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I doubt you’ve ever heard of Ed Faubert? Ed Faubert is what is known as a “cupper.” In layman’s terms, he’s a coffee-

taster or coffee-grader. He’s so gifted that his astute taste buds are actually certified by the New York Board of Trade. So 

refined is Faubert’s sense of taste for coffee that even while blindfolded, he can take one sip of coffee and tell you not 

just that it’s from Guatemala, but from what state in Guatemala it comes, at what altitude it was grown, and on what 

mountain. If you’re like me and you enjoy a good cup of coffee, you can’t help but be impressed with this man’s 

uncanny taste buds. His coffee wisdom is incomparable.  

  Let me ask a question though: Why is it that so many Americans know so much about so many things that don’t really 

matter? Take me for example. I can remember phone numbers, lots of them. When I was growing up, we had two 

phones with two different numbers. One was the home number and the other for my Dad’s business. The phones sat side 

by side. Nearly half a century later, I still can remember both numbers. I know a lot about movies and music. Growing 

up in the 1970’s, I could tell you the hit songs, the best bands, the best soft or hard rock songs. I had lots of the lyrics 

memorized. I had a friend who knew the Big Mac jingle so well that he could say it backwards.  

  But who cares? I know I don’t. I want to be wise where it really matters. The legendary Mister Rogers once said, “Life 

is deep and simple, and what our society gives us is shallow and complicated.” Fred Rogers was right. In Ecclesiastes 

9:11-10:7 (p. 558), we see that life may be deep, but it’s also rather simple. You’ll want to turn there. We’re going to be 

walking through this passage today. Here Solomon tells us that wisdom helps us build a life with significance. He does 

that by contrasting two types of people: Wise guys and Dimwits.   

  So when you picture someone wise, what do you picture? A college professor, a scientist, some expert on TV…but 

they’re not necessarily wise. Just because someone is intelligent, or has a string of letters after their name, it doesn’t 

mean their wise. One can be an educated fool. Romans 1:22 says, “Claiming to be wise, they became fools.”  

  Then, a fool is not someone who does outtakes from Dumb and Dumber. It’s not someone who dropped out of high 

school. It’s not someone poor. Most people think Honey Boo Boo and her family are a bunch of imbeciles. Honey Boo 

Boo’s net worth is $300 thousand dollars. Her family is paid $50,000 per episode. I don’t think I’d mind being dumb like 

that. I’d even talk redneck for that kind of dough.  

  Solomon’s contrasts the wise and the foolish, wisdom and folly. He uses those terms or synonyms of them throughout 

this passage. There are lots of ways we categorize ourselves as people. By gender, race, socioeconomic status. By height. 

By width. By appearance. God classifies humanity into two categories: Wise people and fools.  

  2 Timothy 3 says that all Scripture is profitable for a number of things, one of which is rebuking. Today may feel, for 

many of you, like an ordained kick in the shin, and that’s okay. Sometimes we need that. I know I do. It gets us back in 

the right direction toward God and shocks us out of your foolishness. We all fall into folly now and then, and this is a 

good way to get out.  

  As we work through the passage, the question to ask is very personal: “Am I living wisely or foolishly?” It’s vital to 

know the difference between wisdom and folly. Most Christians can distinguish good from evil. We know some things 

are morally right, while others are morally wrong. So we try to do the right things instead of the wrong ones. The 

problem is that many of the most important choices in life are not between good and evil, but between wisdom and folly. 

To understand the difference, we need to know the Biblical definition of folly.  

  A "fool" in the Biblical sense isn’t someone with a low IQ. You can be a genius and be a fool. The term refers to 

anyone who lacks the proper respect for God and thus is prone to go the wrong direction in life. It’s the fool who "says in 

his heart, `There is no God" (Psalm 14:1). A wise person is someone who loves God and His Word, and seeks to not just 

know God’s Word but apply it to life. That’s wisdom.  

  Some are fools. Some are wise. Most of us as Christians, bounce back and forth between the two. I do. There are areas 

of my life where I believe I’m biblically wise. There are other parts where I’m dumber than a doorknob.  

