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Please turn in your phone books to page ___. This morning we’re doing a study of the theology of the phone book. 

Aren’t you glad you’re here?  

  Okay, be honest. When you’re reading your Bible you come to a genealogy in Scripture (Genesis alone has ten of 

them), doesn’t it feel a bit like you’re reading a phone book, about as exciting as doing your taxes. Today we’re studying 

the genealogy of Jesus found in Luke 3. I’m sure that some of you have been biting on the bit for us to get to this section 

of Jesus’ family tree.  

  But did you know that researching your family tree is the second most popular hobby today and is one of the fastest 

growing hobbies in the US? Maybe that’s because even in non-monarchy countries like ours, Who’s your Daddy? is an 

important question.  

  Recently, Senator Ted Cruz (picture) announced he’s running for President. One question that popped up was: Since 

Senator Cruz was born in Canada is he even eligible to run for President? That’s a concern in America. But in a country 

with a monarchy like ancient Israel, where you came from is everything. Purity of your lineage, when it came to sitting 

on the throne, of being the rightful heir of King David, was everything.  

  Genealogies clarify social roles. Kings and queens must prove their bloodline to demonstrate a rightful claim to the 

throne. Genealogies are also critical for property rights. Who’s your Daddy determined what property you owned and 

even what taxes you’d pay. They also establish boundaries between insiders and outsiders, who’s truly a Jew and who 

isn’t.  

  Under the sovereign hand of God, the Jews kept their genealogical tables with remarkable accuracy through all the 

centuries before the birth of Christ. They were so important that Jews in exile in places like Babylon sent the names of 

their children back to Jerusalem to be officially recorded. Back then, knowing someone meant knowing his family tree. 

But after the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 AD, all genealogical records were lost.  

  God had a special reason for preserving these lists until His Son should actually be born in this world of a virgin. After 

that there was no special reason to keep the records, so they were lost. Turn to Luke 3:23-38 (p. 859). 

  Preaching through a genealogy is very challenging. I hope today you’ll also see that it’s tremendously rewarding. Sadly, 

though inspired by the Spirit, Bible genealogies are essentially ignored. You’re not going to find a book on Bible 

genealogies in your local Christian bookstore.  

  76 names are listed here, 38 of which you can’t find anywhere else in Scripture. Many names we can’t even pronounce, 

dudes who sound like Klingons or Jedi Knights. Yet, there are some encouraging and wonderful choice pieces of fruit on 

Jesus’s family tree. And it all ends with an exciting Who’s your Daddy? God is! So what does the Lord have for us 

here? This is great stuff and you’re going to be glad you came today.  

 

1. Jesus’ family tree reminds us that God sees the big picture and has a plan for our children and grandchildren. 

Are you familiar with the term metanarrative? A metanarrative looks at a story and sees the bigger story. A 

metanarrative is over-arching and all-encompassing. Your story, my story – those listed in this genealogy, are narratives. 

God knows the metanarrative, the big picture from before Adam through all eternity. It’s the difference between driving 

or flying in a jet. Flying gives you the bigger perspective.  

  God sees beyond time, past this life. He’s outside of time and space, so He never grows old or weary. You and I, on the 

other hand, get caught up in the little passing events of our brief years. But God is in sovereign control of all of history 

and time. No matter how crazy, twisted or out of control this world becomes, our Father knows the beginning from the 

end. God is in control!   

  Not only that, God is faithfully working generationally. His hand is on each generation. Jesus’ genealogy demonstrates 

the faithfulness of God to every generation. As a parent, this is incredibly encouraging. It means God has a plan for my 

children and grandchildren. Long after we’re gone, He’s going to be faithfully working in their lives. 

  Sometimes we act like it’s all on us, that all spirituality ends with us. It doesn’t. God is going to fulfill His plan in our 

lives and in the succeeding generations, just as He has in past generations, without our help or supervision. Some of us 

need to stop trying to manipulate our children’s and grandchildren’s future, and instead commit them to the Lord and 

trust Him. 

  If you know you’re Bible, you know that both Matthew 1 and Luke 3 contain genealogies of Jesus. God wonderfully 

fulfills His plan in both of these genealogies of Jesus. But there’s a problem, they’re very different.  

