
Do certain sounds drive you crazy? What sound can drive you around the bend? 
Fingernails on a chalkboard, a dentist’s drill, a jackhammer, head pounding music, a 
crying baby, a nasal voice? Back a few years ago, Kelly Ripa (picture) on her show, 
shared that she believes she has Misophonia. Since she was a child, the sound of 
chewing drives her nuts. She’s trained her children to eat quietly with their mouths 
closed but she has to leave the house if her husband eats a juicy peach. 
  Misophonia, literally "hatred of sound", is a neurological disorder in which negative 
experiences (anger, flight, hatred, disgust) are triggered by specific sounds. The sounds 
can be loud or soft. Even silence can drive some crazy. 
  Can I suggest that a lost world has Gospel Misophonia? It hates to hear the Gospel. 
It drives them crazy. And in a world with Gospel Misophonia, John the Baptist was a 
Jackhammer preacher, please turn to Luke 3:1-14 (p. 858). 
  In our post-Christian age, Gospel preaching has fallen on hard times. It’s not PC. We 
live in the time Paul referred to, “For the time is coming when people will not endure 
sound teaching, but having itching ears they will accumulate for themselves teachers to 
suit their own passions” (2 Tim. 4:3). 
  The largest religious crowds don’t gather to hear the Gospel preached. They’ll gather 
to hear Prosperity Theology or the power of positive thinking. Yet, God has called 
preachers, he’s called all Christians to share the Gospel, even if it’s not Politically 
Correct. It’s not just John the Baptist. Every believer is commanded on some level to be 
a Jackhammer “preacher” of  God’s truth. 
  John Wesley (picture), that great preacher and father of Methodism, once preached 
from this very text,“you generation of vipers” to an audience of English courtiers and 
noblemen and rebuked them for their sin. Wesley was rebuked for it afterwards. Sharing 
the Gospel means that sometimes you must be a Jackhammer preacher. 
  Eighteen years have passed since Jesus’ pre-teen Temple scene. John and Jesus are 
beginning their ministries. Many think of John as a kind of warm up act before the real 
hero comes on the scene and Jesus begins His ministry. That’s not the case. John the 
Baptist is the bridge between the Old and New Covenants, the last of the prophets. He’s 
the antithesis of a Joel Osteen. He hadn’t taken the Dale Carnegie’s, “How to Win 
Friends and Influence People!” Yet, crowds were flocking out to the wilderness to hear 
him. He didn’t have a phone, sign, or even an air-conditioned building. There is no 
building. He doesn’t even have a worship band. Yet, they still came and he punches 
them with the truth, words like,“You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the 
wrath to come?” (Luke 3:7). So why do they come? 
  Those who came seeking truth knew John wasn’t angry at them or preaching his own 
opinions. He was preaching God’s word and sharing the truth. That’s why many 
received his message, repented of their sins, and were baptized. 
  When we come to a portion of Scripture like this, we must be careful. It’s tempting to 
skip it or soft sell it. We can be offended  because it lays the axe to the root of our 
hypocrisy, self-righteousness, and pride. It doesn’t build up our self-esteem to be called 
a snake. But if we get offended and respond defensively, we’ll go away like the 
Pharisees did, comfortable with the veneer of our religiosity, but totally unprepared to 
face the wrath to come. 
  The proper way to respond is to respond as we would to a surgeon who says, “You 
have cancer. If you don’t submit to the treatment immediately, it will kill you. But, even 



though the treatment is painful, if you’ll submit to it, we can cure you.” Sure, you can find 
quacks who’ll tell you that you’re wonderful, that you don’t need to worry about your 
cancer, just take some sugar-coated pills once a day and you’ll feel fine…but you won’t. 
If you have the cancer of sin, you need the truth. God’s message for us through John 
the Baptist is that because of God’s impending wrath, we must make sure that our 
repentance is true, not false. 
  This passage reminds us when we share the Gospel, it’s going to offend. It doesn’t 
mean we nuke ‘em or seek to be offensive. Sometimes out of love, to warn others of 
God’s coming judgement, our message is offensive. 
  God loves the world. That’s why He sent Jesus. But if you won’t repent of your sins 
and run to the God of love, you must face the God of holiness and judgement. That’s 
the Gospel. It’s what’s in our text today. It’s a Gospel passage about true repentance. 
Sometimes to share the Gospel, God calls us to use a jackhammer but it frequently 
results in Gospel Misophonia. 
  Luke 3 tells of a pre-Christian age. We live in a post-Christian one. There are many 
parallels here to our own day. Wonderfully, the passage begins with something that we 
all need – Hope. If you’re taking notes…. 

