
Are You Foolproof?                                                   Ecclesiastes 10:8-20                                                                                                                              

What’s the Point!?!                                            Sermon 15 

 

The other day I dropped $40 in minutes at Wal-mart – I bought five child proof products. Some of this stuff is pretty 

ingenious. I’d never seen covers for your deadbolt lock. Of course, there are drawer and cabinet latches, as well as outlet 

covers. Stove knob covers were new for me. But the one that was really new for me was the toilet lock. Is it to keep the 

kids out or…to keep them from dropping things in?  

  Apparently, kids are a lot more creative than we think? (Youtube clip of kids opening child proof locks). In fact, this 

almost seemed like a better way to childproof (Youtube clip of dog shutting drawer).  

  Most of us are familiar with childproofing. That’s a brief stage of life. But how do you Foolproof your life? That’s a 

stage you never quite grow past. Take these real 911 calls for example (Youtube clip of bad 911 calls).  

  So how do you Foolproof your life? Last weekend we began working through Ecclesiastes 9 and 10 and today we’re 

going to finish the second half of chapter 10. Solomon’s theme is the contrast between wisdom and foolishness. That’s a 

primary subject in Ecclesiastes and in all the wisdom literature in the Old Testament.  

  There’s a seemingly infinite number of ways we can categorize people: rich-poor, black-white, young-old, tall-short, 

Republican-Democrat, employed-unemployed. God classifies humanity into two categories: Wise and foolish. Please 

turn to Ecclesiastes 10:8-20 (p. 558).  

  Most of us like to think that we’re pretty smart or “wise.” We’re not as wise as we think we are. I know I’m not. Some 

of us are fools. And if we’re honest with ourselves and humble before God, we must confess we’re not always wise in 

what we do or say, what we do with our money, or how we respond to temptation. We’re prone to make foolish 

comments, unwise expenditures, and just lamebrain decisions. Yet, if we want to grow wiser, we start by admitting our 

folly. Then, we need to ask God for wisdom. Only then will we be ready to grow in the wisdom of God. 

  In Ecclesiastes God invites us to become wise. Solomon has been showing us the difference between wisdom and folly 

in daily life, helping us in the many practical situations where wisdom is required. In this passage he continues in on the 

same track, teaching us about how to be wise in critical aspects of our lives, from our work to our words.  

  I don’t want to be a foolish, do you? By God’s grace and His Spirit working in my life, I want to be wise. In these 13 

verses the Holy Spirit provides us with some important warning labels by which to evaluate our lives to evaluate if 

we’re wise and to encourage us to move toward wisdom if we’re not.  
1. Wise individuals are prepared. The other day I stopped at Kwik Trip for some half & half and realized I’d left my 

wallet at home. Fortunately, I had enough change to pay for it. Then, Dave Thompson came by church to load up some 

items for David K’s wedding. I was helping him and I let the back door slam with my keys on the wrong side. I wasn’t 

prepared.  

  I’ll never forget one of my bigger dingbat moments some years ago. What’s the one thing a roofer needs? A ladder. A 

couple of us were doing a small job on a Saturday. We loaded up the truck with all of our tools and materials, got to the 

job site on the other side of town…and there realized that we’d left the ladder back at the shop. Not one of my more 

stellar moments.  

  Solomon tells us that a wise person is prepared. He looks ahead, verses 8-11. Wise individuals use their grey matter and 

peer down the road. The person we label accident prone usually has himself to blame. He should have known. He should 

have taken care. He should have prepared.  

  A few years back the book, Working Smart by Michael Leboeuf, was all the rage in management circles. Leboeuf 

demonstrated that the key to better production isn't longer hours but more effective ones. We all know the truth of that 

proposition, that it’s not so much about working harder but smarter. There's no substitute for putting in the time, but it 

doesn't mean much if you're not working wisely. It’s vital to work smart.  