  Luke’s genealogy starts at Jesus and goes backward to Adam. Matthew’s starts at Abraham and goes forward to Jesus. 

When the genealogies arrive at King David, they split with David’s sons: Nathan and Solomon. That’s because Luke’s 

genealogy follows the line of Mary and Matthew’s follows Joseph’s. It was customary to mention the genealogy through 



the father even though it was clearly known that it was through Mary. But both Joseph and Mary were of the royal 

Davidic line. Thus, by both His mother and adopted earthly father, Jesus is the rightful heir to the throne of Israel.  

  Luke begins with Mary. It’s veiled yet seen in, “being the son (as was supposed) of Joseph.” This is an allusion to 

Jesus’ mother and His virgin conception. Then, Luke continues backwards to Adam. Matthew though starts with 

Abraham and goes forward to Joseph. The intents of these two genealogies were very different. Matthew was written to 

the Jews, so he goes back to Abraham, the father of the Jews. Luke was written for Gentiles and the whole world, so 

Luke deals with Jesus biological genealogy. In Luke’s first three chapters he mentions Mary eleven times. It’s obvious 

this genealogy is His mother’s line, from Mary.  

  Even in our parents, grandparents and all the way back to Adam, our awesome God is in control. He knows the 

metanarrative, the big picture.  

   

2. Jesus’ family tree explains to us how we can be somebody. Do you ever feel like a nobody? That you’re life has no 

significance? I know that I do. We all feel that way sometimes. Some feel like a nobody most of the time.  

  Most of the names in Luke 3 are unfamiliar and unknown. Nearly half of them don’t appear anywhere else in the Bible. 

Yet, these were people like us, with the same kinds of desires and ambitions we have, the same joys and sorrows. They 

suffered the same things we suffer and celebrated the same things that we celebrate. Some of you, if we Google your 

name, nothing comes up. Others if we Google you, you do come up. Luke 3 is like that. Some are famous. Some have a 

few details but most are unknown.  

  Is President Obama well known? “Well, of course, he’s the President.” Okay, so who are these guys? (picture) They 

were all Presidents.  

  Millard Fillmore (picture) was the 13th President (1850-1853). His name is synonymous with trivia. Need proof? Each 

February a group called the Friends of Millard Fillmore host the annual Friends of Millard Fillmore Trivia Hunt, a 

contest celebrating obscure knowledge. 

  Martin Van Buren (picture) was the 8th President (1837-1841). Basically unknown today, he’s the first president who 

wasn’t of British descent. He was the son of a Dutch tavern owner. I wouldn’t look for him to appear on any of our 

money any time soon. 

  Chester Arthur (picture) was the 21st President (1881-1885). He was Vice President but became President after James 

Garfield was assassinated. And in his day, he did some great things. He fought for civil rights, cut back on cronyism and 

rebuffed pressures from big business. But do you know what’s he most famous for? He’s the president with the big 

moustache.  

  Most of us feel like unknowns and we are, as far as this world is concerned. So why are these people remembered in 

Luke’s genealogy? Not for who they were but for WHO they were connected with. Do you want your life to count? It’s 

not going to come through money or work or talent or fame. It comes through being connected to Jesus and living for 

Jesus.  

  John Piper wrote a short yet powerful book, Don’t Waste Your Life. Too many believers waste their lives. They’re 

connected to the wrong world. Let me encourage you to pick up a copy of Piper’s book and to also read Psalm 139. We 

don’t have time to unpack it today but Psalm 139 tells us three wonderful facts about someone connected to Jesus: God 

knows you, God made you and God has plans for you, but you first gotta be connected.  

3. Jesus’ family tree teaches us that adoption is part of God’s plan. Some of you are adopted. That’s so cool! Your 

parents didn’t just have you, they chose you. In our last study of Luke, we focused on verses 21-22, “Now when all the 

people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized and was praying, the heavens were opened, and the Holy 

Spirit descended on Him in bodily form, like a dove; and a voice came from heaven, ‘You are my beloved Son; with You I 

am well pleased’.” That’s a strong affirmation from God the Father of the deity of Jesus Christ. Jesus is fully divine. 

He’s the second person of the Trinity. But at this point, we need to be reminded that Jesus is also fully human. He’s the 

God-Man. It’s the mystery of the incarnation, that Jesus has a human nature as well as a divine nature.  

