
We opened the sermon with a clip from Tim Hawkins on atheist worship 
songs:https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=26nJjNDsbmk 

  

Four days to go! When I was a kid, I hated waiting for Christmas. It was so hard to 
sleep. My sisters and I drove my parents nuts because we were so excited. They’d stay 
up late working on our Christmas gifts, but we kids wanted to get up as early as 
possible to see what Santa brought us. When our threesome were younger, the annual 
debate was: Can we open just one gift on Christmas Eve? I think that we finally relented 
one time. 
  Christmas and waiting go hand in hand. What Are You Waiting For? What are you 
waiting for this Christmas? Are you longing for something? Maybe a college student or 
child in the military coming home? Maybe you’re heading home? Maybe you’re hoping 
that you get that special gift? Are you looking forward to anything special this 
Christmas? 
  What you’re waiting for has a lot to do with your worldview. Every year as the holiday 
season gets underway, battles break out across the country over the appropriateness of 
religious displays in public spaces, like a crèche or menorah placed in a city park – 
Christmas Wars. In our own State, there’s a traditional Christmas tree and other 
Christmas displays and for the 19th year, the Freedom From Religion Foundation’s 
winter solstice exhibit is displayed on (pictures) the first-floor of the rotunda. Christmas 
has become the battlefield of two polar opposite worldviews: Christianity and Atheism. 
Based on your worldview, What Are You Waiting For? has a completely different 
answer. A worldview is a way of perceiving reality, God, your relationship with God, the 
purpose of life and what happens after your life. 
  Atheism, An atheistic worldview has nothing to wait for. If there’s no God, this life is all 
there is. There’s no God who made us, knows us, or who will comfort us. There’s no 
God who came to die for us, and He’s not coming back for us. When we die, there’s 
nothing. Just this life. It’s all that there is.  
  Philosophically, if worked out to its logical conclusions, it’s a horrific way to live. 
Richard Dawkins, famed British atheist was asked, “Doesn’t your world view lead you to 
be depressed?” He responded, “I don’t feel depressed about it. But if somebody does, 
that’s their problem. Maybe the logic is deeply pessimistic.” “Maybe? 
  Logically consistent, emotionally deadly: You come from nowhere. You’re here for 
nothing. No one can save you. Might makes right. Only the fittest survive. If you’re 
losing, it’s because you’re a loser. If it’s your pain, it’s for progress, so be destroyed in 
the name of forward advancement. When you die, there’s nothing, there’s no one and 
you go nowhere. The universe is cold, bleak and empty. You build your life on 
unyielding despair. There’s nothing to wait for. Have you ever wondered why atheists 
don’t have great songs? This is why. Tim Hawkins is on to something. There’s no hope 
and nothing to wait for. 
  And where this inevitably leads is that when your life really hurts, or you’re struggling, 
physically injured, diagnosed with cancer, your marriage is in shambles, a loved one 
betrays you, your children are wayward, your boss fires you, you’re nearing your end, or 
emotionally you’re undone…here’s where you end up going with this ideology. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=26nJjNDsbmk


Depression, you’re just depressed. It’s why the #1 prescription medication is 
antidepressants. It will only continue to grow the more anti-theistic our culture becomes. 
  I’m not suggesting medication is a sin, but a lot of medication serves as a functional 
savior. That’s the way it often is for those who don’t know God and as a result, have no 
hope. It often leads to self-medication, drugs, alcohol, sex, pornography, shopping, 
violence, entertainment, a consumption culture. It can end in suicide: “If there’s no God 
to judge me, no God to help me, and when I die there is no consequence, then, if it 
hurts really bad, why not just get it over? I’m going to die anyways, let’s just move the 
date up.” 
  The other end of the spectrum is Christianity. It’s true. It’s about Jesus. God is the 
Creator who made the physical world, the heavens and earth, all that is. He made us 
male and female in His image and likeness with dignity, value and worth. God spoke to 
us in relationship and gave us moral commands to obey so that we could enjoy life. 
Instead, we disobeyed and chose death. We chose to follow Satan rather than God; we 
chose death over life, lies over truth. We traded intimacy with God for hiding from God. 
  Because of our sin, creation was contaminated. Everything is stained and marred by 
sin. And since the Garden we’ve been waiting. The story of the Bible is God saying, “I’ll 
come down to you, not you working up to Me. It’s about Me being humbled, not you 
being religious.” So Jesus comes, born of a woman. He comes humbly into human 
history. He comes as our Savior. 
  Luke introduces us to two wonderful elderly saints who make their first and last 
appearance in these final acts of the Christmas drama. One is a man named Simeon; 
the other a woman named Anna. They don’t appear in any nativity scenes or on 
Christmas cards, but they’re significant players in that first Christmas pageant. Both of 
these individuals were waiting for something – actually, they were waiting for Someone. 
  The Greek word that Luke uses for anticipation identifies them as waiting with 
expectation for the coming of the Messiah. We find this word in 2:25 in reference to 
Simeon, “He was waiting” and in 2:38 describing Anna who was, “looking forward 
to.” Please turn to Luke 2:21-39 (p. 857).  As we walk through this last act in Jesus’ 
nativity, we want to hone in on some Key Words found in our text. If you’re taking 
notes… 
  
