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(Picture of Sir Winston Churchill) Sir Winston Churchill was seldom at a loss for words. Whether he was making a 

brief comment to the press or delivering a lengthy speech before Parliament, that great British statesman distinguished 

himself as a master of the English language. He was never at a loss for words—except when it came to an explanation of 

the actions of Communism generally and Russia specifically. Neither the French nor the Americans baffled him. Even 

Nazi Germany didn’t leave him bewildered. But the U.S.S.R’s unpredictable and illogical actions frequently threw him 

for a loop. On one occasion as he found himself once again completely confounded by then Communist Russia, he 

exclaimed in utter exasperation, “Trying to maintain a good relationship with the Communists is like wooing a 

crocodile: you do not know whether to tickle it under the chin or beat it over the head. When it opens its mouth you 

cannot tell whether it is trying to smile or preparing to eat you up. It is a riddle wrapped in a mystery inside an enigma.” 

That's about as complicated as it gets! Churchill’s descriptive turn of a phrase, “It is a riddle wrapped in a mystery inside 

an enigma,” is an apt description of many things in life. Numerous riddles in life remain wrapped in mystery and 

shrouded inside an enigma.  

  Every summer about this time I reflect on the enigma of Tina Hargrove. (Picture of Tina Hargrove) Tina was in my 

youth group in Detroit. Her Dad, Rich, and I hit it off from day one some thirty years ago. Rich and his wife, Grace, are 

now retired and live in Eckerman, Michigan. We always visit with them when we vacation up there. My heart always 

gets heavy when I think about Tina and the loss Rich and Grace have to carry. On November 27, 2002 Tina and her three 

daughters were driving up to spend the Thanksgiving Holiday with Rich and Grace. Her daughter was driving, hit a slick 

spot and Tina, a young mother of four was ushered into the presence of Jesus. It’s an Enigma.  

  Life’s filled with enigmas. Many of you are struggling with one. When we crash into an enigma, sometimes we struggle 

with believing that God is in control, or that He’s good or fair. After all, if we're going to trust a good God, He should do 

only good things, right? A good God and extreme pain just don’t make sense. And while the Bible never presents that as 

the way that life is, yet the world we live in seems to expect that.  

  Throughout the book of Ecclesiastes, Solomon presents enigma after enigma. He's repeatedly asked us to look at life 

very carefully, to see it for what it is. As a result; we’ve explored many areas along with him: wisdom, pleasure, 

fulfillment, good, evil, work, friendship, wealth. In the process we’ve discovered that everything about life has a very 

different meaning for those who trust God and His Word, than it does for those who live a secular life-style, those who 

live in what Ecclesiastes describes as “under the sun.”  

  Essentially then, there are two approaches to the enigmas of life. There’s the “under the sun” approach or secularist 

one. A secularist looks at the world only in terms of what he can see, touch, taste, and smell (empiricism), and ends up in 

despair. He can’t count on the things he loves or possesses; they can be taken away from him. Ultimately death will take 

it all away. Since that’s the sum total of life "under the sun," it’s a devastating verdict for the secularist to face. 

  But the other approach is that of the believer. Life looks very different to a believer. Since we know that life continues 

into eternity, we’re not threatened by death. Death is seen as merely one experience in life among many. Because the 

believer trusts in an infinite, personal, and loving God, death can take away nothing important. This God we love, loves 

us unconditionally, and He can be trusted. 

  We’re in Ecclesiastes 8. At this point in the book, Solomon takes a slightly modified course and reminds those of us 

who love the Lord that we still face enigmas. Life crashes against us, too. There are life realities that defy our 

understanding, no matter how deep our faith is, Ecclesiastes 8:1-17 (p. 557).  

  That last verse highlights that life is filled with enigmas, “Then I saw all the work of God, that man cannot find out the 

work that is done under the sun. However much man may toil in seeking, he will not find it out. Even though a wise man 

claims to know, he cannot find it out.” Ecclesiastes 8 concludes with a final, emphatic reflection, “they cannot find it 

out.” Even “those who are wise cannot find it out."  Three times we’re told that there are portions of life that are 

enigmas and here Solomon takes his scalpel to our values. You see, there are two areas we highly value: power and 

education. If a scientist or psychologist says it, someone with a Ph. D attached to their name, we assume that it must be 

true. Then, we acquiesce to those who have power, government, employers, parents, teachers.  

