
Finals                                                                                     Ecclesiastes 12:9-14 

What’s the point?!?                                                     Sermon 18 

 

  When was the last time that you had one of those “What!?!” experiences?” It’s in the same category of “Are you 

kidding me?”  

  When I was a senior in high school, about a month before graduation, the Principal called me into his office to inform 

me that I didn’t have enough credits to graduate. Did you catch that? “It was a month before graduation.” I’d transferred 

in my junior year from a school in Georgia to a high school in Wisconsin. In Georgia high school begins in the 8th grade, 

whereas in Wisconsin, it begins in the 9th grade. Somehow he’d missed that I’d taken a year of classes for high school 

credit my 8th grade year. But for a brief moment, I was in a state of high anxiety. I didn’t want to go to summer school or 

repeat my senior year.  

  We’re in the second month of school. Already some students (and teachers) are counting the days until the end of the 

year. What does that mean? Two words: summer vacation. Or, the three reasons to be a school teacher: June, July and 

August.  

  But before you can enjoy your summer vacation, I have two more words for you: final exams. That’s right! GULP! 

Final exams are a part of life. No student can escape them; they’re inevitable. Yet, most people assume that final exams 

only belong in school. Today, however, we’ll discover that there are final exams, or Finals in God’s Word. We’re 

concluding our “class” in Ecclesiastes, but before Solomon dismisses us, we have Finals. 

  Please turn to Ecclesiastes 12:9-14 (p. 559), and as we read this, you’ll hear schoolhouse talk, academic language.  

  Do you like tests? I don’t. I never tested well. But you can’t drop out of this school and you can’t transfer. We’re all 

going to face this. And life without this is, “Well, what’s the point!?!” It has no meaning or purpose, but Solomon brings 

us back to God and His purpose. 

  It’s like this: If there is no God, there is no Judge. If there is no Judge, there will be no Final Judgment. If there is no 

Final Judgment, there is no ultimate meaning to life. Nothing matters. The outcome is not “Everybody Plays, Everybody 

Wins.” It’s “Everybody Plays, Everybody Loses.”  

    Just in case you haven’t heard, the Atlanta Braves have won their Division and hopefully are headed to the World 

Series. But would it matter if there were no World Series? This weekend the Packers are playing the Detroit Kitty Cats. 

Would you watch that game, would you even be interested if it was “Everybody Plays, Everybody Wins”?  

  A game must have a point. Life has to have an outcome, a Final. The Final is not that nothing matters. Quite the 

contrary, it’s that everything matters. In these six verses, Solomon walks us from the classroom to the courtroom. If 

you’re taking notes… 

 

1. Life is a classroom: Learn your lessons. Einstein said, “Education is what remains after one has forgotten what one 

has learned in school.” Solomon would agree. Contrary to the Conventional Wisdom, our world does not need more 

education. It’s needs truth, God’s truth. Only the truth gives hope; only the truth wins in the end. Too many are looking 

for “their truth” rather than “the truth.” Winston Churchill referring to our tendency to ignore truth said, “Man will 

occasionally stumble over the truth, but most of the time he will pick himself up and continue on.” Over the course of his 

life, Solomon did that, now he wants us to learn from his blunder.  

  Life is like a school, except that sometimes you don’t know what the lessons are until you’ve failed the examination. 

God teaches us through creation, history, and the various experiences of life, but He primarily teaches us through His 

Word. In verses 9-12, we’re reminded of the awesome power of God’s Word. Specifically, verses 9-10, we discover the 

time, energy, and skill that went into the writing of Ecclesiastes. Solomon writes, “Besides being wise, the Preacher also 

taught the people knowledge, weighing and studying and arranging many proverbs with great care. The Preacher sought 

to find words of delight, and uprightly he wrote words of truth.”  

  Some scholars believe these last verses of Ecclesiastes are the words of an editor that came along after Solomon penned 

this great book. But it’s more likely that Solomon is speaking in the third person. Practically speaking, this is a simple 

way of boasting in God’s Word without coming across as arrogant. In 12:9-10, Solomon describes several activities of a 

wise sage. These activities aren’t just true of Solomon; they should be true of all Christians, particularly those who teach 

or lead others.   

  a. A wise person faithfully teaches others wisdom. Solomon “taught people knowledge.” He could do so because he 

was wise. God gave him that wisdom. Any wisdom that any of us possess is God given.  

  Some define wisdom as “seeing life from God’s point of view.” That’s good, yet wisdom is much more than intellectual 

knowledge. Wisdom is the ability to see life from God’s point of view and then applying it in real time life situations. 