1. Law: Jesus came to fulfill the Law. Simeon and Anna were waiting for God’s 
promises to be fulfilled, but why was Jesus there? Why did Mary and Joseph bring Him 
to the Temple? It wasn’t like today, when you could bundle up an infant, and if he got 
fussy, hand him over to the church nursery workers.  
  Most parents do everything they can for their new baby, especially their first born. 
Long before birth, they prepare the baby’s room, obtain a crib and newborn clothes…a 
car seat. Once the baby is born, they provide constant care—holding, feeding, burping 
and changing. Good parents give their children everything they need. 
  The most important things parents can do for their children are spiritual. Good parents 
pray for their children, asking God to bless them with good health, to come to salvation 
and spiritual growth. They talk to them about God’s Word and bring them to worship 
with God’s people. Many dedicate their children to the Lord. Jesus’ parents did that for 
Him. They brought Jesus to the Temple in obedience to the Mosaic Law. Five times in 



this passage (2:22, 23, 24, 27, 39), Luke mentions the Law. It’s critical! Luke is drawing 
our attention to something very important. 
  But when someone tells me that I’m under the Law today, I have a visceral reaction. 
Don’t be telling me that I have to give up my McRib. I react against Legalism, but this 
isn’t Legalism. Jesus was under the Law. He’s under the Old Covenant, so He 
submitted to it and obeyed it. 
  One of our difficulties in understanding Scripture is we interpret it in light of our culture. 
Some of you have determined to faithfully read the Bible this coming year. Some of you 
are committed to reading the Bible through. That’s great! Because if we’re going to 
understand the Bible, we must look at what God has given us in light of the day and 
culture that it was written in. 
  So why was Jesus circumcised? Why does He obey the Law, after all He’s sinless? 
This is very important: Jesus came to fulfill the Law. “But when the fullness of time had 
come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law” (Galatians 4:4). Like 
His baptism, Jesus in obeying the Law “served to fulfill all righteousness” (Matthew 
3:15). He could say with David, “I delight to do your will, O my God; your law is within 
my heart” (Psalm 40:8). Jesus alone, of everyone who’s ever lived, obeyed God’s Law 
perfectly throughout His entire life. Only because He did so could His righteousness be 
credited to us as believers. At the cross, God treated Jesus as if He’d lived our sinful 
lives. That’s why God is able to treat those who’ve trusted Christ as Savior as if they’d 
lived Jesus’ perfectly righteous life.  
  In His circumcision, Jesus identifies with the nation of Israel. It was the sign of the 
covenant God had made with Abraham several millennia before. At His circumcision He 
was named. His name, Jesus, means “Yahweh is Savior.” It’s a reminder that His life 
mission is redemption. It’s essential to understanding the incarnation. Today most have 
no idea what Jesus means. For those who know Him, Jesus’ name is both a claim and 
a promise. That’s why it’s so often on our lips, “Jesus is the sweetest name I know.” 
Jesus is the Greek form of Joshua who delivered the nation of Israel, bringing them into 
the Promised Land. It’s a reminder that Jesus is now our Deliverer, bringing us into the 
Promised Land of new life now and eternal life forever.   
  In obedience to the Law, Joseph and Mary sacrificed an offering. Verse 24, “and to 
offer a sacrifice according to what is said in the Law of the Lord, ‘a pair of turtledoves, or 
two young pigeons’.” According to Leviticus 12:8, that was the offering of the poor. Their 
humble offering is a public declaration of their poverty. It’s a reminder that God is the 
God of the poor. We forget Jesus came to die for the rich, poor and everything in 
between because we’re all spiritually poor. Salvation always begins with a spirit of need 
– spiritual destitution. We’re all spiritually destitute. 
  God doesn’t come to save the self-sufficient. Salvation wrongly understood gives some 
illusion of personal spiritual adequacy. Even we who are born-again can wrongly turn 
spiritual growth and advances into prideful self-sufficiency, some erroneous sense that 
one has arrived. We must continually guard against spiritual pride within our own hearts. 
Our only adequacy is in Christ alone. “Not that we are sufficient in ourselves to claim 
anything as coming from us, but our sufficiency is from God” (2 Corinthians 3:5). Jesus’ 
parents could not afford to offer a lamb, but Jesus was their Lamb. 