  In this chapter Solomon uses the words “wise” or “wisdom” 5 times (education) and “power” 4 times. Wisdom and 

power are interrelated. Apart from wisdom, power is an enigma. Although we must have God’s wisdom to survive and 

thrive in this world, wisdom still doesn’t enable us to understand all the enigmas, particularly the mysteries of God and 

His ways. We need wisdom yet must realize it’s very limited this side of eternity. Many enigmas are simply beyond us. 

Today we want to work through some of them.  

 



Enigma #1: Why do people in power have to be so difficult? Solomon begins with a discussion about our relationship 

with those in governmental power. We need wisdom to deal with those in power. As I anticipate our new building, I 

know we’re going to need God’s wisdom to deal with permits, codes and governmental authorities. Yet, government is 

just one of several avenues of power that all of us must deal with. Most of us deal with employers. Young people deal 

with parents and teachers. The insights here overlap into many areas of our lives.  

  Dealing with those in power is often an enigma. It can be frustrating, even dangerous. We all have those in power over 

us we don’t always respect. Your boss may be a jerk. Your teacher may be a sadist. If you’re in school, you have to study 

textbooks whose assumptions you question. Even our church may make a decision or two that doesn’t sit well with us.  

  How do we handle this? At what point do we change schools, jobs or even churches? It’s hard to know. Some things we 

can’t change. We need wisdom to deal with those in power. Solomon shares several approaches that people frequently 

use when dealing with those in power.  

  a. Some blow off people in power. Solomon's admonition was, “Keep the king's commandment” (v. 2). Why? To begin 

with, the subordinate must be true to his oath of allegiance to the king and to God, who’s the source of all authority in 

this world (Rom. 13). To disobey orders would mean breaking the officer’s promise to the ruler and to God. It has 

serious consequences. 

  In this country, we’re so obsessed with freedom that we forget that all authority is ordained by God. Parents, bosses, 

police officers, Governors and even Presidents have all been given their power by God. One thing is certain: a day is 

coming when all wickedness will be judged (v. 8b). Even kings won’t escape. But suppose you simply can’t obey the 

authority? Then, the subordinate must consider other possibilities… 

  b. Some flee from people in power, “Be not hasty to go from his presence” (v. 3a). Can’t you picture the subordinate 

leaving the king's presence in disgust and resigning his position in the king’s court? But even this action may not be safe 

since the king might be offended and punish him. Many believers have felt that they had to quit their job to maintain 

their integrity.  

  Sadly, too many choose to compromise their convictions, telling lies, fudging their ethics, rather than lose their 

position. When they do that, they lose something more precious than money. They sacrifice a clear conscience before 

God. Probably, the most difficult “fleeing” is for a child having to seek to remove themselves from the home of an 

abusive parent. 

  c. Some stand up to people in power, “Do not take your stand in an evil cause” (vs. 3b).  That means either: “Don't 

promote the king's evil plan” or “Don't get involved in a plan to overthrow the king.” I lean toward the second 

interpretation because it goes along with the first admonition in verse 3. The scene is of this court officer rushing from 

the king's presence, finding others who also oppose the king's plans, and with them he begins to plot against the crown. 

Solomon didn’t approve of this approach.   

  Is there ever a place for "civil disobedience" in the life of the Christian? Do law-abiding citizens have the right to resist 

authority when they feel a law is unjust? Yes, but we’re never to resist evil with evil. When it comes to matters of 

conscience and the law, devoted believers agree with Peter: “We must obey God rather than men” (Acts 5:29).  

  Christian prisoners and martyrs through the ages testify to the courage of conscience and the importance of standing up 

for what is right. Egypt and Syria are in the throes of this right now. Christians in those countries are working through 

when it’s right to stand up to those in power.   

  This doesn't mean we can resist the law on every minor matter that disturbs us, but it does mean we have the obligation 

to obey our conscience. And how we express our disagreement with those in authority demands both wisdom and grace. 

This is where another possibility comes in… 

  d. Some wisely deal with people in power, “Whoever keeps a command will know no evil thing, and the wise heart will 

know the proper time and the just way. For there is a time and a way for everything, although man's trouble lies heavy 

on him. For he does not know what is to be, for who can tell him how it will be” (vss. 5b-7).  

