
The Greatest Miracle of the Early Church 
The Relationship Series 
 

What’s the greatest miracle of the first New Testament church? As you mentally thumb 
through the book of Acts, think of the greatest events. Lots of good answers surface: 
·         The baptism of the Holy Spirit on the Day of Pentecost. 
·         The salvation & baptism of 3000 in response to Peter’s sermon. 
·         The healing of a crippled man at the Temple gate. 
·         The release of Peter from prison. 
·         The conversion of Saul on the Damascus Road. 
  Those are all mighty miracles. If you listed any of them as the greatest miracle of the 
New Testament church, I wouldn’t blame you, but then again, I wouldn’t agree with you. 
As great as all of these are, I believe that there is one even greater. One that’s too often 
overlooked, easily neglected, yet absolutely staggering…and it didn’t stop in the first 
century. 
  What’s the greatest miracle? It’s known by different labels: unity, community, 
fellowship, church family. Turn in your Bibles to Acts 2:44-47 (p. 911). This was a 
dynamic church. It’s the model for all other churches since then. “And the Lord added to 
their number day by day those who were being saved.”Membership from a handful to 
3,000 overnight! Every meeting had more faces. More and more people were 
committing their lives to Christ, being baptized and becoming part of the church. The 
Jerusalem Church’s New Members class was bursting at the seams. 
  This was a very diverse church. “How is it that we hear, each of us in his own native 
language? Parthians and Medes and Elamites and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea 
and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya 
belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and 
Arabians” (Acts 2:8-11). Fifteen different regions were represented! Jews came from all 
over the world. Some, like the Parthinians, were from the east. The Egyptians were from 
the south. Some like the Romans were from the north. Their food was different; their 
cultures different; their native languages different. They came to be part of the 
Passover; they stayed to be part of the church. It was a divine United Nations. 
  How? How can community be born of such diversity? How can you feel part of a 
church that seems to change and grow every day? How can you feel at home when 
you’re meeting new people at every service? That my friend is the greatest miracle in 
the book of Acts. But it wasn’t just for them; it’s for us. What they had is to be normative 
in the local church, today, in our church, in Grace Church! 
  This morning we’re breaking from our study of Luke’s Gospel and beginning a new 
series, just a short five week break that we’re calling: We to Me: The Relationship 
Series. 
  Last year, as our leaders were meeting and praying together, we talked about what we 
believe is one of the greatest needs we have at Grace. It’s a need for a fresh 
understanding and commitment to family, church family, fellowship. Whatever you want 
to call it, it’s our focus this year. You’ll see the banner as you walk out the door. You 
have an insert with that focus in your bulletin. Please put it on your refrigerator as a 
reminder to pray for our church, that we’ll draw closer to the Lord and to each other. 
  For the next few weeks we’re going to work through this together and seek to grow in 
our biblical understanding of church family. Then, we’ll return to Luke. Next summer, 



we’ll return to this and work through some of those wonderful “one another” statements 
in the New Testament. 
  Be warned! Satan doesn’t want us to have this. He doesn’t want us to draw closer to 
the Father and to each other. Because when we do, when we truly get a grip on this, 
we’re dangerous. His kingdom is threatened. While a lost world is attracted to a vibrant 
Christian living for Jesus; it’s overwhelmed by a local church that loves God and loves 
each other, that’s living out the two greatest commandments: “You shall love the Lord 
your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the 
great and first commandment. And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.” (Matthew 22:37-40). 
  This morning we want to lay a foundation for a biblical understanding of spiritual family. 
I need to warn you though, this is anti-cultural. It goes against the grain of everything 
we’re taught in today’s world. 
  So we need to first expose the enemy, really an idol of American culture. You worship 
at this idol. I worship at this idol. We don’t want to give it up, idols die hard. Yet, we must 
if we’re going to be obedient and have what the Lord wants for us and our church. If 
you’re taking notes… 

  