  In these verses we fund indicators of wisdom and folly. As we work through this, let’s ask the Spirit to speak to us 

about areas where we’re being foolish and also to affirm areas where we’re being biblically wise.  

 

1. A wise person knows that life is unpredictable. Look at 9:11-12. There’s no such thing as a sure thing. One of the 

most disturbing realities of life is that all of it beyond our control. We foolishly assume things will go well for people 

with talent and ability, that they’ll come out on top, they’ll be winners. That’s just not the case.  

  In the Hebrew text, there are five negative references. Each of the five is pushed to the first part of its phrase for the 

sake of emphasis. It could be rendered, “not to the swift is the race; not to the strong warrior is the winning of the battle; 

not to the clever is the getting of bread; not to the sharp is true wealth; not to the skillful comes favor and power.” We’re 

not masters of our fate. We’re not in control. Only fools believe that.  



  If you’re at a race, which runner do you think is going to win? The fastest one, of course…but not always. In the 2008 

Olympics in Beijing, American runner Lola Jones was expected to win the gold in hurdles. She was known to be the 

fastest in the world. But she tripped on the ninth hurdle and came in, not first, but seventh. The race is not to the swift. 

Life is unpredictable.   

  Which warrior wins? Goliath is The Rock on steroids. He’s undefeated. He had the biggest and best armor. But a rookie, 

the runt of his family with no army takes him on, and wastes him. Big, bad Goliath loses his head in the encounter. The 

battle isn’t always to the strong. Life is unpredictable. 

  Who’s going to succeed in life? Obviously, it’s the wise, intelligent and knowledgeable. Those voted most likely to 

succeed in school. Everyone recognizes their skills. Go to a high school reunion a few years later and who actually made 

it? Bill Gates is a nerd ad has been dubbed Harvard’s most successful drop out. Life is unpredictable. 

  You’re not in control. We’re not in control of our destinies. Accidents can cause us to fall short of our goal. Life is not 

only brief, it’s unpredictable. 

  Did you see videos of the Tsunami hitting Japan? When the earthquake began, people were going about their business. 

There was no real warning. Disaster fell suddenly on them. It’s like birds taken in a snare or fish that are taken in a net. 

There’s no warning. Disaster can overtake us like that. 

  Life doesn’t work the way that we expect. Good things don’t always happen to good people. Bad things don’t always 

happen to bad people. But this doesn't sit well with us. Things are supposed to be fair. Life and the people in it should 

play by the rules. As C. S. Lewis points out in Mere Christianity, every human being appeals to a common law of fair 

play: "That's my seat—I was there first," or "Give me a bite of that orange; I gave you a bite of mine."  

  Fairness is a kind of natural instinct we carry inside. Lewis shows that no one ever questions that standard of basic 

fairness; it seems to be implanted within us at birth. Why? Animals don't live by standards of fairness and justice. 

Earthquakes, bolts of lightning are impartial when they pick their victims. But regardless of 100% of our history and 

personal experience, we humans can't get beyond this idea that life is supposed to be fair.  

  Why do we have that idea? Why are we so transfixed by the book of Job, in which the worst happens to the best? It’s 

because we have our Father's eyes. We’re made in the image of a God of justice, created for a heaven of pure rightness. 

We have eternity stamped upon our hearts and were designed for heaven where life is fair. But we’re stuck on a sin 

contaminated world where life deals from the bottom of the deck. Hardly anything on this upside-down planet comes out 

the way that it seems it should.  

  So do we just throw up our hands in despair? Do we quit? No. Solomon's message is not to candy-coat life, but to tell 

us that life doesn't need candy-coating. This life is unfair, but if you are a believer, this is not the last stop on your 

journey. And God wants us to enjoy the journey through this life. It may not make it shorter but it will make it seem like 

it is. He wants us to enjoy life and we please Him and we’re more enjoyable for those around us.  

