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Last August, Michael Brown, an 18-year-old African-American male, was shot to death 
after an altercation with police officer, Darren Wilson, a 28-year-old white male 
Ferguson, Missouri, Police officer. Michael Brown was a suspect in a robbery committed 
minutes before the shooting. After several months of deliberation, a grand jury decided 
not to indict Officer Wilson for any criminal charges in relation to the incident. And 
Ferguson, Missouri and the whole country erupted. 
  Following the announcement of the grand jury's decision, Michael Brown's stepfather, 
Louis Head, yelled to a crowd of protesters gathered in front of the police department: 
"Burn this _____ down!” While there were peaceful protests, most of them weren’t. 
Buildings were burned down; there was gunfire, looting, vandalism, and 
destruction.  Police in Ferguson deployed tear gas and ordered protesters to disperse. 
Ultimately, 61 people were arrested in Ferguson on charges including burglary and 
trespassing. 
  That same day and in the ensuing weeks, thousands rallied to protest the grand jury's 
decision in more than 170 U.S. cities from Boston to Los Angeles. Protests also took 
place internationally, with demonstrations held in several major cities in Canada and 
also in London. 
  Division, fragmentation is an ongoing national and international problem. We’re 
supposed to be “One nation under God…” the reality is that we’re anything 
but. Division is not just a math problem, it’s a cultural tragedy. 
  Aren’t you thankful that it’s just a pagan, lost world problem? 1 Corinthians 12:13 
says, “For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or 
free—and all were made to drink of one Spirit.” Ephesians 4:4-5, “There is one body 
and one Spirit—just as you were called to the one hope that belongs to your call,  one 
Lord, one faith, one baptism.” But are we? 
  Our Lord made unity of the church a priority. So does the Apostle Paul. It’s a great 
concern to his heart. One church Paul rebukes and takes to task is the church at 
Corinth. One of their big issues is division and disunity. Turn to 1 Corinthians 3:1-4 (p. 
953). Our friend Paul doesn’t mince words! Division and disunity are symptomatic of 
spiritual immaturity. Ouch! What would he say about our day? What would he say about 
us, our church? Please understand, these aren’t doctrinal divisions Paul is addressing. 
That we could understand to some degree. 
  So why is it that the local church today is so fragmented? Why is our church so 
fragmented? More importantly, what’s the biblical cure? As we continue our series, Me 
to We, that’s what we want to work through today. If you’re taking notes… 
1. Our culture is terribly fragmented today. Our tendency is to socialize and surround 
ourselves with people just like ourselves. We hang with those who think like we do, who 
have the same interests, ethnic background and values. Because of that, most people 
don’t realize how fragmented our culture is, until they venture outside of their safe zone. 
  Americans tend to be monolithic in their social circles. Blue collar spends time with 
blue collar; white collar with white collar; rich with rich; poor with poor. Singles spend 
time with singles. Marrieds with marrieds; marrieds without kids with marrieds without 
kids. Seniors spend time with seniors. The same is true politically, religiously, even in 



our careers. Cops hang with cops. Doctors socialize with doctors. Rarely, do we cross 
boundaries sociologically.  
  It’s seen in that powerful dialogue from John Grisham’s, A Time to Kill (picture). 
Remember the conversation between black defendant, Carl Lee Hailey and his lawyer, 
Jake Brigance. Brigance comes with the bad news that they’re going to lose the case. 
He feels very bad because they’re also friends. Carl Lee’s words are powerful: “We ain't 
no friends, Jake. We are on different sides of the line, I ain't never seen you in my part 
of town. I bet you don't even know where I live. Our daughters, Jake; they ain't never 
gonna play together…America is a war and you are on the other side.” Tragically, those 
sides are played out every day in America. 
  Think about who you hang with outside of your family? How many are different from 
you? Different education levels? Economic or marital status? Political persuasion? We 
even divide over NFL teams we love! 

