
When Nobody Becomes Somebody 
 

Did you hear about the woman in Sweden who gave birth last month to a healthy baby 
boy after receiving a womb transplant. The 36-year-old mother who was born without a 
uterus received one from a close family friend last year. Her baby boy, 
Vincent (picture), was born prematurely but healthy last month. Mother and child are 
now home and doing well. 
  History has some amazing births. In 2008, at the age of 70, Rajo Devi became the 
oldest woman to give birth (picture). She and her husband had unsuccessfully tried to 
conceive throughout their 50 years of marriage and thought it was impossible after 
menopause. However, after entering a fertility program, Devi was able to conceive and 
gave birth to a baby girl. 
  The title for tiniest single baby goes to Amillia Sonja Taylor of Florida. Born at 21 
weeks and 6 days, she weighed only 10 ounces. (picture).  The record for world’s 
heaviest newborn belongs to Sig. Carmelina Fedele of Aversa, Italy (picture). Sig 
weighed 22 lb 8 oz. We’ve all heard of babies being born alongside the road but in 
2000, Carolina Chirindza gave birth to baby Rositha in a tree (picture). Chirindza’s 
home in Mozambique was overcome by rapidly-moving high floodwaters so she climbed 
up a tree to avoid crocodile-infested waters. For four days without food or water, she 
waited for rescue. Rositha was born the fourth day and a military helicopter rescued 
them shortly afterwards. Yet, I think Dominique Trevino(picture) chose the best place to 
have a baby, outside of a hospital. 13 minutes after passing through the doors of the 
Denver Public Library, she gave birth to a little girl. Both mother and daughter were 
given special lifetime library cards. 
  The Bible, too, records some amazing births, yet the most amazing birth of all time 
was the birth of Jesus Christ to a virgin named Mary. The virgin birth of Jesus Christ is 
foundational to Christianity. It’s the only way to explain how Jesus could be the God-
man. If Jesus had a human father, He’d be as, Jesus Christ Superstar said, “just a 
man” and couldn’t be our Savior. If Jesus isn’t the Savior, there’s no Gospel, no 
salvation, no forgiveness, no resurrection and no hope beyond this life. But He was 
virgin born. Please turn to Luke 1:26-38 (p. 855). 
  Because the virgin birth is so vital to our faith, we’re going to be studying it for two 
Sundays. This week we’ll work through the text and the powerful truths here for us. Next 
week, we’ll return and specifically work through the doctrine of the virgin conception. 
Today, though, we want to focus on Mary. When it comes to Mary, there are two 
extremes. Some magnify her so much that Jesus takes second place. Other ignore her 
and fail to give her the attention she deserves. Her cousin, Elizabeth, filled with the 
Spirit, call Mary “the mother of my Lord” (vs. 43). That’s reason enough to honor her. 
  Mary is a nobody from nowhere, yet her story of faith and godliness powerfully echoes 
down the corridors of time. She is truly When a nobody became a somebody. If she 
walked in here today, we’d hardly notice her. 
  Do you feel like a nobody? Do you feel like if you disappeared from this earth, no one 
would even notice? Do you wonder if you’re making a difference? Do you often feel 
discouraged because you feel so insignificant? Maybe you’re up in years, you look back 
on your life and wonder if you accomplished anything. Maybe you go to work every day, 
punch in, punch out, try to be a good spouse and parent, you love the Lord, but you 
wonder if your life really matters? If any of that describes you, this message is for you. 



  The Bible is a book about a bunch of nobodies, who worship Someone. As we 
surrender to God’s plan, like Mary – a bunch of nobodies become somebody in God’s 
eyes and make a difference in eternity. Today we’re going to trace a line through this 
passage and use several “be” statements to tie it all together: pledged to be; do not be; 
how will this be? you will be; and let it be. Maybe we’ll sing Let it be as the 
benediction. Mary is a wonderful reminder that God loves to use nobodies. If you’re 
taking notes... 