  Solomon’s examples here could be dubbed “Working Dumb.” He paints a slightly amusing picture of the ignorant and 

ineffective laborer with five short takes of the errors we all make on the job. Note that these are normal activities that 

become dangerous, deadly, because of a lack of preparation.  

  The pit refers to a trap for animals. Back then hunters would dig a pit and camouflage it with a net, probably covering 

it with leaves or brush. But if the hunter didn’t pay careful attention to where he’d dug his pits, he could easily fall into 

one himself and get hurt or die.  

  Walls were used to mark property boundaries, “a serpent will bite him who breaks through a wall.” Even today in 

Israel there are low stone fences built around orchards and vineyards. When a farmer wishes to move such a wall, he 

must be very careful. Small poisonous snakes often nest in the cracks between these rocks. If the farmer is in a hurry and 

not careful, he can easily be bitten and die. A little folly can result in death. 

  When we were in Tennessee a few weeks ago, Jane and I went hiking. I was keeping my eyes peeled for copperheads. 

After our trek, I was talking to a park ranger who shared with me that the copperheads hang out around the garbage cans 



because that’s where the mice scavenge. Copperheads hang out where the food is. The moral of the story: when you’re 

hiking down South, throw your garbage on the ground, it’s safer (just kidding). Wise people, who work where there are 

snakes or other dangers, are careful. They’re prepared.  

  Israel has an abundance of stones. People would dig out big rocks and use them for building their homes. The area is 

hilly and particularly on the hillsides, this could be dangerous work. One could easily be hurt by a rolling stone or by 

dropping it on one's foot. Log splitters had to be careful. A log could roll on him, or a splinter of wood could hit and 

damage his eye. Little mistakes can cause serious injuries.  

  “If the iron is blunt, and one does not sharpen the edge, he must use more strength.” Woodcutters know it’s hard to 

chop wood with a dull ax. It takes a lot more effort to get the job done. “But wisdom helps one to succeed.” A wise 

woodcutter sharpens his ax before he starts to work. Wisdom will help him to succeed. 

  “If the serpent bites before it is charmed, there is no advantage to the charmer.” Snake charming is still an occupation 

in that part of the world. If a snake charmer is rushed and starts handling the snake before it’s charmed, he’ll get bit and 

maybe die. Or, his customer will get bit and he won’t get paid. But if he’s wise, he’ll make sure the snake is charmed 

before he handles it.  

  Wise people prepare and it protects them, and that’s Solomon’s point. It’s why later today some of you will gas up your 

car before the work week starts. You’ll set out your clothes for Monday morning. You’ll make sure your lunch is packed 

or that you have lunch money. It’s why you do a computer backup. You want to be prepared.  

  Do you want a surgeon who’s a “natural” or one who went to medical school and prepared? How about your mechanic? 

Your tax preparer?  

  All of which makes Solomon's point. Before using your hands, use your head. The best power tool you own is the one 

whirring away between your ears. We must learn to use that wonderful thing called "common sense," although it seems 

more and more uncommon. Wisdom in work means planning and preparing ahead…being proactive not reactive. Some 

people do this when it comes to living, yet very few do it when it comes to life.  

  If people prepared, they’d study marriage before they got married, and they’d be a continual student throughout 

marriage. Marriage before children is very different from marriage with children. Marriage with teens is different from 

marriage with an empty nest. We’ll go to work seminars to learn how to make more money, yet few of us will read a 

book or attend a conference on how to be a better spouse or parent.  

  Wise people prepare. They’ve got a plan. That’s smart. That’s wise. You wouldn’t go to work without breakfast, so 

why do you rush out the door without getting your batteries charged spiritually? Read your Bible, pray and ask God for 

wisdom and to guide you. Many of you come home and you’ve had a rotten day. It was the pits. You weren’t spiritually 

prepared for it. You were dead meat before you got your first cup of coffee.  