  

2. The local church is terribly fragmented today. A man saw a guy about to jump off 
of the Golden Gate Bridge. He yelled, “Don't do it!” The jumper, "Nobody loves me." The 
rescuer said, "God loves you. Do you believe in God?" The jumper, replied, “Yes." The 
rescuer said, "Are you a Christian or a Jew?" The jumper, "A Christian." The 
rescuer, "Me, too! Protestant or Catholic?" The jumper, "Protestant." The rescuer, "Me, 
too! What franchise?" The jumper, "Baptist." The rescuer, "Me, too! Northern Baptist or 
Southern Baptist?" The jumper, "Northern Baptist." The rescuer, "Me, too! Northern 
Conservative Baptist or Northern Liberal Baptist?" The jumper, "Northern Conservative 
Baptist." The rescuer, "Me, too! Northern Conservative Baptist Great Lakes Region, or 
Northern Conservative Baptist Eastern Region?"The jumper, "Northern Conservative 
Baptist Great Lakes Region." The rescuer, "Me, too!" Northern Conservative Baptist 
Great Lakes Region Council of 1879, or Northern Conservative Baptist Great Lakes 
Region Council of 1912?" The jumper said, "Northern Conservative Baptist Great Lakes 
Region Council of 1912." The would-be rescuer said, "Die, heretic!" and pushed him 
over. 
  Most Christians are about that foolish. Be honest. Have you ever seen a church split 
over biblical truth or theology? I haven’t. Sometimes I’ve been told they’re biblical issues 
but they’re not. It’s preferences and non-biblical issues. It’s wrong! Most divisions like 
the church at Corinth are over non-biblical issues like versions, music, budget focus, 
educational choices. 
  During my over a quarter of a century here we’ve lost folk because we weren’t pro-life 
enough, wouldn’t say Christian schools are the only educational choice, aren’t a 
homeschool only church, aren’t missionary minded enough, or involved enough in the 
community. We had someone leave because our church wouldn’t say all forms of birth 
control are wrong. 
  You may believe in vaccines or no vaccines. You may be a home schooler or pro-
public education. You may be union or non-union. You may believe in social drinking or 
abstinence. Please hear me and hear me well. Those aren’t biblical issues. They all 
need to stop at the front door of the church. 
  I’ve shared it before but one of my favorite presidential anecdotes was when President 
Reagan was shot. The chief of thoracic surgery, Dr. Benjamin Aaron, decided to 



perform a thoracotomy because the bleeding wouldn’t stop. In the operating room, 
President Reagan removed his oxygen mask to joke, "I hope you are all Republicans.” 
The doctors and nurses laughed, and Dr. Giordano, who was heading up the surgical 
team and who was also a liberal Democrat replied, "Today, Mr. President, we are all 
Republicans.” 
  Now what I’m going to say may tick some of you off. That’s okay. I love you too much 
not to tell you the truth. Most evangelical Christians have let Satan deceive them and 
they are Conservatives before they are Christians. They are Republicans before they 
are Christ-followers. It’s not only wrong, it’s idolatry. Exodus 20:3 says, “You shall have 
no other gods before me.” When your political allegiance, whether Republican or 
Democrat, conservative or liberal comes before King Jesus, it’s idolatry. 
  Am I saying you shouldn’t be a Republican, Democrat or Independent? No, but your 
allegiance to Jesus Christ must come first. The Great Commission must be our first 
mission, not the next election. And politicians use the Church for political expediency, 
but they’re not like us. Just as Democrats manipulate and use African-American 
churches, Republicans manipulate and use evangelicals. 
  That was illustrated in a recent political debacle in our State, casino gambling in 
Kenosha. I appreciate and applaud our Governor for turning it down. It saddened me 
though to see many of my friends, nearly every local “conservative,” appeal over and 
over again to the Governor to reconsider his decision.  
  Beloved, we’re not in a political war or an ideological war or conservative versus liberal 
war. It’s a spiritual war. Souls…eternal destinies hang in the balance. 
  Most of you don’t know this. At one time I was the President of a conservative 
“Christian” political action group. When I joined their board, I shared with them my heart 
that I didn’t want to just promote biblical values in the public arena. I was just as 
concerned in sharing the Gospel with elected officials on both sides of the aisle and 
they agreed. Yet, it soon became apparent that the purpose was to win political battles, 
even if we lost the opportunity to ever witness and share the Gospel with those who 
ideologically disagreed with us. 
  Some of you are thinking, “But the political platforms are different.” Please don’t be 
naïve. Both parties will do whatever it takes to get elected. There are pro-choice 
Republicans and pro-life Democrats. There are pro-marriage Democrats and log cabin 
Republicans. The primary difference between the parties is economic and their 
philosophy of government. You can strain at gnats, but those are not biblical issues. 
The only government that the Bible endorses is a Theocracy and we won’t have another 
one until King Jesus comes back! “Even so come Lord Jesus!” 
  The mission is the Gospel! It’s not political. Satan has deceived us. We’re pawns in his 
hand when he distracts us from the Great Commission. How do you think Jesus feels 
when He sees His followers become so incensed about this world issues? It’s Thy 
Kingdom come, not my kingdom come.   

