
God in the hands of angry sinners                                         Luke 4:14-30 Luke: Finding Jesus                                                                          

Sermon 16 

 

 Have you ever heard a sermon that ticked you off? It really made you mad? Most of us have. I have. Can you remember 

how it felt? What did you do? Talk to the preacher who preached it? Others who were there? Maybe you went home and 

quietly fumed. Not only have I heard a sermon that made me mad. I’ve preached a few that made people mad. I know, I 

find that pretty unbelievable too. In fact, one Mother’s Day, I really ticked off a couple of people. I don’t even remember 

what I preached. I do remember that it was a Mother’s Day sermon. Later, I learned they were pretty hot about what I 

said. 

  So I was thinking, since it’s Mother’s Day and in honor of David Letterman’s retirement, let me share the Top Ten 

Sermons to NEVER preach on Mother’s Day. (Slides, one at a time like the Letterman show) 

10. When your mother in-law is a Jezebel… 

9. Why your husband says you’re NOT a Proverbs 31 woman? 

8. Rahab: When it’s okay to stay at a hooker’s house. 

7. Job’s Wife: How not to stand by your man. 

6. Thanks a lot Eve!  

5. The idolatry of Mother’s Day 

4. The lion, the witch and your mother in-law 

3. Why Father’s Day is better than Mother's Day 

2. Deborah, just another woman wearing the pants 

1. The best verse in the Bible: Women, be silent! 

  Any preacher who ticks his congregation off, particularly if he’s biblical and honestly handling God’s Word, is in good 

company. Jesus ticked off His congregation. Turn to Luke 4:14-30 (p. 859). They became so angry at Jesus, they wanted 

to kill Him. Perhaps the most famous sermon ever preached in America was the one Jonathan Edwards delivered entitled 

"Sinners in the hands of an Angry God." But this is God in the hands of angry sinners’.   

  Last Sunday we worked through the first half of this passage (verses 14-21). We focused on the fact that God’s top 

priority for the church is preaching. God’s plan is first to minister to our greatest needs, our spiritual needs – spiritual 

poverty, spiritual slavery, spiritual blindness. It’s all foundational.   

  Jesus concludes His sermon by saying, “Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” It’s the invitation. 

He’s telling them, “I’m the Messiah. I’m the One you’ve been waiting for. Now you need to make a decision. Will you 

believe that? Will you accept me and trust me as your Lord and your God?” 2,000 years later, Jesus is asking us the same 

thing.  

  When we meet Jesus, He always calls us to make a decision. There is no middle ground. It’s all or nothing. The 

response that day in the synagogue in Nazareth is very similar to the response to Jesus’ invitation on the part of most 

today. He’s also telling us that the opportunity for salvation is now.  

  You’ve no doubt seen friends or family respond to Jesus this way. Maybe this is the way you’ve been responding to 

Jesus. Jesus always calls us to choose. As we look at the response portion of this passage, we want to focus the 

congregation’s response because people still respond the same way. You may be responding this way. It’s not what we’d 

expect. That’s because… 

 

1. God’s truth is often initially accepted. This past week Carly Fiorina, (former Hewlett-Packard CEO) (picture), Dr. 

Ben Carson, (famous neurosurgeon) (picture) and Mike Huckabee (former governor of Arkansas) (picture) all 

announced their candidacy for the Republican nomination for President. For the most part, they were well received. But 

that’s the initial reaction. We know in a few weeks or months, the gloves are coming off. Like anyone running for 

President, they’ll face intense scrutiny, even a visceral rejection by many.  

  The first part of verse 22 says, “And all spoke well of Him and marveled at the gracious words that were coming from 

His mouth.” At first they’re caught up in the moment. This is the hometown boy. He’s a carpenter. They never expected 

this out of Him. They had no idea that He knew His Bible and could communicate it. They’re astounded. It’s similar to 

the initial response in the parable of the Sower.  

  Remember the movie, The Blind Side? (picture) It’s the true story of a homeless black teen, Michael Oher, who’s huge. 

His nickname is “Big Mike.” Everyone is thrilled when he joins the football team at a small Christian school because 

he’s so big. That’s the initial response to Jesus’ sermon. It’s the way people respond when a young person they knew 

shows proficiency on a musical instrument or has a great voice or athletic ability. But Big Mike is rejected at first 

because he’s too nice of a football player.  



