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(Begin with video of Live like you were dying) His name is Samuel Timothy Smith, at least, that’s the name he had in 

childhood. We know him as Tim McGraw. His father “Tug" McGraw, was a Major League pitcher who played for both 

the New York Mets and the Philadelphia Phillies. Early in his career, Tug was in Jacksonville, Florida, playing for a 

minor league club. There he met 18-year-old Betty Dagostino, a senior in high school. They had a Bull Durham romance 

and Betty became pregnant. Tug, unaware she's expecting, leaves town. Betty’s parents sent her to Louisiana to live with 

relatives and have the baby When Tim is seven months old, Betty marries Horace Smith, whom she tells Tim is his 

father.  

  They divorced when Tim was in the 4th grade. One Christmas season Tim is going through his mother’s closet because 

she’d hide presents there. So he’s eleven years old, rummaging through the closet looking for Christmas presents, and 

stumbles on his own birth certificate but his last name on the certificate is not “Smith” it’s McGraw. He calls his Mom at 

work, she comes immediately home. They drove around for a long time and she explained everything to young Tim. 

Interestingly, he was a baseball fan and though he didn’t know Tug McGraw was his father, he had Tug's baseball card 

up on his bedroom wall. His mother takes him to meet Tug, but Tug denied being Tim's father. For several years, Tim 

sends Tug unanswered letters. Finally, Tim is fed up with his Dad. He and his Mom are dirt poor, so he asks his dad to 

chip in for his college tuition. Tug agrees on one condition – neither Tim nor Betty are to ever contact him again. But 

young Tim asks for one last meeting, and when Tug sees his grown son, and realizes how much Tim looks like him at 

that age, he acknowledged he’s Tim’s Dad, drops the conditions and the pair begin to finally forge a father-son 

relationship.  

  In 2004, Tug McGraw died of brain cancer. At his request, he spends his last days in the guest cabin of his son, on 

Tim’s Tennessee farm. And it’s later that year that Tim McGraw released his wildly popular album, Live Like You Were 

Dying. It was the No. 1 hit for 10 weeks. Though the album wasn't planned as a tribute to his father, Tug, Tim McGraw 

shared that it helped him deal with his father’s tragic death.  

  Live like you are dying. We’re all dying, we just don’t know when. The question is: Will we live before we die? That’s 

what Solomon unpacks for us in Ecclesiastes 9:1-10 (p. 557). God does not want us to endure this life. He designed us to 

live, to really live. Jesus summed up his mission to earth with these famous words: “I am come that they might have life, 

and that they might have it more abundantly” (Jn 10:10 KJV). That’s what these ten verses in Ecclesiastes are about, 

how to really live. 

  Solomon hits again on one of his continual themes in Ecclesiastes: Death. Essentially, he says if you knew the day of 

your death, it’d change all of your other days. If we knew when our life would be over, we’d carefully spend every 

moment up until that point. We’d be more careful about relationships, our money, work, friendships. We’d enjoy life 

rather than endure it. If we’re married, we’d kiss our spouse deeply. If we didn’t have a spouse, we’d hustle up and get 

one. It’d change the way we do things. But because we’re unaware of the day of our death, we tend to live our days as if 

they were infinite, that we’ll just go on forever. As a result, we’re careless with our relationships, time, money and our 

work. And we’re careless with God.   

  The great tragedy is that Solomon lived exactly like that. Instead of Living like he was dying, he’s blown it. He’s a 

burned out, old, perverted genius who wasn’t very smart. He’s reflecting back on his days, saying, “Boy, did I blow it! I 

should have trusted the Lord. I should have done what He said. I’ve lived now with great regrets and while God forgives 

me and things are redeemed, it’d have been so much better if I’d lived my life differently?” Now he’s admonishing us to 

take inventory and account of where we are.  

  The Message begins this chapter a little differently: "Well, I took all this in and thought it through, inside and out. 

