
Everyone knows who Vin Diesel is (picture), but you’ve probably never heard of Paul 
Vincent? Paul is Vin Diesels’ twin brother. Keifer Sutherland (picture) is 7 minutes older 
than his sister, Rachel. Linda Hamilton’s twin, Leslie (picture), played her double 
in The Terminator. You may know Tiki and Ronda Barber (picture). Tiki played for the 
New York Giants while his twin brother, Ronde, played for the Tampa Bay Buccaneers. 
Even Ashton Kutcher (picture) has a twin, Michael. Michael has Cerebral Palsy and 
had a heart transplant as a young child. 
  If you’ve been in the Church long, you’ve heard of Jim Elliot (picture), the famous 
martyred missionary. Forty-nine years ago, Jim Elliot, along with four other 
missionaries, after making contact with an isolated people group in Ecuador, the Auca 
Indians, was martyred. They thought they’d befriended the Aucas, but on January 8, 
1956, the five men were killed by a group of warriors from this tribe they were trying to 
share the gospel with. Jim’s body, along with those of the other men, was found 
downstream in the river. Jim Elliot’s life purpose was immortalized by his journal entry 
from October 28, 1949, which expressed his belief that serving the Lord was more 
important than his very life. “He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep to gain that 
which he cannot lose.” 
  It’s a powerful story that sent ripples throughout the world. Life magazine published a 
10 page article about the five missionaries. Jim’s wife, Elizabeth, published two books 
about her husband and continued the work among the very people who’d murdered 
him. Because of these men’s testimony, thousands of believers committed themselves 
to the work of the gospel overseas. Few events in modern history have been used more 
powerfully by God to send people out into the world for the sake of the gospel. 
  But you’ve probably never heard of Jim’s Elliot’s older brother, Bert (picture). There’s 
a new book out,Boring: Finding an Extraordinary God in an Ordinary Life that chronicles 
Bert Elliott’s life. Bert wasn’t famous. As a student at Multnomah Bible College in 1949, 
he and his young wife, Colleen, were invited by a missionary to come to Peru and join 
the work there. Other than an occasional furlough, there they stayed into their eighties, 
until Bert died in 2012. 
  If you Google Bert Elliot, you’ll find less than seventy entries. During their sixty years in 
Peru, he and Colleen planted more than 170 churches. When asked to reflect on his 
brother, Jim, Bert’s response is stirring: “My brother Jim and I took different paths. He 
was a great meteor, streaking through the sky.” Bert wasn’t. He didn’t go streaking 
through the sky. Nobody lined up with their telescopes to watch his life. Instead, he was 
the faint star in the distance that faithfully rises night after night, always there, always 
faithful, always doing the same, boring thing. 
  Many have never heard of John the Baptist. Most believers know very little about him. 
They know more about how he died, than how he lived. His brief life is rather ordinary. 
He was just a preacher. Unlike Jesus and other early Christians, he never did a miracle 
or wrote a book of the Bible. Just a few chapters in Scripture even mention his brief life. 
  But in John the Baptist, we Find an Extraordinary God in an Ordinary life. We find 
your ordinary life and mine. Most of us aren’t called to be stars or meteors. We’re just 
ordinary. Very few will know us during this life. Fewer will remember us after we’re 
gone, but God will. God loves to use the ordinary. Please turn to Luke 3:15-20 (p. 858). 
Ordinary John the Baptist is the model for all of us as Jesus’ servants. 



  Do you want your ordinary life to count, to matter? Follow John’s example. Be a faithful 
servant of Jesus like he was. How can we do that? 

  