  When the gospel is preached, when you and I share the gospel, there is often initially a positive response. That’s how 

unbelievers initially respond to “the gracious words.” A believer should be a gracious, kind person. There’s a positive 

response to that, just like there was for Jesus…at least at first. But Dorothy was wrong, you can’t go home again.  

 

2. God’s truth often brings about a visceral response. At first the response is similar to the church lady (picture). 

“Well, isn’t that special?”  

  But that’s as far as it went. They’d known Jesus as a boy. He was the sweet teen, helping out His Dad in the carpenter 

shop. “And they said, ‘Is not this Joseph's son?’” (vs. 22a). They admired His words, but were totally unaffected and 

unmoved by their meaning. They certainly didn’t see themselves as any of the metaphors (poor, blind, or captives) but 

they were. Admiration quickly degenerates into cynicism.  

  One of the tragedies here is that the synagogue was to be a place to worship God, to have God’s truth shared and taught. 

But it had degenerated like much of the church today, where it was little more than a weekly religious experience. It 

became a place to talk about God, yet never know God. They were very comfortable with God as an icon or as the God 

of history. They wanted nothing to do with the God of the present or the future. They’d never ask, “Lord, what are you 

telling me today?”  

  It’s empty ritualism. You went because you’re supposed to. But there’s no thought of actually meeting with God or 

having Him work in your life. These synagogue attendees were very religious but they were religious unbelievers.  

  Most of the world is religious. America is a religious country. You can go to church and be religious. Maybe you’ve 

been told, “You’re so religious.” Most of us are religious people or we wouldn’t be here today, in a church listening to a 

sermon. Being religious doesn’t guarantee you’ll accept Christ as your Savior. If anything, it increases the danger you’ll 

reject Him because you reason that because you’re religious, you’re all set. Religion sends more people to Hell than 

brazen unbelief. That’s because…  

  a. Religiosity cynically questions: Who do you think you are? Familiarity breeds contempt. Do you know what an 

expert is? A guy from out of town.  

  They couldn’t reconcile that this was the hometown boy, “Is not this Joseph's son?” Maybe you’re sitting here today 

like this and for you, Jesus is just a man. You’re cool with that. He’s a good man, great teacher, religious leader. But 

Jesus never gives us that option. He’s God, the God-Man. By announcing He’s the fulfillment of Isaiah, He’s claiming to 

be the Messiah. They’re so focused on Jesus’ humanity, they miss His deity.  

  It’s not enough to think nice thoughts about Jesus or speak well of Him. He demands a more definite response. If all we 

do is admire Jesus, we dishonor and reject Him. He requires our worship because He is God. He requires our submission 

and service because He is Lord. He requires and deserves nothing less than all of our obedience, all of our worship and 

all of our service.  

  This is one of the grave dangers of being in the church too long, or growing up in the church. We have young people 

who are on this slippery slope. We get so familiar with Jesus, too familiar. We’re never wrong in thinking too highly of 

Jesus; we’re often guilty of not thinking of Him highly enough.  

  b. Religiosity cynically demands proof: Why don’t you prove who you are? And He said to them, ‘Doubtless you will 

quote to me this proverb, “Physician, heal yourself.” What we have heard You did at Capernaum, do here in your 

hometown as well’” (vs. 23). One of the attributes of God is that He is omniscient. That means that He knows 

everything. Because He’s God, because of His deity, Jesus knows what they’re thinking. It also indicates that like Isaiah, 

who He’d just read, Jesus, too, is a prophet.  

  What they’re demanding is that Jesus prove His claims. They’re part of the “I won’t believe it until I see it” club. “If 

you’re really the Messiah, we want you to do some miracles like you’ve been doing at nearby Capernaum.”  

  It wasn’t because of a lack of evidence, it was a lack of faith. There will never be enough miracles to satisfy skeptics. 

Those who crucified Jesus saw many miracles but they chose to not believe. No amount of miracles, no amount of 

evidence will convince someone with a hard heart, someone who’s chosen not to believe. Their problem isn’t 

intellectual, it’s volitional. It’s not a problem with their mind, but with their will. 

  God isn’t putting on a circus. He doesn’t do miracles for skeptics. Sadly, some are sitting here today who will never 

believe until it’s too late and you’re standing before King Jesus at the judgement, because you’ve chosen not to believe. 