  And if we prepare for work, shouldn’t we prepare for worship? Have you read the passage we’re studying? Did you ask 

the Spirit to speak to you, to work in your heart? Did you go to bed at a decent hour? Did you give yourself enough time 

to get here so you didn’t white knuckle it and have your kids watch for speed traps? That way, you can get a cup of 

coffee, a few cookies, then find a seat and settle in. Wise individuals are prepared.  

 

2. Wise individuals are careful with their words. On a gray slate tombstone on a windswept hill in an English country 

churchyard you’ll find this epitaph:  

Beneath this stone, 

a lump of clay, 

Lies Arabella Young, 

Who, on the twenty-fourth of May, 

Began to hold her tongue. 

  Unfortunately, Arabella Young began to hold her tongue a bit too late. Eventually, all wisdom literature when 

discussing foolishness gets around to discussing the power, potential and poison of the tongue.  

  Remember Karen Carpenter? She died unexpectedly of heart failure when she was only thirty-two. Her death was 

brought on by years of self abuse from Anorexia. A major factor that contributed to her tragic death was Karen's 

obsession with weight control. She’d been wounded by words. It seems a reviewer once called her “Richard's chubby 

sister.” Lord, please help us to know the power of our words! Someone noted, “Nothing is more frequently opened by 

mistake than the human mouth.” Look at verses 12-14.  

  a. A wise person speaks gracious words. “The words of a wise man's mouth win him favor” (vs. 12). The word "favor" 

is the Hebrew word for "grace,” favor that’s undeserved. Wise words show this kind of grace to other people. They’re 

messages of blessing. The point is not that wise speech will get us something from other people (namely, their favor) but 

they’ll enable us to give something to other people (the gracious love of God). The NASV renders this, “words from the 

mouth of a wise man are gracious.”  



  b. A wise person speaks reasonable words. His words are the opposite of a fool, “The beginning of the words of his 

mouth is foolishness, and the end of his talk is evil madness” (vs. 13). The fool is nuts. What he says doesn’t make sense. 

The more he talks, the crazier it becomes. He’d be better off shutting his mouth because his words only confirm he’s an 

idiot (5:3).  

  You know people like that. They have a comment on nearly every subject, and the pontificate as if they’re an expert on 

every subject. Jewish writer, Shalom Aleichem, said, “You can tell when a fool speaks: he grinds much and produces 

little.”  

  c. A wise person speaks controlled words. The fool is "full of words" without realizing that he’s saying nothing. “When 

words are many, transgression is not lacking, but whoever restrains his lips is prudent” (Prov. 10:19). The wise person 

is one who controls his or her tongue (James 3:1-2).  

  d. A wise person speaks humble words. Fools’ words are arrogant and presumptuous, “though no man knows what is to 

be, and who can tell him what will be after him?” (vs. 14b). Foolish people talk about the future as  if they either know 

all about it or are in control of what will happen. “Do not boast about tomorrow, for you do not know what a day may 

bring” (Prov. 27:1). Several times now Solomon has emphasized man's ignorance of the future, a truth that wise people 

receive but fools reject. Wise individuals give God the credit and know He’s in control of their tomorrows and they’re 

not.   

  If you’re a person of wise, careful, gracious words – you’ll be unusual. But shouldn’t a Christian be unusual, 

particularly in their words? Those who are wise, guard their speech very carefully. Nor will we let foolish words go 

uncorrected when they come from the lips of our children.  

  Dr. Paul Tripp offers some wise counsel in his book War of Words, a practical guide to knowing the difference between 

wise and foolish speech. Here’s his list of questions for self-examination: “Listen to the talk that goes on in your home. 

How much of it is impatient and unkind? How often are words spoken out of selfishness and personal desire? How easily 

do outbursts of anger occur? How often do we bring up past wrongs? How do we fail to communicate hope? How do we 

fail to protect? How often do our words carry threats that we have ‘had it’ and are about to quit? Stop and listen, and 

you will see how much we need to hold our talk to this standard of love, and how often the truth we profess to speak has 

been distorted by our sin.” Most of us rarely regret things that we don’t say.  

