
Go For it!                                                                                  Ecclesiastes 11:1-10 
What’s the Point!?!                                                Sermon 16 

 

 “Life is uncertain. Eat dessert first.” That’s the title of a book. It’s based on the story of a lady who loved desserts, but who, one day, put off eating her 

favorite treat until later that evening. There was only one problem – she was a passenger on the Titanic. In many ways, we’re all passengers on the Titanic. 

Some day each of our ships will sink, we just don’t know when. Yet, we act like our lives are like an ocean with no end.  

Solomon has spent the bulk of Ecclesiastes correcting that myth. He’s told us over and over again – life is short. It’s vanity. We’re dust in the wind. It’s like a 

vapor. And without God, our brief life is meaningless. Solomon has taken ten chapters to make his case, yet as he comes to the end of the book, he switches 

gears. Life is very brief but don’t bury it. You can’t hoard it, so Go for it!! This life isn’t a test. It’s not a dress rehearsal. You only have one opportunity, the 

briefest moment, so Go for it! That’s what Ecclesiastes 11 is about. It’s a siren call to Go for it! Turn to 11:1-10 (p. 559). If that’s what the Bible teaches, 

why don’t we? 

1.  Why don’t we go for it? The fear factor, fear is a major contaminant. Events like the terrorist bombing at the Boston Marathon, the shooting at the Navy 

Yards, contaminate our lives. Then, there’s the economy, the political situation and a million other sources of anxiety. We become like the man in the parable 

of our Scripture reading. We’re frightened so we bury our lives, just as he did with his one talent. He didn’t want to take any risks, so he lost all potential gain. 

Fear does that to us.  

Fear can lead us to apathy (who cares?), despair (is there any hope?) to reckless abandonment (I’m going to die anyway, so let’s just party!).  

Very few individuals actually enjoy life. If you asked most of them “Why?”, what they are waiting for to enjoy life, you’d probably get one of three answers. 

Some would say… 

  a. “I’m waiting until I have the things that I’ve always wanted. When that happens, then I’ll really start living.”Happiness is based on what they have – 

their possessions. It may be a house, a car, or some other toy. Many reason, “When I finally have those things, I’ll laugh at life and I’ll smile back at God.” 

But they won’t. Jesus said, “Take care, and be on your guard against all covetousness, for one's life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions” 

(Luke 12:15). In other words, even if you had all of the things that you ever wanted, you still wouldn’t have what life is all about. Still others answer… 

  b. “I’m waiting for a person who will fulfill my life.”Frequently, this is the answer when someone is unhappily single. Or, from the couple who is anxious 

to start a family. “We’re waiting until we have a baby.” This is even true for the unhappily employed and unemployed. “When I finally find someone who will 

hire me…” Or, “I’m waiting for my boss to retire.” You’ll hear it from the unhappily married, “I’m waiting for things to change at home; then I’ll be happy.” 

Some would even say that they’re waiting for a friend to come into their life and relieve their loneliness.   

The Bible continually warns us of the danger of trusting in “the arm of flesh” to bring us hope and happiness (Jeremiah 17:5). We can’t depend on people for 

our happiness. If you’re waiting on a human being to bring happiness into your life, you’re in for a long wait. That bus ain’t coming.  

  c. “I’m waiting until I’ve reached my goals and fulfilled my dreams.” Many think when I finally reach that stage…when I finally accomplish my plans. It 

might be owning your own business, making a million dollars, fulfilling an educational dream, going on that dream vacation. But however great the dream is, 

as much as it may keep us chugging away, it’s doubtful that it will bring satisfaction when we finally attain it.  

Some years ago, we had a man who attended Grace who was looking for his dream job. He kept switching companies and relocating his family. He never 

found his dream job. Ultimately, he decided it must be that his wife that was raining on his parade. So he divorced her and abandoned their children. As far as 

I know, he’s still looking for that pot of gold at the end of the rainbow but it’s not there. Spend a little time with those who “have it all,” and you’ll quickly 

find that “all” without God is never enough. But for those who know God, those who are living for Him…Solomon says, “pull out the stops…” Go for it!! 