  

1. Pledged to be – God’s value system is the opposite of ours. Have you ever been 
to Bonanza, Colorado? Probably not. It has a population of 16. But it’s a little bigger 
than Centralia, Pennsylvania which has a population of 10. That’s still double the size of 
Freeport, Kansas with a population of 5. Nazareth wasn’t that small, but it was close. “In 
the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named 
Nazareth” (1:26). 
  Nazareth is nothing. It’s Nowhereville. While Nazareth is mentioned here in Luke, it’s 
never mentioned anywhere else in the Old Testament. It’s not mentioned in the 
Apocrypha or even in the Talmud. Nor is it mentioned by the ancient historian, 
Josephus, in his historical writings because no one important ever came from or to 
Nazareth. It was nowhere. In Jesus’ day, it was a town of dozens. Maybe 50 or 100 
people maximum. 
  Ever been on a long road trip, you pull into some podunk town to buy gas, a Slurpee or 
corn dog, use the bathroom, clean the bugs off your windshield, and get out as fast as 
you can, praising God it’s not where you live? That’s Nazareth, gas station and corn 
dogs, that’s all it’s got. There’s nothing there. 
  It’s a small rural farming town. Archeologists tell us there was just one well where 
residents went to pull water. Homes were heated with wood and were 500 or 600 
square feet. No indoor plumbing, no electricity and part of that square footage was 
occupied by livestock. These are very simple, poor, rural people, the majority of which 
were illiterate. Any of you from this town? Are you from some dumpy, rural hick town? 
Your whole goal was to leave? 
  But then the angel Gabriel shows up. Where? Nazareth. This was totally unexpected. 
Nathanael says in John 1:46, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” It’s a 
rhetorical question. The assumption is, “No,” except for God. He comes from 
Nazareth. God’s value system is the opposite of ours. The only reason Nazareth has 
any prominence is because Jesus lived there. 
  What about Mary? She’s “betrothed. That means she’s pledged to be Joseph’s wife. 
This wordbetrothed is unclear to us. We do marriage differently today, often not 
well. Betrothal meant there was apledge to be married. It usually took place when you 
were about 12 or 13. Got pictures of Mary in her 20’s. Delete them from your mental 
files. They’re not accurate. 
  There was a very good reason for such young marriages. In an agrarian culture, if you 
got married when you were 12 or 13, you could have lots and lots of kids. That’s the 
free workforce you’d need to run a farm or a family business. And that way the husband 
received the benefits of a childbearing wife for a longer period of time. Practically, 



speaking, her father was able to more easily guarantee his daughter’s purity if he could 
arrange for her to be married by the time she reached puberty. 
  So a girl could be as young as 12 and be betrothed to be married. The betrothal would 
last a year. It began with a simple ceremony anticipating the wedding. At the end of the 
year of betrothal, they’d have an official wedding ceremony. They’d then live together as 
husband and wife and consummate their relationship physically. 
  Betrothal was so serious that to terminate it required either death or divorce. We find 
an example of that in the opening pages of Matthew’s Gospel. If your husband died, 
you’d be considered a widow because betrothal was marriage. Because God’s value 
system is the opposite of ours… 
  a. God only gives grace to the humble. Have any fatheads on the wall of your 
home? No one had a fathead of Mary. Mary is nobody in a nothing town in the middle of 
nowhere in a nowhere country. She’s a young teenager, illiterate. Her knowledge of 
Scripture is what she’d memorized at home and heard in the synagogue. From all 
indicators, her life wouldn’t be extraordinary. She’d marry humbly, give birth to 
numerous poor children, never travel more than a few miles from her home – and one 
day die like thousands before her. A nobody in a nothing town in the middle of nowhere. 
  As we probe this beautiful text, we can’t miss an inescapable fact, the greatest news 
ever proclaimed, came to the humblest of its people! That’s exactly what Mary said in 
her Magnificat as she sang, “My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God 
my Savior, for He has looked on the humble estate of His servant” (Luke 1:46-48). Her 
shock at Gabriel’s appearance to her, even before he shares his news, shows her 
humility. God hates pride. Satan’s first sin was arrogance. Pride is the worst and most 
dangerous sin. Pride sends more people to Hell than any other sin. 
  Contemplate for a minute how this humble girl, her humble circumstances and the 
humble condition of our Savior's birth set forth something of God's condescension and 
Jesus’ humility. God didn’t send Gabriel to Jerusalem to the family of the high priest and 
say to Caiaphas, “Caiaphas, your daughter, fair as she is, well-heeled as she is, 
excellently educated as she is, beautifully garbed in gold embroidery as she is, she’ll be 
the one who will bear the Messiah.” No, He sent Gabriel to Mary in podunk Nazareth. 
Do you see the amazing, loving condescension of God in this? 
  Parents want the best for their children. They want to clothe them in a way so that their 
children won't be embarrassed. They want them to go to the best schools and to be 
raised in a safe, secure, warm and loving environment. They try to give their children 
the best. But our heavenly Father out of love for us and for our salvation gave our 
Savior less by way of earthly privileges than any of you have given your own children. 
The message communicated by that is that no one is too low, too poor or from too bad 
of a situation for the Gospel. This is the humble condition into which the Lord Jesus was 
born. Mary was the most improbable person to be the mother of God’s Son.  
  We must not miss this vital spiritual fact of the Incarnation and the Gospel: Jesus 
comes to needy people, those who realize that without Him they can’t make it. He only 
comes to those who acknowledge their weakness and spiritual lack. The Incarnation, 
salvation, resurrection is not for the proud or self-sufficient. It’s for Mary. It’s for us. It’s 
for the poor, humble and needy. 
  b. God always keeps His promises. “And the Lord God will give to him the throne of 
his father David, and He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom 