  

1. The Gospel is invading lives even during the darkest days. John the Baptist 
launches his ministry during terrible times. Seven leaders are named, five political and 
two religious: “In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pilate being 
governor of Judea, and Herod being tetrarch of Galilee, and his brother Philip tetrarch of 
the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene, during the high 
priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas” (vss. 1-2a). They were very dark days politically and 
morally, much worse than our own. 
  Author, Terry Windling, was on to something when she said, “We've always lived in 
dark times. There has always been a range of human experience from the sublime to 
the brutal, and stories reflect it. It's no less brutal now; each age has its horrors.” Dark 
days must never discourage God’s children, as children of light, from sharing the hope 
of the Gospel. 
  This list is a who’s who of evil. The Gospel of Luke is rooted in real time and history. 
It’s not a fairy tale. It’s true history that happened at a particular time and place. These 
are vicious enemies of God. Herod ends up executing John. Pilate could wash his 
hands interminably and never cleanse them from the blood our Savior. This group is like 
Hitler and Mussolini in charge and their underlings are Castro, Hugo Chavez and Kim 
Jong-un. 
  While the political situation is bad, the religious one is worse. Ultimately, Annas and 
Caiaphas launch a jihad against Jesus and His followers. As the curtain rises on John’s 
ministry, Israel is shrouded in deep darkness. There’s been no word from the Lord for 
over 400 years. Judaism is dominated by corrupt, apostate, greedy, hypocritical leaders. 
While Annas is no longer the high priest, he’s the power behind the altar. He was so 
connected that Rome removed him from power. His son, Caiaphas, is high priest, but 
when they arrested Jesus, they took him first to the house of Annas – the “real” high 
priest. Five of his sons would serve as high priest. It was serpentine nepotism, an evil 
religiously connected dynasty. It’s into the world of these seven evil men that John and 



Jesus came sharing the Gospel. These men symbolize the spiritual darkness that the 
Light of the world came to dispel. 
  What an encouragement to us to be faithful, to not be discouraged, because of the 
spiritual darkness around us. “He who observes the wind will not sow, and he who 
regards the clouds will not reap” (Eccles. 11:4). Let’s determine to persevere, knowing 
our hope and help comes from heaven. That hour when it was darkest, the Light of the 
world was about to shine and set up the beginnings of His kingdom. And what He’s 
done once, He’ll do again. Jesus is coming back! In the blink of an eye He’ll turn this 
world’s midnight into the blaze of noon day. He can start doing that here with us if we let 
Him. 

  

2. Those who share the Gospel must turn down the distractions. Check out the end 
of verse 2, “the Word of God came to John the son of Zechariah in the wilderness.” Can 
God speak to us anywhere, anytime? Absolutely!  As we study the pages of Scripture, 
we find that God consistently speaks to people when they are in the “wilderness.” That 
might be getting up early. It might be in your bedroom or office before the workday. To 
hear the voice of God in our lives, we need “wilderness” time. 
  Remember, John’s parents were already elderly when he was born. They’d probably 
passed away when he was a young man. With little family relations, John easily can 
separate himself for time in the wilderness. 
  Ours is a hectic world with endless distractions from our faith. When we’re distracted 
from our faith, we’re separated from God. Think of your faith as a drive. Who wants to 
be in a car with a distracted driver? All kinds of things can happen. You miss your exits. 
Run off the road. Take wrong turns. It's no different with our faith. There are countless 
spiritual distractions that detour us down wrong paths, far away from God. For most of 
us, it’s going to mean turning off the screens that scream at us every nanosecond. 
  Most of us suffer from spiritual ADHD. We aren’t people who live in habitual spiritual 
awareness who occasionally get distracted. We live in habitual distraction and 
occasionally become spiritually aware. We tend be so preoccupied with the ordinary 
business of living that it takes times of quiet in the wilderness to hear the voice of God. 
No one made John go to the wilderness, he chose to go there. 
  Some of you are thinking, “I don’t have the time to break away to the wilderness.” 
That’s because we see time with the Lord as being forcefully wedged into our already 
packed schedules. A better way is to see time with the Lord is like a breakfast 
appointment with our best friend. Most of us keep those appointments. Something has 
to happen for us to miss. When we start seeing our time with the Lord like that, it helps 
us like John, have the “Word of God” powerfully come into our lives. 