  Life is a gift from God, filled with pleasures, beauty, and the precious presence of God overseeing it all. Life is smelly, 

noisy, cruel, and uncaring. How much more wonderful then is our God who can be seen through the darkness, felt in the 

cold, and embraced in the valley of the shadow of death! He triumphs over the darkest gloom and pain. How shall we 

then live? Joyfully! Because the wise person knows he’s not in control but he knows who is – Daddy – his Heavenly 

Father. In the final analysis God’s "time" and God’s plan (called "chance" by Solomon) win out—every time. If you’re 

wise, you’ll get this so that you’re not sidelined when the tough times come, so you don’t go looking for answers when 

there aren’t any.  

  There’s a heretical sect in contemporary Christianity who promise that if you’re a good Christian, you’ll experience 

good health, financial prosperity, and happiness. Your marriage will flourish, your kids all get A’s and get married and 

have no problems. You won’t get sick. You’ll live long and prosper. It’s a Christian version of Napoleon Dynamite’s 

campaign promise:  If you elect me, all of your wildest dreams will come true! 

  The Bible doesn’t teach that. As a pastor I’ve seen horrible things happen to really good people for no apparent reason. 

We must stop being surprised by pain and suffering. Wise people live under the providence and within the will of God. 

They know when life appears out of control, our Heavenly Father is always in control. He really does have the whole 

world in His hands.  

 

2. A wise person knows that popularity is fickle. In May of 1940, as the Nazis are goose stepping all over Europe. 

France was occupied by the Nazis who were preparing to invade England. German bombers were making raids over 

England’s skies day and night. In England’s darkest hour, Sir Winston Churchill was asked by the King to become Prime 

Minister. He saw England through the war, with all of its terrors, inspired the British people and the world with his 

famous bulldog determination. Ultimately, Hitler was defeated. After all that, in the middle of the final wartime 

conference, held in Potsdam, Germany, Churchill learned that the British electorate had voted him out of office, just 

seven weeks after Germany had been defeated and Europe freed. After his defeat, his wife, Clementine told him, "It may 



well be a blessing in disguise" to which Churchill replied, "At the moment it seems quite effectively disguised." A wise 

person knows that popularity is fickle.  

  You can go from hero to zero overnight. Here Solomon shares a little parable—almost a fairy tale—to make his point, 

Look at 9:13-16. 

  Once upon a time, he tells us, a great army was smashing its way through the countryside. It found in its path a small, 

unassuming town. The town wasn't worth taking a detour around; burning through it’d be child's play. The army 

surrounded the town, placed it under siege, deployed all its heavy artillery, and sent in messenger to demand surrender 

and the spoils of war. The terrified little village was in need of a few good men, but this was a single-stoplight-and-

convenience-store kind of town. There didn’t have an army. Barney Fife was the sheriff. But there was a one poor guy. 

He was homeless, just a beggar. Someone everyone had seen but no one had noticed. Yet, he had some spark of hidden 

genius just waiting for its special moment. This pauper showed up at the city council meeting with an out of the box idea 

that saved the day. His stroke of genius ended the siege and sent the attackers packing. 

  Wouldn't you expect that little man to be rewarded, made a hero, get a ticker tape parade, have the keys of the city 

presented to him, even a few books written about him? You'd think the town would place his statue in the town square 

and that he'd never go hungry again. But somehow, in the midst of the big celebration, all the medals are handed out to 

the clueless characters that carried out his plan, while the poor bum is overlooked. The next week he's back on the street, 

begging for bread as the "heroes" walk by, followed by adoring fans. They don't even stop to throw a nickel in his cup. 

  Life is unfair. People have short memories. Even in a church, often those who do the most heavy lifting get the least 

credit. We say we have no heroes, but we have a million unsung ones like the little man in the town. In the end, we don't 

value wisdom very highly or appreciate the people who deserve the credit. Many of us have experienced this painful 

truth. Solomon warns us, "Get used to it. Life takes what you have to give, forgets all about you, and moves on."  

  I appreciate the words of one writer, “This parable is not a moral tale to show what people should do. It is a cautionary 

tale to show what they are like.” People are like Dory in Finding Nemo; they have very short memories.  