Here's what I understood..." Solomon is turning the corner in his search for meaning to life. He's coming to terms with 

reality. Up until now, chapter after dark chapter, his journal has been devoted to an expose of emptiness. In effect he’s 

saying, "I've tried all those things and they don’t satisfy. Allow me to save you the trouble, my reader friend. Let me 

introduce to you that which has substance—the things you can count on. These things are reliable. I know. I've been 

there!" Then he presents to us the major realities that give life definition and meaning. There are four of them stated or 

implied in this passage. 

  As we work through them, please ask in your own heart: Am I just alive or am I really living? It breaks my heart to 

meet Christians who live like they drink sour milk every morning. Never is heard an encouraging word. They’re 

missionaries of misery and are flushing their lives. Worse, they make it stink for everyone around them. Don’t be one of 

them. Don’t do that. For the sixth time in this book, Solomon exhorts us to enjoy life, and he’s does it with stronger 

terms than ever before. So what are these Realities?  

 



1. We can enjoy life because God is in control. Stress…anxiety come from not being in control. Tomorrow afternoon 

I’m praying with someone before they have surgery. Do you know why people are stressed before surgery?  They’re not 

in control. They don’t have options. It’s why some people get all anxious about flying. They’re not in control. Why does 

rush hour traffic frustrate us? We’re trapped. It’s out of our control.  

  But we know Who is in control.  Solomon says that, “all this…is in the hand of God.” Some times I feel like the local 

“holy man.” Every now and then, when we’re having bad weather, someone will ask me, “Can’t you do something about 

this?” I’m quick to tell them that I’m in sales, not management. Only God knows what today and tomorrow holds for us. 

Only God knows what’s good and bad or as Solomon puts it, “Whether it is love or hate, man does not know; both are 

before Him.” 

  We tend to make categorical judgments, based on our very limited information. From our perspective, Joseph suffered 

horribly when God had his brothers sell him as a slave into Egypt. Yet, God used that to save the entire nation. Joseph 

later saw that it was the hand of God. We see bad things happen to people and join the chorus of Job’s friends, that they 

must be suffering because they’re being judged by God. Yet, God was using Job’s suffering to bring glory to Himself 

and to demonstrate to Satan that Job loved Him and worshipped NOT because of what God gave Him.  

  This is so freeing! Even when I go through the darkest times, I’m in the hand of my Father, and I can trust Him. 

Christian philosopher, Francis Schaeffer was absolutely correct, “God is there and He is not silent.” What reassurance 

this brings! It tells us, among other things, nothing is out of control. Nor are we useless, despairing robots stumbling 

awkwardly through time and space, facing a bleak fate at the end. Our problem is that God doesn’t message us what He’s 

doing and what His plans are. We’re not getting little tweeted updates from Heaven.   

  The Bible never promises that any human being will only know good health, good times and prosperity. In contrast to 

what’s claimed by contemporary pseudo-Christian theology, being in the hand of God is not synonymous with or a 

guarantee for safety, economic prosperity, physical health, painless life, enjoying a trouble-free occupation, and having 

everyone smile and appreciate us. But I’d rather be godly Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego in the midst of the fiery 

furnace than godless Nebuchadnezzar on the outside looking in because I know who’s hand I’m in and who walks with 

me in the furnace. “Then King Nebuchadnezzar was astonished; and he rose in haste and spoke, saying to his 

counselors, ‘Did we not cast three men bound into the midst of the fire?’ They answered and said to the king, ‘True, O 

king.’ ‘Look!’ he answered, ‘I see four men loose, walking in the midst of the fire; and they are not hurt, and the form of 

the fourth is like the Son of God’” (Daniel 4:24-25).  

  Biblical faith is not about control or manipulation of God so that He’ll do what we want. Biblical faith is the radical 

abandonment of our whole being in grateful trust and love to the God disclosed in the life, death, and resurrection of 

Jesus Christ. You and I are not in control but I can enjoy the trip because the pilot is my Heavenly Father and my life is 

in His hands.  

