
Just Like Us 
 

When you think of a hero who do think of? Marcus Luttrell (picture) made famous by 
the book and movie,Lone Survivor? Perhaps American Sniper, Chris Kyle (picture)? 
What about Olympian athlete, Louie Zamperini (picture)? He survived on a raft for 47 
days after his bomber was downed in World War II, and was captured and sent to a 
Japanese prisoner of war camp. Tom Brady (picture) or Russell Wilson(picture)?  
  One of my heroes was an elderly man, Caspar ten Boom (picture). You’re probably 
more familiar with his daughter, Corrie, and her book, The Hiding Place. In her book, 
Corrie, tells about her family, Dutch believers, who had a heart for the Jewish people. 
Her grandfather, Wilhelm ten Boom, started a weekly prayer group in 1844 in the city of 
Haarlem, near Amsterdam to reach Jews with the Gospel. That prayer meeting 
continued uninterrupted until 1944 when the ten Boom family were sent to a 
Concentration Camp for helping Jews to flee from the Nazi persecution in Holland. But 
it’s her father, Caspar, who’s one of my heroes. Let me tell you why. 
  When the Nazis occupied Holland and the Jews were forced to wear the “Star of 
David,” Caspar ten Boon lined up for a Star of David too. He wore it because he wanted 
to identify himself with the people his family had been praying for and seeking to reach 
for a century. He was willing to be so completely identified with Jews that he was willing 
to wear a sign of shame and suffer persecution for the sake of a people he loved. He 
wasn’t Jewish. He didn’t have to wear the Star of David. He chose to. Ultimately, his 
love for the Jews cost him his life. That’s a hero! He identified with the Jews. 
  Have you ever met someone, maybe for the first time, and it seems like you’ve known 
each other forever? My friendship with Larry Wise is like that. I’d been coerced into 
attending a church conference in Oconomowoc. I was bored, looking for the exit. But 
then, they had us introduce ourselves. As soon, as I mentioned “Burlington,” this man in 
front of me turned around and said, “Burlington? I’m in East Troy.” At the time Larry was 
pastoring East Troy Bible Church. Though he’s now in St. Louis, we’ve been friends 
ever since. We clicked. We’re kindred spirits. We’re pastors. We love to read. We both 
have a bit of a warped sense of humor. We identified with each other. 
  Do you have someone like that? Someone you click with? Someone who identifies 
with you? Someone who’s Just like us! 
  Sandwiched in Luke 3 are two wonderful verses most of us blow by. We’ve seen 
hundreds of baptisms, what’s one more? But this isn’t just a baptism. It’s not even just 
about the baptism of Jesus, the Son of God. It gives us something wonderful and 
encouraging. It waves a flag in our hearts, that Jesus wasn’t just Jesus. He’s Just like 
us! 
  These two verses are about identification. The 2nd person of the Godhead, Jesus 
Christ, identifying with you and me, and God the Father identifying with His Son. My 
Bible is open to Luke 3:21-22 (p. 859). 
  This short paragraph completes the transition from John the Baptist to Jesus. It’s one 
of the few occasions when the two of them are together. This event is one of most 
important and most Christologically centered in the book of Luke. All four gospels record 
this event, though the focus of Luke is different and more focused on the affirmation of 
God the Father. It is supremely Trinitarian. It’s one of the most significant Trinitarian 
texts in Scripture. The Father speaks, the Holy Spirit descends and Jesus is baptized. It 



wonderfully identifies the Lord Jesus with us. It powerfully communicates that He’s Just 
like us! That’s because… 

  