  Wise people understand that "time and judgment” must be considered in everything we do. It takes discernment to 

know the right procedure for the right time. In Psalm 57:4 David said, “My soul is among lions.” Spurgeon, commenting 

on that phrase said, “If your soul is among the lions, it is wise not to pull his whiskers.” Some Christians think they’re 

suffering for their faith but they’re really suffering for being stupid. A man who attended our church in Detroit had a 

terrible reputation in his company. He’d use his union “rights” to make petty demands. Later, on he had a problem with a 

church authority, the assistant pastor and caused a major issue in the church.  

  Wisdom helps us survive in an unjust world. Tact is the ability to avoid needless offense. It’s not easy to be a Christian 

in this complicated, evil world, but if we ask (James 1:5) God gives us the wisdom that we need.  

  In a culture that encourages the questioning of all authority, as believers we must remember even bad authorities – 

government leaders, employers and parents – have been placed there by God. God uses even evil leaders to accomplish 

His holy purposes. God used a maniac like Hitler to drive His people back to the Promised Land. So we must be very 



careful about resisting authority because we might be resisting God’s work and plan. Every Christian must have a spirit 

of submission to God-given authorities and submit to reasonable requests those in authority make of us. That includes 

everything from paying taxes to working over time.  

 

Enigma #2: Why are we so powerless when it really matters? “No man has power to retain the spirit, or power over 

the day of death. There is no discharge from war, nor will wickedness deliver those who are given to it. All this I 

observed while applying my heart to all that is done under the sun, when man had power over man to his hurt” (vss. 8-

9). 

  a. You can’t control the wind. The term spirit seems to refer the wind. The NIV translates this, “no one has power over 

the wind to contain it.” You can’t control the wind. Remember that line from the old Jim Croce song, “don’t spit into the 

wind”? Tragically, this past June three veteran storm chasers were killed by a tornado in Oklahoma. News like that is 

hard to take but we can’t control the wind. Man, with all of his ingenuity, can’t control nature. We can’t stop 

earthquakes, tsunamis, volcanoes or tornadoes.  

  b. You have no control over the day of your death. Comedian, Redd Foxx said, “Health nuts are going to feel stupid 

someday, lying in a hospital bed dying of nothing.” Jane’s Aunt Betty was a nurse doing home care. One of her patients 

was a young man who’d tried to shoot himself with a shotgun. He failed and had to live with the consequences.  

  We don’t know and can’t control when our last day will be. The last breath we take is the last breath we get. There will 

be no way to take even one more breath after that. That’s why it’s important to keep short accounts with God and with 

others. Don’t leave loved ones with unresolved issues like anger. Go to work late but solve it…you just might not ever 

see them again.   

  c. You can’t stop a war. I love Youtube clips of military personnel coming home unexpectedly. But no one has control 

over a war. A soldier may be up for a discharge, but if a nut job bombs one of our embassies, they’re not going home.  

  The 150th anniversary of Gettysburg was July 1st. Gettysburg wasn’t a major city, just a small town of 2000. Yet, it was 

one of the biggest battles of the Civil War. Robert E. Lee’s real target was Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. He never made it 

there. He may have been Commander of the Confederate Army but he wasn’t in control of the war.    

  d. You can’t stop evil with evil. Evil people can’t deliver themselves by doing more evil…thank goodness! “Nor will 

wickedness deliver those who are given to it” literally means “wickedness will not deliver its masters.”  

  God is in control. Their evil may lull them into thinking that they’re invincible. They’re not. Ask Goliath or Pharaoh or 

Herod, even Hitler. 

  We are continually reminded that we’re visitors here and we’re not in charge. Control freaks have a real problem. We 

truly can’t control anything of substance in this world or even in our own lives.  

 

Enigma #3: Why is God’s power so confusing? Recently, I stumbled on this story about Mark Twain. Twain was 

travelling so he asked the baggage handler on his train if the man thought his briefcase was strong enough to be checked 

and placed in the baggage compartment. He sure wasn’t ready for what happened next. The baggage handler shrugged, 

took Twain's briefcase, and hurled it down on the pavement. "That, sir," he said, "is what she'll get in Philadelphia." 