2. The only way to be prepared to live is to first be prepared to die. Look at verses 2-3. “It is the same for all, since 

the same event happens to the righteous and the wicked, to the good and the evil, to the clean and the unclean, to him 

who sacrifices and him who does not sacrifice. As the good one is, so is the sinner, and he who swears is as he who 

shuns an oath. This is an evil in all that is done under the sun, that the same event happens to all. Also, the hearts of the 

children of man are full of evil, and madness is in their hearts while they live, and after that they go to the dead.” Steve 

Jobs, the late founder of Apple, said, “When I was 17, I read a quote that went something like: ‘If you live each day as if 

it was your last, some day you'll most certainly be right.’ It made an impression on me, and since then, for the past 33 

years, I have looked in the mirror every morning and asked myself: "If today were the last day of my life, would I want to 

do what I am about to do today?" And whenever the answer has been ‘no’ for too many days in a row, I know I need to 

change something.”  

  We’re being told a lie: 40 is the new 20; 50 is the new 30; 60 is the new 40. I wonder how much they’d scream if their 

boss did that with their paycheck?  

  Death is one of those subjects we don’t like to discuss. We’re very hesitant to come to grips with our impending death 

and would rather avoid any discussion of it. It’s a depressing subject and who wants to be depressed?  

  Then, all around us, we have religious hucksters whispering into our ears sentimentalized, superstitious views of death 

to inoculate us against the moral shock of death and to make it a pleasant transition into another world.  

  I hope you don’t have a copy of The Prophet by Kahlil Gibran on your coffee table. It’s sold over 100 million copies 

and has been translated into over 40 languages. In it Gibran writes: “What is it to die, but to stand in the sun and melt 

into the wind, and when the earth has claimed our limbs, then we shall truly dance.”  It was printed in 1923. Until I read 

that, I didn’t know that they had LSD back then. What a bunch of pig slop!  

  Solomon strips away the sentimentalized view that death is just a transition into another state of blessedness. “No,” he 

says, “there is no eternal blessedness then for the man who does not know blessedness now.” You only know blessedness 

now in living saving faith relationship with a God of providence. We’re not prepared to live until we’re prepared to die.  



  Over and over again, Solomon has used this phrase, “under the sun.” When it comes to death, Solomon could 

summarize verses 2-3 with these words: “Under the sun, you’re done.” Ultimately, every person who’s ever lived or will 

ever live will die. The same destiny overtakes us all. We can work out, take vitamins, drink bottled water, stay away 

from McDonalds, and swear off Krispy Kremes. But even with the best of care for this body, one day it’s going to give 

out and we’ll die. 

  In verse 3, death is labeled “the evil.” The Bible calls it “the last enemy.” Death is not natural. It’s not circle of life; it’s 

dead end of death. Death is an intrusion, it’s an enemy. The dumbest advice you could give someone is: “Death is just 

part of life.” No it isn’t, it’s death! It’s the cost of our sin and rebellion against God. It’s cosmic treason where we were 

co-conspirators and it’s punished by death. We were created by a living God, to be a living people, who live forever with 

this living God.  

  The only way to get rid of death is to get rid of sin. That’s why Jesus died for our sin, so we could live forever. Today, 

will you believe in Jesus Christ as your Savior from your sin? He offers you eternal and abundant life. No one is 

prepared to live unless they’re first prepared to die. Everybody dies and how you view death will absolutely control how 

you live life. If you believe there’s no God, and there’s no judgment, and then there’s no Heaven or Hell, you’ll live in 

light of that. But if you believe that there is a God and Heaven, and there’s life to come, it will change the way you live. 

  Most people live as if this were not even a possibility for them, just reckless sexuality, debauchery, food, alcohol, 

drugs. Don’t wear a helmet, don’t buckle up. Live forever. The “madness” Solomon refers to in verse 3 is the denial of 

God’s penalty of death. It’s the madness that thumbed its nose at the Creator in the Garden and at His prohibition of 

eating of the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil. It’s the madness of the evil which God judged with the Flood. It’s 

today’s madness of sexual insanity, or homicidal insanity, or materialistic madness. It’s the craziness that talks about 

God while living for the Devil.  