1. We must tear down the idol of an army of one. Recently, President Obama was in 
Saudi Arabia to pay his respects with the death of the Saudi King, Abdullah. What made 
the headlines though was how Michelle Obama was dressed. It's exceptionally rare to 
hear Senator Ted Cruz praise anything done by someone associated with President 
Obama or his administration. Yet, the First Lady got a very public thumbs up from Cruz 
on Twitter for not wearing a head scarf (picture) when she and Mr. Obama visited 
Saudi Arabia for this condolence visit. 
  Whether you agree or disagree with what Mrs. Obama did is not the point. What she 
demonstrated was a value that we’ll nearly die for in America – individuality. It’s the 
worldview behind Lady Gaga’s hit song, Born this way. Individualism is where the 
wants, desires, values of the individual take precedence over all else. That thinking has 
no place in the Christian community. It has no place in our church. When it walks in the 
church doors; it’s idolatry. I’m not talking about preferences. I’m talking about individual 
identity that trumps community. For Christians, Christ is valued above all others. My 
spiritual family comes before me. 
  I’m thankful for diversity in America but it hurts the unity in our country when we are a 
nation of Asian-Americans, Hispanic-Americans, Irish-Americans, or my background, 
Redneck-Americans. (It comes with a drawl and a box of a grits.) We have become in 
the words of Professor John Locke, “solo sapiens.” 
  The church today is not a community; it’s a collection of individuals. This 
pervasiveness of individualism in the church is one of the primary causes of a lack of 
commitment to Christ or the Church. Why would we put in more than our hour and get 
to know each other? I got my fix. I took care of my spiritual needs. I’m too busy…I have 
things to do.  
  And we become Baby-Boomer or Millennial-Christians or Traditional-Christians or 
Contemporary-Christians. Our music, hymns or contemporary typically do not say “we” 
but “I.” It’s me-worship. 



  Read your New Testament. Jesus didn’t die just for me or just for you; He died for the 
Church (Ephesians 5). He’s not coming back just for me or just for you; He’s coming 
back for the Church. 
  We’re not a Christian community just because we have a common set of beliefs or 
practices. Too often we’re just a group of individuals who happen to gather on “Christian 
soil.” This isn’t about the unchurched. This is about those who embrace Christ as their 
Savior. Yet, we simply don’t know how the Christian life works and how the Lord 
intended it to be. 
  Jesus, the night before He died, prayed that we would love each other. How could we 
ever love each other when we don’t even know each other and have no commitment to 
one another? God’s plan for us is that in spite the diversity among God’s people, we 
enjoy the richest fellowship imaginable because it is based on a common commitment 
to the Lord Jesus Christ. Tragically, church family is rarely a priority for today’s 
Christian. Is it for you? 

  

2. Fellowship is not optional, it’s critical. Please turn to 1 John 1:1-4 (p. 862). 
Throughout 1 John the Christian life is represented as a fellowship, both with other 
believers and with God. The idea is introduced in 1:3, where the express purpose of the 
apostolic witness is said to be to bring us into a redemptive fellowship. This fellowship, 
the sharing in a common spiritual life, is in the truest sense a fellowship "with the Father, 
and with His Son Jesus Christ" (l:3b). Our English term fellowship translates the Greek 
word, koinonia, that’s used four times in 1 John. 
  In this short letter, the Apostle John is excited about who Jesus Christ is, but his 
excitement only begins there. John is excited about the body of Christ, the Church, and 
God’s physical expression of it and His plan for this day, the local church. There’s joy, 
there’s fulfillment in fellowship. Fellowship is one of God’s priorities and it must be one 
of ours. That’s why John tells us that, “We proclaim to you what we have seen and 
heard, so that you also may have fellowship with us. And our fellowship is with the 
Father and with His Son, Jesus Christ” (vs. 4). 
  Just imagine that you’ve come on hard times. You’re homeless, penniless, and 
sleeping on the sidewalk. Your tattered clothes and an old, dirty blanket are barely 
enough to keep you from freezing at night. Your meals consist of whatever you can find 
in the dumpsters. You’ve lost contact with all family and friends. As you sit on the 
sidewalk, suddenly the presidential limousine pulls up to the curb. The President gets 
out and invites you to join him. You get in and are whisked to the airport, where Air 
Force One is waiting. You fly to Washington, are driven in the presidential motorcade to 
the White House, where your own room is ready. There are new, clean clothes, all the 
food you can eat, and servants to meet your every need or whim. But, more than that, to 
your astonishment, the President treats you as his friend. He shares his heart with you 
and wants you to share your heart with him. At first, you’re so dazzled with this 
incredible change of events that you’re only aware of the President himself. But after a 
while, you realize that you’re not there alone. There are many others who have 
experienced the same thing. You suddenly have a large family of brothers and sisters 
that care for you. As you exchange your stories and talk of how the President has 
helped each of you, your relationships deepen. 