there will be no end” (vs. 32-33). D. L. Moody said, “God never made a promise that 
was too good to be true.” A millennium before this God promised King David that his 
kingdom would never end. Gabriel refers back to the Davidic Covenant found in 2 
Samuel 7. It’s an unconditional covenant made between God and David. God promises 
David that the Messiah would come from his lineage and the tribe of Judah. That He’d 
establish a kingdom which would endure forever. This covenant is unconditional. God 
doesn’t place any conditions of obedience upon its fulfillment. The certainty of this 
promise rests solely on the integrity and faithfulness of God. It doesn’t depend at all on 
David or Israel’s obedience. God always keeps His promises. As God kept His 
promise about Jesus’ first coming, He’ll keep His promise about His second coming and 
soon return.  
  c. While Mary is a virgin, she is not virgin born. “And the virgin's name was 
Mary” (vs. 27). There’s a heresy that’s been attached to Mary that while we’re here, we 
need to work through. We never want to bash a church or a denomination. A damnable 
heresy has developed here that we need to take the time to work through. Jesus is the 
only redeemer and only way to heaven! 
  The word “virgin” is repeated three times here. Look at that explicit statement in verse 
34, “And Mary said to the angel, ‘How will this be, since I am a virgin?’” of Mary’s lack of 
sexual experience. The word leaves no doubt about Luke’s meaning. 
  * Mary is not full of grace. Should a Bible-believer sing, Ava Maria? No, not if we 
believe the Bible. Gabriel greets Mary with “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with 
you.” The Latin Vulgate translated this with “ave, gratia plena.” It’s a bad translation 
which the Catholic Church interprets to mean that Mary is full of gifts of grace and 
accordingly appears between God and man as mediator to dispense these gifts. Mary, 
instead, is a recipient of God’s grace, in that God had chosen her to become the mother 
of Jesus. 
  Ava Maria says, “Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee. Blessed art thou among 
women, and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus. Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for 
us sinners, now and in the hour of our death. Amen.” The Bible never says that Mary 
is “full of grace,” nor does it teach that she’s a mediator between God and man, or that 
we’re to pray to Mary to “pray for us sinners.” Raymond Brown, renowned Catholic 
theologian and scholar notes that saying that Mary is “full of grace” is not what Luke 
was saying. It’s because of the Latin Vulgate’s faulty translation that gave rise to this 
medieval idea that Mary was a dispenser of grace, resulting in prayers being offered to 
her. 
  So instead the Bible actually teaches that Mary, like us, is a recipient of God’s grace, 
not a repository of grace. She’s not a co-redeemer with Jesus. Mary needed a Savior, 
too. She praises God for being “my Savior” (1:47) and offered a sin offering, Luke 2:22-
24. The distorting of the biblical text and who Mary really was caused famed theologian, 
Karl Barth, to exclaim, “Can such a figure meet with worse misunderstanding than that 
which happened to her in the Catholic church?” Yet, at the same time, Mary is in fact 
the most blessed of women. Therefore, the “Blessed Virgin Mary” is a fitting designation 
for her and we’re blessed to call her blessed. 
  * The immaculate conception is unbiblical. Have you ever used the 
term “immaculate conception,”thinking you were describing the virgin birth? I have. I’ve 
probably used it in a sermon. Down the street from us, is the church we know as St. 



