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Sermon 01 

 

Are you a skeptic? Would others say you’re cynical? Elections tend to bring out the cynic in me. I wonder who’s telling 

smaller whoppers. My distrust usually starts at the top, in the Oval Office.  

  Yet, none of this is new. Presidents have been telling whoppers all the way back to when they were wearing powdered 

wigs. Thomas Jefferson (picture) was such a liar that his nickname was “Jeff the Trimmer.” James Polk (picture) 

wanted to pick a fight with Mexico, so he claimed Mexican troops had crossed "our borders, invaded our territory, and 

shed American blood on American soil." It was a lie. Harry Truman (picture) ushered in the atomic age by saying, 

"Sixteen hours ago, an American airplane dropped one bomb on Hiroshima, an important Japanese Army base." Liar, 

liar…pants on fire. Hiroshima was a civilian city, primarily populated by women, children, and old men. When Lyndon 

Johnson (picture) was president, people joked, "When he's pulling on his ear lobes and stroking his chin, he's telling the 

truth. When he's moving his lips, he's lying." But the joke was serious. In 1964, LBJ expanded the war in Vietnam by 

claiming on national television that North Vietnamese Communists in PT boats had attacked us in the Gulf of Tonkin. It 

never happened. One Navy aviator in the Gulf of Tonkin at the time, James Stockdale, confirmed it in his memoir: "Our 

destroyers were just shooting at phantom targets. There were no PT boats out there. Nothing but black water and 

American firepower." The result? A congressional blank check for a lost war that ultimately cost 58,000 American lives. 

And who can forget Tricky Dick Nixon (picture), who in the throes of Watergate, insisted "I am not a crook."  

  If you can’t trust the President, who can you trust? When you hear a politician promise something, do you think, 

“That’s the gospel truth?” What about CEOs of companies? When they say something, do you think, “That’s the gospel 

truth?” And our skepticism doesn’t stop on the steps of the church. We know too well the lies and failings of even the 

clergy.  

  Doubt. Little by little it gnaws away at the soul. Even our faith is not doubt-free. As Roger White so aptly put it, “A 

mosquito buzzes around my faith”—the mosquito of doubt. When we come to the Bible and the Gospels, we have 

difficulty jettisoning our skepticism. We struggle with believing that there is truly Truth in a “trust no one” world. 

This isn’t new. Apparently, the writer of the third Gospel, Luke, or Dr. Luke knew that.  

  My Bible is open to Luke 1:1-4 (p. 855). Did you catch Luke’s assurances that what he’s writing is true? “things that 

have been accomplished among us…eyewitnesses…certainty.” Luke assures his readers that his Gospel really is the 

“gospel truth.”  

  We’re beginning a new study, Luke: Finding Jesus today. Luke’s Gospel is the longest of the four Gospels and the 

longest book in the New Testament. Combined, the writings of Luke, this book and it’s sequel, the book of Acts, make 

up 25% of the total New Testament material. Luke is the primary contributor to the New Testament.  

  Therefore, it’s going to take us a while to work our way through the Gospel of Luke. We’ll probably be here three 

years. To encourage you, I just read that John MacArthur took over a decade to go through the Gospel of Luke, so we’re 

going to be whizzing through. And if I don’t finish it, maybe someone coming behind us, will bring it to its conclusion. 

  Some of you are thinking, “Three years, that’s a long time!” How many of you watch NCIS? It’s been on the air 12 

years. Any CSI fans here today? It’s in its 14th season. The Tonight Show has been on 60 years. Aaron Rodgers has been 

with the Packers since 2005. Jay Cutler has been with the Bears five years, though it seems a lot longer. So three years is 

pretty short. We want to take our time so that we really understand God’s Word. These truths make an eternal difference 

in our lives and in this world.  

  If our lives are going to have purpose or meaning, we must find Jesus. There’s no better place to start discovering who 

Jesus is, who the Living Word is, than in the written Word…God’s written record of Himself, the Bible. This is not my 

opinion or your opinion. It’s what God wants us to know. Luke is an authorized biography of Jesus.  

  Luke is the only Gospel with an introduction. Today we’re focusing on one sentence. These first four verses are just one 

Greek sentence. Unfortunately, most of us skip the introduction in a book to jump right in. If we do, we miss 

foundational material like the author’s purpose or other vital information.  