  It’s an unbelievable fable, right? No, it’s not. Not if you’ve come to know Jesus Christ, 
then it’s a true allegory. He found you in the gutter of sin and brought you to His 
heavenly palace to live with Him and to get to know Him as a friend. You discover 
brothers and sisters here and all over the world who have had the same experience. 
You’re accepted in a huge, loving family where every member has a variation of the 
same story: “I was lost in sin when Jesus found me and rescued me.” All of the family 
spends its time enjoying the bounty of the King, and best of all, getting to know Him 
better and better. That’s the glorious theme that John presents in our text—the joy of 
fellowship with God and with one another. 
  The greatest joys in life come from loving relationships. God designed us for 
fellowship. Remember those words from the Creation, “The LORD God said, ‘It is not 
good for the man to be alone. I will make a helper suitable for him’” (Genesis 
2:18).  What was tainted by sin is to come to fruition in the new creation, in regeneration 
in a local church. We all want such relationships, yet they’re work because of the 
contamination of sin to have them. Because of the Spirit’s power, because we are a 
new humanity, the local church is where this once again becomes possible. 
  Fellowship means sharing in common, or sharing together. The idea that we, who 
were so defiled by sin, could have fellowship—could share together—with the holy God, 
not just for the few years on this earth, but for forever, should overwhelm us! God wants 
us to learn community down here before we get Home. 
  John begins with fellowship with one another. True community with one another is 
based on our fellowship with God. Why does John begin with our fellowship with one 
another before he proceeds to fellowship with God? Because the thought of fellowship 
with a holy God is more than we can fathom. 
  We often feel the love of others in the local church family, perhaps even before we 
come to know God personally. This is especially true of those who have suffered broken 
relationships all their lives. They meet a Christian or come to church, and they feel love 
and acceptance. It’s the first thing that they notice. It’s such a new experience that 
they’re overwhelmed. Then, they learn that the source of this love is not in the people, 
but in the fact that these people have come to know the love of God in Christ. Please 
note these facts about this fellowship with one another: 
  a) Fellowship with one another not based on fellowship with God is not true 
community. Although unbelievers who come in among us should be able to sense the 
love, they can’t know true fellowship with other believers until they personally come to 
faith in Jesus Christ and begin to walk with Him on a daily basis. Knowing Jesus 
personally and growing in that relationship is the basis for any true fellowship with 
others that know Christ. It’s Christ Himself that we share in common. True fellowship is 
when we share together about the riches of Christ and the treasures of His Word. 
Anything less isn’t genuine fellowship. Sometimes we chat with one another about the 
weather, sports, or the news. While there’s nothing wrong with talking about such 
things, it’s not true fellowship. True fellowship centers on our mutual fellowship with 
God. 
Can you imagine going to a birthday party and not once do you talk to or about the 
guest of honor? We have a quilting group that meets at church. Do you think that maybe 
they talk about quilts? Men’s basketball plays every Sunday night. How weird would it 
be if they only talked about politics or football or new movies…yet never talked about 



basketball? So when we get together as a church family, shouldn’t we talk, outside of 
the organized teaching time – about Jesus and what He’s doing in our lives? 
  b) True community must have value today as it did then. Christian fellowship is 
based on three-way relationships, we identify and bond with each other because we’re 
bound to Christ who died for us to cleanse us from sin. We can’t have fellowship with 
God without fellowship with His people; we can’t have fellowship with His people without 
fellowship with Him. It’s a both/and, not an either/or, 
  Fritz Reinecker points out that the word “fellowship” is the setting aside of private 
interest and desires and the joining in with others for common purposes. Did you 
catch that “setting aside of private interest?”Our Christian walk isn’t just “Jesus and me.” 
The New Testament teaches that it’s “Jesus and us.” 
  Jesus Christ died for the Church. He gave His life for it. He wants to present it to His 
Father as a bride without blemish. Do we dare have a cavalier attitude toward what our 
Lord values so highly? If you love the Lord, you must love His family. If you’re 
committed to the Lord, then you must be committed to His family? While this is foreign 
to much of the American church, it’s supremely Biblical. Don’t take my word for it. 
Search the New Testament for yourself and see how Christ values His Church and that 
His plan for this day is the local church. Then ask yourself if you have His love and view 
of the local church? 
  Christian fellowship is supernatural and triangular. My life in fellowship with Christ, 
your life in fellowship with Christ, and my life and your life in fellowship with one another. 
The mystical union we enjoy in Christ becomes the substance that binds the local 
church together. But we must remember that fellowship is like a tender plant. It must be 
purposefully nurtured, cared for and protected, or it can easily wither and die. Do you 
value Christian fellowship? 
  John was excited about Christian fellowship. Are we? George S. Barrett said, “The 
greatest revival needed today is a revival of the sense of the importance and value of 
[local] church life to the individual believer.” 