  After his open heart surgery, David Letterman, was interviewed by Ted Koppel. Ted Koppel asked him, "Do you think 

about death a lot? I mean, is death something that bothers you?" Listen to Letterman's response: “No, no. I mean, always 

before, I knew I was going to drop dead of a heart attack. I just knew it. You know, I've seen it in my family. I had the 

genetic tendency. My cholesterol—it didn't make any difference what I was doing—was always sky high. I could eat 

pocket lint and it would be 800. But after the surgery, no, I don't think about it anymore.” David Letterman seems to 

think that since he has had heart surgery, he isn't going to die…at least, not any time soon, so he isn't going to think 

about it. With his heart repaired, he thinks he can ignore death. He can’t. It’s madness.  

  The Bible says we’re all going to die. Once you know God and you know what awaits you in God, death changes from 

being an enemy (1 Cor. 15) to, all of a sudden, being, in some ways, a gift God gives because we’re liberated from a life 

of sin, death and folly, into a place of eternal joy where we see God face to face. Here’s Solomon’s point. The only way 

to be prepared to live is to be prepared to die.  

 

3. While there is life, there is hope. That’s exactly what Solomon is saying in verses 4-6, “Still, anyone selected out for 

life has hope, for, as they say, “A living dog is better than a dead lion.” The living at least know something, even if it’s 

only that they’re going to die. But the dead know nothing and get nothing. They’re a minus that no one remembers. Their 

loves, their hates, yes, even their dreams, are long gone. There’s not a trace of them left in the affairs of this earth” (The 

Message). The particular Hebrew noun for hope used here only occurs one other place in the Bible (2 Kings 18:19). It’s 

not looking forward to something or wishing for something. It speaks instead of the certitude one has that something will 

happen.  

  The motto of the State of South Carolina is Dum Spiro Spero, literally, “While I breathe I hope.” Solomon, in spite of 

all he’d seen and lived through, is unapologetically pro-life. And to make his point, he quotes a proverb, “a living dog is 

better than a dead lion.” What he’s saying is, “Would you rather be a dog or a lion?” Everybody would say, “I’d rather 

be a lion.” Even though it’s a cat, it’s a big cat. If it was a dog and a cat, everybody would rather be the dog, except for 

weird cat ladies who have six cats, but they don’t count. Everybody would rather be the dog unless you say the lion. The 

lion’s a really big cat and everybody would rather be that, but would you rather be a living dog or a dead lion? I’d rather 

be the living dog. 

  We love dogs. They’re cute. They’re fun. That wasn't the case in biblical times — which helps explain why Scripture 

uses the metaphor of a "dog" to describe people. A dog back then wasn’t a pet. He was a scavenger, dirty and repulsive. 

That’s why when a youthful David went out to fight Goliath with nothing but a sling-shot, the giant warrior felt greatly 

insulted, and said: "Am I a dog that you come to me with sticks?" (1 Samuel 17:43). It was like a rat or maybe a coyote. 

To me a possum is one of the most repulsive animals. I saw this the other day (picture of possum on found poster).  

  But a lion was considered a great and noble animal, even in biblical times. The Book of Proverbs says: "the lion…is 

mighty among beasts and does not retreat before any" (30:30). The Book of Revelation refers to Jesus our Savior as "the 

lion of the tribe of Judah" (5:5). Solomon's proverbial comment that "a live dog is better than a dead lion" means that 



even the most contemptible, miserable person who's alive is "better" off than the greatest and most admired person who's 

dead. A homeless guy alive is better off than Warren Buffett dead.  

  Life then, no matter how miserable, is to be preferred over death. Because the dead see nothing, feel nothing, hear 

nothing, say nothing, and do nothing. They’ve vanished from the earth, and are no longer a part in its activities.  

  The other day we were talking about the Redgrave sisters and knew that one of them had died but couldn’t remember if 

it was Lynn or Vanessa. Do you ever see an old movie or hear an old song, and you can’t remember if there person is 

dead or alive? “They’re a minus that no one remembers.” 