  Luke uses careful language to indicate that Jesus is not Joseph’s son. All the other names listed have a Greek article in 

front of them (it’s where we get the word “the”). But not Joseph’s. That indicates Joseph isn’t Jesus’ father. Though 

Jesus isn’t Joseph’s son biologically, He is legally because Joseph adopted Him. God used Mary to provide a physical 

body for the Savior. Because God is His Father, Jesus was born without the taint of human sin and was sinless. But Jesus 

was adopted by Joseph. That’s hugely important!  

  In that day, children were often disregarded or thrown away. Infanticide was common. Babies would be abandoned and 

left out in the elements to die. It was common for Christians, very early on, to adopt those children so that they wouldn’t 

end up dying, or become prostitutes, slaves or gladiators. If you asked one of them why they did this, they’d have 

responded, “Our God came into human history as the man Jesus Christ and He was adopted.”  



  That’s one of the most encouraging things you can tell a child who’s been adopted when they wonder: Who’s my 

family? Why didn’t my parents want me? Where did my father, my mother go? And then you can tell them, “You’re like 

Jesus. His Mom was a single mother. He didn’t have an earthly father so she married a man named Joseph who adopted 

Him.” Christians who adopt children get to tell the story of the gospel to their own children.  

  And if you’re a believer, it’s your story. “But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of 

woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. And 

because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, crying, ‘Abba! Father!’ So you are no longer a 

slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir through God” (Galatians 4:4-7).  

 

4. Jesus’ family tree reminds us that everyone’s family is a messed up family. Is your family dysfunctional? There 

are so many different ideas, emotions, memories that come to mind when we hear that word. Maybe after you grew up, 

your family was so messed up, you moved far away as soon as you could. Some of you are living with a mess right now. 

Maybe you don’t even realize it. Sometimes it takes an outsider to give us some perspective. Maybe you didn’t realize 

your family wasn’t as normal as you thought it was until you got married and introduced someone new to it. Your 

spouse may have started asking simple questions, like “Why does your family do that?”  

  You know what this family tree tells us? We’re all dysfunctional. None of us are normal and we won’t be on this side 

of eternity. I saw this recently on Facebook. I loved it so much that I shared it with my nephew (picture): I sent that 

Ancestry site some information about my family. They sent me back a bag of seeds and a note suggesting that I start 

over.  

  In the new birth, we’re starting over. All these individuals were sinners. It’s nice to think our ancestors were noble and 

good, or that they did something heroic. That’s one of the reasons people study family trees. But whether they were 

heroic or not, all those who came before us are as deeply flawed as we are. Terah was an idolater; Abraham was a 

bigamist and a liar who gave his wife away twice; Jacob was a cheater and a thief; Judah had a child with a prostitute; 

Noah was a drunk; David was an adulterer and a murderer. This isn’t a fairy tale about a great family. It’s like the 

Kennedys or the British royal family – one huge mess. Though God loved and pursued the nation of Israel, they were as 

evil as the pagans around them.  

  Often as Christians, we smile and pretend our lives and families are perfect. We fake it. “How are you?” “Great!” 

We’re the Christians. Can’t you see my t-shirt? Did you see our bumper stickers? We go to church every Sunday. We 

pray before every meal, even when we’re in public. We’re the good people. And we become very surface oriented and 

inauthentic.  

  In Jesus’ family tree, there are a myriad of evil individuals who’d have been nothing but for God’s grace. Apart from 

God working in our lives and families, there are no righteous people. Self-righteous, yes, but not truly righteous apart 

from His grace. That’s why there’s no place for looking down on someone or their sin in the Church. We all have 

skeletons, they’re just different skeletons, not better ones.  

  And that gives us hope! God used Noah to save the world. Abraham was the father of the faithful. David was the man 

after God’s own heart. It doesn’t matter how bad you are or your family is. When we turn our lives over to God, He can 

take trash and make a treasure. That’s the gospel. It’s the good news that Jesus is willing to get deeply involved in very 

wicked family trees and work in great grace to redeem them and transform them.  

  Is your family a disaster? Then, it’s a perfect fit for God’s grace and Christianity. With Jesus there’s always hope for 

even the worst family. Luke’s genealogy is about God’s faithfulness, generation to generation, to an undeserving people. 