  Wisdom is often unrewarded because of negligence. If you’re the wise person, prepare yourself for disappointment 

because it’s going to come. Yes, work as hard as you can for the best interest of others, but never work for favor, 

applause, or reward. Never let the praise of people be your motivation to action. Humanity's approval is a hollow, 

temporary reward. Instead, use the wisdom that God has entrusted to you to please an audience of One.  

  A sad truth of human nature is that often those you help the most will appreciate it the least. Some you help may even 

become your enemies. Yet, continue to do right regardless of their actions or attitudes because the Day is coming when 

God will balance the books and make known the truth in every detail. On that day, all that will matter is God's approval.  

 

3. A wise person knows that little things matter, 9:17—10:1. Waiter! There’s a dead fly in my soup. Yes, I know! It 

never learned to swim. Waiter! What is that fly doing in my soup? It looks as if it is swimming on the back. Waiter, 

there’s a fly in my soup. Nonsense, that’s a raisin. Waiter, the raisin just flew away. I wonder if this proverb, “Dead flies 

make the perfumer's ointment give off a stench” was the origin of fly in the soup jokes.  

  Imagine yourself enjoying a delicious meal at Red Lobster. You’re enjoying your clam chowder and look down to see a 

cockroach with its antennas and feelers swimming in your soup? Can you continue to enjoying your meal with such a 

picture tattooed on your brain? A wise person knows that little things matter.  

  Though he was a switch hitter, was the all-time Major League leader in hits, games played, at-bats and outs. Though he 

won three World Series rings, it’s not how he’s remembered. (Picture of Pete Rose)  

  Though he got us out of Vietnam, opened the door for trade with China, though during his presidency Apollo 11 landed 

on the moon and man took his first step, that’s not how he’s remembered. (Picture of President Nixon).  

  Though she had her own cooking show and was the author of five cookbooks. Though she’s the owner and operator of 

her own restaurant, The Lady & Sons in Savannah, GA, that’s probably not how she’ll be remembered. (Picture of 

Paula Deen). A wise person knows that little things matter.  

  How many lives have been ruined by a little passion? How many marriages have been scarred by an angry word 

slipping out? Many of you can remember that hurtful word, that painful nickname that was said to you like it was this 

morning when it was really decades ago.   

  Flies are insignificant creatures in the overall scheme of things. A perfumer’s oil, on the other hand, is a very costly 

substance created with care and skill. Still the insignificant can spoil the valuable.  

  Solomon adds that “The words of the wise heard in quiet are better than the shouting of a ruler among fools” (9:17). 

Ours is a loud culture. Those who scream loudest seem to be in the right. That’s not necessarily true. Solomon says 

raising your voice to get your way is folly. When life gets out of control many of us raise our voices. How many of you 

try to take control of your family or a situation at work by raising your voice? That’s dumb.  



  The irony is that when we raise our voice to gain control, we end up losing control. Quiet words of wisdom are much 

more effective and far less destructive. It only takes one rash word, one rude remark, one hasty decision, one foolish 

pleasure, or one angry outburst to spoil everything. 

  Fools tend to be loud; the wise tend to be quiet. Big mouths work through the media. They’re speaking through 

technological amplification. They can reach an audience with their folly that was previously completely unheard of. But 

just because they’re loud, doesn’t mean they have something to say or worth hearing. It may be a group or what someone 

has dubbed “mobocracy.” Because a group is loud, doesn’t mean they’re right, or wise.  

  Wise people don’t yell, or scream, and kick, and fight. They wait to see if you’re listening. If you are, they’ll teach you. 

If you don’t have ears to hear, they’re not going to waste their time and energy. That’s why a humble, teachable spirit is 

the most important thing for wisdom. If you won’t listen, the people who are wise and know what they’re talking about 

probably won’t say anything. Why should they? 