Solomon shares that he became “wise” by learning from his experiences. Life is a good, yet often a severe teacher. You 

can take classes, read lots of books, but life is the ultimate teacher. 



  Those who are wise have a duty to impart that wisdom to the next generation. Our goal must be to keep future 

generations from making foolish mistakes. There was a time, when we mentored and taught truth to the next generation. 

Think about this. No one knows anything unless they’ve been it taught by somebody. We’re to mentor and teach. We 

need to also admit we don’t have all the answers. Often pride keeps us from seeking out godly counsel. These trends 

must change. If you’re an older, wiser person, will you commit to being a mentor? If you’re a young person, will you 

seek out those who can share wisdom with you? 

  What a tragedy when a Christian never reaches out to those who are wiser and more spiritually mature to grow in grace. 

Too many live life, but never learn and never grow. That’s why some continually make the same mistakes. Wisdom 

comes through life. As you obtain wisdom, your goal should be – as it was for Solomon – to record what you’ve learned 

and then to teach it to others. You can’t teach until you’ve lived something. Otherwise, it’s just information, not 

transformation. It’s speculation, not revelation. It’s conjecture and it’s not very helpful. 

  Do you want to be a better husband…a better wife? Find someone with a godly marriage and ask them, “What have you 

learned, good and bad? Don’t just tell me all the answers. Give me all the gory, bloody car wrecks in the middle before 

you got happy. Tell me the truth.” If you want to be wise in business, if you want to be wise in ministry, find people 

who’ve lived it and are on the other side, and will be completely honest with you.  

  The good news is that there are people like that in this church. Seek them out. And your goal should be through your 

life to become that person who can share wisdom. A wise person faithfully teaches others wisdom.  

  b. A wise person carefully studies God’s Word. Do you study anything? What do you study? Too many of us “study” 

the TV schedule or the sports page, yet we fail to study eternal truth. Did you know that 33% of those who graduate from 

high school will never read another book? It’s worse for those who graduate from college. 42% of them will never read 

another book. The Bible is God’s written Word. You can’t grow in your faith or be wise, if you don’t read, particularly if 

you don’t read God’s Word.  

  Many of us have bought into a lie that reading is part of school, so if I’m done with school, I’m done with reading. 

Reading is a part of life, particularly the healthy Christian life. Solomon “weighed out many proverbs, and arranged 

many proverbs.” 1 Kings informs us that Solomon wrote thousands of proverbs. A proverb is an earthly saying 

containing heavenly truth. The word’s basic meaning is “to be straight.” Proverbs are God’s “sound bytes.” Solomon 

didn’t merely share with people the first thing that popped into his noggin. He thought, he studied before he spoke. He 

spent time searching out what he was going to teach.  

  Does that describe you? Are you a parent, a spouse? All of us are people of influence. What are we teaching those we 

influence? Do you take God’s Word seriously? Even if you don’t consider yourself a teacher or leader, as a Christian 

we’re all to understand God’s Word for ourselves (Acts 17:11). How are you fulfilling your responsibility? 

  c. A wise person effectively communicates. Solomon “sought to find words of delight.” He had a sense of God’s 

presence and power, using them to communicate God’s will to others. He was on a quest to articulate God’s Word to 

others.  

  It’s not enough to have knowledge. You need to be able to communicate that knowledge. Solomon labored to speak in a 

pleasing manner. The NIV says that he picked “just the right words.” He gave thought and effort to communicating in a 

way that would capture the attention of his readers.  

  Do you seek to craft your words in a way so that people will listen? Do you work hard at perfecting your speech and 

content? Most of us verbally dump out whatever drops from the brain to the tongue. In our homes, that’s why many of us 

don’t teach, we yell. We have our children’s attention but we’re not teaching. But if you’re not committed to being an 

effective communicator, why talk? Teaching happens when our speech is gracious (Col 4:6) and is filled with grace and 

truth (John 1:14).  

  d. A wise person correctly presents truth. Solomon “uprightly…wrote words of truth.” He was on a mission to 

communicate truth.  

  In our postmodern age most people believe that truth is fluid. You’ll hear things like “that’s your truth” or that’s “true 

for you but not for me.” That’s nuts. The Bible knows nothing of such a concept. Truth IS. Teaching is worthless without 

truth. A lie all dressed up in fancy words is still a lie. Yet, more than ever, people view God’s Word like a buffet line in a 

restaurant, taking what they like—maybe a little bit of what’s good for them—and leaving the rest for someone else. 