That’s because… 

2. Life is an investment. Live by faith. Look at verses 1-2. Verse 1 doesn’t make any sense. If you throw bread on the water, what does it do? It sinks. It’s 

either eaten by fish or ducks, or disintegrates. You can’t go back after a week and find it again. It’s gone forever. So Solomon is using a metaphor but what’s 

he saying?  

  a. We’re to be generous. Do you picture a few crumbs here? No, this is full involvement. The picture is loaves upon loaves. But what do most of us do with 

bread? We go to the store. We check and make sure it’s fresh or we get it while it’s still warm. What do we do with it? We take it home and put it in the 

freezer so it doesn’t mold. We’re hoarders. How often, do we buy something though just so we can give it away?  



Part of our problem is we’re so turned off by a free lunch mentality, we’ve forgotten our biblical responsibility to be generous. Casting is a picture of great 

liberality and generosity. It means taking risks.  

Do we have a problem with dependency on social programs in America? Yes. Do we have a problem with illegal immigration? Yes. Does that mean a believer 

can be hard hearted and uncompassionate? No. Let’s not confuse what is a governmental/political issue and what is a biblical responsibility.  

The Church today, for the most part, is middle class. As a result, many Christians are isolated from those with real needs. If we do not reach out with the 

Gospel and generosity to those who are dependent upon the government to meet their needs, why would they ever turn to Jesus? Why would they ever become 

responsible for themselves? Isn’t that part of discipleship? The bottom line is that we can curse the darkness or we can light a candle. Sign me up for candle 

lighting.  

The Bible clearly teaches that those who can work must. It’s not our responsibility to underwrite them (2 Thes. 3:6-12). Then, we have a responsibility to care 

for those of our own family and for those who can’t take care of themselves. It’s not the government’s responsibility. 

Obviously, we don’t have time to delve into this today. It’s very complex. But one of the reasons we’re in our current mess in this country is that the Church 

neglected its responsibility. Social Security is a family responsibility, not a governmental one. As my Dad got to a place where he could no longer care for 

himself, I offered to take him into my home to care for him. Jane and I’ve already told her parents we’ll care for them if they ever reach a point in which they 

can no longer care for themselves.  

We’re to be generous. It’s a sin in our own church family that we’re so caught up in our own world, we must beg for someone to make a meal for someone 

coming home from the hospital. Or, plead for help in the nursery or one of our children’s ministries. That’s stinginess, not generosity. Our Heavenly Father is 

generous. As His children, we’re to be generous too.  

Ray Stedman said, “The idea here is one of openhanded generosity…it’s spending it like a drunken sailor.” Do you want to be Jesus in your neighborhood or 

where you work? Help someone who’s ill, or someone who’s going through a tough time financially. It might mean making a meal, giving a ride, helping with 

a home repair. It might mean watching someone’s kids so they can go to work. It might mean loaning your car.  

And we must be generous in sharing the greatest hope that this world needs. We must be generous in sharing the Gospel. Remember the parable of the Sower 

in Matthew 13. He generously scattered seed everywhere but it was a 75% crop failure. We’re all called to be seed sowers, missionaries where God has placed 

us. We invest in generosity, not because we can see a direct link between what we do and results. We do it in faith believing that God will use it and multiply 

it.  

b. We are to diversify our generosity. “Give a portion to seven, or even to eight…” That’s another way of saying, “Don’t put all of your eggs in one basket.” 

In that day to give to seven was the height of generosity, eight was over the top. God’s people are to be over the top in generosity.  

Solomon was famous for his shipping trade. He didn’t send out just one ship, he’d send out scores of ships. He diversified.  