  



2. Waiting: God’s people faithfully wait for the fulfillment of His promises. Two 
women walked along the sidewalk after church. They were on their way home, thinking 
about meals planned for later that afternoon and casually discussing the morning 
service. "That was a great sermon on patience," remarked the one. The other replied, 
"Yeah, but he went five minutes long." 
  I’m not a good waiter. Are you? There’s just something about our frenetic, hurried 
culture. Most aren’t good at waiting. It seems like we’re even worse when it comes to 
the spiritual. Though we’re commanded to wait, to be ready for Christ’s second coming, 
most of us aren’t. 
  Barna conducted a national survey: 88% identified themselves as Christian. While he 
found 37% said the birth of Jesus was the most important aspect of Christmas, what 
stood out though was 44% of the respondents said family time was the most important 
part of Christmas. For these two elderly saints, Jesus’ birth is the most important part of 
Christmas. They were faithfully waiting for the Messiah, for Jesus’ first coming. 
  While Luke doesn’t tell us Simeon’s age, based on what he says, it’s apparent he’s an 
elderly saint who’s been faithful to God all of his life and is now ready to go Home. Luke 
frequently presents people in pairs. There’s nothing really special about either Simeon 
or Anna. They’re very ordinary. They’re old but faithful. Simeon’s name means “God has 
heard.” 
There’s just something especially wonderful about godly, gracious older saints. Ours is 
a youth culture, enamored with being young and vibrant. The Bible’s focus is on 
maturity and faithfulness. A key to their godliness is their expectancy. They were waiting 
for Messiah to come. Notice that verses 25 & 38 mention that they, along with others, 
are faithfully waiting. Perhaps Simeon was studying Daniel 9 and realized that in light of 
Daniel’s prophecy of the 70 weeks, the time of Messiah’s coming is imminent. 
  That’s what it means to be a believer, waiting in faith for God to do what He’s 
promised. It means to live in hope. Do you live in hope, trusting God, even when it 
appears hopeless? The mood of this section is hope, joy and peace. If you’re waiting in 
hope for God to keep His promises, a fruit of that is joy and peace. 
  Perhaps Simeon had been a priest, a student of the Word. We’re not sure. I can 
picture him watching over the years as young parents brought their infants to the 
Temple to present them to the Lord. Perhaps he asked for a peek, pulling back the 
blanket, peering into tiny faces, wondering, “Is this the One? Is this the Christ?” Then, 
one day the Spirit led Simeon into the outer courtyard, where he met the desire of his 
trusting heart. In the providence of God, he’s at the right place at the right time to the 
see the Christ. 
  Simeon and Anna are part of a magnificent minority. Though Israel was a religious 
nation, it was religion with a form of godliness but without God. Though the religious 
leaders knew where Jesus was to be born, though the Magi came to Jerusalem 
announcing His birth, they weren’t looking for Him. This same group would later be 
Jesus’ worst enemies. They’d put together a kangaroo court and crucify the Son of God. 
  God always has a magnificent minority, those who are faithful when others are 
faithless. They stand against the tide, though it often costs them terribly. It was true in 
the days of Noah and Elijah. It will be true at the end of the age. Will you be one? Will 
Grace Church stay true? Will we be part of God’s magnificent minority, even if it cost 
us? Will we faithfully wait? 



  Waiting is not some static state. It’s a time when God is working behind the scenes. 
The primary focus of His work is on us. I love The Message’s rendering of Romans 
8:24: “Waiting does not diminish us, any more than waiting diminishes a pregnant 
mother. We are enlarged in the waiting.” God is creating His life within us, but we must 
wait for it to come to full term. 
  