Yet, most of you have seen a miracle, though you may deny it in your heart. It’s very likely you’re here this morning 

because you know a believer, so you’ve seen the miracle of a changed life. They aren’t perfect. That’s not what I’m 

saying, but you may very well have seen the change in their heart and life – and yet you still stubbornly choose to not 

believe.  

  Such skeptics are like famed philosopher Bertrand Russell (picture), who told the Voltaire Society what he’d say if he 

met God face to face. Bertrand Russell was an agnostic – someone who isn’t sure if there’s a God or not. So what would 

he say if he ended up meeting God at the final judgment, “Not enough evidence, Lord. Not enough evidence!” Bertrand 



Russell was the kind of man who had to see it before he’d believe it. He wasn’t willing to take God at His word. Are 

you? It’s amazing too how many things that we do accept on faith. No one questions Abraham Lincoln’s existence but 

they’ve never met him. We believe in atoms but we’ve never seen one. They chose to never believe…how about you?  

  No doubt too, this is one of the reasons why many Christians have trouble persuading their own family members to 

accept Jesus Christ. Like Jesus, they speak to their families with a prophetic voice, exposing their sin and warning them 

about the coming judgement. While it’s true that sometimes God calls us to this type of ministry, we need to remember 

that prophets are without honor, especially at home. Often though we’ll find that it’s better to embrace our families with 

the love that we’ve found in Christ, taking the role of a caring servant rather than a confronting prophet.  

  c. Religiosity arrogantly succumbs to bigotry: How dare you say that to us? “But in truth, I tell you, there were many 

widows in Israel in the days of Elijah, when the heavens were shut up three years and six months, and a great famine 

came over all the land, and Elijah was sent to none of them but only to Zarephath, in the land of Sidon, to a woman who 

was a widow. And there were many lepers in Israel in the time of the prophet Elisha, and none of them was cleansed, but 

only Naaman the Syrian” (vss. 24-27). Suddenly there are no more “Amens!” His words are met with shocked, stony 

silence. Anger is growing. Proving His point about prophets without honor, Jesus uses examples of two of their heroes, 

two of the greatest Old Testament prophets: Elijah and Elisha.  

  What could a preacher say that would tick you off enough so that you’re ready to pull out your concealed carry and take 

him out? It’s hard to find an illustration in our culture that compares to what Jesus is saying here. It might be like a 

pastor in the States skipping out on needs here, yet finding a widow who’s starving in North Korea and he ministers to 

her and neglects any ministry here in the States. One of the commanders of ISIS is Tarkhan Tayumurazovich 

Batirashvili (picture). The example of Elisha would be like neglecting those in our own armed forces and giving medical 

attention to this cruel terrorist. Outsiders were being blessed and insiders were being left out.  

  These stories Jesus tells weren’t ones the Jews wanted to be reminded of. They weren’t exactly seeker friendly and his 

audience begins to squirm. They started shuffling in place. Heat begins rising as their faces turn crimson. While these 

stories incensed them, they should make us say “Hallelujah!” Let me share them with you and what better day to share 

the story of God’s mercy on a poor widow than on Mother’s Day.  

  The widow at Zarephath. If you’re unfamiliar with these accounts, take some time to read them later. The first is from 

1 Kings 17. Israel has rebelled against God. They’re worshipping idols, Baal. What that entailed is worse than our minds 

can imagine. Like a father who punishes his children, God judges His people to get them to repent and turn back to Him.  

  God had His prophet, Elijah, prophetically curse the land. It’s not going to rain for three and a half years. California has 

never seen such a drought. But Elijah is having to hide out from the diabolical duo who are governing Israel, King Ahab 

and Queen Jezebel.  

  Each day it didn’t rain, the land got drier and drier. So God tells Elijah to go to Zarephath. The very place that evil 

Queen Jezebel was from to a widow who’s starving there. A widow in that day was the bottom of the bottom. She’s got 

nothing going for her. She and her son are down to their last meal. God has a sense of humor. The one place Jezebel 

would never look for Elijah was from the very area she was from.  

  God often provides for His people in miraculous ways. The widow in Zarephath most likely worshiped Baal, not the 

One True God. It might seem strange that God was going to use a woman who didn’t even believe in Him to feed His 

servant.  