It’s all of grace.   

 

5. Jesus’ family tree reminds us that God always keeps His promises. Have you ever broken a promise? We all have. 

It may not have been intentional, but nearly every parent has broken a promise to their child.  

  Breaking promises have serious consequences. Children have great memories about what we say we will and won’t 

do. To us, they’re just words, “We’ll get ice cream after school on Friday.” But when Friday rolls around, we either 

forget our promise or don’t feel like following through.  If we don’t keep our promises to our children, we do more than 

let them down for that moment, we sow seeds of distrust and begin to teach them not to trust us. After all, if your child 

can’t trust you in the little promises, how will they trust you in the big ones? 

  Add to that, we disappoint them. No child’s life is disappointment-free, but we can minimize some disappointments by 

keeping our word. We make them feel unimportant. And your child will notice if you keep your word to others, but not 

to them. When you keep your promises to your children, you’re saying: You are very important to me. That’s what God 

is reminding us of in this genealogy: We are very important to God. 



  Some of the more familiar names in this genealogy remind us that God always keeps His promises. This genealogy is 

permeated with what we call covenant. It reveals God’s covenant faithfulness, generation to generation, to an 

undeserving and often ill-deserving people.  

  It’s very important for us to understand that some covenants are conditional. God says that “if you do this, then I will 

do this.” The Ten Commandments is an example of a conditional covenant.  

  Wonderfully, many of these covenants are unconditional. It was all on God. The Old Testament uses the word hesed for 

God’s covenant faithfulness. It’s His loving devotion. It’s often translated love, or loving kindness and mercy. As we 

study the history of the nation of Israel, we discover that hesed is God’s loving-kindness, the consistent, ever-faithful, 

relentless, constantly pursuing, lavish, extravagant, unrestrained, one-way love of God.  

  If you’ve got a child who’s a young reader, one of the best Bibles is The Jesus Storybook Bible by Sally Lloyd-Jones. 

Jane and I had the chance to hear her speak at a conference recently. The illustrations are great, every story is about 

Jesus. It’s fantastic. One of the common themes that echoes throughout the stories is God’s covenant love, His hesed. 

Here’s what The Jesus Storybook Bible describes as the covenant love of God: “God loves us with a never stopping, 

never giving up, unbreaking, always and forever love.” Isn’t that great?  

  That’s Luke 3. God loves these people with a never stopping, never giving up, unbreaking, always and forever love 

from one generation to the next. We could do a message just on covenant today. In fact, we could do a message on each 

unconditional covenant alluded to in Jesus’ genealogy.  

  This is such exciting material, I’d encourage you to check it out for yourself. The Internet can be a dangerous place for 

Bible study, but on the bottom of your insert you’ll find a great website for a study of covenant or really any Bible 

question, Bible.org. We only have time to touch on some of the key unconditional ones here.  

  The Davidic Covenant. In verse 31 you’ll find King David. God promised David that one of his descendants would sit 

on his throne. That unconditional covenant is in 2 Samuel 7:4-17 and 1 Chronicles 17:4-15. Jesus is the fulfillment of 

that promise and someday King Jesus is coming back to reign.  

  The Abrahamic Covenant. Verse 34 mentions Abraham. You’ll find this covenant in Genesis 12:1-3; 15:1-7. God 

promised the land to Abraham and that his descendants would be a great nation. Ultimately, through Abraham and his 

descendant, Jesus, all the families of the earth were to be blessed.  

  The Noahic Covenant. Verse 36 mentions Noah. In Genesis 9:8-17 God promised Noah after the universal flood that 

destroyed the world that He’d never again send a flood to destroy the earth as an act of His divine judgment for sin. 

Interestingly, the rainbow is the sign of the Noahic Covenant. It’s ironic that the Gay Community has chosen the rainbow 

as their symbol, a symbol of God’s covenant to withhold judgement, yet, one of the sins that brought God’s judgment 

and the flood was sexual sin.  