Mary’s. It’s name is Immaculate Conception St. Mary. The“immaculate conception” has 
nothing to do with Jesus’ birth. 
  According to the teaching of the Catholic Church, Mary, was conceived in her mother's 
womb, free from original sin. The immaculate conception is commonly confused with the 
doctrine of the Incarnation and the virgin birth of Jesus, but the two deal with very 
different subjects. 
  The Catholic Church teaches that while Mary was conceived by normal biological 
means, her soul was acted upon by God or kept immaculate at the time of her 
conception. The Catholic Church teaches Mary was a virgin before birth, in birth and 
after birth. Thus, she can be prayed to and is a co-redeemer with Jesus. This unbiblical 
view is an integral part of the practice of Mariolatry, the veneration and worship of Mary. 
It’s blasphemy because it worships a human being who is not God. Mary doesn’t hear 
and answer prayers. She doesn’t intercede for anyone. We can only imagine how much 
it would grieve Mary to know some people pray to her and worse, worship her! 
  The Bible is abundantly clear that no one is saved by his/her own merit or good works. 
We can only be saved by the merits of Jesus Christ and His death on the cross on their 
behalf (Eph. 2:8-9; Titus 3:4-7). That was true of Mary and is true of every other person 
since Adam and Eve fell into sin, except Jesus Christ alone. 
  But the Catholic Church teaches that in order for Jesus to be born sinless, Mary, too, 
had to be born without sin. In the 1850’s Pope Pius IX declared as dogma that Mary 
was immaculately conceived or born without original sin. The fallacy of that dogma, 
apart from the fact that the Bible never teaches it, is that Mary’s parents would have had 
to have been sinlessly conceived too for Mary to have escaped their sin…and so on all 
the way back to Adam. 
  Without stating the method, the angel, Gabriel, simply affirms that through the power of 
the Holy Spirit, Mary’s offspring would be preserved from sin through the virgin 
conception (1:35). Mary is the blessed virgin who alone was called to give birth to the 
Son of God. And while her experience is not our experience, nevertheless, 
her example is for all of us. 

  

2. Do not be afraid – God’s will isn’t usually safe and often frightening. Years ago, 
I had a dear friend who’d continually rationalize his choices as “God’s will” for him. I 
finally said, “We have a completely different view of God’s will. Somehow God’s will for 
you is something that you’d normally do anyway because it fits who you are and your 
personality. 
  As we study the Bible, we find that God’s will is rarely, if ever, what those individuals 
would have “normally” done. That’s the case with Mary. God’s will for her wasn’t 
something that she’d have chosen. That’s why Gabriel says, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for 
you have found favor with God. And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a 
son, and you shall call His name Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of 
the Most High. And the Lord God will give to Him the throne of His father David, and He 
will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of His kingdom there will be no 
end” (vss. 30-33). 
  With breathtaking brevity, Gabriel succinctly summarized the entire ministry of Jesus: 
His saving work, righteous life, deity, resurrection, ascension, glorious return and 



kingdom rule – and she was going to be His Momma. Wow! “He will be great!” in reality, 
Jesus’ life would define greatness. 
  This was Gabriel’s announcement and God’s plan for her life. Mary would give birth to 
a son named, Jesus, who’s name means Savior. He’d be the great Savior and the Son 
of God, the most powerful ruler in the history of the world. And Mary trusted the angel’s 
promise and submitted to God’s will. 
  My friend, if you’re a child of God, He’s probably called you to something that’s beyond 
you, something that’s perhaps frightening and certainly beyond your abilities. I don’t 
know what that is for you. I do know God’s will isn’t safe. It’s not rash, but it’s not safe. 
That’s why He calls us to step out on faith in Him and God says the same thing to 
us, “Do not be afraid” 
  