1. Jesus identifies with us in baptism. Can you picture that day? We’ve all had it 
happen. We’re in the back of a long line. Things are clipping along and then screech! 
Total stop. Can’t you see people in the back asking, “What’s going on?” There probably 
was a bit of a mass production to John’s baptism. 
  Believers aren’t the most patient people, though we’re supposed to be. We can have 
just heard a sermon on patience. We’re out the door but we’re already starting to get hot 
under the collar because the guy in front of us is taking his sweet time getting out to the 
parking lot. 
  Imagine this scene? Those further down the line wonder what’s going on, as John 
hesitates to baptize Jesus. They have a dialogue. John doesn’t want to baptize Jesus, 
yet Jesus insists. This is Matthew’s record of it: “Then Jesus came from Galilee to the 
Jordan to John, to be baptized by him. John would have prevented Him, saying, ‘I need 
to be baptized by You, and do You come to me?’ But Jesus answered him, ‘Let it be so 
now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.’ Then John  consented” (3:13-
17). But why? Why does Jesus get baptized? Why does the sinless Son of God insist 
it’s so important? 
  The Bible teaches that baptism is symbolic. It’s a picture of a spiritual reality. As a 
wedding ring is a symbol of marriage, yet wearing one doesn’t make you married. The 
waters of baptism have no magical or spiritual power. For those prior to the Cross, 
John’s baptism is symbolic of repentance from sin. After the Cross baptism is symbolic 
that one has new life in Christ. As one is buried in the waters of baptism and then raised 
from them, it’s a picture of the resurrected life, of new life in Christ. 
  But Jesus didn’t have sins to repent of and He’s the One who’d be buried and 
resurrected. His baptism is totally different compared to any other baptism. So we’re 
back to our original question: Why was Jesus baptized? 
  Several things are taking place here. By being baptized by John, Jesus publically puts 
His seal of approval on John’s ministry. His baptism is also the official start of His 
ministry. Jesus was “about thirty years of age” (Luke 3:23). Levites began their work of 
ministry at age thirty (Numbers 4:3, 35). Matthew tells us that it was to “fulfill all 
righteousness” (Matthew 3:15). 
  But there’s a powerful encouragement in why Jesus, who didn’t need to be baptized, 
was! Our Savior made a deliberate decision to join with sinners, with us, in baptism and 
in our need for forgiveness of our sins. Luke hints that Jesus’ baptism was different from 
all others in the way he describes it, “Now when all the people were baptized, and 
when Jesus also had been baptized.” He draws a distinction. All the people…then 
Jesus. Somehow His baptism fell into a different category. The difference was that 
Jesus didn’t have to be baptized in repentance of His own sins. He never sinned. He 
was identifying Himself with us, with sinners, in our need of forgiveness. 
  It’s an act of solidarity. Jesus was taking the place of sinners. Already at the beginning 
of His ministry, we’re reminded of that ancient prophecy that He would be “numbered 
with the transgressors” (Isa. 53:12). If we’re amazed to see Jesus baptized, we’re even 
more amazed to see Him crucified. 



  The choice Jesus made at His baptism was the choice which ultimately led Him to the 
Cross. He’s willing to be identified with sinners, so that sinners could be saved. 2 
Corinthians 5:21, “For our sake He made Him to be sin Who knew no sin, so that in Him 
we might become the righteousness of God.” Jesus was baptized to identify with me 
and you.  
  Take a peek with me into a third grade classroom. A nine-year-old boy is sitting at his 
desk. All of a sudden, there’s a puddle between his feet and the front of his pants are 
wet. He thinks his heart is going to stop. He can’t imagine how it happened. It's never 
happened before. The little guy knows that when the other boys find out, he’ll never 
hear the end of it. When the girls find out, they'll never speak to him again as long as he 
lives. 
  He feels like his heart is going to stop; he puts his head down and prays this prayer, 
"Dear God, this is an emergency! I need help now! Five minutes from now I'm dead 
meat." He looks up from his prayer and here comes the teacher with a look in her eyes 
that says he’s been discovered. As the teacher walks toward him, one of his 
classmates, Susie, is carrying a goldfish bowl, that’s filled with water. And Susie trips in 
front of the teacher and inexplicably dumps the whole bowl of water in the boy's lap. 
  The boy pretends to be angry, but all the while is saying to himself, "Thank you, God! 
Thank you, God!" Now all of a sudden, instead of being the object of ridicule, the little 
guy is the object of sympathy. The teacher rushes him downstairs and finds him gym 
shorts to put on while his pants dry out. All the other children are on their hands and 
knees cleaning up around his desk. The sympathy is wonderful. 
  As life would have it, the ridicule that should have been his is transferred to someone 
else, Susie. She tries to help but they tell her to get out. “You've done enough, you 
klutz!" At the end of the day, as they’re waiting for the bus, the boy walks over to Susie 
and whispers, "You did that on purpose, didn't you?" Susie whispers back, "I wet my 
pants once, too." 
  Jesus never wet His pants but He took something so horribly worse, our sin, our 
shame on Himself. He was baptized because He identifies with us. Take a moment and 
let that sink in. That horrible thing, that thing you did, that you’d rather die than anyone 
ever know. Jesus willingly took it on Himself on the Cross. In love, He willingly identifies 
with our very worst sin. At the onset of His ministry He identifies Himself with the sinners 
He came to save. Later He’d be crucified between two thieves, identifying Himself with 
sinners. No wonder He was baptized midst a crowd of sinners? 
  My friend, Jesus has identified Himself with you in your struggle against sin. In those 
dark hours of conflict in the soul when you’re wrestling with sins you’ve committed that 
you hate, sins committed that were they ever uncovered and discovered, they’d lead to 
your utter shame and humiliation. And in those dark hours, Jesus is there with you in 
solidarity with you, identifying with you as close as He could possibly be in that struggle. 
  When you’re struggling to resist that habitual sin that’s enslaved you for so long. 
There’s a new resolution in your heart to fight against it, to live in a way that’s different 
from the way you’ve lived in the past. Sense this in your heart. Jesus so closely 
identified with you and is so near to you that it’s as if He were inside of you when you’re 
fighting against that sin…because He is. 
  Jesus’ baptism is about His identification with us in our struggle against sin. When you 
fear that there are sins that can put you outside the reach of God's grace, He's saying 