  In ancient times, they didn’t have books, they had scrolls. You couldn’t unroll a whole scroll to see if you were 

interested. So those opening sentences were important and that’s the case here. Luke wants to help us set aside our 

doubts and our skepticism, even our cynicism.  

  In a 2007 interview for Newsweek, well-known atheist and best-selling author, Sam Harris said, “I don’t want to 

pretend to be certain about anything I’m not certain about.” Luke would agree with Mr. Harris. That’s why he wrote his 

famous Gospel. Luke’s Gospel was written to provide certainty about who Jesus is. And our prayer needs to be that this 

study will help us and unbelievers in our midst understand the gospel and come to full assurance of salvation. If you do, 

we’ll rejoice, Heaven will rejoice and Dr. Luke will rejoice. Luke helps us get there by laying a solid foundation for 

Truth in a “trust no one” world. If you’re taking notes… 



 

1. Who wrote it? God uses the educated and scientists to accomplish His purposes. There is no divorce between 

science and God’s truth. What do doctors do? What do scientists do? They ask questions, lots of them. They don’t take 

things for granted. They investigate. Colossians 4:14 tells us that Luke was a medical doctor. What better individual to 

write a biography of who Jesus is than a doctor? Some Christians wonder what’s the role of science and medicine in 

Christian faith. Luke is a wonderful example.  

  Periodically, some goofy Christian says weird things like, “You don’t need to go to the doctor. You don’t need medical 

insurance. All you need to do is pray have faith, trust God, and He’ll heal you.” Then, they go to places like Luke and 

say, “See, Jesus healed people.” They go to the book of Acts, “See, the Holy Spirit does miracles.” But they forget those 

two books were written by a medical doctor. Bizarre oversight. Dr. Luke’s point wasn’t that you don’t need a doctor, his 

point is that Jesus is the Great Physician. Sometimes He does miraculously heal; other times He works through medical 

science. And as we work through this Gospel, we’re going to see Luke’s medical training come through as he includes 

material the other Gospel writers don’t. No wonder he begins his account with the births of two important babies.  

  So what do we know about Luke? He was a Gentile and was non-apostolic. That means he didn’t know Jesus 

personally. He would have been a second generation Christian. Like us, he had to determine if the evidence was 

credible…or, if it was some giant leap of faith.  

  Christians shouldn’t fear education. Truth doesn’t fear scrutiny. We don’t need to be intimidated by white coats. But we 

must teach our young people stand alone, to not cave to academic peer pressure. And we must determine to be godly and 

different from the silly caricatures promoted in the media of Christians. They just don’t hold water.  

  Did you know that a vast majority of universities and colleges were started by Christians? Only since the modern period 

has there been a movement to secularize schools. Some of our most highly-regarded educational institutions, Oxford, 

Cambridge, Harvard, Yale, were founded and funded by the Church. It’s always been in the interest of Christians to see 

the world educated, and not just about matters of Christian theology and religion. Famous reformer, John Calvin, opened 

up a liberal arts school so that people could learn about art, literature and other secular subjects.  

  The result of Luke’s careful research is that in reading his Gospel, it strengthens our faith, giving us assurance that we 

hold God’s Truth in our hands. Luke doesn’t build straw men arguments. He does the hard work with the rigor of a prize-

winning journalist, asking those famous questions: Who? What? When? Where? How? At the back of his mind were the 

same questions we ask: Who is Jesus? What did He do? Did He really do what people said that He did? And when Luke 

was satisfied he had the facts, then he wrote it down. As a careful historian, he wrote a sober, straightforward, 

nonsensationalized account of who Jesus was and what Jesus did to save the world. This strengthens our faith. The 

Gospel of Luke has all the marks of well documented history. He does his homework.  

  This is a wonderful example of biblical inspiration. While Luke is the one who did the research and writing, it was God 

who gave us this Gospel. The work Luke did was under the sovereign control of God’s Spirit, so that the Gospel he 

wrote is the very Word of God. Like everything else in the Bible, it’s not merely a human book about God, it’s a divine 

book to humanity.  

  Have you met some arrogant doctor? One who thinks M.D. stands for mere deity. That’s not Luke. What I love about 

him is that he’s a humble servant who’s faithful to Jesus. He’s an educated and influential man who used his gifts to 

serve the Lord.  

  If you have an education or you’re a person of influence, be involved. Use science or medicine as general revelation, or 

what’s referred to as common grace. Use the IQ God gave you to be a blessing. Think how cool it’d be to have Luke as 

your doctor. He deals with your physical problem and prays for you. I’ve got a doctor like that. It’s a great gift and 

blessing. 