  Robert Webber, long time theology professor at Wheaton College, grew up on the mission field, where his parents 

served with Africa Inland Mission. Once, on furlough, his family settled in Montgomery, Pennsylvania, in a small home 

near a farm. Robert was nine and he loved blackberries. One day he grabbed a bucket and started picking from the 

nearby bushes. Without thinking, he strayed onto their neighbor's property and started picking the farmer's crop. 

Suddenly, the neighbor burst out the front door, waving his fist. "Get out of my field!" he shouted. "And don't let me 

catch you on my property ever again! Do you understand me?" Robert was terrified and quickly ran to tell his father. Mr. 

Webber said, "Give me that pail of blackberries. We're going next-door to talk to that man." So the two of them marched 

across the yard, and Robert was thinking to himself, “Good. My dad will show him a thing or two!” "Mr. Farmer," said 

Robert's dad, "I'm sorry my son was on your property. Here, I want you to have these blackberries." The neighbor was 

completely disarmed. "Hey," he said, "I'm sorry I yelled at the boy. I don't want the blackberries. I don't even like 

blackberries. You keep them. And you can pick all the berries you want from my field." “The words of a wise man's 

mouth win him favor…”  

   

3. Wise individuals are sensible, vs. 15. “The toil of a fool wearies him,    for he does not know the way to the city.” 

That’s a diplomatic ways of saying that he’s stupid. Getting lost on a country road was one thing but cities are big and 

the roads to a city were well marked. He’s not even sensible enough to follow the roads to the city. But the wise are 

sensible and competent.  

  This doesn't mean someone is a fool because they're intellectually defective. Fools can be very bright. I've met fools 

with impressive graduate degrees. Folly has nothing to do with IQ but it has everything to do with stupidity! To quote 

Macbeth: “A tale told by an idiot, full of sound and fury, signifying nothing.” The picture begins to emerge of a man who 

makes things needlessly difficult for himself and for others by his stupidity.  

  Where do you work? I guarantee you that right now, somewhere…there are three guys in a boat, fishing with light beer 

between their legs complaining that they could solve all of your company’s problems if they were in charge. Billy Joe, 

Bobby Joe and Freddie Joe, have all the answers. “Well, I’d do a better job than that guy from Harvard. What’s he 

know?” How to read, I mean, he’s got advantages. Many of us think we could do the job better than the ones in charge. 

The obvious question is: So why aren’t we in charge then? Many of us think we could do the job. “If I was president of 

this company, it’d go better.” Really? The guy who can’t find his car keys; the guy who can’t balance his checkbook, 

he’s going to run the company. “Yep, I could do it.” No. We live in a world run by fools. Wise individuals are sensible. 

They have what used to be called common sense.  



  Let me share some examples of fools running our world. You can’t have pornography accessible to everyone 

everywhere without having a crisis of sex crimes and pedophilia. Think of it this way. If donuts and potato chips were 

free and as easily accessible as pornography, what do you think would happen? Most people would turn it down and look 

for carrots and celery? I don’t think so. So we’re surprised there are so many perverts. That’s dumb.  

  You can’t demand that everyone has their “rights” without a conflict of “rights.” True story. Cinnamon Heathcote-

Drury, is a British journalist and an ardent feminist. She’s at the grocery store and saw a woman in a hijab loading a 

large number of groceries onto the store conveyor belt at check out. She begins fuming with her feminist ire because this 

Muslim woman's husband is idly standing by doing nothing to help his overworked wife load the groceries. Finally, Ms. 