Their diet of “truth” is only what tastes good to them rather than what will truly nourish their souls.  

  Vance Havner said, “The Word of God is either absolute or obsolete.” Will you determine to be a person of God’s truth 

and then proclaim it regardless of the consequences? Will you refuse to compromise when it comes to truth? Solomon 

was committed to God’s truth. Are we? Do we know God’s truth well enough to communicate it?  

  One pastor was asked by an atheist to prove the Bible’s truthfulness. The pastor responded, “You prove the Bible’s 

truthfulness to me every time you speak.” Shocked, she asked how this could be true. So he asked her, “Do you fear 

God?” “No,” she said. “Well,” he said, “you just proved that Romans 3:18 is true: ‘There is no fear of God before their 
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eyes.’” Then he asked, “Is the gospel foolishness to you?” “Yes!” He explained, “Well, you just proved 1 Corinthians 

1:18: ‘The message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing.’” He continued, “Do you want to live your 

own way instead of living according to God’s way?” She snapped, “I don’t want God’s way—I’ll do as I please!” He 

responded, “Well, you just proved Isaiah 53:6: ‘Each of us has turned to his own way.’ Every time you speak you 

confirm the Bible by saying what it said you would say.” That atheist, while denying God’s truth, demonstrated God’s 

truth. Their unbelief confirms the truth of the Bible! A wise person correctly presents truth. 

  e. A wise person learns from pointed truth, “The words of the wise are like goads, and like nails firmly fixed are the 

collected sayings; they are given by one Shepherd” (vs. 11). Anyone else a NCIS fan? I love the Gibb’s back of the head 

slap. Frequently, the Bible back head slaps me. That’s the picture here. A goad was like a cattle prod. This word “goad” 

is only used one other time in Scripture (1 Sam. 13:21). It was probably a large pointed-stake used to prod an animal.  

  Sometimes truth jabs us. I know it jabs me. Those jabs from reading and studying God’s Word keep us in the path of 

truth. God uses the goads of Scripture to motivate us into action. 

  Then, Solomon adds, “like nails firmly fixed are the collected sayings.” Nails are something to hang on to. God’s Word 

easily slips out of our minds and hearts. It’s why we have a Sword Challenge each week. Hopefully, you take it home 

and put it someplace where you see it so it will help you “nail” God’s Word down in your own heart. 

  What’s vital here is that these are given by “the Shepherd.” The “Shepherd” refers to God. The Bible isn’t a collected 

book of disconnected opinions; it’s God’s Word. Specifically, Ecclesiastes is what 1 Timothy 3:16 refers to as “God-

breathed,” or the very words of God. It’s a powerful reference to the inspiration of Scripture. The Shepherd’s words have 

even more potency when we remember He’s also our Savior. 

  f. A wise person knows what “truth” to ignore, “My son, beware of anything beyond these. Of making many books 

there is no end, and much study is a weariness of the flesh” (vs. 12).  

  There are over 3 million books printed each year, just in the United States. There are some really stupid books: (Slides) 

* Boys are stupid throw rocks at them; * Girls are weird but they smell pretty; * Identifying Wood; * How to talk about 

books you haven’t read; * How to be famous by Heidi Montag (that one’s just scary); * The Klingon Hamlet (Does 

anyone love Star Trek that much?) But there are dumb books and teachers who look so good. Those are the ones that are 

really dangerous. Books were used to justify slavery in America and Apartheid in South Africa. Hitler’s Mein Kampf 

stirred Germany into Nazism.  

  Should we read and study? Yes. But if we want to be wise, if we want to have a firm grip on truth, the Bible must be 

our main book. As Ruth Bell Graham said, “Read, read, read—but use the Bible as home base.” And just because a 

book is “Christian” that doesn’t mean it’s true or based on Scripture. Satan is the great counterfeiter. The Bible is the 

standard. It’s the final authority. Everything must be checked by God’s Word. Please when you come for our worship 

services, check Scripture for yourself.  

  We need more Bereans in this biblically illiterate day. Acts 17:11 says, that they “…received Paul’s message with 

enthusiasm and met with him daily, examining the Scriptures to see if they supported what he said.” God’s Word is the 

final standard of truth, not the teacher or preacher.  

 

2. Life is a courtroom: Be ready to meet God, “The end of the matter; all has been heard. Fear God and keep his 

commandments, for this is the whole duty of man. For God will bring every deed into judgment, with every secret thing, 

whether good or evil” (vss. 13-14). Life is a gift from God (Acts 17:24-28). We’re managers of the life that God has 

entrusted to us, and one day we must give an account to God for what we’ve done with His gift. Some are only spending 

their lives; others are wasting their lives; a very few are investing their lives.  