  What generally happens is that you go to med school, rack up massive debt, equal to some small countries, and your 

whole goal is to graduate, get a really good job, pay that off, and live a very affluent life. Luke had accomplished that. 

He’s a medical doctor and very well educated. We know that because his Greek is impeccable. He’s highly educated in a 

day when maybe only 10% of men were educated.  

  Some of you may have wondered, “Should I study hard and finish college?” Yes, finish school and serve Jesus. Use 

your education to help prepare you for that. That’s what Luke did. God probably won’t ask you to walk away from a 

lucrative private practice of medicine like Luke did. He travelled with Paul, did investigative research and wrote two 

books of the Bible. He used his education, medical background and intellect for the cause of Christ.  

  That’s where we all need to be. Use your education, use your position to help you be a faithful servant of Jesus. If you 

want to be a doctor, praise God. Find a way to serve others and use it for the cause of Christ. Luke is a great example of a 

professional serving the Lord.  

 



2. Who paid for it? God uses the wealthy and politicians to accomplish His purposes. There is no separation of 

Church and State with God. Verse 3, “It seemed good to me also, having followed all things closely for some time 

past, to write an orderly account for you, most excellent Theophilus.” Luke’s Gospel was written for a man named 

Theophilus, which means “dear to God” or “lover of God.” We don’t know a lot about him, so we want to be careful 

that we don’t wander too afar afield.  

  Luke refers to him as “most excellent” so he was probably a Roman official who’d trusted Christ and now needed to be 

established in the faith. It’s also possible that Theophilus was a seeker after truth who was being taught the Christian 

message. Verse 4, “that you may have certainty concerning the things you have been taught,” suggests he was being 

instructed in the basics of Christianity. Both Luke and Acts are addressed to this same personage.  

  The greeting, “most excellent,” seems to indicate a person of high social standing. Apparently, he’s the patron or 

financial backer of Luke’s work.  

  Theophilus is the recipient of both the Gospel of Luke and the book of Acts. It reminds us that God loves the world and 

He loves individuals. The longest book of the New Testament is written to one person. Does God love the world? Yes. 

Does God love all the nations? Yes. Does God love all the cities? Yes. Does he love individuals? Yes, He does. That 

God goes to such great lengths to have one book of the Bible given to one person is an indication that God doesn’t deal 

with us like we’re a Social Security number. He deals with us individually, as image-bearers. My friend, God knows 

your name and He knows my name.  

  This Gospel had Theophilus as its original intended recipient, yet the book of Luke is for anyone else who loves God. 

Ambrose, the 4th century Church Father, put it this way, “So the Gospel was written to Theophilus, that is, to him whom 

God loves. If you love God, it was written to you.” So it’s for Theophilus and all who love God. The book of Luke goes 

on an all out effort to encourage others to be lovers of God, too. 

  Let me tell you about Theophilus. He’s probably a new convert to Christianity. It’s likely that he was a Roman official. 

That means he has a lot at stake. So here’s a wealthy, prominent, affluent, significant man who becomes a Christian. And 

he’s wondering, “Is it really true? Is Jesus really God? Did He really do what I’ve heard He did? Walk on water, cast out 

demons, multiply fishes and loaves, command nature to obey Him, die and rise. Did He really say He was God? Can He 

really forgive sin? Is he really the God-Man? Can He reconcile us back to God? Is this all true or not?”  

  Theophilus has a lot to lose in publicly declaring himself to be a Christian. Back then, Caesar was lord. As a Christian, 

Theophilus would declare, “Not anymore, Jesus is Lord.” As a Roman official, he’d say, “My highest allegiance is to my 

nation,” but upon meeting Jesus he’d have to say, “No, my highest allegiance is to Jesus’ kingdom.” That’d get him in 

trouble with Rome. It could cost him his position, maybe get him imprisoned, or cost him his life. So he’s wrestling, 

perhaps as some of you are, with his faith: “Do I really believe in Jesus? Do I love Jesus? Do I belong to Jesus? Am I 

willing to go public? Am I willing to go on my Facebook page and click Christian and let others know? Am I going to 

blog my testimony? When Anderson Cooper calls, am I going to say, ‘Jesus is Lord, Caesar is not’?”  