  

3. Preparation for the Gospel is essential. Look at verses 3-6. Nothing more 
convincingly demonstrates God’s control over this world and history than fulfilled 
prophecy. John the Baptist’s ministry is the fulfillment of Isaiah 40:3-5 that was written 
seven centuries before John’s birth. This fulfillment shows, too, the continuity between 
John’s ministry and the Old Testament. 



  John calls the people to prepare the way for the Lord. The imagery is of an Oriental 
monarch on a journey, sending messengers ahead to make certain roads are cleared of 
debris and other hazards. In the process ravines are filled, mountains and hills lowered, 
roads straightened, rough streets smoothed. It’s a massive public works project 
because the King is coming. 
  There’s an old poem, If Jesus came to your house. The first verse goes like this: “If 
Jesus came to your house, To spend some time with you, If He came unexpected, I 
wonder what you'd do.” But Jesus has come and is coming again. John was preparing 
the way for King Jesus. If you’re a Christ-follower, that’s your responsibility too. Yet, I 
wonder how many times though instead of way preparers, we’re obstacle builders? 
  That weighs on me. I don’t want to be an obstacle to the Gospel. Sadly, I know that too 
often I am. Personally, I think some of the biggest obstacles that we’re guilty of as 
Christ-followers today are arrogance and anger. We know everything and we’re ticked 
off that no one else gets it. But how do you feel about arrogant, angry people? Do you 
like to be around them? Do you listen to them? It’s an obstacle to the Gospel. We’re to 
be way preparers, not obstacle builders. 
  Isaiah’s prophecy also serves as an analogy of the repentance that John was 
preaching. The wilderness pictures the sinful heart. Repentance involves bringing to 
light the deep, dark things of the heart, pictured by filling in the valleys, and humbling 
human pride, depicted in bringing low the mountains and hills. The crooked, deceitful, 
devious, perverse things must be made straight. Other rough places in the heart, 
selfishness, materialism, worldliness, lust, indifference or unbelief – must all be 
smoothed out. Only then will the truly repentant see God’s salvation. 

  

4. The Gospel has some non-negotiable requirements. Can you imagine a preacher 
today preaching like this? “You know what you people are? You’re all a bunch of 
hypocrites! You’re bunch of snakes!” His sermons weren’t seeker-sensitive. His one 
passion was their repentance from sin. 
  John the Baptist reminds me of the 19th century Methodist preacher Peter Cartwright, 
who once preached when President Andrew Jackson was in the congregation. Before 
the service started, Cartwright was warned not to say anything out of line. When he got 
up to preach, he said, “I understand Andrew Jackson is here. I have been requested to 
be guarded in my remarks. Andrew Jackson will go straight to hell if he doesn’t repent.” 
The congregation was aghast, but afterwards the President shook his hand and said, 
“Sir, if I had a regiment of men like you, I could whip the world.” 
  Like Peter Cartwright, John wasn’t afraid to offend people. When someone’s soul is on 
the line, can we afford to be mealy-mouthed? While we must make sure it’s the Gospel 
that offends, not us, we must not dull the edge of the Gospel. Eternity is in the balance! 
  John goes right for the soft spot. Calling someone a snake isn’t exactly a compliment. 
To Old Testament saturated Jews, it’s a great insult. They know exactly what he’s 
saying. What’s the most famous “snake” of all time? 
  John’s crowd was like any other religious crowd. Things haven’t changed much. 
Apparently, there were those who thought they could be baptized without repentance. 
John points out that they’d go down dry sinners and come up wet ones. Salvation 
doesn’t come from attending church, walking an aisle or even praying the “Sinner’s 