  

3. The early church faced the same temptation of division, yet chose unity for the 
cause of Christ.Many of us instead of being made in God’s image, have made God in 
our image. Let me illustrate that and it’s not my favorite illustration, yet makes the point. 



  A black guy and a white guy are driving in their car, having an argument. "Jesus was a 
white man," says the white guy. "No, Jesus was a black man," says the black guy. "He 
was white!" says the white guy. "No, He was black!" says the black guy. Their argument 
gets so heated, the driver stops paying attention, runs a red light, and BAM!!! They’re 
run over by a truck. The next thing they know, they're standing at the Pearly Gates. 
Peter appears before them and welcomes them in, saying, "Are you ready to meet 
God?" They respond in the affirmative, and Peter says, "Wait here, I'll go get Him." One 
guy whispers to the other, "I guess we're going to find who's right, huh?" Instantly a 
cloud of smoke appears before them, followed by blinding light and a crescendo of 
trumpets. Their eyes blinded by the light and the smoke, they can only see the outline of 
God in the shadows. He appears before them, extends His arms and says, “Buenos 
Días, Amigos!”  
  Turn to Colossians 3:11 (p. 984). This is a “wow passage.” Their unity, in spite of the 
divisions, are more than any of us have ever encountered. It’s essentially repeated in 
our Sword Challenges this week, Galatians 3:28. We find it in Jesus’ 12 disciples who 
came from all walks of life and points of the political spectrum. It’s noteworthy, they had 
their biggest division when Judas got hung up on money issues. As the Bible calls 
it, “filthy lucre,” is at the bottom of more church divisions than we want to admit. So let’s 
take a moment and pick Colossians 3:11 apart. In Christ, in salvation – ALL divisions 
and distinction are eradicated. 
  a) It destroyed the barriers that come from birth and nationality. No Greek or Jew. 
Different nations who detested and despised each other, were all drawn into one family 
of the Church. Nations that would have leaped at each other’s throats in battle sat in 
peace beside each other at the Table of the Lord, as we’re going to do in a few minutes. 
In other words, “in Christ” there are no “those people.” We are family! 
  b) It destroyed the barriers that come from religious heritage. “Circumcised and 
uncircumcised”which come from ritual and ceremonial. No matter what their spiritual 
heritage was, they were drawn together in the one fellowship. Let me update that for 
today. There’s to be no formal or informal division, hymns versus contemporary, 
traditional versus non-traditional, or even suits versus blue jeans. When Jesus Christ is 
Lord, every ritual or non-ritual submits before Him. It’s about Him, not us! 
  c) It destroyed the barriers between the cultured and uncultured. Scythians were 
the ignorant barbarians of the ancient world. They made rednecks look like bluebloods. 
Greeks were the intelligentsia, the high class people. In Jesus, the clueless and crass 
unite with the Intelligentsia and college educated. In other words, the Ph. D, sits beside 
the illiterate.  
  d) It destroyed the barriers that come with economic division. To me this is the 
most amazing, “slave, free.” The slave and free came together in the Church. Often, it 
was owner and slave. We find that in 1 Corinthians and Philemon. Union and non-union, 
white collar and blue collar, even millionaire and welfare Mom are nothing compared to 
this. Would you have a hard time sitting next to your boss at church, particularly if you 
were a peon? Imagine being a slave owner and worshipping, or serving communion to 
your slave? The church is a class-free world. In the presence of God, all social 
distinctions cease to exist and become irrelevant. 
4. The early church didn’t just tolerate each other; they loved each other. Pick it up 
in Colossians 3:12-15. Here Paul gives us the key to how they did it. It’s found in verse 