  He’s got a lot at stake, so he contracts out and funds Dr. Luke, an educated man who has access to the apostles, 

eyewitnesses and the disciples. And he says, “Luke, I need you to find the truth. Get the facts. Find out exactly what 

happened around this man Jesus and give me a full report.” 

  Here’s what’s really amazing. That was very expensive. Luke’s books are an ancient way that someone who’d been 

funded acknowledged their benefactor. They’d dedicate their play, poetry, or book to their donor.  

  Theophilus paid for two books of the Bible to be written. Think about this. Two thousand years later, had it not been for 

Theophilus’ generosity, we’d be lacking the largest contribution to the entire New Testament.  

  One of the weaknesses of the Church today, actually, one of the sins of the Church today and one of the sins of our 

church, is that we have not excelled in generosity. While God has been very generous to us, we’ve not been very 

generous to His work. Some of you may be thinking, “Uh oh, here it comes, he wants to take my money.” It’s not your 

money, it’s His. You and I are merely managers of God’s money. It boils down to this. Either you worship your money, 

status, possessions, and wealth, or you worship with your money, status, possessions, and wealth. Theophilus was a man 

who gave generously for Luke to do his ministry. 

  Liberals love the book of Luke. They read it and say, “That Gospel talks about the poor more than any other. It shows 

that Jesus was poor. Jesus loved the poor, included the poor – Jesus is all about the poor!” But they forget that the only 

reason we know this is because one rich guy very generously paid for the book that tells us that Jesus loves the poor.  

  Christianity is not about the class warfare that many of us have been brainwashed with. Rich people can love Jesus and 

they’re supposed to give generously. Poor people can love Jesus and they’re supposed to give generously. Sometimes it’s 

rich people who pay for things so that poor people can know that Jesus loves them. And Theophilus is that guy. I hope 

that God blesses some of you and you earn lots of money so you can be very, very generous. That’s because it’s not 

about how much you make, it’s about what you do with it.  



  Theophilus didn’t go out and get a new camel with rims, buy a summer palace, or get that sheepskin couch he always 

wanted. What he decided was, “I need to find out the facts about Jesus and I need an educated, objective, academic 

historian to do the research. So I’ll make an enormous financial sacrifice and let him go out and give me the facts.”  

  And we got two books of the Bible out of it. So much that we know about Jesus and how we’re to function as a church 

comes from the books of Acts, about the church, and Luke, about Jesus. When we read Luke we’re holding a physical 

testimony of generosity. Can I challenge you? Let’s not just commend Theophilus, let’s imitate him. Let’s be givers, not 

just takers.  

 

3. Where do we need to start? God’s Word can be trusted. Today Christians stand at a greater distance from those 

with whom we communicate than we did only 50 years ago. Fifty years ago, even those who rejected Christianity were 

prepared to discuss whether the evidence for Christianity’s truth was adequate. That’s not often the case today. Even 

before we can broach the question of whether the Gospel is true, we have to establish that such a thing as truth exists. To 

bridge the gap between ourselves and postmodern thinkers, we need to introduce additional steps in the communication 

process. Communicating with a postmodern culture is not impossible; it’s just more difficult.  

  Truth in a “trust no one” world flies in the face of Postmodernism. Our culture believes that there’s no such thing as 

absolute truth. Truth is personal and subjective. In religious and spiritual matters, to say that you have the truth is seen as 

arrogance. Because it implies that you’re right and others are wrong. You may have encountered this worldview when 

you’ve shared the gospel with someone, only to have him/her respond, “It’s great that you believe in Jesus and that it 

works for you. But I’m into the New Age vegetarian Zen approach. That works for me.” Spiritual truth becomes a matter 

of personal opinion and whatever works.  

  When actor, Will Smith, (picture) was interviewed by Newsweek (2008), the interviewer said, “Will, it’s rumored that 

you’re involved in or enamored with Scientology. But Will, you grew up a Baptist. How do you reconcile those things?” 

And Will Smith replied, “Well, you know, I grew up in a neighborhood where there were Muslims, Christians, Jews, 

Hindus, atheists and others. And I believe that any way someone approaches God, if it works for them, that's wonderful. 

I think that everyone has truth. We all call the same God by different names. And, anyway, my grandmother taught me 

ultimately it was about being a good person, doing good things.”  

  Here's the point: Had Will Smith said to Luke: “Look, I don't want to get all hung up in the truths and the doctrines and 

the claims about who Jesus is and what He is, I just want to be a good person and do good things.” Luke would have 

said, “Fine. You’re not a Christian. Christians believe this. It’s essential to Christians. Christians are not just people 

interested in doing good things. They’re also people who believe the right things, they believe the Truth.” 