Drury can’t take it anymore. She has to say something. So she brusquely confronts this husband, telling him that his wife 

needs help loading the groceries. Then, she pushes past him and starts helping the hijab-clad woman herself. But neither 

the Muslim man or his wife appreciate the "social lesson" the journalist thought to teach them. The wife kicks her in the 

shin and hit her on the cheek. Then they proceeded to charge her with racism and had her arrested for a "hate crime.” 

When everyone has rights, ultimately no one has rights.   

  One more, you can’t teach people they’re the human animal and that they came from animals without expecting them to 

start acting like…animals. Doesn’t that explain much of our escalating violent crime rate? Wise individuals don’t think 

like that. Wise individuals are sensible.  

 

4. Wise individuals are mature. Last week former Congressman, Jesse Jackson Jr., was sentenced to federal prison for 

misusing $750,000 of his campaign funds. But while he’s spending money on Rolexes, furs and cashmere, vacations, 

two mounted elk heads and memorabilia ranging from a Michael Jackson fedora to an Eddie Van Halen guitar, his 

district has some of the most impoverished places in the country. With a median household income of just $17,500, less 

than 42% of the national average, and is home to more single mothers per capita than anyplace else in the country. No 

wonder Solomon writes, “Woe to you, O land, when your king is a child, and your princes feast in the morning! Happy 

are you, O land, when your king is the son of the nobility, and your princes feast at the proper time, for strength, and not 

for drunkenness!” (vss. 16-17). These verses speak of a national disaster, a nation governed by kids. Nations, companies 

need mature leaders.  

  Character matters. We’ve been fed a lie. If a leader’s spouse can’t trust them to keep the most sacred promise of fidelity 

in marriage, how can their constituents trust them? “Everybody is doing it” is a crock. Leaders are to be examples, role 

models, mature.  

  The Message translates this, “Unlucky the land whose king is a young pup, And whose princes party all night.” This is 

a leader behaving like a Junior higher. Now the word “child” could indicate the ruler is a youngster, like a boy king. But 

to show how much trouble a country can get into when it lacks mature leadership, Solomon describes a kingly court 

where immature, undisciplined princes feast and party every morning. He’s not talking about having a hearty breakfast; 

he’s talking about a royal banquet that includes enough alcohol to get wasted. Instead of getting up in the morning to 

work, to improve and defend their country, these princes lounge about in a drunken stupor. They’re always hung over 

because they never stop partying.  

  There is a notable example of this back in a day when preachers of the Gospel still had a voice in the public square. 

Charles XII became the king of Sweden when he was only a teenager. He was a hellion. The wild behavior of King 

Charles and his friends included riding their horses through his grandmother's apartment, knocking people to the ground 

on the streets, and practicing firearms by shooting out the windows of the palace. In response, the leading preachers of 

Stockholm all agreed to preach from these verses, particularly Ecclesiastes 10:16, on the same Sunday, pronouncing woe 

on a land with a child for a king and princes that feasted in the morning.  

  There’s nothing wrong with a proper feast at the proper time for the proper purpose. Verse 17 praises courtiers who sit 

down to a good dinner and gain strength for their kingdom work. The king's table is supposed to be set with a royal feast. 

What the Bible consistently condemns is the kind of bad behavior described in verse 16: excessive feasting, especially in 

the morning when work should be taking place and there should be a focus on the affairs of State. Wise individuals are 

mature. They use their positions to benefit others, particularly those who serve under their leadership.   

 

5. Wise individuals are diligent, vs. 18-19. “Through sloth the roof sinks in,     and through indolence the house leaks. 

Bread is made for laughter, and wine gladdens life, and money answers everything.” Picture a guy sitting at home, can 

of beer in his hand, watching TV. He’s supposed to be working, taking care of things, providing for those for whom he is 

responsible. But the house is falling down all around him. The roof is leaking. Bills are stacking up. His beer belly is 

getting bigger. The decay is getting so bad his house will fall down on his head before he heads to Menards and then it 

will be too late.  



