyond him. Verse 25, “I turned my heart to 

know and to search out and to seek wisdom and the scheme of things, and to know the wickedness of folly and the 

foolishness that is madness.” Literally this is, "I myself turned my heart." The ancients thought "the heart" was the center 

of thinking, reasoning, and feeling. We’d say "he got his mind around an issue." The search was sincere, thorough, and 

intensive. God has put in our hearts the desire "to know," but it’s beyond our fallen ability. This desire probably comes 

from being made in the image of God but sin has damaged our ability. Yet, we still seek, search, yearn, and strive! While 

it’s to be commended, it also must be acknowledged that we’re incredibly limited. We’re inept to be wise. 

  Yet, some, no matter what the issue, can’t accept the fact they don’t have an answer. Some of you go crazy over this. 

You read books and huddle away in your house to the freakish point of being completely neurotic. You brood, just sit 

there, trying to get it all together, to figure it all out but you can’t. 

  It’s okay for someone who loves the Lord to say, “I don’t know. And I know that I don’t know, and that’s the only 

thing I know.” But our moralism and arrogance doesn’t want to admit that we don’t know.  

    d. They are surprised how enticing sin is, vss. 25-28. We read this and go, “Huh???” What’s going on here? This is 

really weird. Was Solomon smoking wacky tobacky? Too much time in the library…. 

  Let me try to explain it. I believe that all of us know this by experience. For example, say you’ve got a bad temper. You 

work to control it, to be kind and controlled. But it gets wearisome. Something really ticks you off, so you let loose and 

go nuclear. Or, you’ve worked hard to be on a budget. You keep your spending down for months and months but then 

you give in to some bargain. So, since you’ve already blown it, why not really blow it? Or, if you’re on a diet and eat an 

Oreo, why not finish the whole pack…and there are more packages at the store. 

  That’s what Solomon is doing. He goes over to the dark side. He gives up on morality and succumbs to immorality. We 

all do it. We try to be good, we try to be good, but we fail, and so we just give up. It can be anger, gossip, spending, 

pornography, addiction or any other sin.    

  Solomon is not suggesting that all women are loose. As he does in Proverbs 9, he’s speaking metaphorically. The 

“woman” is a figurative representation of folly or immoral behavior. He’s hit the wall. If he can’t find meaning and 

purpose in keeping the rules, maybe he can find meaning and purpose in breaking all the rules. These figurative 

references to folly, both in Proverbs and here, remind readers of Solomon's many wives and concubines. Consider the 

type of women with whom Solomon had the closest acquaintance. One thousand harem-wives and concubines (or 

strippers) turned his heart away from God (1 Kings 11:1-8). If anyone knew the effect of an immoral lifestyle, it’s 

Solomon. He depicts wisdom as a woman (Prov. 1:20-33) and speaks highly of a number of good women, but he now 

speaks of wickedness as a woman. He describes the person who’s given up on seeking to be righteous and is now 

committed to immorality and hedonism. It’s the pursuit of pleasure. The word “scheme” literally means underhanded 

plot. But he ends up more empty than he was before, “And I find something more bitter than death” (vs. 26).  

  It’s similar to the parable of the Prodigal Son in Luke 15. While the prodigal tried to find meaning in immorality by 

breaking all the rules, the older brother tried to find purpose in morality by keeping all the rules. Both miss it. Both are 

far away from God and His righteousness, though they choose two different roads. Neither knows God. The older 

brother at home is as wicked and as far away from God as the prodigal away from home, living in open sin. Under the 

sun living, whether moral or immoral, leaves us empty. The pursuit of morality will not satisfy anymore than the pursuit 

of immorality. Neither legalism or license work and neither pleases God.  

  e. They are surprised that Eden is gone, “See, this alone I found, that God made man upright, but they have sought out 

many schemes” (vs. 29). It goes back to the Garden to Adam to Creation. God made us upright. We sinned, went 

crooked. That’s the theology that’s repeated throughout this book. As a result of becoming sinful, we’re schemers. Many 



people try to blame God for everything that’s wrong in the world, but He’s not the one to blame! This verse says that 

“God made man upright.”  

  Like Adam and Eve, we want to be like God. We want to rule over people, to control and manipulate them. We don’t 

want to bring them to the Lord Jesus and have the Lord Jesus rule over them. We want to bring them to us and we want 

to rule over them. To do that, we have to devise schemes. We get into these schemes where we’re trying to control each 

other and trying to manipulate God. The result is sin and death.  

  And the two roads, the two choices – morality and immorality both leave us empty and distant from God. That’s 

because our greatest problem is not around us, it’s within us. It’s our own sinful heart. That heart may have a facade of 

niceness or look like a dump, but inside it’s debauched, sinful and not getting any better. We can’t fix ourselves.  

 

Conclusion: The Good, The Bad…is hopeless. But praise the Lord, it doesn’t have to end there. There’s a 3rd option. It’s 

not morality or immorality. And it’s not under the sun. It’s above the sun, it’s God’s Son. It’s Jesus. It’s not doing, it’s 

trusting that He has done it all! 

  Good, bad, morality, immorality – they are as far as “under the sun” living can ever take us, but it’s not as far as we 

must go. If we stop with the doctrine of sin, we stop short of salvation, we’re doomed and all will be lost.  