Then, he picked it up, beat it five or six times against the side of the train. "And that," he continued, "is what she'll get in 

Chicago." Finally, he threw Twain’s briefcase to the ground again and stomped on it vigorously until Twain’s books and 

papers spilled out, saying, "That's what she'll get in Sioux City." As Mark Twain watched aghast, the baggage handler 

nodded at his now mangled briefcase and advised, "If you're going any farther than Sioux City, sir, I'd suggest you carry 

it on yourself." 

  Life’s a lot like that. There are times when we shake our heads wondering what’s going on. We’re battered and bashed. 

It doesn’t make sense. It’s an enigma. But in some ways, Mark Twain was lucky. He saw before he ever got on the train 

what the journey ahead entailed. You and I don’t have that option. We not only can’t control what’s ahead, we don’t 

know what’s coming, but God does. That’s what frustrates us sometimes. The fact that people in power are difficult is 

frustrating. The fact that we’re so powerless is frustrating. But the biggest enigma is God’s power. There are things that 

happen to us and around us every day that we just don’t understand.  

  We know God is omnipotent and there’s no limit to His power. So why do things go down the way they go down? The 

best most of us can do is observe the journey of life from the window of our moving "train" and attempt—with the 

scenery whizzing by—to make some half-ordered sense of it all. It’s an enigma. We don’t understand why God does 

what He does. Why is God’s power so confusing? Solomon lists out some enigmas we all struggle with.  

  a. We can’t understand why evil is not punished. Let me read vss. 10-14 from The Message: “One time I saw wicked 

men given a solemn burial in holy ground. When the people returned to the city, they delivered flowery eulogies—and in 

the very place where wicked acts were done by those very men! More smoke. Indeed. Because the sentence against evil 

deeds is so long in coming, people in general think they can get by with murder. Even though a person sins and gets by 



with it hundreds of times throughout a long life, I’m still convinced that the good life is reserved for the person who fears 

God, who lives reverently in his presence, and that the evil person will not experience a ‘good’ life. No matter how many 

days he lives, they’ll all be as flat and colorless as a shadow—because he doesn’t fear God. Here’s something that 

happens all the time and makes no sense at all: Good people get what’s coming to the wicked, and bad people get what’s 

coming to the good. I tell you, this makes no sense. It’s smoke” (vss. 10-14). Here’s a vile man who’s done hundreds of 

evil things, yet lives a long life. He’s praised at his funeral in church, in the very place he’d done some of his evil deeds. 

Everything in us screams, “it’s not fair!” I heard of a preacher at a funeral who spoke glowingly about a man who had 

been a scoundrel. During the service, the man’s widow turned to her son and said, “Go make sure that’s your father in 

that casket.”   

  Or, the sentence is delayed. Justice drags its feet. It happens all the time. Someone commits a heinous crime yet it takes 

months, years…before they’re ever even tried.  

  But here’s something worse! The good person has bad things happen to them. It’s an enigma. According to famous trial 

lawyer, F. Lee Bailey, “In America, an acquittal doesn’t mean you’re innocent; it means you beat the rap.” His 

definition is a bit cynical, but Poet Robert Frost defined a jury as “twelve persons chosen to decide who has the better 

lawyer.”  

  Because we don’t see God sending lightning down on wicked individuals, we wrongly assume He’s asleep at the wheel. 

He’s not! But God’s mercy in not executing judgment immediately against those who sin is interpreted by those who do 

not openly fear God as being either a sign of weakness or impotence on God’s part. A sign of a laissez-faire attitude on 

God’s part.  

  Wicked people then assume (incorrectly) that God doesn’t care whether people sin or not and that there are no negative 

consequences for sinning. Thus, the sinner feels secure in a self-oriented life, doing whatever he desires to do with no 

worries about what God may think or do. He sloughs off any fear of judgement because there are seemingly no 

consequences.  

  Yet, in spite of the fact that the wicked seem to prosper, Solomon argues that it’s still better to fear God. He 

acknowledges that sometimes justice is backwards. The righteous receive what the wicked deserve and vice versa. A 

criminal gets shot and sues the city. A Christian family is killed by a drunk driver. Missionaries are martyred. Babies are 

aborted. These are depressing mysteries in life that can’t be resolved “under the sun.” Yet, these mysteries are often 

generated intentionally by God so that we will trust Him even when we don’t understand. Because in the end, the wicked 

will come and go. Their end will come quickly for their lives are compared to a shadow that passes by. Solomon 

emphasizes the “fear” of God 3 times in vss. 12-13. The inevitable conclusion is that this is the only way to live one’s 

life. 