Prayer” just because we’re afraid of going to Hell. There must be commitment and 
repentance. There must be a turning over of our whole life to Jesus Christ, or there is no 
salvation. There is no salvation, there is no forgiveness, there is no eternal life without 
repentance and surrendering your life to Jesus.  
  God hasn’t called us to draw a huge crowd or tell a lost world what it wants to hear. 
When we do that, we’re guilty of spiritual malpractice. John’s message stands in sharp 
contrast to the cheap grace, easy-believism that tragically characterizes so much of 
today’s watered down preaching. John begins where faithful sharers of the Gospel must 
begin… 
  a. The Gospel begins with snake theology. “You brood of vipers! Who warned you 
to flee from the wrath to come?” Later, Jesus echoes those words in John 8:44, “You 
are of your father the devil, and your will is to do your father's desires. He was a 
murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth 
in him. When he lies, he speaks out of his own character, for he is a liar and the father 
of lies.” 
  The Bible doesn’t mince words when it talks about those who are unsaved. Both John 
and Jesus identify them with their father, Satan. As there are only two destinations, 
there are only two families. Characterizing his hearers as “vipers,” he’s saying they were 
like snakes fleeing a brush fire, trying to escape but having no intention of allowing their 
evil natures to be changed. 
  We think of those who need the Gospel as being drunkards or druggies, or gays or 
thieves. This is vital! John is addressing religious people, the spiritual boy scouts. We 
like to think we’re good and nice but we’re not. Apart from Jesus and God’s grace, we’re 
all snakes. I know I am. 
  An atheist friend posted a quote by Carl Sagan on their Facebook page the day after 
the terrorist attack in Paris. (Can we put it up on the screen?) “The world is so 
exquisite with so much love and moral depth, that there is no reason to deceive 
ourselves with pretty stories for which there's little good evidence. Far better it seems to 
me, in our vulnerability, is to look death in the eye and to be grateful every day for the 
brief but magnificent opportunity that life provides.” 
  I posted in response, "With so much love and moral depth" -- seriously? Not this world, 
not my world...not in my heart. I'm the most cruel and evil man that I know. Just the 
other day, thoughts of murder ever so briefly flashed through my mind as I was nearly 
run over by a 20-something as she texted on her phone as she shopped and walked the 
aisles of Wal-Mart. My quick comment to her wasn't exactly brimming with love." Apart 
from God’s grace, we are not nice people! We just have a great and gracious God! 
  b. The Gospel begins with spiritual impotence. “And do not begin to say to 
yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ For I tell you, God is able from these 
stones to raise up children for Abraham”God doesn’t have any grandchildren. I fear 
some are sitting here today, thinking you’re going to heaven because your parents are 
Christians, or because you’re a church member or you’re an American. Salvation is an 
individual, personal response to the Gospel, admitting you’re a sinner and desperately 
in need of God’s mercy and grace. 
  Jonathan Edwards (picture) was a greatest preacher from early American history. 
You’ve probably heard of his sermon, Sinners in the hands of an angry God. He had a 
critical role in shaping the First Great Awakening and revival in Colonial America. But 



his grandson was a godless leader, Aaron Burr,(picture) third Vice President of the 
United States. While Vice President, Burr killed his political rival Alexander Hamilton in a 
famous duel. Just three years later Burr is tried for treason. These Jews reasoned they 
were descendants of Abraham. They wrapped themselves in the Star of David, thinking 
it gained them brownie points with God, but it didn’t. 
  c. The Gospel begins with imminent, deserved judgment. We’re not sinners 
because we sin. We sin because we’re sinners. The problem is not the fruit but the root. 
“Even now the axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every tree therefore that does not bear 
good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire” (vs. 9). Many churches teach if you just 
give up your bad ways (change the fruit), you’ll be okay. But if the root is wrong, you 
can’t change the fruit. You can’t get bananas from apple trees. That’s why we must be 
born again. God doesn’t want us to reform. He wants to give us new life, regeneration. 
It’s when we have new roots that we have new fruit. 
  Judgment and Hell are offensive to us. None of us wants to believe we’re bad enough 
for Hell, but we are. We believe Satan’s lie that goes all the way back to the 
Garden, “You will not surely die.” But they did and we do. 
  Do you know the most dangerous word you’ll ever say when it comes to your 
salvation? Tomorrow. Hell will be filled with people who were going to come to Christ 
tomorrow. If you’ve never run to the cross, don’t delay! You’ll never have a better 
opportunity than you have right now to turn away from sin and trust in Jesus Christ! 