   John Gardner, author of Excellence, writes: “The society which scorns excellence in plumbing because plumbing is a 

humble activity and tolerates shoddiness in philosophy because it is an exalted activity will have neither good plumbing 

nor good philosophy. Neither its pipes nor its theories will hold water.” Solomon encourages diligence. Hard work and 

effort alone will not guarantee success but a lack of effort will certainly guarantee failure. 

  So what is it that you know you need to do this week that’s not done in your life? It will take you less than a few 

seconds to answer that question. Now that you know what it is, name it. Plan it. Schedule it. Do it. Whatever your hand 

finds to do, do it with all your might; because in the grave where you are going there is no planning, no foresight, and no 

work. You want to rest? You’ll have plenty of time to rest in the grave. Until then, stay busy doing what needs to be 

done. 

  But this guy isn’t doing that because he’s lazy. His world and life are falling apart and he’s off partying. Verse 19, 

“Bread is made for laughter, and wine gladdens life, and money answers everything.” This may have been a drinking 

song they’d sing at their feasts. They’re totally focused on the good times they can have for themselves. They like 

partying. They like their feasts and wine, if they only have enough money. Money meets every need so let the good times 

roll! The implication seems to be that the money that should have been spent on repairs was squandered on partying.  

  Are you like that? Do you think: “We don’t have any problems that more money wouldn’t solve.” How much is 

enough? Most of us are hypocrites. I know I am. I criticize our government for not going on a fiscal diet and making 

cuts, of not living within its means and yet I still find myself periodically thinking, “If I just had a little more money.” 

That’s not usually the problem. It’s either a lack of contentment on my part with what God has given me or a lack of 

faithfulness with what God has already entrusted to me.  

 

6. Wise individuals are discreet. Long before NSA was eavesdropping on our cell phones, some 3000 years before, 

Solomon was warning us to be discreet and wise. Verse 20, “Even in your thoughts, do not curse the king, nor in your 

bedroom curse the rich, for a bird of the air will carry your voice, or some winged creature tell the matter.” This is 

probably where that phrase, “a little bird told me” finds it origins. It’s a scene out of George Orwell’s 1984 with Big 

Brother watching and listening.   

  Solomon has unpacked a lot of mistreatment, misuse and abuse of power. When that happens, it’s tempting to become 

angry, bitter and highly critical. But does it do any good? Who does it really harm in the end? Me. 

  Several times a week I receive an email from a Christian friend who’s constantly having a meltdown over our some 

political situation. I fear he’s going to have a stroke. I’ve challenged him that the problem is not in Madison or DC, it’s 

in men’s hearts…but it’s like bullets over Superman.  

  Philip Ryken reminds us “Cursing political leaders is wrong in itself, but in addition to being wrong…our foolish 

criticisms may come back to haunt us.” In his book, Politics According to the Bible, Wayne Grudem reminds his readers 

that “The Bible teaches Christians to obey and honor the leaders of the nation in which they live.”  

  Spoken words can return to haunt the one who curses a king or a rich man. It’s the nature of fallen mankind to use 

tidbits of gossip to one's own advantage. Using a bird as the illustration implies the speed with which idle words can 

make their way to the ears of the slandered person. If he’s powerful, woe be to the speaker. The bottom line is that we 

need to be discreet, we need to be careful what we say -- period. Sam Rayburn said, “Among my most prized possessions 

are words that I have never spoken.”  

  Sooner or later what we say to one person will be repeated to another person, with varying degrees of accuracy. Once 

the words leave our mouths, we lose control over where they go. If the wrong word reaches the ear of the wrong person, 

there may be serious repercussions. It’s so easy to send a quick email or message, yet how difficult to undo the damage 

done by words that are personally insulting or sexually inappropriate. It’d be wiser not even to think such things, let 

alone say them, especially because God knows all our thoughts (Psalm 139:4). Solomon is reminding us a wise person 

doesn't say something in private that he wouldn't want someone to hear in public. I fear that all of us wish we’d make 

that a habitual pattern of life.  