 

4. A wise person knows that right thinking and words are critical, 10:2-3. This isn’t a political statement though I’m 

surprised some politician hasn’t used it. In ancient Israel the right hand was the place of strength, skill, favor, and 

blessing. The left hand was considered the place of evil or weakness. The right hand was used to convey blessing, like 

the time that Jacob crossed his arms to place his right hand on Ephraim's head and thus give him the greater blessing 

(Gen. 48:13-20). The right hand was associated with authority, which is why Jesus sits on the right hand of the Father. 

Given this background, it’s not surprising that at the final judgment, the sheep will be on the right, but the goats will be 

on the left (Matt. 25:31-33).  

  Our English word sinister comes from a Latin word that means “on the left hand.” It’s why people say, “I can beat you 

left-handed.” It means I can beat you with my unskilled hand. This means that a wise man does the “right” thing while 

the fool does the “left” or wrong thing. The fool is on the left because he’s going the wrong direction. He moves toward 

temptation rather than away from it. He knows the path of sin and folly.  

  Which direction are you going in life? Are you moving toward temptation or away from evil? Are you moving the right 

way in discipleship or falling away spiritually? Are you drawing closer to the people of God or following a sinful, dying 

world? The fool goes this way because his heart leans in the wrong direction. The heart is the core of our being, the 

inside part of every person that either loves or doesn’t love God. It’s our thinking. Everything in life follows the heart. 

The wise man goes the right way because his heart leans the right way. The wicked man's heart leans in the opposite 

direction, which is where he ends up going.  

  Many people want to know which way to go in life. They’re looking for direction. The place to start is by making sure 

that our heart is in the right place — or at least that it’s leaning in the right direction — because if it is, we’ll end up in 

the right place on the right road. But the fool is on the wrong road, but sadly, he does not even realize it.  

  According to verse 3, “Even when the fool walks on the road, he lacks sense, and he says to everyone that he is a fool.” 

There are at least two ways to interpret this phrase, “he says to everyone that he is a fool.” One is to take it literally; in 

which case the fool is busy telling other people that he’s a fool. Maybe he’s not saying that he himself is a fool, but 

rather that everyone else is foolish. That’s usually what fools believe, that they alone are wise and everyone else is an 

idiot (which is a very foolish thing to think!). The Bible teaches that people who arrogant, who think they are always 

right are fools.  

  Then, it’s possible this should be taken metaphorically. The fool doesn’t literally "say" he’s a fool, yet that’s exactly 

what his words and actions communicate. He (or she) has such an obvious lack of spiritual good sense that his (or her) 

folly is evident to everyone.  

  The application is simple: Don't be a fool! Choose to be wise! Be the kind of person who listens to constructive 

criticism, to what godly people are saying. Fools erupt with anger every time something goes wrong. Be wise. Turn your 

heart toward God, ask Him for grace to go the right way rather than the wrong way — His way rather than your own 

way. 

  The world is full of fools. Don’t marry them. Don’t go into business with them. Don’t pledge your undying friendship 

to them. Don’t even hang around them. Yes, love them. Pray for them. Help them.  

  Many of you are linked up, in one way or another, with a fool who keeps stinking up your life. The problem is, it 

doesn’t matter what you say or how you help or what you seek to do, they never learn. They don’t pay attention. They’re 

not listening. They’re going to do what they’re going to do. That’s just the way it is. Many of the people that complicate 

your life are fools. You may be stuck with fools but don’t let them turn you into one.    

 

5. A wise person knows how to prioritize values, 10:4-7. Verse 4 is extremely practical, “If the anger of the ruler rises 

against you, do not leave your place, for calmness will lay great offenses to rest.” That could save your job this week. 

Solomon says, “When your boss gets angry at you, let it go. Never let one person’s actions determine your reaction. 



Keep your cool and maintain your composure.” It’s important to note the phrase “do not abandon your position.” I’ve 

worked for some difficult people. Most of us have. The tendency is to want to quit. I’ve got news for you – difficult 

people are everywhere. You can’t escape them. And if you do, the fools will always find you. There will always be some 

people who are hard to work with and live with. They may be in your family, work, school, neighborhood, or even your 

church. It’s easy to get angry and frustrated with them. It’s natural to wish they weren’t a part of your life.  