  

3. In Christ together in fellowship we have full joy. Do you have joy? That’s a vital 
question. Do you have the real and lasting joy only Christ can give? The good news of 
the Scripture is that fullness of joy can be ours in Christ. Joy always results from a 
relationship with Christ; joy comes from a relationship with other believers. 
  That’s what the Bible teaches. Christians have something so much better than 
happiness because happiness is totally dependent upon what happens. Joy is a fruit of 
the Spirit and comes from God. It is internally derived and cannot be externally 
contaminated. 
  John says “We write this to make our joy complete.” The word “our” is an interpretative 
problem. It’s why the ESV differs from the King James which renders it, “And these 
things write we unto you, that your joy may be full.” I believe that the Amplified Bible 
best captures John’s intent, “And we are now writing these things to you so that our joy 
[in seeing you included] may be full [and your joy may be complete].” John’s meaning is 
inclusive of both writer and readers. Thus, the New English Bible renders it, “the joy of 
us all.”It’s in Christ together in fellowship that we have full joy. 



  Too often we think that joy in the Lord is a nice extra, but not essential. We can’t glorify 
God properly unless we enjoy Him thoroughly. A. W. Pink observed, “Now this joy is not 
to be regarded as a luxury, but rather as a spiritual necessity. We are obligated to be 
glad in God.” He goes on to cite several Scriptures that command us to be glad and 
rejoice in the Lord. Then he points out that we won’t glorify God apart from such 
genuine joy in Him. Our aim in proclaiming the gospel to others should be that they, too, 
would come to share our joy in Jesus Christ. Joy is an evidence that we are truly 
believers.  
  Please don’t miss this! Joy is connected to our community. Out of the hundred times 
that the New Testament mentions joy, thirty-seven of them concern the gladness that is 
found in community, fellowship with other believers. Sadly, we’ve neglected the critical 
importance of mutual joy. 
  Jesus wants us to have His joy and He wants us to have it with one another in 
community. Fellowship and fullness of joy go hand in hand. An isolated Christian will 
find it very difficult to be a joyful Christian. 

  

Conclusion: So let’s tie this up? Is fellowship vital to you? Is it a high priority to you? 
Are you excited about fellowship with your brothers and sisters in Christ? Do you value 
fellowship? Are you excited that joy comes from the Lord and can’t be stolen or 
quenched by a wicked world? 
  One of the most neglected commands of our Lord is found in John 13:34-35. Jesus 
told His disciples, “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, 
so you must love one another. By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you 
love one another.” The travesty is that rather than seeing our local church relations as 
a family, we see them as a franchise, like McDonalds or Wal-Mart. 
  One of the most neglected doctrines in the Church today is ecclesiology, the doctrine 
of the church. While some understand how a church is to function, what’s missed is the 
critical importance of a local church family. God’s plan is the local church. I realize that 
for some of us our natural instinct is not to develop close relationships, to keep our 
distance. 
  Let me share some very practical ways we can grow biblically and cultivate 
community? It takes more than just close proximity. Just because we get together at 
someone’s house for dinner, or hang out with a Christian friend, or join a Bible study, 
doesn’t mean we are cultivating community. You can get a bunch of people together in 
an elevator, they’re in close proximity, even have the same purpose, but it doesn’t mean 
you’ve created community. Here are four ways in which we intentionally cultivate 
community. 
  1. Cultivating community requires time. God has given us all the same amount of 
time, 24 hours a day seven days a week. How we choose to use it is up to us. We have 
more options than ever before of where to spend our time. Frequently, our excuse in 
spending time developing relationships is; I don’t have the time...I’m too busy, work, 
kids’ activities, sports, even church activities. But what we’re really saying is, it’s not a 
priority for me. Even though it is God’s number one priority for me to love others and 
develop relationships with them, it’s usually not our first priority. 