There are lost people who put us to shame because they care so much about those who can’t help themselves. This verse is encouraging us to stretch. Don’t 

just help out your family and friends, reach out to people you don’t even know. Take a kid without a Dad fishing. Help him learn how to change the oil in a 

car. You do that and it will get exciting.  

That might mean stopping to help someone broken down on the side of the road. Some of you are thinking, “Scott, that’s dangerous!” Maybe, or maybe 

you’ve been watching Criminal Minds, too much. Life is dangerous. Don’t be foolish, but if you see someone walking down the road with a gas can, they 

probably could use a lift to the station.  

Let me share a video clip that powerfully illustrates this. We need a picture of this to really get it. You’ll have to pay careful attention because it has English 

subtitles but it’s very powerful. (Video Clip) 

Life is an investment. There are no risk-free ventures. Yes, you’re going to get taken advantage of. Have you ever taken advantage of God’s grace and 

generosity? Solomon says, “Do it today! You don’t know about tomorrow.” Nothing is certain but God is watching. He knows when we’ve been generous, 

even if no one else does. So invest in God’s Kingdom…invest in others. God is generous and He always rewards generosity. Proverbs 19:17, “Whoever is 

generous to the poor lends to the Lord, and He will repay him for his deed.” That’s a sure thing. It’s a promise from God. And I can guarantee you’ll lose 

something if you try to cling to it or hoard it.  

3. Life is an adventure. Jump in,vss. 3-6. In his poem, The Rainy Day, Longfellow wrote, “Into each life some rain must fall.” Life has difficulties and trials. 

This world is sin contaminated, so why are we surprised? If you don’t jump in… 



  a. You will miss the adventure of life if you focus on the inevitables. It rained this past week. It thundered. There was lightening. It’s probably going to rain 

this week. In not too many weeks, it’ll snow. My friend, Paul Thyren’s wife’s cancer has come back. A friend lost his job. You’re going to get sick. You are 

going to have accidents. You’re going to have fights with your spouse or your children. You’re going to have problems. Those are inevitables. “If the clouds 

are full of rain, they empty themselves on the earth, and if a tree falls to the south or to the north, in the place where the tree falls, there it will lie.” The list is 

endless of the inevitable problems and difficulties that you’re going to face. Focusing on the inevitables can paralyze us. We’ll be like that fallen tree, instead 

of  leaping into the adventures God has entrusted us with, we’ll rot away. Solomon also tells us that…  

  b.  You will miss the adventure of life if you focus on the uncertainties. “He who observes the wind will not sow, and he who regards the clouds will not 

reap” (vs. 4). When I was managing a roofing company, we made lots of money and were very successful because we only half listened to the weatherman. 

Predicting the weather is not a sure thing. Neither is life.  

Most Christians miss the adventure God has for them because they’re waiting for their schedule to finally clear up. They don’t want to get involved in 

generosity or service because they already feel overloaded. It would be just one more thing…and what if they failed? But if you never jump in, I’ve got a sure 

thing, you’ll fail. That’s a 100% certainty. 

The Christian life is not to be a cautious life. Read your Bible. So tell me where you find caution in Scripture? Everything in life is a risk but for the people of 

God, it’s the greatest adventure. 

  c. You will miss the adventure of life if you focus on the mysteries. “As you do not know the way the spirit comes to the bones in the womb of a woman with 

child, so you do not know the work of God who makes everything” (v. 5). Many are paralyzed by over-analysis. They don’t want to step out until they 

understand everything. Twice in verses 5-6, Solomon says, “you do not know.” Life is a mystery and the work of God is the height of mystery. While we 

know much via scientific technology, at the same time we really don’t know anything about the creation of human life.   

You want a mystery? Take a glimpse in your heart…just for a moment. Think back on some of the horrible thoughts that you had this past week. Lust? 

Murder? Jealousy? Rage? You know who you are, who you really are. Your spouse and child may have a glimpse of who you are. So why do they love you? 

Why does your dog love you? You’re not a nice person. But the greatest mystery is that God saw every one of those thoughts, and He has chosen to love you. 