  Zig Ziglar was playing golf with a young associate. At the beginning of the game, he looked at the youth with 

amusement. The kid was about six foot three and weighed about 220 pounds. He was uncomfortable as he approached 

the tee in an unorthodox way. He picked up his club, wiggled it a few times, laid it down, and then repeated he whole 

process. Zig whispered to someone nearby, "That young man’s obviously not a golfer." A moment later, the young man 

drove the ball about 240 yards right down the middle of the fairway. So much for Ziglar's opinion. After the young man 

hit the ball, he walked over to Zig, looked him in the eye, and said, "Mr. Ziglar, I heard what you said." Zig wanted to 

crawl under the fairway.  He wished he could evaporate into thin air. But the young man continued, "I heard what you 

said when you spoke in my hometown three years ago, and it completely changed my life. I want you to know, Mr. 

Ziglar, that it is an honor for me to even be on the same golf course with you." 



  Recounting that in his book Top Performance, Zig said he breathed a sigh of relief and made a new resolution that day 

to be far more careful in uttering his comments—especially negative ones—about another person.  

  We must guard our own tongues, not allowing them to be untamed, unkind, unwise, unreasonable, or unfaithful. Our 

language, like our labor, is a part of the "little things" that guide the well-being of our lives. 

 

Conclusion: So what can we learn? What are the take home truths? The biggest obstacle we have in being Foolproof, 

being truly wise – is often our own pride. Pride hinders and destroys us. That’s how even a lifetime of wisdom can be 

undone in a moment of folly. We need wisdom. But Solomon is giving us vital some warnings: Massive amounts of 

wisdom can be undone in a moment of weakness. What do we do with all of this? 

  * First, will you commit to pursuing wisdom? Particularly, would you commit in your life to reading God’s Word and 

allowing it to shape your life? Let’s do this together. Let’s commit to not just preaching it on weekends but digging 

through it all week long, in ABFs, small groups, in our families, and on our own. I want Scripture to reverberate in our 

church and in our lives. There’s no other source of wisdom that comes close in helping us understand who God is, who 

we are, and how to live in this world. It’s not unimportant. It’s not kind of important. It’s very important that we know, 

understand and apply God’s Word to our lives.  

  * Second, confront areas of folly that the Spirit had pointed out to you. Most of us are aware of an area of folly in our 

lives that has the potential of doing major damage in our lives. I don’t know what the area is in your life. I know that all 

of us have at least one. I don’t want to see your life destroyed.  

  So here’s what I’m going to ask you: Bring your secret sin into the open. Acknowledge it to God (He already knows). 

Secret sins are like mushrooms: they grow best in the dark. Don’t harbour them and don’t struggle alone. Bring it to 

Jesus. Then share it with a mature Christian friend who will pray for you and hold you accountable.  

  * Finally, look to Jesus. The solution is not to look more to ourselves and our own wisdom. The solution is to focus 

more on Jesus. We could state it this way: Sanctification is the daily hard work of going back to the reality of our 

justification–receiving Christ’s words, “It is finished” into new and deeper parts of our being very day, into our 

rebellious regions of unbelief. It’s going back to the certainty of our objectively secured pardon in Christ and hitting the 

refresh button a thousand times a day. As Luther so aptly put it, “To progress is always to begin again.” Real spiritual 

progress, in other words, requires a daily going backwards. 

  The way forward is actually always the way back to the Cross. Daily return to what Christ has done. Revel in His 

wisdom. Work His work into your life. Remind yourself of that every day and you’ll increasingly experience the 

scandalous freedom that Jesus paid so dearly to secure for you. You’ll grow wiser and wiser and be more and more 

Foolproof.  

  God wants us to be wise and has provided everything that we need. Will we turn to Him? Will we rely on the Spirit? 

Will we study and apply His Word?  