  Elijah trusts God and hikes to Zarephath some 100 miles away. When he arrived, he sees a woman gathering sticks for 

a fire and asks her, “Could you bring me some water in a jar that I may have something to drink?” The woman turned to 

go and get him some water.  

  As she was going to get his water, he asked her if she would bring him some bread to eat. She told Elijah, “I don’t have 

bread, only a handful of flour in a bin, and a little oil in a jar. I’m gathering a couple of sticks that I may go in and 

prepare it for myself and my son, that we may eat it and die.” And Elijah told her, “Don’t be afraid, go home and bake a 

small cake of bread for me first. Then bake some bread for your son and for yourself.” Then he told her that God had told 

him that her bin of flour wouldn’t be used up and her oil wouldn’t run out until God sent rain again.  

  And though she and her son are on the brink of starvation, she trusts God. She went back to her house and did exactly 

what Elijah told her to do and God kept His promise. He kept her oil and flour from running out. Can you imagine how 

excited she was when she took the bread and gave Elijah some to eat and told him how there was still flour and oil left? 

Elijah stayed with the widow and her son that night. The next day when the widow went to prepare the bread, she still 

has ingredients left over from when she’d made the bread. Each time she prepares bread, she always has more flour and 

oil. It’s an amazing miracle! God’s power caused her to have a never-ending supply of flour and oil! But God completely 

bypasses thousands of widows in Israel to show mercy to a Baal worshiping, Gentile widow.  

  What’s the point? If these Jews in Nazareth thought God owed them something, think again. God didn’t owe them or 

any of us anything. It’s all God’s mercy and grace.  



  Namaan, the pagan general. Jesus’ second sermon illustration is in 2 Kings 5. Naaman was the commander of Syria’s 

army. He’s a powerful military man, but he had leprosy. It’s a horrible disease. He owns a Jewish slave girl who 

suggested he go to Elisha the Prophet to be healed. Naaman left for Israel, taking a large gift with him and a letter from 

Ben-hadad, the king of Syria, asking the king of Israel to heal Naaman.  

  When he arrives, the King of Israel panics. He couldn’t heal leprosy. The king of Israel thought Ben-hadad is trying to 

pick a fight. But when Elisha heard of the king’s distress, he sent a message to the king, saying, “Why have you torn 

your clothes? Let Namaan come to me, so that he’ll know that God is the one true God and there’s a prophet in Israel.” 

So Naaman goes to Elisha’s house with his chariots, gifts, and servants and Elisha didn’t even come out to greet 

Naaman. Instead, he sent a message to him to go wash in the Jordan River seven times to be healed.  

  Namaan is incensed. Elisha snubs him and tells him to go wash in a dirty river. But his servants talk him in to 

reconsidering. Naaman does it and God miraculously heals him. God healed a pagan Syrian who been killing Jews or 

taking them captive. In fact, Naaman tried to pay Elisha for healing him and Elisha turns him down.  

  Now the synagogue congregation is incensed. How dare Jesus remind them that God cared for Gentiles more than 

Jews! They were fine as long as God took care of good, moral religious people like themselves, but it’s wrong for God to 

take care of pagans. Yet, the widow of Zarephath and Naaman were the kind of people Jesus came to save: the spiritual 

poor, captives, blind and oppressed. They’re angry because they didn’t think they were spiritually poor, but they were. 

  That’s why the gospel ticks off religious people. They consider themselves spiritually rich. They’re good people. 

They’re proud. They may admit they sin but they’re not really that bad. They’re not as bad as some pagan. They don’t 

need anyone to save them. They don’t need God’s mercy and grace. Yet, their pride and self-righteousness condemns 

them to hell. James 4:6 says, “God opposes the proud, but gives grace to the humble.” 

  d. The rejection of the religious usually ends in wrath: We’ll show you who we are! “When they heard these things, 

all in the synagogue were filled with wrath. And they rose up and drove Him out of the town and brought Him to the 

brow of the hill on which their town was built, so that they could throw Him down the cliff. ” (vss. 28-29). They’re so 

angry that they’re ready to kill Jesus! They didn’t even wait for the benediction. They literally pushed Jesus out of the 

synagogue and tried to kill Him.  

  Augustine said, “They love truth when it enlightens them, but hate it when it accuses them.” That applies to most 

church goers today. They want gracious words, to have their ears tickled and told they’re good people, and that God is 

lucky to have such wonderful people. But we’re not good people.  