  Truth matters. Luke claims that his Gospel is truth. In these 4 verses, Luke is crystal clear that the matters that he’s 

about to relate are historically true, and thus should be believed. 

  a. That’s because Luke’s Gospel is historical. Luke wants us to know and believe this with absolute certainty. How 

can we know this is true? Luke mentions several things to establish the credibility of his account. First, there were many 

written eyewitnesses accounts of Jesus’ life that he consulted. They may have included the Gospel of Mark. He probably 

also included other written sources which are no longer extant. But the fact that there were many and, as we can 

presume, that Luke used these many witnesses at points where they all lined up, gives credibility to Luke’s research. 

  Second, Luke states that many of his sources were eyewitnesses to the ministry of Jesus. This was an essential 

qualification for an Apostle (Acts 1:21-22). Luke is referring to apostolic witnesses who handed down what they’d seen 

and knew to be true because they’d been with Jesus. These men had become “ministers of the word,” the Gospel. They 

weren’t religious hucksters. They were men of integrity whose character and lives backed up the message of self-denial 

and servanthood as preached by Jesus. 

  In addition to all of these witnesses, Luke himself, although not an eyewitness to these things, carefully researched the 

written and oral accounts to verify everything before he wrote. Probably, while he was living in Caesarea during Paul’s 

two-year imprisonment, Luke had interviewed a number of the eyewitnesses, including Jesus’ mother, Mary, to make 

sure he had the story in its correct form.  

  Even though we who hold to the verbal inspiration of Scripture believe that Luke was inspired by the Holy Spirit, this 

doesn’t mean that the Spirit dictated Luke’s message to him. Rather, the Spirit guided Luke as he carefully researched 

the history of Jesus’ life and ministry, and guided him as he wrote so that his words were exactly what God intended. 

The inspiration of the Holy Spirit doesn’t preclude the use of careful scholarship.  

  Luke dots all of his i’s and crosses all his t’s as he writes this history of Jesus. In the words of the famous archaeologist, 

William Ramsay, “Luke is a historian of the first rank; not merely are his statements of fact trustworthy; he is possessed 

of the true historic sense; he seizes the important and critical events and shows their true nature at greater length, while 

he touches lightly or omits entirely much that was valueless for his purpose. In short, this author should be placed alone 

with the very greatest of historians.” Luke’s Gospel is historical. Then… 



  b. That’s because Luke’s Gospel is reliable. You’ll hear people question the accuracy of the Gospels because the 

accounts were first passed down orally. Back then, they didn’t write things down, instead they rehearsed them over and 

over. If you told an inaccurate account, others would catch you.  

  Let me give you an example we’re all familiar with. A wife is telling a story to some friends. She says, “On Friday, I 

went to the Shell Station and bought ten gallons of gas.” Her husband pipes up, “No, it was on Thursday and it was 

seven gallons.”  

  Ancient people didn’t say, “Let me write that down.” They memorized. Communicating things accurately was so 

important to them that 500 years earlier, Plato said that there was a danger in writing things down. Human memories, he 

thought, were the best way to get things right and pass them on. As J. Gresham Machen, a theologian of another era 

notes, “Stamped upon the tablets of Jewish minds, the story of Jesus’ words and deeds was for a time at least as safe as 

though inscribed on stone or bronze.” That’s why Luke said, “that you may have certainty concerning the things.”  

  The buzz word of our day is spirituality. If you tell a skeptical friend that you believe the Bible, that it’s accurate, 

historical and reliable, they’ll laugh at you and say, “How can you believe that old relic?” Yet, when someone like 

Shirley MacLaine (picture), in her book, Out to lunch…I mean, Out on a limb, says that her daughter was her mother in 

a prior life, that she’d been a prostitute, that she’d been a man at one time, then that’s Gospel.  

  Have you heard about this book? The Elves of Lily Hill Farm (picture) by Penny Kelly. You can’t make this stuff up. 

It’s the “true” story of Penny Kelly's meeting with a group of elves, who are led by the elf, Alvey. She makes a deal with 

them to produce one-hundred tons of grapes from a mere thirteen acres of vineyards without chemical fertilizers and 

pesticides. And your skeptic friends who scoff at you trusting the Bible will say, “Have you read this great book by 

Penny Kelly? Isn’t that cool how she met those elves?” Talk to them about the Bible and they’ll snort, “that’s a fairy 

tale.”   