“You trust in Me and I’ll take that sin on Me — the one you think no one can heal, no 
one can touch, no one can forgive, no one can set you free from. I’ll take that on Me.” 
  If you’re wondering if God can forgive you for what you've done? You’re living a double 
life, there's this outside and there's this inside. The outside is all shiny, well dressed and 
all smiles. But on the inside there’s a sin or sins that won’t let go of you. You’re living a 
double life and wonder, “If I believe the gospel, if I trust in Christ, is there any possibility 
that I can be set free from this?” And Jesus whispers, “I was baptized with the baptism 
of sinners because I came to take away the sins of the world — the ugly sins, the 
despicable sins, the humiliating sins, the shameful sins, the extreme sins of the world. 
Those are the sins I came for. Here's what you do. You trust in Me, and you decide that 
My loving kindness is better than the pleasure you get from that sin, and you turn from 
that sin to Me. I guarantee you I’ll take that sin for you. I guarantee you I’ll stand you 
before God the Father one day, and when the Evil One is licking his chops getting ready 
to display your sin to the world, My Father will look down at you and say, ‘My child has 
no sin in her. My child has no sin in him. It’s all been taken away. It’s been borne on the 
back of My Son. My child has trusted in Him! My child has preferred Him over her sin, 
his sin. She has no sin! He's borne it all away. There is nothing but light and life and 
affection and love on My child! What do you have to say, O accuser of My people?’ 
  That's what Jesus is saying: “I've been baptized with the baptism of sinners. I've 
identified myself with you. Look to Me and be saved, be forgiven.” We have an 
Advocate with the Father! (1 John 2:1) But there’s more… 

  

2. Jesus identifies with us in prayer. “and when Jesus also had been baptized and 
was praying…” Luke is the only who records this of the four gospel writers, that Jesus 
was praying. A focus on prayer is a continual emphasis for Luke. 
  It’s clear in the Gospels Jesus prayed passionately! What a lesson for us, as 
prayerless people. Do we want God’s blessings? The Holy Spirit on our life? Affirmation 
from God? Power for ministry? Then, we must pray. If fervent prayer was necessary for 
Jesus, how much more is it necessary for us? 
  This particular occasion reveals how different Jesus’ prayer life is from ours. I’m 
embarrassed that too often my prayers are spiritual grocery lists. In our own prayer 
lives, much of the time we’re asking for particular answers or interceding for other 
people. And there’s nothing wrong with that. 
  But that wasn’t Jesus’ prayer life. His prayer life wasn’t request focused, 
it’s relationship focused. Jesus desired to talk to His father. 
  Imagine this? Your child doesn’t talk to you much. Maybe hurriedly in the morning or 
when some crisis happens? Other than that, they never talk to you …unless they need 
something. How would you feel? Too many of us approach our Heavenly Father like 
that, don’t we? 
  Do you call your best friend when something wonderful happens? Why don’t you share 
that with God? When you’re enjoying something, do you tell your Heavenly Father? I 
find this helps me. It’s an easy way to remember key elements of prayer. It’s 
called A.C.T.S. It’s simply prayer in four parts. 