  Jesus insults their ethnic pride. They’re the Jews, God’s chosen people. He insulted their spiritual pride. People don’t 

want to admit how needy they are. When Jesus attacked their self-sufficiency, they’re ready to kill Him. They didn’t 

want to hear that the gospel was for the spiritually poor, captives, blind or the oppressed. They didn’t believe they were 

any of those things. They were good, religious people. But they weren’t and neither are we.  

 

3. God is always in control even when it appears that He is not in control. “But passing through their midst, He went 

away” (vs. 30). Jesus was done. He doesn’t rebuke or condemn them. He didn’t do a big miracle. He simply walked 

through the mob. They thought that it was their church, that they’re in the driver’s seat but they weren’t.  

  As far as it’s known, Jesus never returned to Nazareth. Rejection can be final and for Nazareth, Jesus’ hometown, 

apparently, it was.  

 

Conclusion: Jesus doesn’t sugar coat the message. If anything we’d say He used shock therapy. We dare not sugar coat 

God’s truth, even though it’s Mother’s Day. There’s too much at stake. The truth is that you could be mother of the year, 

but that won’t get you into heaven.  

  The main thing that keeps moral religious, those who consider themselves good people from accepting Jesus as their 

Savior is pride. It hinders them from seeing their true condition in God’s sight, as undeserving sinners.  

  If you grew up in the church or if you’ve been in the church for years, it’s easy to grow so familiar with spiritual truth 

that you don’t let it affect your heart. You begin thinking, “Repentance is something a non-Christian needs, but me? I’m 

a pretty good person!” Salvation, the tender mercies of our God—ho hum!” Before you know it, you’re a kindred spirit 

with that congregation in Nazareth. But the great news is that when God opens your eyes to see your true condition 

before Him as an undeserving sinner, it’s the first step toward receiving His good news. If you know that you’re destitute 

and someone offers you a million dollars as a free gift, that’s good news! If you know that you’re spiritually destitute, 

and God offers freely to forgive all your sins through Jesus Christ, that’s the greatest news in the whole world! 

  In one of this books, Dr. D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones who pastored for many years in London, discusses the difference 

between true salvation in Christ and mere religiosity and morality. He points out that the merely “good person” likes to 

boast about his morality, while the Christian knows how sinful he is and that he must depend wholly on God’s grace. He 



doesn’t boast and he doesn’t try to defend himself before God. “His mouth has been stopped, wrote Dr. Lloyd-Jones; and 

then he added, “Has your mouth ever been stopped?”  

  A very religious man, a leader in his faith, was browsing in the “Religion” section of the library and happened to pull 

Dr. Lloyd-Jones’s book off the shelf and began to read it casually. He got to that penetrating question: “Has your mouth 

ever been stopped?” and it struck him with such force that he said in response, “Why, no, my mouth has never been 

stopped!” The more that he pondered the matter, the more that he realized that he was depending on his own self-

righteousness and not on God’s grace. Before he put the book back on the shelf, he confessed to God that he was a 

sinner, that he wasn’t good enough to get into heaven on his own, and that he needed the Savior. God met him in the 

library that day and his life was transformed.  

  So I’d ask you that same question: “Has your mouth ever been stopped?”  

  Jesus ticked off the congregation in His hometown because he told them to shut their mouths about being good or 

religious or moral. He taught that good people can’t go to heaven because their pride keeps them from admitting their 

need for a Savior. The only ones who go to heaven are those like that widow in Zarephath and General Naaman who see 

their sinfulness before a holy God and cry out to Him for mercy.  

  What will you say when you stand before God? Are you hoping to get into heaven because you’re religious, or a good 

person? Jesus didn’t call “the righteous”! Is your hope in God’s grace toward sinners through Jesus Christ? Then, you’re 

in! 

  Do you want to come to Jesus today? Then, my friend, admit that you’re spiritually poor, you’re spiritually destitute.  

  You may want to express your trust in Christ in a prayer to God. A suggested prayer is, “Heavenly Father, I 

acknowledge my sin, rebellion, and self-centeredness to you. I rightly deserve your holy judgment. But I put my trust in 

your Son, Jesus, and His death on the cross, as the just payment for my sins. Thank you for giving me eternal life 

according to your promise.” Until we admit we’re spiritually poor, Jesus can never rescue us, forgive us so that we can 

go to heaven.   

 