  At some point, you die and people forget whether or not you’re even still here. All these great, wonderful, glorious 

people who do all these amazing things, they die and it’s, “Who were they?” You and I are going to die and we’d like it 

if our family and friends all got together every year and declared a holiday and talked about us, but they won’t. How 

many of you have had people die that you love and you don’t even really think about them that much and hardly ever 

talk about them? They’re just gone. Their love, their hate, their jealousy have vanished. Never again will they have a part 

in anything that happens under the sun. All the things we give ourselves to. All the petty little, stupid stuff, “I hate you.” 

“I hate you.” “No, I double hate you.” “I’m jealous. Oh, they got a new car. They got a new house. Their butt’s smaller 

than mine. I’m jealous.”  

  We get all petty about stuff. We get jealous and angry. We love. We hate. All of these petty little things we get tied up 

in. And Solomon says: “You’re going to die. It’s going to be over. Your memory’s going to fade.”  

  This needs to sober us up so we ask, “What am I doing with my time? What am I doing with my days? What am I doing 

with my emotions? The people that I hate right now, the ones that get on my nerves.” The vital question that he’s asking 

is this: Is it really worth it to spend all this time and energy while I’ve only got a few short days on the earth hating you? 

Is it really a good investment of my time? “I love you. I love you.” Is that a person worth loving? Have you committed 

yourself to a relationship that, you know is a bad investment? Solomon asks: “Is it worth it?”  

  There are people here that are bitter. You haven’t spoken to friends or family in a long time. Is that really how you want 

to spend the little bit of time you’ve got? Is it worth it? Is that a good investment? No, it’s not.  

  You’re going to die and stand before God. You’re going to give an account. Nobody’s going to remember that you were 

ever born and all the piddly, petty little stupid, foolish stuff you’re wasting all your energy on right now, doesn’t even 

matter. That’s life. It’s a bad plan. It’s a terrible plan. You’re still alive, don’t waste it. So Solomon gives us a better 

plan… 

 

4. It’s not enough to just live, God wants us to really l-i-v-e! Verses 7-10, “Go, eat your bread with joy, and drink 

your wine with a merry heart, for God has already approved what you do. Let your garments be always white. Let not oil 

be lacking on your head. Enjoy life with the wife whom you love, all the days of your vain life that he has given you 

under the sun, because that is your portion in life and in your toil at which you toil under the sun. Whatever your hand 

finds to do, do it with your might, for there is no work or thought or knowledge or wisdom in Sheol, to which you are 

going.”  

  Most Christians wonder what God’s will is. Do you know what God’s will is? Enjoy life! The word “go” in verse 7 is a 

command, not an option.  

  This isn’t hedonism. It’s contentment that gives way to joy. And it’s a wakeup call. There’s no time to waste. Stop your 

complaining. Stop nursing your anger! Stop brooding over your problems! Get over your anxiety! These are pleasures of 

life, this life, that God commands us to enjoy in the here and now. Some are gone for the next life. This is carpe diem, 

“seize the day!” God gave us this world. He gave you your life. If anyone should enjoy life, it should be the believer. 

We’re commanded to have a blast while we last.  

  a. Enjoy your meals. Bread and wine was a basic meal. It’d be like meat and potatoes for us. This isn’t prime rib or 

lobster. It’s simple and basic.  

  Not only do most of us wolf down our food without hardly ever tasting it, with drive-through windows, we eat it even 

faster. God has given us that food. We need to stop, slow down and enjoy it. That’s why we pray before we eat. We’re 

giving thanks to God who provided everything that we have.  

  You know what helps? Meal time. I have to confess that we struggle here. Our schedule is too busy too often but we 

continually work at it.  

  As I was preparing this message, it hit me, I love biscuits. Do you know why I love biscuits? Great memories! I can 

remember watching my Mom make homemade buttermilk biscuits. She’d make what she called drop biscuits. I’d sneak 

some of the dough if she’d let me. It’s one of my greatest memories. My adopted Mom – Mom Cummins – made angel 

biscuits. They were great! But it was the love that my angel of an adopted Mom put into them that made them so great.  