  

4. Acceptance of the Gospel always results in repentance. Two men opened a 
butcher shop and prospered. But then an evangelist came to town and one of the 
butchers got saved. He tried to persuade his partner to accept salvation also, but to no 
avail. “Why won’t you, Charlie?” asked the born-again fellow. “Listen, Lester,” the other 
butcher said. “If I get religion, too, who’s going to weigh the meat?” 
  To repent means to turn around. In the Bible repentance means to turn from sin. It’s a 
radical turning from sin to God; a repudiation of the old life and a turning to God for 
salvation from the penalty and dominion of sin. Please understand – there’s no salvation 
without repentance. Because we all sin in different ways, we all need to turn from 
different sins. True salvation always results in repentance. That’s powerfully seen in 
what John tells his listeners.      
  Repentance reveals itself by bearing good fruit. If there’s no fruit, there’s no 
repentance and no salvation. What’s amazing here is repentance has work boots on. 
It’s so normal, so practical. John doesn’t tell them to enter the ministry or some ascetic 
order. Repentance isn’t seen by how you act at church. Repentance is seen by how you 
treat others in normal, daily living.  It’s not cerebral or theoretical. Repentance is fleshed 
out where we live. 
  Please notice every fruit of repentance mentioned relates to possessions or money. 
John’s teaching, of course, is not comprehensive. Those who are truly repentant will 
grow in many other areas mentioned in the Bible. Yet, as Jesus points out in Luke 
16:10-13, our management of the money God has entrusted to us, reveals the true 
condition of our heart. If you’re a Christian, if you’ve truly repented, you’ll be growing 
spiritually in these three areas. 



  a. Repentance is evidenced by generosity. “And the crowds asked him, “What then 
shall we do?” And he answered them, “Whoever has two tunics is to share with him who 
has none, and whoever has food is to do likewise.” Let’s be honest, for me…for most of 
us, this is no sweat. Want a coat? I have several. Want food? We probably have 
enough to survive for months. It’d be at least a month before I had to eat canned tuna. 
Most of us, if we gave clothes or food, it would be out of our abundance. But that’s not 
the case with John’s listeners. They weren’t living in poverty but were much nearer the 
bubble than we are. But how many coats can you wear? They were, for them, giving out 
of the basic necessities. 
  Repentance results in obedience to the second greatest command, “Love your 
neighbor as yourself.” It demonstrated faith that they didn’t need to hoard because God 
would take care of them. It demonstrated that they were not idolaters. It’s always 
tempting to worship our money and things. 
  Are you regenerate? Have you repented? So are you generous? Two areas tend to 
demonstrate our generosity in this culture: time and money. Most of us are willing to 
give away that which we value less. If you value time, you’re willing to write a check. If 
you value money, you’re willing to give your time. But that’s not generosity. You’re 
hoarding what you most value for yourself. Yet, you convince yourself that you’re very 
generous because you give away that which you value less. Generosity is an indicator 
of reality in our spiritual life. It’s an unselfish approach to life. 
  b. Repentance is evidenced by ethicalness. “Tax collectors also came to be 
baptized and said to him, ‘Teacher, what shall we do?’ And he said to them, ‘Collect no 
more than you are authorized to do.’ Soldiers also asked him, ‘And we, what shall we 
do?’ And he said to them, ‘Do not extort money from anyone by threats or by false 
accusation’” (vss. 12-14). Tax collectors and soldiers were very unpopular. They had 
little accountability and took advantage of others. It was a legal way to be a government 
agent on the take. 
  What’s astounding is that John doesn’t tell them to leave their occupations. Instead, he 
tells them something harder, yet much more powerful for the cause of Christ. He told 
them to change and be ethical in their occupation. 
  I’ve met lots of Christian business owners. Too often it comes out that while they may 
be generous at their church, they mistreat and even cheat their customers and 
employees. They don’t pay their taxes. Some either pay under the table or take money 
under the table. 
  The largest mission field for most of us is where we work. You may be an employer. 
More likely, you’re an employee. Many Christians talk about their faith where they work. 
The reason they have little impact is that they don’t walk the talk. They goof off or take 
advantage of their employer. They gossip and complain. They’re just like the 
unbelievers around them. There’s little or no difference between them and their unsaved 
fellow employees. 
  Christianity can’t be compartmentalized from Sunday to Monday. If that’s you, you’re 
hurting the cause of Christ. Behind your back, your boss or fellow employees are 
saying, “If that’s a Christian, I don’t want to be one.” What should frighten you is that if 
you’re unethical, it may be that you’ve never repented and are still unregenerate. 
  c. Repentance is evidenced by contentment, “and be content with your 
wages.” Contentment means understanding that at any given moment I have everything 