3. How will this be? – It’s okay to question, it’s a sin to doubt. “And Mary said to the 
angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin’?” (vs. 34). Medieval Church theologian, 
Anselm, insightfully said, “Questions are faith seeking understanding.” That’s Mary. 
Unlike Zechariah, she’s not questioning whether this will happen. But since she’s a 
virgin, how’s it going to take place? 
  We tend to think of those from Jesus’ day as simpletons and ignorant. That wasn’t the 
case. Mary may have been a junior higher, but she understood basic biology. Her 
question only makes sense if she understands this as the promise of an immediate 
pregnancy rather than one to follow the normal way after her marriage is consummated. 
But unlike the theologian and priest, Zechariah, she doesn’t ask for a sign. 
  Mary is the spiritual model for all who experience the new birth, or the birth of the 
Savior in their lives. This is a believing question. It’s the question that all those who 
know Jesus have asked, “God, how is it possible?” Do you have this blessed 
inquisitiveness? Have you asked, “God, how can I be born-again? How can I 
experience the life of Jesus within me?” 
  It’s a life-giving question because it requires an examination of the significance of 
Christ’s atoning work on the cross and how its cleansing benefits come to us through 
faith. The mysteries of the new birth must also be contemplated – the work of the Holy 
Spirit, what it means to be born again, to be in Christ, a new creation and much more. 
For us, a “how can this be” contemplation often serves as a prelude to knowing Christ 
as our Lord and Savior. 

  

4. You will be – God’s ways are beyond our human understanding. “And the angel 
answered her, ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will 
overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the Son of God. And 
behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son, and this is the 
sixth month with her who was called barren. For nothing will be impossible with 
God” (vss. 35-37). Miracles are extremely rare in biblical history. By Mary’s day there 
had been no divine revelation or miracles for four centuries. 
  The delicacy of expression here avoids the crude pagan idea of a god coupling with a 
human woman. It’s a divine mystery. A child so conceived will be the God-man and 
outside the normal pattern of human generation. All leading scholars agree that there 
are no sexual overtones whatsoever. The word “overshadow” gives us the proper 



understanding. It’s used in the Septuagint to describe God’s presence in the sanctuary 
and in the New Testament for His overshadowing presence at the Transfiguration. 
  While it’s not a sexual experience, it’s surely a conscious experience – something 
Mary could feel. How could anyone have the Holy Spirit come upon him or her, and be 
overshadowed with the presence of God, and not know it? At any rate, Mary understood 
the awesome significance of what she’d heard and what was going to take place. It’s 
what gave her grace and kept her faithful during the tumultuous months and years that 
were to come. 
  And while she didn’t ask for one, Gabriel gave her a sign. It was a sign that proved 
God’s sovereignty over the womb, that Mary’s cousin, Elizabeth, old, barren Elizabeth, 
was six months pregnant! Gabriel told her this to prove the power of God, which he 
declared in a memorable and wonderful phrase, “For nothing will be impossible with 
God” (vs. 37). 
  Isn’t that the essence of Christianity – believing that God can do the impossible, 
believing that the virgin gives birth to a child, believing that this helpless infant is God, 
believing that this child takes away the sin of the world. That’s Christianity – believing 
the impossible. Do you believe? 
  Has God allowed an impossible situation in your life? Perhaps it seems impossible that 
your great sin can be forgiven or that you can break free of some sin habit, especially 
after all the times that you’ve tried not to do it again and failed. Maybe it seems 
impossible for your physical or financial needs to be met, or for your work or your 
studies to succeed. It may seem impossible to endure the suffering that’s come into 
your life, or for someone that you love to come to Christ. But the Bible says, “nothing will 
be impossible with God.” 

  

5. Let it be – The best response to God’s plan is a humble, submissive heart. “And 
Mary said, ‘Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.’ 
And the angel departed from her” (vs. 38). 
  Emil Brunner said that, “Faith is obedience, nothing else; literally, nothing else at 
all.” Here’s this simple young girl from a simple town with a simple faith, but it’s a 
sincere and simple faith. She’s probably illiterate. She doesn’t have a Bible; she has bits 
and pieces of Scripture that she treasures in her heart. But here’s what she does have 
– a humble, submissive heart. She responds, “I’m the Lord’s servant.”She’s willing to 
be a slave. “Whatever he wants, that’s what I want, I will serve as He calls.” 
  This is amazing. So many of us have a life charted out for ourselves and we want God 
to bless it and make it happen. If God should rewrite our script, we’re not very happy 
about that. Mary has a script for her life: “I’m going to marry Joseph, it’s going to be a 
great wedding, the dress will be beautiful. Then, we’re going to consummate our 
marriage and going to make babies. Everybody is going to think I’m a good person and 
nobody is going to call me a tramp or a whore because I’ll be a virgin.” But the angel 
shows up and says, “New script.” And Mary says, “Whatever the Lord wants, He gets to 
write the script for my life. I love him, I trust him, and I’m His servant,” says the junior 
high girl. 
  We read that and we culturally miss all that Mary is willing to give up. It shows that she 
doesn’t idolize marriage or her identity, or even comfort and security. She’s willing to 