  

We’re not to be ignoramuses. We’re to research and study. Christians are not to subscribe to anti-intellectualism. We certainly don’t want to follow the silly 

philosophy of 15-year old, Jaden Smith. Last week Jaden tweeted to his more than 4.5 million followers: “School Is The Tool To Brainwash The Youth” and 

“If Everybody In The World Dropped Out Of School We Would Have A Much More Intelligent Society.” Sounds like Will and Jada need to take someone’s I-

phone. 

We’re not going to understand everything. We’re not going to understand a lot of things. That’s where faith comes in. It’s not foolishness. Foolishness 

believes that I can’t move forward, I can’t jump in until there is no risk, no uncertainty and I understand it all. Instead I’m to… 

d. Be passionate and double your efforts. Don’t be passive, be passionate. “In the morning sow your seed, and at evening withhold not your hand, for you do 

not know which will prosper, this or that, or whether both alike will be good.” If you wait for everything to be “just right,” you’ll never do anything. Get 

married, have kids, have a job, get an education, or do anything for God.  

Solomon says sow in the morning and then sow again in the evening. Double-up. Give it your all. Harvest speaks of hopefulness. Is there anything more 

hopeful than planting seeds? You look and wait to see them sprout. It’s our responsibility to jump in, the results are God’s. As 2 Corinthians 9:6 says, 

“Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully will also reap bountifully.  

F. B. Meyer said, “I don’t want my life to end in a swamp.” I’ve met a lot of believers who were into the swamp thing. They’re stagnating as they age. They’ll 

say things like, “I’ve gotten grumpier as I’ve gotten older” or “I don’t have the patience I used to have.” Yet, if we’re growing in grace and in the fruits of the 

Spirit…shouldn’t we be more “fruity” as we grow in grace, not less.  

When I trusted Christ, I married adventure. That means living by faith and expecting the unexpected. You’ll never find a retirement mentality in the Bible. 

Moses was 80 and his ministry was just starting. Abraham was 100 when he had Isaac. I don’t want to ever retire. I want to be like Eleazer of 2 Samuel 23. In 

the midst of a fierce battle, “his hand clung to the sword.” 

That’s the way I want to go out, I don’t want to retire and end up in a rocking chair. I’d rather go out like Dr. V. Raymond Edman, one time chancellor of 

Wheaton. On September 22, 1967, while he was preaching a message in chapel entitled, In the Presence of the King, Dr. Edman suffered a fatal heart attack. 



And immediately he was, In the Presence of the King. The Christian life is the greatest adventure. Jump in! 

Too many of us either never start or quit too soon. A high school student was having trouble with school and he was growing so frustrated that he began to 

consider dropping out. He mentioned the possibility to his father and his Dad began to give him a pep talk on perseverance. He reminded him of the story of 

the Greek hero, Odysseus, and his struggle to get home after the Trojan War. He wouldn’t quit. His father told him the story of General Douglas Macarthur 

and of his promise to the Philippines: “I shall return.” He wouldn’t quit. Then, his father told him the story of Thomas Edison and the thousand failed 

experiments in his quest to make the first light bulb. The boy’s father emphasized the point that Thomas Edision would not quit. Then, he began to tell his son 

the story of Harvey Finkbottom. ‘Wait a minute, Dad,’ the boy interrupted, ‘who’s Harvey Finkbottom?’ “You never heard of him,’ his father said, ‘he quit.’ 

Nobody remembers a quitter or a never starter. Life is an adventure. Jump in! 

4. Life IS a gift. Enjoy it! “Light is sweet, and it is pleasant for the eyes to see the sun. So if a person lives many years, let him rejoice in them all; but let him 

remember that the days of darkness will be many. All that comes is vanity” (vss. 7-8). One of the lies that will make life dreary is that happiness, enjoyment of 

life is future. It’s living for the weekend (future) or vacation (future) or getting married, having kids, having the kids grown, retirement, moving. It’s ALL 

future. Solomon says, “Light is sweet, and it is pleasant for the eyes.”  If we do not learn to enjoy the present, God’s blessings now…it’s very doubtful, we 

will enjoy the future.  