  Corrie ten Boom said, “The measure of a life is not its duration but its donation.” There’s soberness in these verses. 

These two verses summarize the entire book of Ecclesiastes and ultimately the whole of Scripture. To “fear God and 

keep His commandments” is not a suggestion. It’s a command! In other words, take God seriously and do what He says. 

If our lives are going to have significance, we must fulfill three obligations.  

  a. Fear God. This phrase “fear God” is terribly misunderstood and rarely proclaimed; however, it is paramount 

throughout the Scriptures. The Bible speaks of our love to God, His name, His law, and His Word, a total of 88 times. 

The Bible speaks of our trusting in God, His name, and His Word, 91 times. Yet, when we come to the subject of the 

fear of God, the Bible speaks of it 278 times! In the Old Testament there are 235 references to the fear of God and in 

the New there are 43 references to the fear of God. So whatever the phrase “fear God” means, it’s everywhere 

throughout the Bible, therefore, it’s critical for us to understand. 

  Typically, the “fear of God” is defined as “reverential awe.” And there’s truth to this definition as it pertains to God as 

Creator. I’ve been to Niagara Falls and the Grand Canyon. There I’ve gazed on God’s majestic handiwork and felt very 

small, fearful, and awestruck. God wants us to stand in awe of who He is and all that He is. But our definition of the fear 

of God must also encompass His judgment (vs. 14).  



  This leads us to also include in our definition downright terror. If you and I understand that our God is a consuming fire 

(Heb. 12:29) that’s able to destroy both body and soul in hell, and that as believers we’ll give an account of our lives to 

Jesus Christ, we’ll have some holy fear.  

  Most of us don’t fear God. What do we fear? Among the ten top fears are: speaking before a group, heights, bugs and 

flying. Some of you are more scared of bugs than you are God. It seems we fear everything and everyone but God. 

That’s nuts! Oswald Chambers said, “The remarkable thing about fearing God is that, when you fear God, you fear 

nothing else; whereas, if you do not fear God, you fear everything else.” When it comes to fearing God, we’re foolish if 

we take the fear out of fear.   

  “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge” (Prov. 1:7). The person God uses most powerfully is the one 

who expresses both awe and obedience. God longs for us to humble our hearts and prostrate our souls before Him. If we 

are to fear God properly, we must have a high view of God. As A.W. Tozer said, “What comes into our minds when we 

think about God is the most important thing about us.” 

  God is the kind of God you don’t want to mess with. Now I know I’m not supposed to say that. I know I’m supposed to 

say Jesus wears lavender tights, has feathered hair, holds daisies and runs around the cosmos handing out free back rubs. 

You’ll hear that in a lot of churches but that’s not Jesus. That’s an extra from Will & Grace. Some think that because 

they know some facts about God that they actually are in a right relationship with God, but they’re deceived. You can 

know lots of things about God, but if you don’t fear God, it doesn’t make a hill of beans.  

  Here’s the bottom line. Some of you know about God but you don’t fear Him at all. But no fear of God is bizarre. You 

have to ignore huge sections of your Bible to not be afraid of God. Look in Genesis. Adam and Eve sinned. The wages 

for sin is death. Everyone dies. Move on to Noah. God says, “I’m so sick of everyone’s sin. I’m flooding the earth. 

You’re all dying except one family.” Then, you hit Sodom and Gomorrah. “You’re all perverts, you’re all dead.” You 

keep going. Nations are slaughtered; people are killed, all the way into the Exodus, where all of a sudden the first born 

male child in every family that doesn’t worship God is slain by God in a single night.  

  Now some of you are thinking, “That was the Old Testament, but in the New Testament, Jesus is nice. In the Old 

Testament, God’s going through his junior high years; He’s all emotional and can’t control himself.” No, Jesus speaks of 

hell more than anybody in the whole Bible. Jesus said, “Don’t just fear people that can make your life cumbersome and 

difficult; Fear him who can take your life and throw you into hell.”  

  We need to fear God. Hebrews tells us, “It is a dreadful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.” If you have a 

healthy fear of God, it will change how you live your life. Let’s be honest. There are days when a Christian doesn’t feel 

like walking with God or obeying Him, and wants to live like a hellion. Those are days where our rebellious nature rises 

up and we become fools running headlong towards sin, death and folly. But it’s a fear of God that restrains us and keeps 

us. For people who don’t fear God, it will eventually show up in very practical ways to their own demise.  

  b. Obey God. Solomon follows up with, “Fear God and keep his commandments, for this is the whole duty of man.” 