  Asaph struggled with the same issue. In Psalm 73 he contrasts the end of the wicked with that of the righteous. He 

reminds us that though it appears the wicked are defying God, ultimately, the Lord will judge them in righteousness and 

truth. And this is vital – Asaph didn’t come to this conclusion by looking at the circumstances around him, he had to 

enter into the sanctuary of God; then he perceived their end! (Ps 73:17) Apart from Scripture and fellowship with other 

believers, we will not find any peace in this life. We need God! We need each other! Until King Jesus sets up His 

righteous kingdom, there will always be injustices in our world. It’s one of the “vanities” of life, and we must accept it 

without becoming pessimistic, bitter or cynical.  

  b. We can’t understand God’s providence, “When I determined to load up on wisdom and examine everything taking 

place on earth, I realized that if you keep your eyes open day and night without even blinking, you’ll still never figure out 

the meaning of what God is doing on this earth. Search as hard as you like, you’re not going to make sense of it. No 

matter how smart you are, you won’t get to the bottom of it” (vss. 16-17, The Message).  

  In other words, we’ll never fully understand the human condition and have no hope of understanding the mind of God. 

With all of our genius, technology, psychology, medicine, and every other resource we have, we’re never going to figure 

it out. Life remains a puzzle to the wisest of us, at least until we get to heaven and are able to get answers directly from 

the Lord. Then we probably won’t care anymore. Instead of agonizing over the enigmas, let’s be thankful that we know 

the Father and Who’s in control.  

  But we’re not in control. That takes our arrogance down a few notches. The mountaintop is not our destination. It’s in 

the valley that we grow and really get to know God. God’s providence humbles us. Tom Selleck confessed, “Whenever I 

get full of myself, I remember that nice couple who approached me with a camera on a street in Honolulu one day. When 

I struck a pose for them, the man said, ‘No, no. We want you to take a picture of us’.” Humility puts us in our proper 

place, stripping away the coat of pride that collects on our surface as we travel through life’s more successful moments.  

  c. We must choose to enjoy what God has given us, “So, I’m all for just going ahead and having a good time—the best 

possible. The only earthly good men and women can look forward to is to eat and drink well and have a good time—

compensation for the struggle for survival these few years God gives us on earth” (vss. 16-17, The Message). Life is an 



enigma, you’re not going to figure it out, so don’t sweat it, enjoy it. So what do you need to enjoy what God has given 

you? What’s it going to take for you to choose to enjoy His blessings and gifts?  

  No matter what you may have heard, or how you were raised, it’s okay for Christians to enjoy life. Jesus was criticized 

by His enemies for partying with sinners. He believed it was okay to celebrate at weddings, to enjoy the hospitality of 

His friends, to smile, to laugh, to party.  

  The other night we had deep dish pizza at Gino’s East. I didn’t sit there and go, “I can’t believe I have to suffer through 

this.” No, I enjoyed it. God doesn’t expect us to figure out life but He does expect us to enjoy it as His gift to us.   

  And just a side bar here: It’s easier to enjoy all that God has given you if you hang around other believers who also 

enjoy all that God has given them. If you hang around a bunch of whiners, critics and complainers, you’re going to be 

infected. While it may not be a deadly disease, it sure feels like it.  

 

Enigma #4: Why don’t we trust in the power of God’s wisdom? Look back at verse 1, “Who is like the wise? And 

who knows the interpretation of a thing? A man's wisdom makes his face shine, and the hardness of his face is changed.” 

Want to see real power? Real power is seen in the wisdom of trusting God. The power of trusting God's wisdom is in 

knowing that you don't know and it will transform your life, even your face. No one is like the wise person who studies 

the Bible and knows God’s will. Solomon continues in vs. 1b stating, “A man’s wisdom illumines him and causes his 

stern face to beam” (NASV). The wise person is illumined and has so much joy that you can literally see it on his face. 

Solomon isn’t telling us to be wise and fake it; he’s saying that we should be joyful, no matter what our circumstances 

are.  