1. We must know that people are looking for hope. What do most popular people 
do? Too often, they start believing their own press releases. “As the people were in 
expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning John, whether he might 
be the Christ” (Luke 3:15). Among the Synoptic Gospels, only Luke mentions that 
John’s preaching created quite a stir of popular speculation. 
  One of the last prophecies in the Old Testament was that one would come to prepare 
the way for the Messiah. John walks out of the wilderness, preaching repentance, 
preparing the way for the coming of Jesus. He’s really good. He’s a Spirit-filled, bold, 
passionate preacher and crowds thronged to him. 
  Everyone’s around John. Crowds are growing. He’s number one on iTunes. Everybody 
wants to be his friend on Facebook. They’ve got his picture on t-shirts with the word 
“Hope.” Camel skin suits are all the rage. He’s a big, big deal. Everyone is hoping he’s 
the guy, that he’s going to fix all their problems, that he’s the Messiah. That it’s going to 
all get better now. 
  But you’ve got to get a look at John. No slick suits or big hair. He eats bugs and honey, 
wears camel hair clothing. He looks like a Jedi knight. He’s a homeschooled kid from 
the sticks…scrappy, intense and committed. He’s yelling, “Repent. Repent.” The crowds 
are there and they start asking, “Is he the one? Is he the One we’ve been waiting for?” 
  So they come to John and ask him, “Are you the Guy? Are you the One God promised 
in the Garden? All the prophets promised that you’re coming. Are you him? Should we 
worship you? Serve you? Should we devote ourselves to you?” Many preachers at that 
point would have been tempted to say, “Wow! That’s a very interesting idea. I’ve always 
wanted to be worshipped as a God. Nice t-shirt.” 
  Such success and popularity would have been too much for a lesser man, as has been 
the case with many preachers in our own day. But not John. Our text indicates that he 
affirmed the immeasurable superiority of the One who was coming and the 
immeasurable superiority of Christ’s ministry. John’s preaching is supremely 
Christological. He mightily lifted up Christ. He made it about Jesus and he made it about 
them! 
  Remember the opening lines of Winnie the Pooh (picture), “Here is Edward Bear, 
coming downstairs now, bump, bump, bump, on the back of his head, behind 
Christopher Robin. It is, as far as he knows, the only way of coming downstairs, but 
sometimes he feels that there really is another way, if only he could stop bumping for a 
moment and think of it.” 
  That’s our world. “Bump, bump, bump, on the back of its head. It’s the only way of 
coming downstairs, but sometimes it feels that there really is another way.” Our world is 
dying for hope. It’s the reason President Obama’s first campaign was so popular. Our 
world wants hope and change. You may have had a conversation like that this week 
with someone longing for hope.  
  If you’re a Christian and living in the Spirit’s power, seeking to live out the Christian life, 
you’ll stick out. You’re different. You’re going to attract people. Kind, loving, thankful 



people are sadly rare. You’re someone with hope. You’re what the New Testament 
refers to as salt and light. 
  But are we paying attention, even aware of those looking for hope? Our day is like 
John the Baptist’s. People are still looking. They look to those who truly have changed 
lives. And our temptation is just like the one John faced. We can begin to think that 
we’re so nice, we’re such good people. But we’re not, it’s all of grace. It’s all Jesus. Like 
John the Baptist, when they begin to look to us, we must re-direct them to the One who 
truly can give them hope and meet their greatest need, the forgiveness of their sins. 
That brings us to how we also need to be like John the Baptist… 

  

2. We must know who we are. A kindergarten class was asked to bring a symbol of 
their faith to class for "show and tell." The first child said, "I’m a Muslim. Here’s my 
prayer rug." Another child stood up and said, "I’m Jewish. This is my Star of David." A 
third child stood up in show and tell stating, "I’m Catholic. This is my rosary." The next 
child stood up and said, "I’m a Christian. This my casserole dish.” We need to know who 
we are. 
  Lily Tomlin said, “When I was growing up I always wanted to be someone. Now I 
realize I should have been more specific.” If we’re going to serve Jesus effectively, we 
must specifically know two things: 1)Who we are and 2) Who we’re not. John has a 
handle on both. Before the real hero comes on the scene, John is our example of what 
it means to be a faithful servant of the Lord. He models who we must be if we’re going 
to faithfully serve Jesus. 
  a. We’re to be established in our inferiority. Peter Marshall once wisely 
prayed, “Lord, when we are wrong, make us willing to change. And when we are right, 
make us easy to live with.” There’s no greater hindrance to your spiritual walk, no 
greater enemy to our soul’s health than pride. 
  How many humble Christians do you know? How many of us would join John the 
Baptist in saying of Jesus, “He must increase, but I must decrease” (John 3:30)? The 
direction of the Christian must always be more of Him and less of us. He’s the One. 
We’re just His servants. But that’s not normal in contemporary Christianity. Is it any 
wonder we’re so spiritually impotent? We don’t realize “right” is not righteous if it’s not 
clothed in humility. 
  Why are so many of us so critical, judgmental? Pride. It’s Satanic. The old serpent 
deceived our first parents with the same bait he’s hooked us on, “the pride of life” (1 
John 2:16). 
  “John answered them all, saying, “I baptize you with water, but He who is mightier than 
I is coming, the strap of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie.” Back then, disciples of 
a teacher were expected to perform certain menial tasks. One task they never 
performed was taking off their master’s sandals. That demeaning task was reserved for 
slaves. 
  What’s the worst career you could ever imagine? According to careeraddict.com, one 
of the worst is being an “odor judge” (picture). How do you think deodorant 
manufacturers know that their product works? 60 times an hour, some 2400 different 
armpits a week, Odor Judges sniff their way through their job. Or, how would you like to 
be a maggot farmer? (picture) Maggots are a popular snack for many types of fish and 