  Life without them would be so much easier. But we’d be spiritually flabby. Because of them we’re forced to grow in 

areas that’d otherwise remain undeveloped for God. We must stop praying, “Lord, get me out of this mess” and instead 

pray, “Lord, what do you want me to get out of this mess?” As Rudyard Kipling said, “If you can keep your head when 

all about you, are losing theirs and blaming it on you...you'll be a Man my son!” Life’s heat is how we grow and 

toughen up spiritually.  

  “There is an evil I have seen under the sun, like an error which goes forth from the ruler—folly is set in many exalted 

places while rich men sit in humble places. I have seen slaves riding on horses and princes walking like slaves on the 

land” (vss. 5-7). In life, role reversal frequently occurs. It’s the Peter Principal. Those who work hard and have abilities, 

lose their positions to less competent and qualified people. This is especially true in our society.  

  A hundred years ago, the respected individuals were doctors and scientists, even lawyers and pastors were respected. 

Now, you can’t turn on the TV without finding out what’s new with Kim Kardashian, Paris Hilton, Kanye West, or 

Charlie Sheen. They’re all over the media and they’re fools. The idiots are in the limelight. The reason we have a dimwit 

culture is that those are our role models. When People magazine presents its annual list of the most admired people, how 

many are noted for their wisdom? A society’s heroes measure its values. In our celebrity-crazed culture, we honor those 

in the entertainment field above all others. No other industry has more awards ceremonies. When popular movies are The 

Hangover Part III, The Croods or We’re the Millers, wisdom isn’t exactly predominant.  

  The blunder of human government is that rather than putting qualified individuals into places of leadership, a new 

leader will put his inept cronies and family members in places of leadership. The same thing happens in corporate 

America. The outcome is that the world is run by the foolish. But hear me and hear well, the wise will not run from them.  

  Mark Driscoll, in his Mark Driscoll way paraphrased these verses, “The idiots are in charge.” It’s not hard to 

determine whether or not a country is being run by fools. When a society celebrates immorality, perpetuates wrongful 

violence, punishes righteousness, denies the authority of God, or persecutes His people, we can be certain that the fools 

are in the driver’s seat.   

  In the ancient world those in charge would ride on horses and their servants would walk beside them. Logically, the 

wise should be the ones on the horses, not the fools. But in reality everything is backwards. The fools are on horses; the 

wise are walking. Actually he says the rich and the princes are walking, but he’s using the notion of “rich” and “princes” 

in a different way than we think. He’s not speaking of social class; he’s talking about competence, wisdom and ability. 

The rich have already proven themselves in business; princes had already been trained for war. They have proven 

wisdom. Therefore, the wise belong in positions of leadership, not babbling fools. But in this world under the sun, 

everything seems backwards.  

  You may work for a fool. You may live with a fool. Too often we are governed by fools. So how are we to respond in a 

wise way and in way that glorifies God? We’re to be like Jesus. He left us an example. “When He was reviled, He did 

not revile in return; when He suffered, He did not threaten, but continued entrusting himself to Him who judges justly” 

(1 Peter 2:23).  

  Mr. T from the A-Team used to say, “I pity the foo’.” He pitied the fool because he was going to give the fool a 

pounding. Not us; we need to pity those who suffer under the leadership of a fool. But sometimes we’re called to suffer 

from the fool, while trusting God and we can do that wisely by God’s grace.  

 

Conclusion: So are you wise or are you a fool? Years ago I went to see a doctor for some issue, (I don’t remember what 

it was) and in the consultation he said to me, “Well, you are f-a-t!” Do you know what I did? I changed doctors. It ticked 

me off.  

  That was foolish. I needed to change my lifestyle. Too often when confronted with God’s truth that we’re living 

foolishly, we stop listening or even change churches or pastors. Those aren’t what need to change.  