  The Adamic Covenant. Verse 38 goes back to Adam. The Adamic Covenant is found in Genesis 3:15-19. As the result 

of Adam’s sin, the following curses were pronounced: enmity between Satan and Eve and her descendants; painful 

childbirth; marital strife; the cursing of the soil as thorns and thistles are introduced; and death is an inescapable fate of 

all living things. But there’s hope. Although these curses are severe and inescapable, a wonderful promise of grace was 

also included in the Adamic Covenant in Genesis 3:15. It’s often referred to as the “Proto-Gospel” or “First Gospel,” as 

the Savior is promised. The “seed” of the woman who would crush the Serpent’s head is none other than Jesus Christ. 

Even in the midst of the curse, God’s gracious provision of salvation shines through. 

  The New Covenant. Verse 38, “the son of Enos, the son of Seth, the son of Adam, the son of God.” The central point of 

this genealogy is that it terminates with God. Matthew focuses on Jesus being the Messiah and King of Israel by tracing 

His genealogy back through David to Abraham. Luke has a different purpose. He wants to show that Jesus is the unique 

Son of Man and Son of God. He’s the Savior of all people. So he traces Jesus’ genealogy all the way back to Adam who 

was directly created by God, “son of God.”  

  Evolution doesn’t line up with Scripture. Not only does this argue for a literal Adam, it links Jesus with all humanity. It 

reveals that Jesus is not just the Savior of the Jews, but the Savior of any son of Adam or daughter of Eve who will 

repent and turn to Him.  

  There’s a reason why Luke waited until this point, between the baptism and temptation of Jesus, to insert this 

genealogy. By calling Adam the son of God, Luke doesn’t mean for us to see Jesus as the Son of God in the same way. 

Instead, Luke wants us to see a critical contrast. The first Adam was to reflect God’s image but failed miserably and 

yielded to temptation, plunging the human race into sin and death. Jesus, the second Adam, goes nose to nose with the 

snake and triumphs over Satan’s temptation, as we’ll see next Sunday (Luke 4:1-13). Through His sacrificial death on 

the cross, He alone offers salvation from the curse of sin and death brought about by the first Adam. Luke’s point is that 

Jesus, as the second Adam, is the only qualified Savior of the human race.  
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6. Jesus’ family tree reminds us that apart from Christ, we are all under Adam’s curse. One woman shared about 

driving with her two young boys to a funeral. She related, “I tried to prepare them by talking about burial and what we 

believe happens after death. The boys behaved well during the service. But at the gravesite, I discovered my explanations 

weren’t as thorough as I’d thought. In a loud voice, my 4 year old asked, “Mom?” She whispered back: “Yes.” And in a 

voice filled with curiosity he asked, “What’s in the box?” We all know what’s in the box.  

  Luke’s genealogy reminds us that because they all sinned, they all died (except for Enoch, Genesis 5:24). None are 

alive. All lived just a short time on the earth. One day they were young, full of life, dreaming about the future; but almost 

before they knew it, they were old and tired, longing for the good old days. Eventually, even that grand old man 

Methuselah, who lived to be 969, had to be buried. The price of sin is always the same – death.   

  Thus, there’s something tragic about a genealogy like this one. Like the rose on a thorn bush, each new generation 

flowers in beauty, but in the end it always withers and dies. What frail and dying creatures we all are. We, too, are 

passing away and will soon be gone.  

  That’s what it means to be a human being and we need to face it. We’re born, we live, we sin and because we sin, we 

die. But we don’t have to die without hope. Because Jesus is in this genealogy, from the very beginning, God has 

promised to this long and fallen line of sinners a Savior.  

 

Conclusion: I have a nephew, Taylor Carson, who’s a very gifted musician. Taylor has recorded several albums. A few 

years ago he did an album about our family called, Defending the Name. One song is about my grandfather who was a 

moonshiner. Another is about his Mom who was bipolar. There are some embarrassing songs on it. I was just very glad 

that he didn’t write any songs about me.  

  Most of us have some relatives who cause us to blush. Because we’re all sinners, the truth is that we all cause our 

relatives to blush a little. That’s why all need the grace of God. Jesus’ genealogy powerfully shows God’s grace.  