3. Salvation: Jesus didn’t come for salvation, He is salvation. Having met Joseph, 
Mary and the infant Jesus, Simeon takes Jesus up in his arms. Can you imagine how 
thrilled Simeon must have been? He’s holding God’s promises. They’d come true. God 
acts according to His Word. Salvation has come and Simeon is holding the consolation 
of Israel, the Messiah in his arms. Overwhelmed with joy and gratitude, he blesses 
God: “‘Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace, according to your word; 
for my eyes have seen Your salvation…’.” There’s something about a grandparent’s 
touch. Some of you are such wonderful grandparents! God bless you! I’ve often wished 
that my Mom could have met my children. 
  Simeon’s song of praise is the last of the Christmas songs. It’s known as Nunc 
Dimittis or “Now Lord,” from the first two words of the hymn in Latin.  It means “now you 
are dismissing.” God was releasing Simeon, His servant, to die in peace. His hope 
fulfilled, joy complete, his heart at peace – he’s ready to go Home. He’d seen God’s 
salvation. He’d held Him in his arms. 
  Simeon understood that this wasn’t just a national salvation for the nation of Israel. 
The promises of the Abrahamic and Davidic covenants won’t be fully realized until 
Jesus returns and sets up His Kingdom in the Millennium. In the incarnation Jesus didn’t 
come to save His people from their political enemies but from their greatest enemy – 
sin! He held the Savior. No wonder the early church called Simeon,Theodoches – God-
receiver! 
  Simeon is prepared to die. Anyone who’s seen Jesus through the eyes of faith is 
prepared to die. But anyone who hasn’t seen Him—whether young or old—is not ready 
to die. Have you seen Jesus by faith? Have you seen Him crucified for your sins? 
Raised for your salvation? It is then and only then that you’re prepared to die. 
  a. He was born to offer salvation to all. “For my eyes have seen your salvation that 
you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles 
and for glory to your people Israel”(vss. 30-32). For a Jew, this was shocking language. 
It’d be like burning the American flag. This faithful Jew puts Gentiles first and says 
salvation is for “all people.” It was very offensive. It’d be like serving pork sandwiches at 
a bar mitzvah. But God’s plan of salvation has always been for all people. 
  His language is that of freeing a slave. Without salvation, we’re slaves to sin (Rom. 
6:20). Simeon is echoing Isaiah’s prophesy from centuries before, “in the latter time He 
has made glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the 
nations. The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in 
a land of deep darkness, on them has light shone” (9:2). 
  This is a missionary hymn. Simeon makes the Gospel global! God’s light of salvation is 
for everyone. If you’re in the dark today, it’s for you! Remembering Christ’s compassion 
for the world is a constant theme in Luke. 
  b. He was born to bring judgment on those who reject His offer of 
salvation. Greek scholar, A.T. Robertson, said “Jesus is the great magnet. He draws 



some, and repels others” Many would reject Christ’s salvation, “Behold, this child is 
appointed for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is opposed…so that 
thoughts from many hearts may be revealed.” When someone truly encounters Christ, 
their heart, their inner thoughts (their evil thoughts) are seen for what they are. Jesus 
came to judge as well as to save. Jesus brings us to either a decision or division. 
  Apart from God’s merciful intervention, we all naturally oppose and reject Christ. Many 
think they can please God, making it to heaven on their own. They’re offended salvation 
only comes through Christ and His cross. Why would anyone die for them? They don’t 
need a Savior; they’re good people. Jesus is something they can’t get around, that they 
keep tripping over. 
  Christ reveals what our inner lives are really like. Human goodness, our best stuff, are 
as filthy rags. Unable or unwilling to handle the truth, we naturally oppose Christ’s work. 
Yet, when we fall before Him in humiliation, we receive grace and new life. Jesus 
knocks us down so He can pick us up. 
  What’s your response to Jesus? No one is able to remain neutral when it comes to 
Christ. Are you for Him or against Him? Will you stumble over Him, or will you fall before 
Him, pleading for mercy and let Him lift you up? Jesus is either the source of our 
salvation or our judgment. 
  If there’s a historical parallel, it might be Washington and Lincoln. George Washington, 
the Father of our country, was very popular and universally respected. Twice, he was 
unanimously elected president. Abraham Lincoln, the man who saved the Republic, was 
very controversial. He was hated by many, both in the North and South. He narrowly 
won two presidential elections. He was ridiculed by the press and even by members of 
his own cabinet. Finally, he was assassinated. Jesus the Messiah would be much more 
like Lincoln than Washington. Many would love Him; many more would hate Him…and 
eventually His enemies would kill Him. 
  c. He was born to bring a painful sword of suffering. “and a sword will pierce 
through your own soul also.” Mary would face shame in His birth and pain in His life. 
Notice Joseph isn’t mentioned. That suggests he’d already died when Jesus began His 
ministry thirty years later. 
  The Greek word for sword means a large sword like Goliath used (1 Samuel 17:51). 
The verb means“constantly keeps on piercing.” The most honored woman of all time 
would experience tremendous pain because of Jesus. 
  During Jesus’ life and ministry, Mary experienced great sorrow until one day she stood 
before His cross, watching Him suffer and die, as He died to be ours and her Savior. 
Simeon’s prophecy shows that from the beginning, God had a mission for Jesus that 
demanded that He suffer and die for sinners. The crucifixion was not some unexpected 
development. It was the fulfillment of Simeon’s prophecy and God’s preordained plan. 