  Adoration. “Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised” (Ps. 145:3). Tell God how 
much you appreciate Him. Express your love for Him. Praise His power and majesty. 
Thank Him for the beauty of His creation. 
  Confession. “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9). Tell Him where you’ve fallen short. 
Be specific. Thank Him for the forgiveness you have in Christ. Ask for His strength to 
resist future temptations. 
  Thanksgiving “We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we 
pray for you” (Col. 1:3). We have so many reasons to be thankful. Thank God for His 
love, faithfulness, patience and a million other things. Express gratitude for what He’s 
doing in your life. Thank Jesus for dying on the Cross for you. Thank the Spirit for 
indwelling you and never leaving you. 
  Supplication “In everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your 
requests be made known to God” (Phil. 4:6). Tell God what you want, no matter how 
small it seems. No request is too big or small for your Heavenly Father. 
  Jesus had a relationship. As we indentify with Him, He wants the same for us. I’m 
personally challenged by the question Dallas Willard asks, “Does your mind 
spontaneously return to God when not intentionally occupied, when not intensely 
occupied, as the needle of the compass turns to the North Pole?” Jesus’ heart did. He 
wants that for us because our Heavenly Father wants a relationship with us, just as He 
wanted one with His own Son. 
  Prayer was vital to Jesus. John Piper insightfully writes, “If we don't eat, we’ll starve. If 
we don't drink, we’ll get dehydrated. If we don't exercise a muscle, it atrophies. If we 
don't breathe, we suffocate. And just as there are physical means of life, so there are 
spiritual means of grace, and prayer is one of them. You need it as much as you need 
to breathe.” 
  In prayer, Jesus identified Himself with sinners He came to save. Jesus’ prayer life 
shows His dependence, as the God-Man, on His Heavenly Father, just as we too must 
be dependent upon God.  

  

3. God the Father identifies with His Son. “The heavens were opened,  and the Holy 
Spirit descended on Him in bodily form, like a dove; and a voice came from heaven, 
‘You are My beloved Son; with You I am well pleased’.” In our fatherless world, many 
can’t relate to what’s taking place here. I know that I have difficulty here. 
  The biggest question has always been: Who is Jesus? Jesus asked His disciples 
that. Turn to Matthew 16:13-19 (p. 822). At His birth, holy angels answered that 
question, giving testimony to the deity of our Lord. That’s the question the disciples and 
early church continually faced, Who is Jesus? When they affirmed His deity, they were 
ridiculed or excommunicated. It often cost them their lives. Our world is still asking: Who 
is Jesus? They’re willing to accept Him as a good man, a great teacher like Buddha, a 
martyr. But suggest that He’s God and they’ll scoff. 
  Who is Jesus? God the Father rolls back the heavens and answers that question 
Himself. It’s noteworthy that Luke is less interested in the baptism itself. He doesn’t 
describe it or even the person who performed it. His focus is on what followed Jesus’ 
baptism. What attracted Luke’s attention was the revelation of God the Father and all 



three persons of the Trinity, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. As God the Father identifies 
with His Son… 
  a. This is a clear teaching of the doctrine of the Trinity. All three persons of the 
Trinity, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, are present. Whenever God does anything 
important—which of course is everything that He has ever done—it’s the work of the 
entire Trinity. Here we observe Trinitarian cooperation in action. God the Son, the 
Second Person of the Trinity, is praying. God the Holy Spirit, the Third Person of the 
Trinity, descends from heaven. God the Father, the First Person of the Trinity, 
pronounces His blessing on the Son. The Son prayed, the Spirit descended, and the 
Father spoke. 
  It’s one of the most significant Trinitarian texts in the New Testament. All three 
members of the Godhead appear simultaneously. It refutes the heresy of (big word) 
Modalism, an ancient heresy still prominent today. You’ve probably run into it and didn’t 
know what to call it. It’s referred to as “Jesus Only,” that you can only be baptized in the 
name of Jesus. Modalism denies the biblical teaching that God exists eternally in three 
persons, but views Him as one person that manifests Himself in different ways at 
different times. Luke 3, and other passages, disprove it, as all three members of the 
Trinity are clearly distinguished from each other. 
  b. This is a clear teaching of the need for the Spirit’s empowerment. What many 
don’t realize is that when Jesus raised the dead, or healed people, or cast out demons – 
He didn’t do it in His own power. He did miracles through the Spirit’s power. When 
Jesus came to earth, in the incarnation, He set aside His divine attributes in what’s 
known as the (big word) Kenosis. Philippians 2:7 says Jesus “emptied (kenosis) 
Himself, by taking the form of a servant.”   
  Jesus was dependent on the power of the Holy Spirit, just as we’re dependent on the 
power of the Holy Spirit. This is the anointing of Jesus by the Spirit. Please notice Jesus 
hasn’t done any miracles until He’s anointed by the Spirit. From this time forward, He 
does them in the Spirit’s power.  
  There’s never been anything like this before in biblical history. Never before had a 
dove been used to symbolize the Holy Spirit. But why a dove? The gentleness of a dove 
suited the gentle ministry of Jesus’ ministry of reconciliation. To be sure, Jesus was, 
and is a lion. His divine anger scorched the Pharisees. He’ll return at the end of the age 
as a warrior to judge the earth. Yet, His ministry is characteristically gentle. He said of 
Himself, “learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart” (Matt. 11:29). The fruit and 
character that the Holy Spirit produces in us is “gentleness” (Gal. 5:22). Jesus 
encouraged us to be as“innocent as doves” (Matthew 10:16). 
  How attractive! How beautiful! The Holy Spirit flew down to Jesus and Jesus began His 
gentle ministry. Today He longs to continue His gentle ministry in us and through us. 
You and I serve Jesus in the power of the same Spirit, trusting Him to make our feeble 
words and actions effective in bringing people to Christ and helping them grow in the 
knowledge of God. 
  c. This is a clear teaching of the affirmation of the Father. The main focus, the 
central part grammatically, is the voice of God the Father affirming His Son, “and a 
voice came from heaven, “You are My beloved Son; with You I am well pleased.” The 
first two manifestations at Jesus’ baptism were visual (heaven opened and the dove 