The other blunder is that we’ve bought into the lie of enjoying only the big: new car, new house, the cruise. You want to be rich? Enjoy what others consider 

little blessings. Many times we don’t enjoy the “small blessings” because we’re too rushed. To enjoy God’s blessings, we must slow down. You have to stop 

and contemplate and think. 

In Scripture, “light” is often a synonym for “life.” The word translated “pleasant” is often used in reference to honey. I’ve always liked peanut butter and 

honey sandwiches. The point is that life is “sweet” and should be savored like honey. Thus, the phrase “light is pleasant/sweet” means “it’s good to be alive. 

Do you know what this is? It’s Louie Armstrong theology? What A Wonderful World. “I see trees of green, red roses too. I see them bloom, for me and you. 

And I think to myself. What a wonderful world…The colors of the rainbow, so pretty in the sky. Are also on the faces, of people going by. I see friends 

shaking hands, sayin', ‘How do you do?’ They're really sayin', ‘I love you!’” So how many times do you complain, grouse or criticize an hour? A day? You’re 

life is miserable; you’re miserable to be around. I double-dog dare you – for everything that you grouse about – find two to be thankful for. It can be small, 

even seemingly insignificant. For example, I’d rather have a hot shower than a cold one. I’d rather have a homemade cookie than a store about one. I’d rather 

sit in a cushioned chair than a metal one. I’d rather hear a train horn than be deaf. Want to really get wild and crazy? Keep a log of something that you’re 

thankful for every day. That will help keep you in the Life IS a gift attitude, rather than the maybe life someday will be.  

Solomon tells us to “rejoice” all our days. Notice that three letter word “all.” Even if we live to a ripe old age, we’re to rejoice in all of our years. Sure, there 

are going to be tough times. Learning to enjoy the blessings in the good times, prepares us to have grace during the tough times. But if you moan and groan in 

the small stuff, you’ll be dead meat when you face the big stuff. Are you enjoying life? Will you please tell your face?  

I love that line from Braveheart, William Wallace said, “Every man dies but not every man really lives.” That’s a very biblical assessment of life. 

 

5. Life is a stewardship. Be proactive. Look at verses 9-10. .  

  a. Be wise with your life, we’ll all give an accounting, “But know that for all these things God will bring you into judgment.” Enjoying life isn’t sinful or 

Hedonism. Our world thinks you can’t enjoy life unless you’re stoned, buzzed or blitzed. It’s “Party on, Dude.”  

Knowing that we’ll give an account for our lives protects us. When we have pure enjoyment, godly enjoyment – there’s no guilt or fear or remorse. It’s 

enjoying God. Knowing that you’re forgiven, loved and accepted, that your life has significance.  

Augustine was right when he penned in his famous Confessions, “Thou madest us for Thyself, and we will never find rest save as we rest n Thee.” You can 

only know true enjoyment and happiness through faith in Jesus Christ. God wants us to enjoy life yet we’re to rejoice responsibly. The only way that will 

happen is to remove that which Solomon dubs “vanity.” You don’t need to find God’s will, you need to find God. You need to come to the Cross. As 

Augustine and Luther said, “Love God and do whatever you please.” Christians ought to have more fun than anyone else. But it must be pure and blameless 

pleasure and enjoyment.  

b. Be wise with your life, pitch the pain, “Remove vexation from your heart, and put away pain from your body.” Vexation is strange word in our day. We 

don’t use it much. In the Hebrew it was a combination of two words: anger and resentment. So how many people do you know who aren’t ticked off about 



something? They’re scarce. Even the calmest, nicest people, once you engage them in conversation, will often share some bubbling sense of resentment. 

Because of a physical situation, you may not be able to get rid of all the pain in your body. Yet, you have total control of your heart. We’re as miserable as we 

choose to be.  