  What do others see when they look at you? Do you have joy? If not, perhaps it’s because you’re not soaking in the 

wisdom of God’s Word. It’s not being integrated into your life so it can give you joy. Wisdom brings joy. A person who 

has wisdom is certain of what’s right. There’s no greater privilege than understanding where we came from, who we are, 

where we’re going, how sin is removed, and what God’s will is. There’s no greater blessing and no other place to find 

these answers than from God in His Word.  

  Solomon begins this chapter by giving us the key to the enigmas of life. It’s not in us, it’s in God. It’s trusting Him and 

relying on His wisdom. In a world full of enigmas, it’s encouraging to know the absolutes of life. Some things in life we 

can’t understand but some things we can understand—what the moral will of God is, who He is, and who we are in Him. 

That’ll put a smile on your face. God’s wisdom will be reflected on our faces. If your face is unhappy, it’s probably 

because you’re not living in God’s wisdom. Godly wisdom even makes a difference in the way people look. People who 

live without God often show a proud demeanor or harsh expression that comes from a heart hardened by sin what 

Solomon called "hardness of…face." But the wisdom of the gospel turns the frown of sin into the smile of grace.  

  Solomon contrasts the face of a hardened sinner with "the wise man who is visibly gracious in his demeanor, and whose 

gentleness is obvious in his facial expression." He’s not just telling us to "put on a happy face." Instead, he’s saying what 

the psalmist said, that people who look to the Lord "are radiant, and their faces shall never be ashamed" (Ps. 34:5). It’s 

more than a metaphor. True wisdom brings joy to life that changes everything, including people's appearance. It puts a 

smile on your face!  

  Biblical wisdom brings personal transformation. It makes a difference in our witness, showing people the joy of 

knowing Christ. It makes a difference in our relationships. Instead of going around grumpy, wise people have an inner 

joy that radiates out to those around us.   

 

Conclusion: Someone suggested life is like a matroshka. Just when you figure out one piece, you discover there’s 

another one inside of it. Life’s an enigma. “It is a riddle wrapped in a mystery inside an enigma.” So how do we handle 

these mysteries? What do we do with unjust triumphs and with unfair consequences? How do we live with these 

enigmas? Let me tie this up with four suggestions to help us handle life’s enigmas:  

  * We must each admit: "I am only human"—and admit it daily. We should say it to ourselves first thing in the 

morning, a couple of times a day, and just before we go to sleep at night. We must do that week in, week out—until it 

sinks in! We must never forget that we’re human, finite, and fallible. 

  * We must each admit: "I don't understand why—and I may never on this earth learn why." We must then try our 

best, by the power of God, not to let that affect our faith. In fact, we should ask God to use that lack of knowledge to 

deepen our faith. The fact I may never understand "why" should cause me to be more like Abraham, who didn't stagger 

at the promises of God through unbelief, but was strong in faith. Every once in a while remember that a 90-year-old 

woman and a 100-year-old man had a little tiny baby and our faith is strengthened. That's a marvelous moment when we 

realize that God could do it and nobody can explain how He could pull it off.  



  God kept His word—that's wisdom. God gave Abraham and Sarah a baby—that's a mystery alongside a miracle. If God 

could do it then, He can do it now, and we'll wait patiently on Him. If He doesn't, He has a better plan in the long run for 

His whole will, so let's be quiet and let it happen. 

  * We must each admit: "I cannot bring about a change." We may have tried. We may have done everything we know 

to do but we can't change the situation. It’s an enigma. It’s time to admit, “I have no power to change it.” 

  * We must choose to enjoy what God has given us, "I can enjoy today and every moment of it as a gift from God.”  

Our Heavenly Father knows what’s best for us, so I wait and I trust. I’ll eat and drink. I’ll find my joy in Him and the 

blessings He’s given me. That explains how a Christian can have joy in the midst of wild and crazy, mysterious and 

strained circumstances….even enigmas. When we respond to life’s enigmas this way, we no longer struggle with 

injustice, when it triumphs and unfair consequences. We choose to trust God even when we can’t figure it out.  

  As a result, often we’ll become an enigma. Our joy will create all kinds of interest in the phenomena of how we think. 

Doors will open up to us. People who don't even know us will ask, "Why are you so happy? Why do you enjoy life so 

much?"  

  With a Father like ours, there's no way we can help enjoying life and its happiness! We don’t understand life’s enigmas 

but we know that we don’t have to. But we choose by God’s grace to trust our Heavenly Father.  