  As we tie this up, let me share the greatest folly – to be a fool because you don’t know Jesus Christ. The ultimate folly 

is living life without God. We’ll never be wise unless we trust in God rather than our wisdom. So the first thing we need 

to do is to give our lives to Jesus Christ. This means asking Him to be our Savior, praying He’ll forgive our sins by the 

blood that He shed on the cross. It means submitting to Him as our Lord, offering our whole lives for His service. This is 

the wisest thing that anyone can do. 

  One way to see the wisdom of Jesus is to see how perfectly He illustrates the story that Solomon told about a city saved 

by wisdom. The story is a fair analogy for Christ’s saving work. Jesus was poor, homeless and destitute. Therefore, He 



was totally dependent on God the Father for His daily bread. Jesus was also wiser than anyone has even been. By His 

wisdom Jesus delivered the lost city of fallen humanity. The devil was coming against that city with all the powers of 

Hell. But Jesus delivered us, all by Himself. How did He do it? He did it through something that seemed very foolish at 

the time but actually turned out to be wise for salvation. Jesus saved our city by dying on the cross and then rising again. 

  Giving our lives to Jesus Christ, in all His wisdom, is the wisest decision we can ever make. Now our future is totally 

secure. We know for certain that when we die, we’ll go to Heaven. We also know that whatever happens in life, we have 

a loving Savior who’ll be with us to help us and care for us. Time and chance may happen to all, but they also happen to 

be under God's control. When we trust Him, we know that our lives are kept safe in the hands of our Savior, which is by 

far the wisest place for us to be.  

  Once we do give our lives to Christ, there are many other things that it’s is wise for us to do, continually and habitually. 

They’re wise things to do. So as a wise tool for self-examination, consider which items from the following list are the 

most important for you to hear and obey: 

  It is wise for us to be thankful. When trouble overtakes us — when we lose the race we thought we were fast enough to 

win or the battle we thought we were strong enough to fight — it’s easy to get discouraged. Things may not be going 

very well at home, at school, or at work. But if we’re wise, we’ll remember to celebrate God's blessings every day. We’ll 

thank God with joy for the basic provision of our daily bread, for the blessing of our brothers and sisters in Christ, for the 

beautiful world that He’s made, and for all the benefits that we have in Jesus. Either we can go through life grumbling or 

angry (which never changes anything and only adds to our unhappiness) or we can accept whatever God decides to do 

(or not to do). 

  It is wise for us to be prayerful. This is wise because God loves to answer godly prayer. If there are things we truly 

need, we should go to God and ask for them. Prayer is wise because it helps to remind us who’s in charge. God is in 

charge, so we come humbly to Him asking rather than dictating. Prayer also gives us something to do with our worry. 

God doesn’t want us to be anxious about anything but to trust Him for everything (Phil. 4:6). Prayer teaches us to be 

humble, which is another important part of wisdom. Rather than putting confidence in our own abilities, whether 

physical or intellectual, the vagaries of time and chance should teach us not to think too highly of ourselves but to let 

God use our talents however He wants them to be used. 

  It is wise for us to be generous. It’s tempting to want to hold on to everything we have. But God has promised to bless 

the cheerful giver (2 Cor. 9:7). If we feel uncertain about the future, we should give more of our stuff and more of 

ourselves away for kingdom work, because only what is done for Jesus will last.  

  It is wise for us to be hopeful. As we do this, we of all people ought to be hopeful. Despite our best efforts, we can’t 

control what happens. If we’re wise, we’ll put our confidence in the God who knows the future. We’ll remind ourselves, 

again and again, that Jesus is coming soon. We may not know our time, but we do know Jesus, which means that we 

know what will happen to us at the end of the world: our wise Savior will deliver us from all our troubles. All of this 

helps us to know how to handle life's setbacks and live with life's uncertainties.  

  If we’re wise, we’ll ask God for grace to live thankfully – thankful for our many blessings, content with what we 

have, prayerful about every difficulty, faithful in doing God's work, and hopeful about the future.  
  Though we don’t know how much time we have, we’ll use our time wisely, taking every chance we have as an 

opportunity to trust in Jesus and live for Him. That’s what wise people do. The question is: Will you and I choose by 

God’s grace to be wise?  