14, “And above all these put on love, which binds everything together in perfect 
harmony.” This isn’t puny human love. It’s divine love, sacrificial love. God is love. Do 
you know where you see this love? You see it at this Table. You see it on an old rugged 
cross, when the Son of God looked down at the worst of the worst and said, “Father, 
forgive them for they know not what they do.” 
  This isn’t sterile, test tube laboratory stuff. “Put on” means clothe yourself. You wear 
this. Just as you’ve put on the new self, there’s a uniform that goes with this new life in 
Christ, appropriate actions and attitudes. Because the Holy Spirit indwells you, you now 
emulate the character of our Savior. You act and react as He did when He walked this 
earth. But not in your own strength, you do it in the power of the Spirit. 
  Prior to this Paul had listed vices of the unsaved person: anger, rage, malice, slander, 
filthy language and lying. Now he shares the virtues of a true believer. Every one of 
these virtues has to do with personal relationships. Notice, too, that none of the things 
we typically value are here: money, talent, ability, intellect, appearance, or status. 
  “Clothe yourselves with compassion.” The opposite of this would be someone who 
is cold and heartless, someone who’s concerned only with himself. Think of the 
character, Scrooge, a man too busy balancing his checkbook to notice the needs of 
others. A compassionate person is someone who wants to help those around him. 
What’s going on with my brothers and sisters at church? Is everything OK? What can I 
do to help you? Are you known for your compassion? 
  “Clothe yourselves with kindness.” Kindness not only says nice things, it does nice 
things. Kindness is going above and beyond the call of duty to help someone out. This 
happened at a grocery store. A woman’s little child began pulling all the packages of 
candy and peanuts off the shelf and was throwing them onto the floor. One of the 
packages burst open and M&M’s went flying everywhere. The store clerk came 
storming down the aisle and said to the woman, “Don’t worry about this, ma’am. I’ll 
clean it up. You just do your shopping.” Are you known for your kindness? 
  “Clothe yourselves with humility.” Ours is an arrogant world. We think  the world 
revolves around us. When it doesn’t, we try to make it revolve around us. Humility 
means that you recognize your own weaknesses. 
  In one Peanuts cartoon, Linus tells Charlie Brown, “When I get big, I’m going to be a 
humble little country doctor. I’ll live in the city. Every morning I’ll get up, climb into my 
sports car, and zoom into the country! Then I’ll start healing people… I’ll heal people for 
miles around!” In the last frame, he exclaims, “I’ll be a world famous humble little 
country doctor!” How difficult it is for us to be humble. We may start out with the goal of 
being a humble little whatever, yet before we know it, we’re into being a world-famous, 
humble little whatever! Pride is arguably the most deadly and evil of all sins. It’s usually 
the root of all other sins. Yet, when we realize we’re vile sinners, deserving of Hell apart 
from God’s grace, it’s easier to be humble. We are truly nothing; He is 
everything! Would others say that you are a humble Christian? 
  “Clothe yourselves with gentleness.” Meekness could be translated gentleness. 
Gentleness is the opposite of road rage. It’s the opposite of the man who is ranting and 
raving at the customer service counter in the store. 
  Have you ever borrowed a friend’s car that was really nice? I bet you were gentle with 
it. You probably drove the speed limit, parked it at the far end of the parking lot so it 
wouldn’t get dinged, actually stopped at stop signs. You may have never been gentler in 