  As Blaise Pascal said, "Knowing our own wretchedness without knowing God makes for despair." The Bible does not 

end with Creation and the Fall, there’s hope. There’s redemption because of grace. But it’s by grace alone, not by being 

good or bad. None of us is good. Let me flesh this out for you by introducing you to two different people to help bring 

this all home.  

  So imagine Tom, a college graduate, he’s just been offered a job as a financial advisor. His college experience was 

unusually successful due to his late night studying and his refusal to party or drink alcohol. He finished third in his entire 

class while participating in student government and club soccer. He goes to church every Sunday, teaches a Sunday 

school class of 5th grade boys. In the middle of this academic toil and extracurricular success, Tom managed to meet a 

similarly pious and beautiful girl, Stacy. To celebrate his job offer, Tom takes Stacy out for an expensive dinner. After 

dinner, he gets down on one knee, with a magnificent diamond ring in his hand, and says: "Stacy, I love you more than I 

love myself. You're the only woman I’m attracted to. I promise I’ll be a husband who never ignores you, who always 

makes you feel loved and accepted, and provides you with infinite happiness and security. I promise to pour myself out 

for you no matter what. My only focus in life will be you. Will you marry me?" 

  Now imagine Mike, who - unlike Tom – doesn’t have a college degree. He didn't even finish high school. He's 22 and 

thrilled that he just got accepted to go on disability for an injury caused by a drunken misstep leaving a bar. To celebrate, 

he and his girlfriend, Kara, leave their child with Kara's mom - whom they live with. They go to a pool hall where they 

can barely hear each other. Mike drinks too much and then tries to kiss a much older woman. Kara decides it's time to 

leave. As she pulls him out the front door, he says through slurred speech, "Kara, wait. I love you more than I love 

myself. You're the only woman I am attracted to. I promise I will be a husband who never ignores you, who always 

makes you feel loved and accepted, and provides you with infinite happiness and security. I promise to pour myself out 

for you no matter what. My only focus in life will be you. Will you marry me?" Mike didn't pull out a diamond ring, or 

get down on one knee. 

  So which one of these guys is bound to break their promise? Which one of these guys is being presumptuous about his 

ability to love perfectly? Which one of these guys has too high an estimation of his morality and selflessness? 

  Everything in us wants to scream out: Mike! He's being presumptuous!! He can't love someone more than himself, he’s 

proved his worthlessness and his selfishness! But the answer is that both of them are being presumptuous. Tom is telling 

lies. He's making vows that he can never keep! “My only focus in life will be you?” Isn't that just naïveté? Isn't Tom just 

in love, so he is saying sincere and sweet nothings? No, the point is Tom trusts solely in himself. He trusts in his own 

morality and ability.  

  We can pretend that our presumptuous pleas to Jesus about how much we promise to do for Him are just enthusiasm, 

but we’re telling lies. Our trust is in ourselves – our morality, our abilities – so the overflow is utter presumption. We can 

never control our behavior enough, even when we it comes to worship, or our attitude, or even our words or promises. 

We can never be good enough. The Good, The Bad are still ugly, despicably ugly. They’re both under the sun and 

both equally unacceptable and repulsive to a holy God. We can't do it! It’s only when we come to the end of ourselves, 

desperate for hope and meaning, when we conclude that we have nothing to appeal to a holy God with. You and I can 

never do enough.  

  One of the most seductive false gospels is moralism, that the Gospel is little more than improvements in behaviour. Too 

often we communicate to lost individuals the heretical message that what God desires from them and demands of them is 

to do better, to be nicer, to be more moral and get their lives straight. It’s a lie. It’s a false gospel. Read the book of 

Galatians. Galatians 2:16 has the corrective to moralism, “a person is not justified by works of the law but through faith 



in Jesus Christ, so we also have believed in Christ Jesus, in order to be justified by faith in Christ and not by works of 

the law, because by works of the law no one will be justified.”  

  We sin against Christ and misrepresent the Gospel when we suggest to sinners that what God demands of them is moral 

improvement, being good, doing better. You and I can never be good enough. Moralism can never save. It’s not the 

Gospel. It’s under the sun living and ends up in eternal death.  

  We are justified by faith alone, saved by grace alone, and redeemed from our sin by Christ alone. While moralism 

produces sinners who are (potentially) better behaved, only the Gospel gives new life and transforms sinners into the 

adopted sons and daughters of God. Millions of our neighbours believe that moralism is our message. It’s not.  

  Tragically, hell will be highly populated with those who were “raised right.” The citizens of heaven will be those who, 

only by the sheer grace and mercy of God, are there solely because of the imputed righteousness of Jesus Christ. 

Salvation is in Christ alone plus nothing. Ephesians 2:8-9 says, “For by grace you have been saved through faith. And 

this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast.”  

  My friend, are you living under the sun? Trying to do better, to improve and impress God? It will never work. Get 

above the sun and trust the Son, S-O-N. Trust that Jesus’ sacrifice on Calvary’s cross was enough. It was sufficient to 

pay for your sins and satisfy a holy God. Then, commit your life to Christ and trust Him as your personal Lord and 

Savior.  