  

4. Thanks: God’s people are grateful people. “And there was a prophetess, Anna, the 
daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was advanced in years, having lived with 
her husband seven years from when she was a virgin, and then as a widow until she 
was eighty-four. She did not depart from the temple, worshiping with fasting and prayer 
night and day. And coming up at that very hour she began to give thanks to God and to 
speak of Him to all who were waiting for the redemption of Jerusalem” (vss. 36-38). 



When that first Christmas arrived, Anna was a super senior saint. She’s very old and 
may have been well over a hundred. That was unbelievably old, particularly in a culture 
where fifty was considered a ripe old age. She was a widow and had been one for a 
long time. 
  Widowhood has always been difficult. Back then, it was particularly difficult. It virtually 
guaranteed a life of terrible poverty. But Anna faithfully accepted this as part of God's 
plan and devoted her life to His service. She understood the principle Paul referred to in 
1 Corinthians 7:34 when he said, "An unmarried woman is concerned about the Lord's 
affairs: her aim is to be devoted to the Lord in both body and spirit."  
  Anna had led a very frugal, chaste, and sober life. She probably barely eked out a 
living by relying on charity or by supporting herself out of the meager remnants of her 
family's inheritance. She chose the Temple for her home. Her dedication to worshipping 
God reveals that she didn't run from God when she crashed against the unfairness of 
life. She was childless. Then, her young husband died but she didn't respond to tough 
times by running from God but rather to Him. She didn't become bitter but better. 
Eugenia Price says, "Anna permitted her heartbreak to force her to God. Those of us 
who have faced tragedy of any kind, particularly those of you who are widows, know 
that nothing heals the wounds like being consciously with God." Anna didn't give in to 
loneliness or a growing sense of futility and despair. She could have, but instead she 
devoted herself to God. 
  And she didn’t do that as some sour old biddy. You can’t truly worship and be sour. 
That’s why when she met baby Jesus, “she began to give thanks to God.” She didn’t 
have to think about it. Gratitude was part of her life. Don’t you love believers like that? I 
can’t spend enough time with them. They’re so refreshing to be around. Sadly, they’re 
too rare. I want to be one, don’t you? 
  Anna is also a prophetess. She’s someone who listened to God's still small voice, 
someone He used to proclaim His Word to others. Someone who, like Mary, believed 
God's promises. As the decades passed, her faithfulness to God earned her the respect 
of the Temple community. It was very obvious that this elderly woman had a special 
relationship with God. 
  Thousands of priests were running around doing God's business, yet only Anna and 
Simeon, two ancient relics most temple officials probably thought a bit odd, only they 
saw the Messiah when He arrived. Why? Why did these two senior saints see what 
others missed? It wasn't that other people in Israel weren't looking for a Messiah. They 
were, but their spiritual eyesight wasn't as sharp as Anna's. They were looking for the 
wrong kind of deliverer. 
  Anna was looking for the kind of Messiah that Scripture foretold, not a ruler of the 
people of Israel but a redeemer of all mankind. The word she uses for "redemption" 
means "to buy again," It's used to describe freeing a slave. It means "to be bought out 
of the marketplace, never to be sold there again." That’s the kind of redemption Anna 
was praising God for. Her life-long study of Scripture empowered by nearly a century of 
prayer and fasting had enabled her to see that the people redeemed by the Messiah 
would be bought out of slavery to sin never to be sold into it again. They’d be free 
indeed! 
  Let me ask those who are approaching or even now are in the last quarter of life: How 
are you using what time you have left? Those of you who are still young physically, don't 