  If you’ve never read it, please pick up a copy of Josh McDowell’s book, Evidence that Demands a Verdict. My friend, 

there are more questions about the accuracy of Shakespeare than there are about the Bible. McDowell does his 

homework and a phenomenal job of documenting that. Then, c… 

  c. That’s because Luke’s Gospel is unique. Over 50% of Luke’s Gospel is unique, containing materials found nowhere 

else. Without Luke, certain periods of Christ’s life would be unknown to us. He alone gives certain important 

chronological notations. Luke has a greater focus on individuals than do the other gospels. Luke mentions thirteen 

women not found in the other gospels and has a more comprehensive range than the others. It begins with the 

announcements concerning the births of John the Baptist and Jesus and ends with a reference to the ascension of Christ.  

  Luke’s Gospel is musical. Luke alone, the educated and artistically disposed Greek, shares the songs of Elisabeth, 

Mary, Zacharias, Simeon and the hymn of the angels. His Gospel is unique in portraying intimate information about the 

thoughts and feelings of the people involved. Doctors are concerned about thoughts and feelings. For example, Luke 

informs us that “Mary treasured these things in her heart.” The innermost thoughts, fears and reflections of people are 

reported in this Gospel, which are not recorded elsewhere. If you’re young, you’ll really love Luke because it’s basically 

the only information that we really have about Jesus as a young boy and young man. And if you’re short, you’ll love 

Luke because Zacchaeus is in Luke. Remember the short guy who climbed a tree? Luke is the only place that Zacchaeus 

shows up. Luke’s Gospel is unique. Finally… 

  d. That’s because Luke’s Gospel is purposeful. The offer of salvation is far more prominent in Luke than in the other 

Gospels. The key word of Luke is “save.” It’s not even used in Matthew and Mark, and appears only once in John. 

Together with the forms “Savior” and “salvation,” the word is used 20 times in Luke. The angel announced the birth of a 

“Savior.” Our sword challenge this week, Luke 19:10, is the thematic verse of Luke, “For the Son of Man came to seek 

and to save the lost.” Walter Liefeld states, “The entire Gospel of Luke pictures Jesus as reaching out to the lost in 

forgiveness.”  

 

Conclusion: Let’s bring all this home. The biggest question about Theophilus is whether he is a Christian or not. That’s 

the most critical question for anyone. It’s obvious Theophilus knew something about Christianity. But we’re not sure if 

he had just a head knowledge or if he had a heart knowledge. It may have been that he was having doubts and it’s okay to 

have doubts. That doesn’t mean that we’re not a Christian. It means we’re sinners who are struggling to live by faith. But 

God calls us to grow in faith, so that we have the assurance and certainty that Luke writes of.  

 So how do we know for sure? It’s not by looking at ourselves, our own spiritual performance. If our assurance rested on 

us and our ability to follow Christ, we could never be sure. Our assurance doesn’t come from going back to the moment 

when we first trusted Christ. No, the only way to have assurance is to look to Jesus and trust His Word. That’s why Luke 

wrote ‘the Gospel of knowing for sure.”  

  Luke’s Gospel is for anyone who needs to know Jesus. It’s for those who’ve never met Jesus before, and for those who 

need to meet Him again, as if for the very first time. It’s for anyone who wants to know for sure, to be certain. 



  My friend, do you know Jesus? Are you sure? Are you so certain in your faith that you’re able to live for Jesus, and 

even to die for Him?  

  It’s been called the Canadian Titanic. One of the terrors of shipping in those pre-radar days was fog. On May 29, 1914 

the ocean liner, the Empress of Ireland sank, following a collision with a Norwegian ship. As the ship began to sink, it 

was discovered that there weren’t enough life belts on board for all the passengers. But on that ship were 167 Salvation 

Army officers—109 of them drowned. Not one of their bodies that were recovered had on a life belt.  

  The few survivors of that tragedy told how those Salvation Army Christians took off their own life belts and strapped 

them upon others, saying, “I can die better than you can.” And as the ship went down, they testified with their very lives 

that they were sure that they knew Jesus and could trust His Word.  

  So how about you? Do you know Jesus? Luke is the Gospel of certainty, It’s the Gospel of salvation. Are you sure? Is 

Jesus your Savior?  

 