I truly need. How do we know this is true? Because God has said it is true. He’s 
promised to supply our needs. He’s guaranteed that He’ll feed and clothe us. He’s 
promised to hear our prayers. 
  Are you a child of God? Who really controls how much money that you make? Is it 
your heavenly Father? Does that mean you shouldn’t try to earn more or negotiate with 
an employer for a raise? No. Does it mean you shouldn’t ever look for a job that pays 
more? No. It does means you trust that God is in control. If you’re bottom line can’t be 
increased, you don’t lose His peace in your heart. You know that if you need it, your 
Father will provide it. 
  Salvation is a result of faith in God to save you. If you’ve trusted God to save you from 
your sins – your eternal need – shouldn’t you be able to trust Him for your temporal 
needs? That’s where contentment comes from. 

  

Conclusion: John the Baptist was one of history’s most effective preachers. 
  Once the great Scottish preacher, Thomas Chalmers, was congratulated on a sermon. 
“Yes,” he said, “but what did it do?” John the Baptist’s preaching did something. He 
preached for the action of repentance and repentance produces the action of changed 
lives. 
  Tragically, some sit under God’s Word week after week, they smile but inside they 
have Gospel Misophonia. They’re repulsed by the Gospel. Friend of mine, I hope 
that’s not you. 
  As we tie this up, three questions and we’re finished… 
  1. Do you need the way prepared for you? Have you repented of your sins? Have 
you committed your life to Christ? Have you humbled yourself and run to the cross? 
Jesus is coming soon to judge the world. Are their fruits of repentance evident in your 
life? If there aren’t, could it be you’ve never come to Christ and have never truly 
repented of your sins? The only way to prepare for His coming is to repent and trust His 
gospel. If you haven’t, please repent and run to Jesus today. 
  2. Are you preparing the way for others? The simple truth is that you either need to 
repent of your sins or, if you’ve done that, then God has called you to be a John the 
Baptist. You’re to be preparing the way for others. So who has God brought into your 
life that you’re preparing the way for? 
  The other night I was at McDonald’s. It was about 10 o’clock and I’d just finished 
studying and was packing up my stuff. But then, walked in a man that I’m seeking to 
build a Gospel bridge to. He asked me, “Can you stay and talk?” But it’s 10 at night. I’m 
tired. I’d had another meeting already that night. But the Spirit spoke in my heart and I 
stayed. I don’t believe in accidents. I believe in divine appointments. You have them too. 
Who is God giving you “divine appointments” with that He wants you to lead to Christ? 
  3. Will you pray that God will make you a John the Baptist? Many of you know 
how exciting it is to hold a baby daughter or son in your arms. Some of you know how 
exciting it is to hold a grandbaby. Christian friend, leading someone to Christ is that 
exciting, if not more exciting! So will you pray that God will use you this year to prepare 
the way for someone to come to Jesus? 
  Can you just picture this? Wouldn’t it be great if next year there’s a person sitting next 
to you here at Grace that you led to the Lord during 2015? 



  In a few weeks we’re going to be starting a class on evangelism. If you’ve never had 
the thrill of leading someone to Christ, if that’s not a normal part of your walk with the 
Lord, I’d encourage you to join us. 
  91% of the world’s population has heard of Coke. 74% have seen a Coke and 51% 
have tasted one. But just 10% of the world’s population has heard the Gospel. 
  You and I have a mission field. Will you join me? Let’s pray that God will use each of 
us to increase that 10%. 
 