It’s about God, and it’s about what He says and what He wants. God told our first parents in Genesis, “Don’t do this.” It 

was a command but Adam and Eve said, “We’re going with another option.” It’s an age old problem. 

  The Bible is a Book of commands, not suggestions. Jesus summed up the commandments into one central, basic 

command: “To love the Lord your God” and “your neighbor as yourself” (Matt 22:34-40). This is the chief end of man. 

This phrase literally reads, “because this is the all of man.” The implication is that “this is the whole of man.” It’s his 

essence.  

  Some of you know you’re not obeying God. You know right now exactly what it is that you’re doing habitually that 

you’re not supposed to be doing. You know and don’t stop. You can rationalize and justify but that doesn’t cut it. It’s 

very simple to obey God. You don’t need to be a genius to obey God. God said, I do. There are people that think that by 

reading another book, hearing another sermon, memorizing another verse, going to another event, they’re going to get 

through their “thing.” You’re going to get through your “thing” by obeying. You know how you stop doing something 

that you’re not supposed to be doing? You stop.  

  When Jesus says things like, “Go and sin no more,” He doesn’t follow it up with a thick manual and 100 hours of 

counseling. Obedience is straightforward. Love your wife. Respect your husband. Pay your bills. Read your Bible. Pray. 

It comes down to this. God says, “Don’t do this” and you don’t do it.  

  A widespread false teaching in the Church is that you can accept Jesus as your Savior, but that obeying Him as Lord of 

your life is optional. “Fear God and keep His commandments, for this is the whole duty of man.” 

  c. Be ready to give an account to God, “For God will bring every deed into judgment, with every secret thing, whether 

good or evil” (vs. 14). If there’s one verse in the Bible that the wickedest person you know knows, it’s Matthew 7:1, 

“Judge not that you be not judged.” But Solomon says that we’re all going to be judged for everything. The final 

message of Ecclesiastes is not that nothing matters but that everything does.  
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  The Bible teaches there’s an appointed day of judgment where we’ll all have to give an account of our lives. Everyone 

is answerable to God for everything, whether obvious or concealed, good or evil. I find it mildly horrifying that even the 

hidden things will be judged. The implication is that the glory and reward we enjoy on earth and in eternity will depend 

on the lives we live here on earth. The inevitable conclusion is that you and I’d better live our lives appropriately in light 

of God’s judgment.  

  God’s going to judge you. You say, “I don’t like that.” But you’re judging God, you hypocrite? Here are the facts: We 

all love to judge. Any of you ever complained? You’ve judged. Any woman who’s looked at another woman and said, 

“Why does she wear that? Doesn’t she know better?” You’re judging. Every man who’s ever hit a horn in his car while 

driving, who’s judging? “Idiot, idiot, idiot” That’s judging. We judge all the time and we’re fine with that. We love it 

when we get a throne, get to sit on it and hand out decrees to all the court jesters who are beneath us.  

  What we don’t like is being judged. Don’t judge me. I have a verse, “Thou shalt not judge.” Now the context for that 

verse is not judgment, it’s hypocrisy. It’s the guy who’s cheating on his wife telling everybody else to be a loving 

husband. It’s the alcoholic telling everybody else to be temperate in their drinking. It’s hypocrisy that he’s getting at, not 

judgment. So here’s the bottom line: God’s never a hypocrite, and when God judges, He judges justly. It’s out of His 

character. He’s perfection. God judges you.  

  Some of you are saying, “I don’t like that.” But it’s the truth. And I know I’m not supposed to say that. I’m supposed to 

say, “Look, God loves everybody. Everybody dies. Everybody goes to heaven. Everybody gets cotton candy, their 

favorite kind of ice cream. It’s great. You’re going to love heaven, don’t sweat the details. You’re spiritual. You’re 

moral. You’re doing the best you can. Don’t worry about it.”  

  That’s not what the Bible says. Some of you, if you died, you’d see God face-to-face and He’d send you to the eternal 

torments of hell. That’s the bottom line. God is no one to mess with. Maybe you’re thinking, “Scott, that’s harsh.” Most 

people have no concept that God is holy. Yesterday the funeral for a young man who sporadically attended our youth 

group was held after his tragic death. One friend of his posted this on Facebook, “Hope your having fun in heaven, 

laughing and drinking some cold ones.” That’s not happening in Heaven and it’s anything but a party in Hell.  