We need to examine our priorities and evaluate how we’re investing our time based on 
God’s priorities. We control our schedules, our kid’s schedules, our commitments. We 
may let others tell us what they want us to do, but that’s your decision. You can say "no" 
to people, your boss, your kids, and quit taking on more responsibilities that don’t really 
make any difference in God’s eternal plan. That’s your choice. If we don’t set our 
schedule based on God’s priorities, something will always fill the time.   
When you get to heaven and stand before God, He’s not going to ask you about your 
career accomplishments, all the toys you managed to collect and use. All the sporting 
events you thought were of utmost importance here on earth, they won’t mean a thing to 
God. His concern will be how you learned to love God, obey him, and how you learned 
to love others. 
  There are only two things that you can take to heaven with you; your relationships; 
family, friends, particularly with other Christians (because they’ll be with you in heaven) 
and your character, particularly the lessons you learned on how to love others. You 
body’s not going with you (at least not in present form), your possessions aren’t going 
with you, all the hours you worked overtime are not going with you. That’s why it’s 
important that we invest in that which is going to count for all eternity. 
  2. Cultivating community requires authenticity. When we’re in true community, we 
must be authentic with each another. We can’t just do surface level chit chat, "How’s the 
weather, or did you see the Packers or Brewers game, did you see the 
last Black List, or whatever was on last night?" Authenticity is about sharing what’s 
really going on in our lives. We’re honest with each other, genuine. We’re intentional 
about revealing our struggles, sharing our hurts, confessing our failures, acknowledging 
our weaknesses, and asking for help and prayer. 
  A key reason that community isn’t formed among Christians is because we’re unwilling 
to be transparent. We hold our cards very close to us. The more we leave the mask on, 
pretending everything is fine…even if it isn’t, the less we build community. Lack of 
authenticity doesn’t build biblical community, it builds a social club. But the church isn’t 
called to be a social club. 
  Authenticity requires trust and courage. Yet, we’re driven more by pride and fear. We 
don’t want anyone to know we don’t have everything together and are afraid of what 
others will think of us if we share this. You have to be willing to share what’s really on 
your heart. You have to find a person or group you can trust. Trust takes time and it 
requires confidentiality. What’s said in the group or among friends stays in the group. 
Gossip is a relationship buster which kills community because it kills trust. We need to 
share our burdens, “Therefore, confess your sins to one another and pray for one 
another, that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous person has great power as it 
is working” (James 5:16). 
  A perfect example of authenticity among a group of people is an AA meeting. They 
share openly because they know it’s confidential and they know they need help. Think 
of a small group as a support group for sinners trying to grow together to become more 
loving like God, "Hi, I’m Scott and I’m a sinner." 
  3. Cultivating community requires humility. 1 Peter 5:5, “All of you, clothe 
yourselves with humility toward one another, because, ‘God opposes the proud but 
gives grace to the humble’.” Pride destroys community; humility builds it. Pride looks 
down on others, is critical and judgmental, thinking “why can’t you be more like me.” 



Prideful people think they’re never wrong. But humility realizes that I’m a sinner saved 
by grace. It’s is God’s work in us, therefore there’s no room for pride or judgment of 
others. Humility is thinking about yourself less, and thinking of others more. We also call 
it selflessness. Humble people are focused on serving others. When we’re humble we 
admit our weaknesses, we’re patient with others weaknesses, we’re open to correction, 
and we put the spotlight on others rather than take credit for everything ourselves.  
  A wonderful way to demonstrate humility is by serving others in the church and…are 
you ready? Letting them serve you. Think of Jesus, the Son of God, getting down, 
wrapping a towel around His waist and proceeding to wash the disciple’s feet. That’s 
humility. We’re humble when we really listen to other people and what’s going on in 
their life. Really listening is one of the greatest gifts you can give others. Humble people 
ask things like, "Well, what do you think?" They don’t dominate the conversation and do 
all the talking. They draw it out of others.  
  4. Cultivating community requires God’s grace. There’s always that person in the 
church or your small group, who rubs you the wrong way. They’re like heavenly 
sandpaper. They’re EGR people (Extra Grace Required). Scripture commands us, “You 
must make allowance for each other’s faults and forgive the person who offends you. 
Remember, the Lord forgave you, so you must forgive others” (Colossians 3:13). 
  To cultivate community, we must show others the same grace God has given us. We 
make allowance for their faults because God makes an allowance for our faults. We 
forgive them because God forgives us. We need to respect the differences we have, be 
considerate of each other’s feelings, be patient with one another, in short, be gracious. 
  If we choose not to be a part of a Christian community for this reason, not only have 
we failed to extend grace, we have failed to learn God’s basic lesson of love. Just like in 
your family, there will always be people in the body of Christ who rub you the wrong 
way, God wants you to learn how to love them too. 
  Think of it as God’s opportunity to learn how to love someone unconditionally like He 
does. It’s easy to love those who are nice and friendly and treat you well, but love isn’t 
about returning in kind. Love is unselfishly looking out for others whether they deserve it 
or not. God wants to teach you how to extend grace just like He extends grace to us 
because we don’t deserve it either. 
  Love is like a muscle it only gets stronger when it is used, when we put it into practice. 
What happens when we don’t use our muscles? They atrophy, we lose them. The same 
goes with love. Without practice, without relationships, as the years go by we become 
more isolated, more hardened, less caring about others, more cynical, more self-
centered. Why? Because we distanced ourselves from God and other Christian 
believers, and lived in isolation. 
  A grace accepting community is the Father’s plan. It’s a top priority. Is it yours? Is it 
important to you? If so, what steps will you make to cultivate community and grow in this 
area in your life? 
 