For many the vexation is worry. If they didn’t have something to be anxious about or fret about, they wouldn’t know what to do with themselves. For others, 

it’s self-pity. They really don’t need anyone else to feel sorry for them. They’re doing a professional job all on their own.  

I don’t like pain, do you? I’m not a masochist. I don’t like stepping on tacks. I don’t like needles. They hurt. So why would I choose to allow pins and needles 

of pain to stab me in my heart? Why would I want to fester? 

Solomon says it’s all on me and it’s all on you. I can “remove” it and so can you. That’s not a change of environment. It’s a change of outlook or attitude. You 

can’t run to enough places to escape pain. It even rains in Paradise. Tsunamis and hurricanes hit exotic islands, too.  

But I can control my heart even if I’m living in Antarctica…or at a bad job, or in a bad marriage. Paul did it by God’s grace in a Roman jail and so can we.  

Think of all the stuff you’re all worked up about, that you’re vexed about? Is it going to matter a year from now? A week from now? So why are you “vexed” 

about it? God wants us to choose to pitch the pain so we can enjoy the pure celebration. We don’t have to live in pain. God’s not a sadist. Some people think 

that pain is God’s will and lot for their life. They’ve misinterpreted Scripture and have fuzzy theology.  

It reminds me of a young monk who arrived at the monastery. He’s assigned to helping the other monks in copying the old canons and laws of the church by 

hand. He notices, however, that all of the monks are copying 

from copies, not from the original manuscript. So, the new monk goes to the head abbot to question this, pointing out that if someone made even a small error 

in the first copy, it’d never be picked up. In fact, that error would be continued in all of the subsequent copies. The head monk says, "We have been copying 

from the copies for centuries, but you make a good point.” So, he goes down into the dark caves underneath the monastery where the original manuscripts are 

held as archives in a locked vault that hasn't been opened for hundreds of years. Hours go by and nobody sees the old abbot. So, the young monk gets worried 

and goes down to look for him. He finds him banging his head against the wall and wailing, "We missed the "R", we missed the "R". His forehead is all 

bloody and bruised and he’s crying uncontrollably. The young monk asks the old abbot, "What's wrong, father?" With a tearful, choking voice, the old abbot 

replies, "The word was CELEBRATE!"  

I know a lot of Christians who’ve misspelled enjoy and made it endure. 

Conclusion:  Jesus came to earth, died on the cross to restore us, to give us new life in Himself – to give us back the enjoyment of life that we lost in Eden. 

But you’ll never enjoy life and what God has given you without first having eternal life? Have you come to the Cross? Is Jesus your joy?  

If you have, how then can each of us learn to enjoy life? How can we take this home with us so it changes our lives?  

Start. For some that means you start at the Cross. You know that you’re not a Christian, you’ve never accepted Christ as your Savior. For others that “start” is 

repentance. Repent of known sin. Repent of being vexed and ungrateful. Start being generous with your money and time, with your life. Invest in God’s 

Kingdom, invest in others. It’s amazing, if you stop being your own selfish pig, you won’t find that your life is filled with slop. So start taking risks. Choose to 

enjoy all the blessings God has given you.  

Persevere. Most of us quit too easily. We start with zeal but quickly fizzle. We get distracted or discouraged. Or, we just get bored. This isn’t like a pill, you 

take it and you’re done. This is a lifestyle choice that you have to make each morning as you begin your day.  

Watch. If you begin to live for Jesus, if you begin being generous, if you begin enjoying God and His blessings, Satan is going to put you in his crosshairs. 

He’ll whisper in your ear, that your life is tough and pagans have more fun. Or, that if God really loved you, He’d take better care of you…that God owes you 

and He’s not coming through for you. So you have to be prepared. You have to watch. 

God doesn’t want us to live safe, sterile, emaciated lives. He wants us to Go for it!! Will you? So when are you going to start?  