  “So you’re trying to scare me.” Duh! Of course I am – in the same way that a parent when they see a child running into 

traffic raises their voice and gives a command. “Stop! There’s death there!” Meanwhile, the child in their folly laughs 

and looks over their shoulder as if they’re rebelling into joy. If you don’t know Jesus, you have picked a fight with the 

real God, and you’re in serious trouble. He will judge you. Please don’t think that you’re so winsome and powerful and 

wonderful that somehow God, when He sees you, will wink and blink. “For God will bring every deed into judgment, 

with every secret thing, whether good or evil” 

 

Conclusion: Ecclesiastes does not end with a promise of grace but a warning of judgment. And here’s the real problem. 

In our humanity, in our sin nature, we can’t fear God or obey God. We fail every time.  

  Wonderfully, Ecclesiastes doesn’t urge us to do better. It points us to the Cross and the Gospel. It brings us to the 

greatest question: How can a man be right with God? It is the supreme problem of life. Every sincere person asks this 

question. Every sincere Methodist asks, “How can a man be right with God?” Every sincere Presbyterian asks, “How can 

a man be right with God?” Every sincere Catholic asks, “How can a man be right with God?” Every sincere Lutheran 

asks, “How can a man be right with God?” Somewhere in the world a man is cutting himself with a knife, hoping by his 

pain to win the approval of his deity. Somewhere in the world a man lies on a bed of nails, proving by his mastery of 

pain to prove his worthiness of eternal life. In the Middle East millions pray toward Mecca each day, following the 

dictates of their religion. In Haiti followers of Voodoo kill chickens, placing the carcass before a makeshift altar, hoping 

to get God to smile upon them with good fortune. Why? Why? Why?  

  The answer is always the same. The men and women who do these things desperately want to be right with God. They 

don’t want to face God’s judgment. They do what they do because they hope to appease God or please God, or pacify 

Him, or, even somehow to manipulate God into favoring their cause. We all want to stand before God someday and have 

Him say we’re okay, to declare us righteous in his sight.  

  So what’s the answer to this great question? How can a man be right with God? John 3:16 “For God so loved the 

world, that He gave His only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.”  

  Our only source of confidence is that we’ve believed in the Lord Jesus Christ and His shed blood as the payment for our 

sins. It’s only His blood, not our works or goodness that atones for sins and shields us from the judgment of God. Jesus 

took our judgment for us.  

  Some of you think, “But I’m a good person.” If you think you’re a good person and you do things out of your goodness 

to your own goodness and glory, you’re doing it for idolatry not for God. That’s the worst sin of all. You’re farther from 

God than anyone. Morality is further from God than anything, because you’re living for yourself, not for Him; and God’s 

going to judge everyone for everything. 



  2 Corinthians 5:21 points out that there was a judgment that happened on the cross of Jesus – my sins, your sins – past, 

present and future – sins of omission and commission, were all bundled together and placed on Jesus. Jesus was crushed 

and killed in my place as my substitute. The sinless, eternal God, who became a man, went to the cross and suffered 

judgment in my place.  

  Just because I’m a Christian doesn’t mean that there’s no judgment. It’s means that my judgment was done in Jesus. It 

doesn’t mean God just winks at sin and ignores what I say and do.  

  The bottom line is that if you’re a Christian, your life matters, because God has good works prepared in advance for 

you to do. Someday you’re going to be judged as to whether or not you did those good works that He prepared in 

advance for you to do. Jesus is our master. He came and saved us. He commissioned us into life with Him. He’s going to 

come back one day and see what we’ve done with the talents and money and time that He’s afforded to us. Some of you 

will hear, “Well done, good and faithful servant. Come into your rest.” My life mattered? Yes. And some of you will 

hear, “I never knew you” because you didn’t come to the Cross and trust Christ to take your judgment. So which one will 

you hear? “Well, done” or “Depart from me. I never knew you.”  

  The Puritans had a concept they called “Light and Heat.” What they meant by it is this: The same sun that melts the ice 

also hardens the clay.  

  Every time God’s Word brings light and heat, you find out if you’re ice or clay – whether your heart melts and is tender 

toward God, or hardens you and you continue in your rebellion.  

  From here it’s up to you. Please take time to pray, to talk to God and to listen to God. Repent of your sin and confess to 

God. It’s up to you. Ice or clay? Which one will you be?  Finals are coming…will you be ready?  

 