are a common item on you’re a fisherman’s shopping list. A maggot farmer reproduces 
maggots for bait. Because of the rancid smell, they have to shower at least 3 times a 
day. Even at $35k a year. No thanks! Those jobs are along the line of the slave who 
removed sandals in ancient times. 
  John says, “it’s not about me. It’s about Jesus. He’s coming and He’s so much greater 
than me that I’m not worthy to untie his sandals.” Culturally, that’s lost on us. We don’t 
get why this is a big deal. Remember, they didn’t even have paved roads. They walked 
on muddy, well-worn paths, dirt mixed with rain. There were no dog parks. The same 
road you walked on was the same road that animals walked on, donkeys, horses, ox, 
sheep. You’ve got feces, urine and garbage. It’s gross. Most of us don’t like feet to 
begin with. So your best foot day is always a bad day. Imagine those feet in sandals, 
walking everywhere. Not sandals with socks like nerds wear. Just open sandals and 
they’re walking on the road through all that. So who wants to be the sandal remover? 
Not this guy. If you give your spouse foot rubs, more power to you. I ain’t touchin’ no 
stinkin’ feet. 
  Yet, John says, “I’m not even worthy to be His sandal remover.” That’s humility, 
humility like Jesus. Remember the upper room? It was Jesus who washed His disciples’ 
feet. Jesus is the most humble of all. If Jesus is humble, what do we have to be proud 
of? The Bible knows nothing of cool cat Christianity. Who are we apart from Jesus? 
Nobody. Shouldn’t we be the most humble of people? John was effective because he’s 
humble. Frequently, we’re spiritually emaciated because we’re proud instead of humble. 
  b. We’re to be committed to faithfulness. “So with many other exhortations he 
preached good news to the people” (vs. 18). God called John the Baptist to preach the 
Gospel. Most of us aren’t called to preach, but every believer has been called to share 
the Gospel. When was the last time you shared your faith? Compare that to how many 
times you’ve made sure others know where you’re at politically? Or who your favorite 
NFL team is? 
  A recent LifeWay study found that while 80% of church goers believe they have a 
personal responsibility to share their faith, 61% haven’t told another person about how 
to become a Christian in the previous six months. Of eight traits of mature believers, the 
study found that sharing Christ had the lowest score. Despite a vast majority believing 
it's their duty to share their faith,  just 25% say they’ve shared their faith once or twice. 
The survey also asked how many times they’d personally, "invited an unchurched 
person to attend a church service or some other program at church?" 48% responded, 
"zero." 
  The Great Commission is the Great Omission. Do you want to grow in sharing your 
faith? It’s this simple. If you’ll regularly pray for unbelievers, God will burden your heart 
and open doors, and you’ll start sharing your faith. The biggest reason our world is in 
such a mess today isn’t the world, it’s the Church, it’s us. If we’re not faithful in sharing 
the only hope this world needs, should we be surprised that it’s such a mess? 
  John shared much more than “smile God loves you.” The good news of the Gospel 
must include the truth about sin and God’s judgment. The “bad news” is a vital part of 
the good news. Our sin and guilt, our need for repentance and to turn in faith to Christ 
are at the heart of the gospel. A person who doesn’t see himself as a sinner has no 
reason to need a Savior. 