  Determine to enjoy your meals. Have meal time – make some memories. Turn off the TV and put away the cell phone. 

Have a conversation. It’s not the time to bring up the kid’s bad grades or the bills. And yes, teach your children good 



manners but teach them to enjoy family life first. It’s a time for affirmation, encouragement and laughter. We’ve laughed 

so hard around the dinner table that I thought that I was going to wet my pants. The most important part of the meal is 

family love. If you’re children never want to be home or never want to bring a friend over, it’s time to take inventory.  

  b. Enjoy your celebrations. “Let your garments be always white. Let not oil be lacking on your head.” That’s Hebrew 

for “party hearty.” White garments are for a celebration. There are times when we need to get dressed up. It also speaks 

of comfort. In a hot climate, light colored clothing was cooler. Fragrant oil was for hospitality. Don’t just look good, 

smell good, too. White was also a symbol of purity. Dressing up doesn’t mean that you’re advertizing what’s to be for 

your spouse.  

  Today it’d be putting on a tuxedo and an evening gown so that we can dance the night away. It’s no accident that 

marriage is next in Solomon’s list.  

  Men, show your wife you love her. Dress up and take her out to a nice place. Don’t wear sweat pants. Use some of that 

cologne that you wore when you were dating. Ladies, use some make-up and please don’t go out in your pajamas. It 

ought to be against the law to go shopping in your pajamas. (Be warned, if I see you in Wal-mart in your pjs, you might 

just end up in the weekend slide show.) But learn how to party. Learn to celebrate. Birthdays, anniversaries, any special 

day. Emiril has written a book, Every Day’s a party – with all that God has blessed us with, it should be!  

  c. Enjoy your marriage. “Enjoy life with the wife whom you love, all the days of your vain life that he has given you 

under the sun, because that is your portion in life and in your toil at which you toil under the sun.” Billy Graham is 94. 

He lost his wife, Ruth, six years ago. In the hallway there is a picture of Ruth. His grandson noticed that there were 

smudges on it. Every time Billy Graham walks down the hall, he stops and kisses that picture of Ruth…and he won’t let 

anyone clean the smudges off. Now I know that he’s a famous preacher but they didn’t have a perfect marriage or 

family. Ruth didn’t write a book, Prodigals and Those Who Love Them because their family life was a cake walk. But 

they loved each other.  

  Marriage is to be enjoyed, not endured. Most couples I know don’t have big fights but they fuss and pick at each other. 

That’s like having a drippy faucet. Stop it! Praise each other. Encourage each other. Do kind things for each other. Please 

don’t say, “Well, I would, if they would.” What are you three?  

  Marriage is a gift from God and we’re to enjoy it. The text seems to be encouraging singles to get married. We have a 

moral catastrophe when couples have all the benefits of marriage without the commitment of marriage. Premarital sex is 

a lie! Wouldn’t that infer that you’re having sexual relations with someone you are going to marry? That’s rarely the 

case. Cohabitation is costly. A couple that’s intimate prior to marriage or lives together will always have major hurdles 

to work through. Marriage is precious. The intimacy in marriage is to be precious and special.  

  I go to thrift stores a lot (primarily for used books). Did you know that they sell used underwear? I’m shocked anyone 

would buy used underwear. It makes my skin crawl. That’s a good analogy of sex before marriage.  

  Marriage is to be special, like a great bottle of wine. You only get one chance to uncork it for the first time. Your 

spouse needs to be your best friend. They need to be your lover. And enjoy it!  

  I’ve never met anyone who spent time enjoying their marriage who later regretted it. Be a blessing to one another. Have 

fun! Laugh! Keep the romance alive. Be enjoyable and you’ll enjoy your marriage.  

  Jane and I have been married thirty years now. I love Jane with all my heart. I’ve prayed that God will take her first 

because I love her too much to want her to endure the pain that I know goes with the loss of a spouse. Now I don’t want 

to go through that but I’d rather it be me than her.  