  How? Simple. It shows the grace of God because people like this made up Jesus’ family tree. Every one of them was a 

sinner, some were notorious sinners. So why include people like that? I think there are two answers:  

  a. The line of Jesus sends a message to self-righteous people. Luke is saying to them, “You think you deserve eternal 

life because you’re righteous.  Consider the family tree of the Messiah.” What a shock to your religious system to read 

this genealogy because of the liars, murderers, thieves, adulterers and harlots. It’s not a pretty picture. It’s not a cleaned 

up family tree. It’s a stinging rebuke to self-righteousness. It means that Jesus was born into a sinful family. He came 

from a long line of sinners, just like us.  

  b. The line of Jesus richly displays God’s grace. If your family tree has so many unseemly characters, then you can’t 

exactly boast of your heritage. Your ancestors may have come over on the Mayflower, but spiritually, they’re a sinking 

ship. They were all sinners.  

  So can a prostitute go to heaven? Yes or no? Can an adulterer go to heaven? Can a murderer go to heaven? Can a liar 

go to heaven? You’d better say yes, because Abraham and David are both in heaven. Abraham was a cowardly liar and 

David was an adulterer and a murderer. But they repented of their wickedness, and after they turned to God with grief, 

they walked humbly with God for the rest of their days.  

  The hero of this story isn’t in the family tree. The hero is God. His grace shines through the blackest of human sin as He 

forgives flawed men and women who come to Him in grace and places them in Jesus’ family tree. 

  We all have rotten apples in our family trees. We’re one of them. Some in our families are violent, adulterers, liars, 

murderers, some evil in bizarre ways. Jesus understands. He came from a disreputable family. His family tree was 

littered with sinners. He knows all about a dysfunctional family.  

  The best news is that no matter what your past is, Jesus can save you today and give you a great future. Any murderers 

here? Adulterers? Liars? Angry people? Gossips? Hypocrites? I have good news for you. No matter what you’ve done in 

the past, you’re redeemable. Jesus can save you. No matter what your past looks like, or present feels like, no matter 

where you’ve been or done, God can give you a fresh start by giving you a new heart.   

  Aren’t you glad to know somebody else also comes from a broken family – the most wonderful Man who ever lived? 

There’s a lot of dysfunction in Jesus’ family tree. There’s a lot of brokenness and a lot of pain. He knows exactly what 

you’re going through.  

  This list of unknown names may be one of the greatest sections on the grace of God in all the Bible. In these forgotten 

names from the past God turns the spotlight of His holy grace to fallen men and women. Through their lives, we see 

what the grace of God can do. That’s the gospel! That’s the good news! Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners. 

His name was called Jesus, for He shall save His people from their sins. He didn’t come to make you religious, He came 

to save you from trusting in religion. 



  As strange as it may seem, the worse you are, the better a candidate you are for the grace of God. He came to do for you 

what you could never do for yourself. The same grace that many in Jesus’ family tree knew is available for you. Many of 

them turned from their sin to the Lord and became part of God’s forever family. 

   To be forgiven, we must acknowledge that like Adam, as his sons and daughters, we’re sinners. Like Noah, we must 

receive and respond to the grace of God given us in Jesus. We must like Abraham respond to God by faith, trusting in the 

person and work of Jesus. And we must receive Jesus as David did, as our King of Kings and Lord of lords.  

  When we do that, what happens is that though we’re born in Adam, we’re born again in Jesus Christ, and our names are 

actually added into the family line of Jesus. It’s called the Lamb’s Book of Life. Upon our death and presence before 

Jesus, that Book of Life (Revelation 3:5; 20:15) will be opened and the list of names will be read as this list of names has 

been read.  

  If you’ve received grace from and have faith in Jesus as your Savior and King, it won’t just be a boring list of names. 

Your name will be there.  

  And as we share the gospel and our family and friends also come to Christ, it will be their names there, as those who 

have been adopted into the family of God through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. My friend, if you’re not part of 

Jesus’ family tree, you can be today. But you must first come to Jesus’ other tree, you must come to the cross. Admit 

you’re a sinner and commit your life to Christ, trusting Him as your Lord and Savior.  

  Who’s your Daddy? It all depends on your family tree. Do some research based on God’s Word. Are you part of 

Jesus’ family tree? If Jesus is your Savior, then God is your Father.  

  But if He’s not your Father, if today you’ll repent of your sins and come to the cross, He will be and you’ll get a whole 

new family tree. “But to all who did receive Him, who believed in His name, He gave the right to become children of 

God” (John 1:12).  

 

 