  If I came up to you and said, “I have great news! The governor just offered you a 
pardon from prison,” you wouldn’t be very thrilled with that news. You might even be 
offended. Why? You’re not guilty of any crime deserving of prison. But, if you’d just 
been convicted of a serious crime and sentenced to life in prison without the possibility 
of parole, my news would be the most welcome news you could ever imagine. 
  If you walk up to a person who’s not a Christian and say, “I have great news! God 
loves you and Jesus Christ died for your sins,” they won’t appreciate your message and 
might be offended. They’ll think, “Of course God loves me! God is love and I’m a 
basically loveable person!” 
  Faithfully sharing the Gospel means that we must warn the lost that without Jesus, 
they’re sinners facing God’s justice and judgment. That’s why… 
3. We must know what our message is. Car mechanics repair cars. Doctors doctor. 
Teachers teach. Firefighters fight fires. Parents parent. Christians…? As a Christian, 
one of our deepest longings must be to see others come to know Christ as their Savior 
and Lord. Yet, what Christian hasn’t felt tongue-tied when an opportunity to tell 
someone about Jesus stares them in the face? Not only do we not know that God has 
called us share the Gospel, we don’t know the message. “And if the bugle gives an 
indistinct sound, who will get ready for battle?” (1 Cor. 14:8). John knew who he was, 
who he wasn’t and what his message was. Notice the contrasts between John and 
Jesus. 
  a. He knew there was a difference between his water baptism and Jesus’ 
baptism of the Holy Spirit. Baptism is the hallmark of John’s ministry. People flooded 
to him to be baptized. That’s why they called him “John the Baptist” or as some 
translate it, “John the Dunker.” But his baptism was inferior to Christ’s because Jesus 
would baptize His followers with the Holy Spirit. “I baptize you with water, but He who is 
mightier than I is coming…He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire” (Luke 3:16). 
  Several things happen at the moment of salvation. One is that we’re baptized by the 
Holy Spirit into the Body of Christ. Water baptism is only an outward sign of this inward 
reality: the Spirit’s work in the sinner’s life. The Spirit regenerates, giving us new 
spiritual life and vitality. The Spirit adopts, making us children of God. He sanctifies us, 
making us holy like Christ. The Spirit seals us, preserving our faith to the end. He 
equips us for ministry. That’s why the baptism of Jesus Christ is superior to John’s. 
  Have you experienced Jesus’ baptism? Every believer does because it’s the Holy 
Spirit who makes a Christian a Christian. John baptized with water; Jesus Christ 
baptizes with God the Holy Spirit. 
  John said Christ would baptize with fire. It may be a reference to the day of 
Pentecost, “Suddenly there came from heaven a sound like a mighty rushing wind, and 
it filled the entire house where they were sitting. And divided tongues as of fire 
appeared to them and rested on each one of them. And they were all filled with the Holy 
Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance” (Acts 2:2-
4). 
  Fire also represents the Spirit’s ongoing work of purification and cleansing. Isaiah 4:4 
speaks of cleansing with washing and with fire. 
  Refiners heat metal until it liquefies and then skim off the dross. The refiner knows that 
the metal is purified when the molten liquid mirrors back his own reflection. That’s the 
way the Spirit works in our lives. He melts our hearts, skimming away the dross, 



allowing us to cool in Christ’s likeness, and then He turns up the heat again. As the 
hymn says, 

“When through fiery trials thy pathways shall lie, 
My grace, all sufficient, shall be thy supply; 
The flame shall not hurt thee; I only design 