  If you have an enjoyable marriage, count your blessings. If you don’t, why not? Fix it, at least fix your part. God can 

give you grace to make your marriage enjoyable.  

  d. Enjoy your work. “Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with your might, for there is no work or thought or 

knowledge or wisdom in Sheol, to which you are going.” God doesn’t want us to live for the weekend because we’re 

finally off work and then hate Mondays.  

  Now some of you are thinking, “Scott, you’re nuts! I hate my job.” Okay, quit. “Well, I can’t afford to.” Then, if you 

have to go to that job, doesn’t it make sense to enjoy it. God gave you that job. Appreciate it. We need to work 

enthusiastically. If we don’t enjoy the gifts, we dishonor the Giver.  Colossians 3:23 commands us, “Whatever you do, 

work heartily, as for the Lord and not for men.” Where I work doesn’t make a difference.  

  Work is a privilege that we’ll not have after we die. Probably, toil connected with the curse on nature is in view here 

because we’ll be active in service in heaven, but this won’t be work as we know it now (Rev 22:3).  

  If you think work is a curse, spend time talking with someone who’s been out of work for a long time. Throw yourself 

into something besides bed! You only get one shot at it. Do something worthwhile. Make a contribution.  

  A man or woman of fifty, having worked consistently since school, will have put in 56,000 hours of work. Imagine 

56,000 hours of boredom and resentment. Who would come through such an ordeal with a sound mind? Yet, a poor 

attitude toward your job creates that environment. Now imagine someone rising in the morning to say, “Thank You, 



Lord! Another day to use the gifts and the strength and the mind You’ve given me. What a gift You’ve given me that I 

may work and serve You!” That attitude will add years to your life and life to your years, and it glorifies God.  

   

Conclusion: Many Christians live as if it’s a sin to enjoy life. Yet, God created man and woman to live in a place called 

Eden, which means “delight.” The Bible teaches that one day we’ll live on a new earth that will be like Eden once again. 

We’re to prepare now by living a life of joy. The Hebrews knew joy perhaps better than any culture. In the Old 

Testament, there are no less than ten different words for “joy.”  

  What’s the level of joy in your life? Are you enjoying the gifts that God has given you? Will you live before you die? 

Enjoyment comes from living at 100% with the blessings that God has given you.  

  In Philippians 4:4, the Apostle Paul wrote, “Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice.” The key is that 

prepositional phrase, “in the Lord.” It’s difficult to enjoy this life and see it as a gift from God, if you don’t know the 

Giver, if you do not know the Prince of life. If you’re miserable in this life, maybe it’s because you’re not ready for the 

next one. You can’t live like you have real life…you don’t. God wants us to enjoy this life, not despite the brevity and 

unpredictability of life, but because of it. 

  How do we do this? How can we live so that even though life is brief and unpredictable, we can find joy in this life? In 

the beginning, God created the world so that we would love him and enjoy him and all of his good gifts forever. Sin 

entered the world and destroyed all of this. But now Jesus has died and He’s risen again to save us from our enslavement 

to sin, so that we can live life as He intended from the beginning: enjoying our food and drink; wearing the best clothes; 

enjoying our spouses; finding joy and peace even when things are hard.  

  When we see that life is a gift from God, we’ll enjoy the gift. When we see that life is brief, but that God has granted 

eternal life to those who accept Christ’s gift, we’ll understand that death is not the end. When we see that God is for us, 

we’ll have a faith that will withstand even the most difficult times. We’ll find joy in this brief and unpredictable life.  

  Tony Snow was White House press secretary under George Bush and ultimately succumbed to cancer. When he 

returned to work though after five weeks of cancer treatment, he said, “Not everybody will survive cancer. But on the 

other hand, you have got to realize that you’ve got the gift of life, so make the most of it.” In other words, Live like you 

are dying.  

  And that’s what Solomon is saying. By God’s grace, and especially because of what Jesus has done, that’s exactly what 

we must decide to do, Live like we are dying and enjoy the life that God has given us.  