your life. That’s how God wants us to treat our brothers and sisters in Christ, even the 
little brothers and sisters. Are you known for being gentle? 
  “Clothe yourselves with patience.”The Greek word contains the idea of being 
patient in unpleasant circumstances. When that other believer doesn’t have a clue, 
when they’re rude or opinionated, when they take the last donut or empty the coffee 
pot…or, worst of all, sit in your seat. Are you patient with believers around you, even in 
trying circumstances? Are you a patient Christian? 
  “Clothe yourselves with forgiveness.” This one is set apart from the 
others, “bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint against another, forgiving 
each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive.” A complaint is a 
legitimate reason to be upset with someone. If someone promises to pick you up at 
2:00, and they forget and leave you standing out in the cold, you have a complaint. If 
someone promises to help you clean the church kitchen, but instead they get yakking, 
you have a grievance. All of us could come up with a list of legitimate reasons why 
we’re upset with certain people. 
  But if you’re a Christian, you must be a forgiver. What does it mean to forgive? The 
last part of verse 13 says, “Forgive, as the Lord forgave you.” Jesus could have many 
grievances against us. Think of all the things that Jesus wants us to do, but we don’t do 
them. Yet, all the things Jesus doesn’t want us to do, well, we do them. Jesus forgives 
each and every grievance He has against us. 
  There are many pictures of forgiveness in Scripture. One of the most common ones is 
the picture of a loan officer. He sees the debt you’ve piled up – credit card bills, car 
loan, mortgage, and all the other bills. The loan officer tells you that as of right now, all 
of your bills are wiped off your account. You now owe nothing on your credit card bills. 
No more car payments or house payments. You’re debt-free. That’s how Jesus forgives 
you. He wipes every sin from your account. Jesus doesn’t hold grudges. He doesn’t say 
to you, “I forgive you for what you said to your wife the other day, but I’ll remember what 
you did.” No, Jesus forgives and forgets. It’s as though it never happened. That’s how 
Jesus forgives you. 
  That’s how Jesus wants us to forgive our brothers and sisters. Sure, you have 
legitimate reasons to be upset with them sometimes. “But forgive,” Jesus says. “Forgive 
the way I’ve forgiven you.” Completely wipe that grievance out of that person’s account. 
No grudges. No “remember when you did that” conversations. Forgive completely. We 
forgive, as Christ forgave us. Are you a forgiving Christian like Jesus? 
  “Clothe yourselves with gratitude.” “Be thankful.”  The context isn’t salvation or 
forgiveness. It’s choosing to be thankful for each other. It’s not just your friends or 
people you like or get along with. It’s being thankful for your brothers and sisters, even 
those you have difficulty getting along with, even when you don’t feel like being thankful 
for them. If for nothing else, God is using that person to develop Christlikeness in your 
life. Do you thank God for the other believers in this church? 
  “Clothe yourselves with love.” “And above all these put on love, which binds 
everything together in perfect harmony.” This is like the overcoat that covers all the 
other pieces of clothing. It’s the belt that hold it all together. After you’ve put on 
compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, patience, forgiveness, gratitude – after 
you’ve put all these other things on, then, over all these virtues put on love. 