Thy dross to consume, and thy gold to refine.” 
  Water only washes the surface, fire melts the center. Spirit baptism makes all things 
new. 
  b. He knew there was a difference between wheat or chaff. John also uses fire to 
refer to divine judgment, “His winnowing fork is in His hand, to clear His threshing floor 
and to gather the wheat into His barn, but the chaff He will burn with 
unquenchable fire.” This image appears both in Psalm 1 and in the teaching of Jesus 
(Matthew 13:24-30). It’s an agricultural picture. During the harvest, a farmer separates 
the wheat from the chaff. Back then, farmers did this by tossing grain up in the air. The 
wheat would fall back to the ground, while the lighter chaff would be blown into a pile to 
be burned.  
  John knew Jesus will do this at the end of the age with the human race. One day 
Jesus will sift all of humanity to make a final separation between two kinds of people—
the wheat and the chaff—those who accepted Christ as their Savior and those who 
rejected Him. The wheat is gathered into the barn or storehouse of heaven, while the 
chaff is burned with fire. 
  “Unquenchable” fire makes it clear that John was talking about God’s wrath at the final 
judgment, everlasting punishment in the eternal fire of hell. It’s a picture of God’s 
coming judgment. There are only two destinies. Either by God’s grace through the new 
birth, you become wheat and bear fruit unto eternal life; or, by remaining hardened in 
your sin, you live a life that’s fruitless in light of God’s purposes. Ultimately, you’ll be 
burned with unquenchable fire. The Greek word for unquenchable is asbestos. God 
uses the most frightening imagery possible to warn us that the torments of that place of 
eternal punishment are so awful no one would dare risk going there! 
  Most churches downplay the seriousness of sin and sidestep the horrors of hell. The 
mood of our culture is tolerance, love, and forgiveness. We don’t want to punish 
prisoners, we want to rehabilitate them. If, after years of appeals, a murderer is actually 
put to death, we do it in the most painless way possible, through lethal injection. But 
even that form of capital punishment is opposed by many. As a result, when we talk to 
sinners about the gospel, we feel like we have to apologize for God and skirt around the 
unpleasant matter of hell. The dominant theme of our message is, “God loves you just 
the way you are.” But the Bible clearly warns that “he who does not obey the Son shall 
not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him” (John 3:36). 
  As we share the Gospel, people need to know that if they don’t repent and turn to 
Christ, they’ll face God’s justice and wrath on the day of the righteous judgment of God 
(Rom. 2:5). That’s  not our opinion. It’s what the Bible says. While this is difficult news, 
it’s ultimately good news. Luke 3:18, “So with many other exhortations he preached 
good news to the people.” 
  Don’t miss this! John’s warnings of judgment are described as his preaching “good 
news to the people.”If it’s true that God’s awful judgment is ahead, then even though it 
may be depressing to think about, it’s wonderful and eternally good news to tell people 



God has provided the way of escape. We haven’t told someone the gospel if we dodge 
the warning of God’s coming judgment. Because if you don’t believe there is coming 
judgment, why would you turn to Jesus as your Savior? If everyone goes to heaven 
anyway, what do you need to be saved from? There is hell and judgment, but God has 
provided an escape if we will repent and run to the Cross. That’s the good news! Finally, 
we must… 

  

4. We must know that there’s a price for being a faithful servant. It can be costly to 
live for Jesus. John was a godly man who faithfully proclaimed God’s Word. He 
courageously confronted Herod for his scandalous sin. 
  Herod had divorced his wife so he could marry his sister-in-law, who was also his 
niece. Not only was it adultery, it was incest. He ruins two marriages in the 
process. “But Herod the tetrarch, who had been reproved by him for Herodias, his 
brother's wife, and for all the evil things that Herod had done, added this to them all, that 
he locked up John in prison” (vss. 19-20). 
  John is preaching against sin, encouraging people to repent. And he dares to do that 
with King Herod too. You see, we’re okay as long as we keep our faith personal and 
private. The trouble comes when you go public. “No, Herod, it’s not an alternative 
lifestyle. It’s adultery and incest. You need to take the rainbow sticker off the back of 
your chariot, apologize to your brother and repent.” But Herod was having none of it. 
He’s a wicked man. 
  For his faithfulness, John is thrown in prison and eventually murdered. Just the 
imprisonment must have been devastating. Here was a man who loved the wilderness 
and now he’s thrown into a dungeon cell. 
  That’s not fair! We erroneously believe if you do the right thing, you’ll be treated right. 
That’s not true. Persecution was God’s plan for John’s life. 
  If you’re faithful in living for the Lord, it will probably cost you. Those who faithfully 
share the gospel often suffer. Sometimes our only reward is to be rejected, as John 
was. But we’ll also have God’s blessing and reward in the end. Jesus promised to honor 
those who honor Him. 
  It’s often dangerous to speak the truth. Biblical convictions are fine as long as you 
keep them private. Recently, Kelvin Cochran, Atlanta’s fire chief was fired for his views 
on homosexuality. According to a major New York Times opinion writer, religious liberty 
is a fine thing as long as it’s restricted to “pews, homes, and hearts.” So what did Kelvin 
Cochran do? First, he didn’t discriminate against any of his employees because of their 
lifestyle. But he did dare to say that homosexuality was wrong. And he didn’t keep his 
opinions to himself. Chief Cochran dared to write a book in which he cited the Bible in 
defining homosexuality as a sin. 
  In our twisted world, it’s wrong to “discriminate” against someone because you believe 
their lifestyle is wrong but you can discriminate against someone for their religious 
beliefs. Erotic liberty trumps religious liberty, like Chief Cochran, who expressed his 
views as a matter of biblical belief. 
  In Communist China, you can believe whatever you want “in your heart.” That’s 
becoming the case in America. You can believe anything you want in “your heart, or 
home or church.” But if you have a religious belief that’s not politically correct, you can’t 