descended). This confirmation is verbal. Because it’s often the case in Scripture, it could 
have been that the Father’s voice sounded like thunder. 
  On two other occasions God the Father will speak from heaven, affirming that Jesus is 
His beloved Son, and that He’s pleased with Him. One is a voice from heaven found in 
John 12, as Jesus life nears the Cross. It happens again on the Mount of 
Transfiguration. Notice that God the Father uses two phrases to describe His 
relationship with His Son. 
  * It’s a word of affection, “You are my beloved Son.” The Son is loved by His Father. 
This is their eternal relationship. He’s declaring Jesus to be His Son in a unique sense. 
The Son that He loves. 
  It echoes down from Mount Moriah when Abraham took his only son, Isaac, and was 
going to sacrifice him. But God stopped Abraham. Abraham didn’t need to offer his son; 
God the Father was going to offer His Son for our sins. There’s something special about 
a father’s affection for his son. That gender connection is unique. 
  This isn’t something new. God the Father is declaring what has always been true from 
eternity past. But it’s a great mystery. What can it mean for God to be loved by God? 
Within the inward relations of the Trinity we see the most perfect love and affections. 
And the One who is loved, in this case the Son, is perfectly worthy to be loved. There 
can be no more perfect love than the Father’s love for His beloved Son within the 
Trinity. 
  * It’s a word of approval, “with You I am well pleased.” Philip Ryken, President of 
Wheaton, shares that one of his most significant experiences of his adolescence came 
at the end of one of the best basketball games that he’d ever played. As the game was 
over, his father rushed out into the court to embrace him. He said, “I can still feel the 
sensation of my bare, sweaty arms against the scratchy fabric of his tweed sport coat. 
Every son longs to hear his father say, ‘I’m proud of you, son.’” There’s something 
special about a father’s approval. Is there anything more important to a son than to have 
his father’s blessing, than to know his Dad approves of what he’s done? 
  God the Father said to God the Son, “with You I am well pleased.” Please don’t miss 
this! But what had Jesus done for His Father to be pleased in Him? Had He gone to the 
Cross? No. Had He turned water into wine, raised Lazarus, fed the 5,000, calmed the 
storm? No. Yes, God the Father was pleased with His obedience in baptism, but before 
Jesus did anything, God the Father was pleased with who He was, not with what He 
did. And the smile of Fatherly approval rested on Jesus all the days of His life. 

  

4. In Jesus, God the Father identifies with us. Some of you have never heard those 
words from your Dad. You may not have heard anything. Maybe you only heard harsh 
words, “It’s not good enough. You blew it again. What were you thinking?” Those words 
left scars on your soul. Even now they echo down the darkened alleyways of your 
memory. 
  My friend, if you’ve come to the Cross, if Jesus is your Savior, God is your Father. 
Because you’re now in Christ, He says to you, “You are my beloved son, my beloved 
daughter…in whom I am well pleased.” The good news of the Gospel is that if you 
believe in Jesus Christ as your personal Lord and Savior, God the Father is just as 
pleased with you! 