  What kind of “love” are we talking about? There are different words in the Bible for 
different kinds of love. When we think of “love,” we usually think of phileo love. That’s a 
two-way kind of love. It’s where we get Philadelphia from, the city of brotherly love. In 
other words, you love me, and I’ll love you back. I love you because there are certain 
things that are good about you. You love me because there are certain things that are 
good about me. It’s a two-way love. 
  But that’s not the word used here for “love.” When the Bible says, “over all these 
virtues put on love,” it’s talking about a special kind of love. The Greek word is “agape.” 
It’s a one-way love. In other words, you love me, even if I don’t love you back. You love 
me, even though there’s nothing good about me. It’s a unique kind of love. It’s the kind 
of love God shows to us. Even though we didn’t love God, He loved us and sent Jesus 
to die on the Cross for us. Even though you didn’t ask for it, Jesus loved you and died 
for your sins. God loves us, even though there isn’t anything good about us to love. It’s 
unconditional love! How can we not love our brothers and sisters in Christ when we are 
so loved by God? 
  That’s the kind of love that God is talking about here, a one-way kind of love. Love 
someone, even though he/she is unlovable. Even though she might not say thank you. 
Even though he doesn’t appreciate what you do. Love them, even if there are a million 
reasons to not love them, you love anyway. Do you love your brothers and sisters here? 
Do you act loving toward them? 
Conclusion: What we are talking about is humanly possible only on a very limited 
scale. Because of sin and our depravity, we continually hurt and offend each another. 
But God is love. The first fruit of the Spirit is love, agape, unconditional love. This is 
vital! It is only as we know God, it’s only in the Spirit’s power, it’s only as we are 
overwhelmed by how much we, the terribly unlovable, are loved by God the Father, that 
we can love our brothers and sisters. This is both familial and divine. 
  Some may be familiar with hymn writer, George Matheson (picture). Matheson 
penned that glorious hymn, O Love That Wilt Not Let Me Go, while in the depths of 
immeasurable hurt, betrayal and despair. At age 20, George Matheson was engaged to 
be married but began going blind. When he broke the news to his fiancé, she decided 
she couldn’t go through life with a blind husband. So she terminated the relationship 
and George Matheson felt as if something within him had died.  
  But before losing his sight, he wrote two books of theology. Some feel that if he’d 
retained his sight, he could have been the greatest leader of the Church of Scotland in 
his day. A special providence was that George’s sister offered to care for him. With her 
help, George left the world of academia for pastoral ministry and wound up preaching to 
a crowd of 1500 in his church each Sunday–though blind. 
  The day came, however, in 1882, when his sister fell in love and prepared for marriage 
herself. The evening before the wedding, George’s whole family had left to get ready for 
the next day’s celebration. He was alone and facing the prospect of living the rest of his 
life without the one person who’d come through for him. On top of this, he was 
doubtless reflecting on his own aborted wedding day twenty years earlier. It’s not hard 
to imagine the fresh waves of grief washing over him that night. 
  In the darkness of that moment Matheson wrote this hymn. He remarked later that it 
took him five minutes and was the only hymn he ever wrote that required no editing. He 



shared when he wrote this hymn, it was as if it had been born in his soul. He wrote of 
it, “I had the impression of having it dictated to me, rather than of working it out myself.” 

  

O Love that wilt not let me go, 
I rest my weary soul in thee;  
I give thee back the life I owe, 

That in thine ocean depths its flow 
May richer, fuller be. 

  

O Cross that liftest up my head, 
I dare not ask to fly from thee; 
I lay in dust life's glory dead, 

And from the ground there blossoms red 
Life that shall endless be. 

  

“Here there is not Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, 
slave, free; but Christ is all, and in all…And above all these put on love, which binds 
everything together in perfect harmony.” It is only when begin to comprehend how much 
we are loved by a holy God that we can truly love one another. Do you love your 
brother? Do you love your sister? Then, you’ll show it…with compassion, kindness, 
humility, gentleness, patience, forgiveness and gratitude. 
  Jesus, the night before He was betrayed and went to the Cross, ordained this Table 
that we’re about to participate in. And He said these immortal words, “By this all people 
will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another” (John 13:35). 
Would they? Would a lost world know that by our, by your love, for each other? 
  Family is messy. Some of you are here today and you’re offended, angry or hurt with 
one another. You need to fix it. You need to go to that person and ask forgiveness. I 
didn’t say tell them how they offended you, though they may ask. Probably and much 
better, the Holy Spirit will take care of it. 
  Our responsibility is to love and forgive each other. Is everything right between you 
and the Lord? It’s not, if there is unresolved offense between you and your brother or 
sister? 
  Division is not just a math problem, it’s a church problem. It’s our problem. But for 
us to be all that God wants us to be, for us to please our Heavenly Father, it’s a problem 
that we need to repent of and solve by His grace. We are family! We’re to have 
unity! “By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one 
another.” 
 