tune me out. Before you know it, you'll be past your 60th or 70th birthday. Others won’t 
remember how we ran the race of life, as much as how we finished it! 
  Old people aren’t usually known for being in a hurry. But Anna is – she’s in a hurry 
about what really matters. After she saw Jesus, she told everyone she met that the 
Messiah had finally come. "She talked about Jesus to everyone who had been waiting 
for the promised King to come and deliver Jerusalem."The verb for “speak” indicates 
continuous action. From that moment until the day she took her last breath, Anna could 
be seen rushing around the temple, buttonholing people left and right, talking non-stop 
about what she'd seen. And I think that people listened. If she’d been twenty, Anna's 
words might have been blown off as the delusion of idealistic youth. Her age and 
lifetime of devotion couldn’t be dismissed. She had an audience and was going to share 
the good news. 
  Are you in a hurry about what's important? Regardless of your age, are you 
ready…longing to share with anyone who’ll listen about the love of Jesus? Isaiah 52:7 
tells us that no matter how old our bodies are,"How beautiful are the feet of those who 
bring good news, who proclaim peace, who bring good tidings, who proclaim 
salvation!" Someone said, “Beautiful young people are acts of nature, but beautiful old 
people are works of art.” Anna is a work of art. She’d allowed her life to be molded by 
God. 
  Simeon blessed God; Anna gave thanks. God’s people are a blessing because they’re 
thankful people. Gratitude comes from waiting and worship. Gratitude always results in 
sharing. 

  

Conclusion: What’s the measure of a life well spent? How do you know whether you’re 
wasting your life or investing it in things that really matter? 
  In America we have several yardsticks by which we measure a life. One is usefulness. 
We’re pragmatists at heart. We feel if a person does something useful for society, 
whether it’s some profession or a trade, he or she spends his or her life well. 
  Another yardstick we use is busyness. Our lifestyles reflect our values. We’re 
extremely busy people. Our weekly calendars are overflow. We feel that if you sit 
around, you’re wasting your life. 
  We also gauge our lives by adventure and excitement. If we can’t get it firsthand, we 
pick it up vicariously on TV or at sporting events. Our heroes lead exciting lives, either 
through romance or life-and-death risk taking. We read magazines like People that tell 
us about the rich and famous, secretly wishing our lives could be like theirs. We think 
that those who die rich and famous are successful. 
  Behind all these yardsticks is that of personal happiness. Even if a person dies poor 
and unknown, if he or she was happy or content, that’s what matters. But against all 
these yardsticks of a life well spent, we find Simeon and Anna, two elderly saints who 
truly lived lives that were well spent. Yet, if we met a contemporary Simeon or Anna, 
we’d probably find them a bit odd. Their values are out of sync with those of 
contemporary America. 
  So what's your life all about? Have you seen Jesus? Have you recognized Him as your 
Savior from sin? If you have, praise God for the free gift of your salvation. Like Simeon 
and Anna, share the words about Jesus into the lives of others so they can trust Him 



too. Be a good waiter, waiting for His second coming, living in the hope He’ll come 
again...soon. 
  Today, we can see Jesus more clearly than Simeon and Anna did. We see Him not 
only in His birth but also in His death and resurrection, knowing for certain that in Him 
we can have the forgiveness of sins and the promise of eternal life. We have the Holy 
Spirit to help us follow their example by looking in faith, reading God's Word and prayer. 
J. C. Ryle wrote, “If they, with so few helps and so many discouragements, lived such a 
life of faith, how much more ought we with a finished Bible and a full Gospel. Let us 
strive, like them, to walk by faith and look forward.” 
  A life devoted to God is a life well spent. A life devoted to anything else, no matter how 
noble, is ultimately wasted. Whatever you do for a living, make sure love for Jesus is at 
the heart of why you’re living. Then, whether you live a short or long life, you know that 
you’ve spent it well. Start living for what ultimately matters. Do it today. What are you 
waiting for? 
 