  The things that we do aren’t pleasing to God. If we had to stand before God the Father 
on our own merit, we’d never gain His approval or deserve His affection. But we don’t 
stand before Him on our own merit. As soon as we trust Christ for our salvation, we 
stand before God on the merit of His Son, Jesus. Now God the Father looks on us with 
the same affection and approval that He has for Jesus Christ, His worthy Son. 
  What I’m telling you is the opposite of religion. Religion, every religion, basically says, 
“Work really hard. Try your best. And at the end of your life, maybe, just maybe God will 
say, ‘I now adopt you. Now I’ll love you and am pleased with your life.” But our God is a 
God of grace. He reveals Himself as Father. When we run to the Cross, when we stop 
doing and trust that the Bible is true, that what Jesus has done is enough. If we accept 
Jesus as our Lord and Savior. God the Father says, “I’m your Father. You’re mine. I 
love you and accept you. I’m pleased with you.” That’s where we begin with God. 
  It’s our hope when we’re lonely, needy, afraid, anxious, or burdened by the great 
weight of our sin. It’s our joy when we feel that no one approves of us, no one loves us 
– no one has really ever loved us the way that we long to be loved. But God does. It 
doesn’t matter who you are or what you’ve done. God is not unloving or disapproving. 
He says to everyone of His children, “You are my beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 
And He will be your Father today, right now, if you will simply trust His Son as your 
Savior. 

  

Conclusion: We began today with a story of a hero, Caspar ten Boom. Let me end with 
two more heroes that powerfully draw this all together. 
  Mike and Sharon Dennehy live in Ashland, Virginia. Several years ago they read of a 
baby boy in Romania that was born without any arms (picture). When this boy, George, 
was about a year old, they visited the orphanage where he was being cared for. His 
parents had been unable to care for him and Mike and Sharon’s hearts went out to him. 
Most of the caregivers in that orphanage would have no more than minimal contact with 
baby George because they were frightened by his deformity. But Mike and Sharon 
asked if they could adopt him. 
  The boy’s mother and many others questioned their motives, as they would anyone 
who’d take such a disabled child into their lives and spend themselves in this way, 
caring for one in such need of nurture and assistance. Mike and Sharon assured his 
mom that they just wanted to give him a home and a chance at life. 
  “But why would you want a baby like mine?” the mother asked. Sharon had brought a 
Romanian Bible and opened it to Psalm 139, and gave it to his Romanian mother to 
read for herself: “For you formed my inward parts; You knitted me together in my 
mother's womb. I praise You, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. Wonderful are 
Your works; my soul knows it very well. My frame was not hidden from You, when I was 
being made in secret,     intricately woven in the depths of the earth” (vss. 13-15). 
  As the mother read from God’s Word, tears began to stream down her face. Finally, 
she looked at Sharon and said, “If this is what you believe about my son, you can take 
him as yours.” So Mike and Sharon brought George back home, where they loved him 
and raised him (Ultimately, they adopted eight other children, three of whom are also 
disabled). George learned to use a spoon and feed himself. People in restaurants would 
marvel at him, as he would use his feet to eat. But here’s where it gets really good. 



  When George was eight years old, because all three of their biological children had 
learned to play a classical music instrument, they wanted George to do the same. 
Sharon found a caring Christian teacher to train George how to play a classical 
instrument. You can imagine the hard work and patience it took on both the part of 
parents and teacher in such a venture. 
  Naturally, George had to learn to play with his feet. The first instrument he learned to 
play was the cello. He’s since learned to play the piano, the guitar and the acoustic 
guitar. And yes, he plays them all with his feet. 
  George (picture) today is an accomplished musician. Recently, the Goo Goo Dolls 
saw a video of George’s rendition of their song, Iris, and they invited George to play with 
them in a concert. George was recently married and is touring the States sharing his 
story. What a fantastic story! Want to hear a better one? 
  I’m disabled and so are you. You and I were disabled, much worse than George, by 
our sin. But because Jesus identified with us by dying as our substitute on the Cross, 
paying the price for all of our sins, God the Father adopted us. Once we commit our 
lives to Christ, we’re part of God’s Forever Family. God the Father takes our disabled, 
broken lives and transforms them into something beautiful. How? Because Jesus 
identified with us. He came to this world to be Just like us! He died for us so that we 
could be adopted. 
  Have you been adopted? If you have, what’s the beautiful thing that God is doing with 
your life? How is He using your life to make “music?” That’s what He does. He takes our 
brokenness and makes it something wonderful! 
 