open her hands and forego all of that and let it be taken from her. There was a provision 
in the Law that would have allowed Joseph to divorce her. Matthew’s Gospel tells us 
that Joseph was planning to divorce her until Gabriel showed up and told him not to. 
  This is what she’s saying: “God, if I don’t get to marry Joseph, I’m okay with that.” How 
many of you ladies, putting together your wedding registry and invitation list, if God 
showed up and said, “No, you need to let that go, you may never be married. He may 
divorce you before you even start,” and you’d say, “I’m totally fine with that, it’s not a 
problem”? 
  That’s Mary’s response. What she’s saying is, “God, I’m okay with anything. I’ll let go 
of Joseph and my reputation.” For the rest of her life, they called her a slut. Jesus, 
growing up, heard repeatedly, “At least we know who our father is.” That’s another way 
of stating, “Your mother slept around so much you don’t even know who your Dad is.” 
Mary knows what she’s submitting too. She’s willing to let go of her comfort, security, 
identity, reputation, marriage and she doesn’t even blink. It’s instantaneous, “I’m the 
servant of the Lord, whatever He would have from me.” 
  Is your life submitted to God like Mary’s? Do you submit to God’s plan but you do it 
through angry, clenched lips. This is also not the funeral tone of resignation and defeat, 
of “Well, if that’s the way it has to be.” No, this is humility, submission coupled with joy 
and expectancy. “May it be to me as you have said! Whatever you want Lord, I’m 
yours!” 
  Are you willing to be God’s humble servant? Then, surrender to His will and give up 
control of your life, put it in His hands. Live for God no matter what the cost, no matter 
what others think. Do this even if it means suffering for the cause of Christ. Do it by His 
grace through faith in Christ and through the power of His Spirit. 

  

Conclusion: A century before Ebola, Yellow Fever devastated our soldiers. Clara 
Maass (picture) was born in East Orange, New Jersey to German immigrants. She was 
the oldest of 10 children in a devout Lutheran family. In 1895, she became one of the 
first graduates of Newark German Hospital's Christina Trefz Training School for Nurses. 
By 1898, she’d been promoted to head nurse. She’s known for her hard work and 
dedication. But in April of 1898, during the Spanish-American War, Clara volunteered to 
be a nurse in the U.S. Army. Discharged in 1899, she volunteered again. Shortly after 
finishing her second assignment with the army, she returned to Cuba to work with the 
Army's Yellow Fever Commission. The Commission was established during the post-
war occupation of Cuba to investigate Yellow Fever, which was endemic in Cuba. One 
of its goals was to determine how the disease was spread: by mosquito bites or by 
contact with contaminated objects. So the commission recruited human subjects. 
  In the first recorded instance of informed consent in human experiments, volunteers 
were told participation in the studies might result in their deaths. Clara volunteered to be 
bitten by an infected mosquito and contracted a mild case of the disease from which 
she quickly recovered. By this time, researchers were certain mosquitoes were the 
source of the disease but they still lacked the scientific evidence to prove it because 
some volunteers who were bitten remained healthy. 
  So Clara continued to volunteer for experiments. She allowed herself to be bitten by 
infected mosquitoes the second time. But doctors decided her case was too mild, so 



she was bitten again…and it killed her. She died ten days later at the age of twenty-five. 
But her infection and death helped convince researchers that mosquitoes were the 
source of Yellow Fever. But then tragically, she and her sacrifice were forgotten for 
most of a century. 
  Finally, in 1976, the United States Postal Service issued a commemorative stamp in 
her honor, the very first to honor an individual nurse. Said the pastor of the East Orange 
church who led the campaign to have Clara Maass honored, “Here we have a martyr 
and no one has ever heard of her.” When she was finally honored a nobody became a 
somebody. 
  Mary was blessed by God and today is known throughout the world. But most of God’s 
humble, obedient servants won’t be. You probably won’t be and neither will I, at least 
not down here. But God knows and He’s keeping an account. Though we may never be 
known in this world, if we’re faithful and obedient, we can be somebody’s for all eternity. 
And we’ll hear those wonderful words, “Well, done, good and faithful servant!” Are you 
willing to be a nobody for God? Will you determine to follow the example of a poor, 
teenage girl and be faithful no matter what? 
 