share it or it will cost you. Ultimately, it cost John the Baptist his head. Things haven’t 
changed much in 2000 years. If you hold to biblical convictions, it’s probably going to 
cost you dearly. The bottom line is that you can believe what you want to believe and 
even say it in church, but don’t dare express that outside the church walls. 
  Suffering for the Gospel isn’t new. It’s our legacy and it’s no doubt our future, 
particularly in the public arena. The question is: Are we, like John the Baptist, willing to 
stand for Jesus and suffer for righteousness sake? 

  

Conclusion: “He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep to gain that which he cannot 
lose.” That was John. Is it you? Is it me? By our world’s standards, John was a loser. 
Not only was he a religious nut, he died for it. 
  Do you want to be like John the Baptist, or do you want to be like Mike? (picture) 
Michael Jordan is probably the biggest superstar athlete of our generation. Recently, he 
turned 50. With six NBA titles, five MVPs, ten scoring titles, 14 All-Star appearances, 
and many other feats, Michael Jordan’s legacy on the basketball court is unmatched. 
But life off the court, particularly since his retirement in 2003, hasn’t been so great. 
Before his 50th birthday, ESPN senior writer, Wright Thompson spent some time with 
Number 23. The article pulsates with the sense that Jordan isn’t happy. “I would give up 
everything now to go back and play the game of basketball,” the Hall of Famer 
confesses. 
  Still at the center of several overlapping universes, at the top of the billion-dollar 
Jordan Brand at Nike, of the Bobcats, of his own company, with dozens of employees 
and contractors on the payroll. In case anyone in his inner circle forgets who’s in 
charge, they only have to recall the code names given to him by the private security 
team assigned to overseas trips. Jordan is called Yahweh—the Hebrew word for God, 
but he’s not. 
  “My ego is so big now that I expect certain things,” Jordan admits. But as Thompson 
observes, this is a natural consequence of life at the very top. “Jordan is used to being 
the most important person in every room he enters and, going a step further, in the lives 
of everyone he meets. People cater to his every whim.” But Michael Jordan is quickly 
becoming a byline in history. Today’s teens hardly know who he is. Tomorrow’s won’t. 
  As a Christian, it’s easy to hear about a Michael Jordan and feel disgusted, by such 
egotism. But let’s be honest, the distance between him and us is, after all, 
uncomfortably slim. Too often we also want to be the most important person in every 
room. But the only way to have our lives matter, for them to have true significance, is 
the way of the Cross, the way of John the Baptist, “He must increase, but I must 
decrease.” It’s finding an Extraordinary God in an Ordinary life. It’s being a Bert 
Elliott. 
  Will you be ordinary for Jesus? Jesus isn’t looking for super stars. He loves to use the 
ordinary – ordinary husbands, fathers, wives, mothers, grandmothers, grandfathers, 
factory workers, accountants, teachers, business people and students. Those who’ll go 
through life, day after day, doing very much the same thing tomorrow that we did today. 
They’re be His witnesses in a small field, unknown to the world but known to God, 
  The important thing for us to remember is that we’re needed. There’s a great need for 
believers willing to be faithful in the little places, not because it's exciting but because 



they believe in the constant presence and purpose of God. There’s a great need for 
people willing to stand in the midst of the boring, even ordinary, convinced that there’s 
no such thing as ordinary when you serve and follow an extraordinary God. 
  Bert Elliot, the man you’ve never heard of, started 170 churches. That person you work 
with, live next door to, a clerk you know at the bank or gas station – they need you. 
You’re Jesus in their life. You may be the only Christian they know. Unless you share 
the Gospel with them, unless you care…life and eternity doesn’t look good for them. 
  Do you want to be like Mike? Or, do you want your life to count forever? Be the 
person, be God’s faithful servant, where He has placed you? Be a Bert Elliot. Like John 
the Baptist, let our extraordinary God take your very ordinary life and make it count for 
all eternity. D.L. Moody said, “Give your life to Christ. He can do more with it than you 
can.” 
Will you do that? Will you give Jesus your life? Let Him turn the ordinary into something 
extraordinary! 
 


