
One morning an Episcopal priest was having a cup of coffee in the restaurant across 
the street from his church. He was reading the newspaper when the fellow next to him 
noticed his clerical garb and asked what church he was with. The priest pointed across 
the street at the Episcopal Church and the man said “Why that's the church I go to 
myself.” At this the minister perked up and said, “That's strange. I've been preaching 
there for five years and I don't believe that I've ever seen you.” The man responded, 
“Come on now, preacher. I didn't say that I was a fanatic.” 
  One of the great insults today is to call someone a “religious fanatic.” You can be a 
fan, but don’t be a fanatic. No one wants to be some religious nut job or a 
fanatic. (picture – 1, 2) Of course, if you’re a fan, that’s just normal, totally 
sane. (picture – 1, 2, 3). In our world it’s okay to be a fanatic about anything, except 
Jesus Christ. Don’t go overboard! 
  The Bible teaches that being a Christian means Going Overboard. It means from a 
lost world’s perspective, being a fanatic. Jesus told us, as His followers, “to take up our 
cross.” That’s a one way trip. It demands Going Overboard. It’s an all or nothing 
commitment. 
  That’s what Jesus has called us to. It’s what we find in our text in Luke 5. It’s not just 
for a faithful few, it’s the normal Christian life. Turn in your Bible to Luke 5:1-11 (p. 860). 
  Being a Christ-follower demands a willingness to leave all to follow Him. It means 
diving in. All of us are committed to something. Some of you are committed to your job 
or your family or some hobby or sport. But all that’s temporal world stuff. Nothing in this 
transitional world ultimately satisfies without Going Overboard for the Lord Jesus. 
  Do you know what my problem is? I’m a toe dipper. It’s nearly summer and the 
swimming season. Jane will tell you that I’ll stick my big toe in the water, then up to my 
ankles, maybe up to my knees. But I know that I need to just dive in, that the water is 
not really refreshing until I dive all the way in.  
  Many of you today are “toe dipper” Christians. Jesus is like an application on your 
phone. You open it up when you need it, then you shut it down, and get on to other 
things. Jesus did not come to be just another program in your life, another icon on your 
computer. With Him it’s all our nothing. What we see with Peter in Luke 5 is something 
wonderful. It’s the supernatural growth of a soul. We watch Peter growing though the 
stages of faith and commitment. As we work through these stages in Luke 5, please 
quietly have a talk with the Lord and ask, “Jesus, what stage am I at?” 
  Jesus is bringing us just like He brought Peter to the reality of a simple old spiritual you 
may have learned as a young person. Remember it? 

I have decided to follow Jesus, 
I have decided to follow Jesus, 

I have decided to follow Jesus— 
No turning back, no turning back. 

  

  That’s what it means to Go Overboard. It’s the kind of decision Jesus is pressing us to 
make, that He’s calling us to. He wants to bring us to the same point He brought Peter 
to, of making a decision for discipleship, of totally following Him as our Lord and God. 
  Once we know for sure that Jesus is the Christ, we must follow Him. Jesus doesn’t 
want any toe dippers. A disciple follows Jesus and never turns back. He lives out that 



great quote by martyred missionary, Jim Elliot, “He is no fool who gives what he cannot 
keep to gain what he cannot lose.” Are you a Christian? Then, Jesus is calling you 
to Go Overboard. Let’s work through the stages of growth in Peter’s soul. 

  

Stage 1 - Most of us have no problem helping out Jesus. I love the writings of Judith 
Viorst. Most of us can appreciate the sentiments of Alexander. Alexander is the main 
character in her famous children's book, Alexander and the Terrible, Horrible, No Good, 
Very Bad Day (picture). Alexander’s day of dread opens with these words: “I went to 
sleep with gum in my mouth and now there's gum in my hair, and when I got out of bed 
this morning I tripped on the skateboard and by mistake I dropped my sweater in the 
sink while the water was running, and I could tell it was going to be a terrible, horrible, 
no good, very bad day. I think I'll move to Australia. 
  In the car pool Mrs. Gibson let Becky have a seat by the window. Audrey and Elliott 
got seats by the window, too. I said I was being smushed. I said, ‘If I don't get a seat by 
the window, I'm going to be carsick and throw up!’ No one answered. I could tell it was 
going to be a terrible, horrible, no good, very bad day. And, that's just the way it turned 
out. That night I told my Mom, ‘It has been a terrible, horrible, no good, very bad day.’ 
My mom says ‘Some days are like that. Even in Australia’.” 
  Sounds like Peter’s day, or really his night, “we toiled all night and took nothing!” (vs. 
5). They’d fished all night. This wasn’t recreational fishing, it’s their livelihood – and 
they’d been skunked, zero, zilch, nada. That’s the kind of shift he’s had when Jesus 
comes on the scene. 
  Have you ever noticed that Jesus often finds us at our worst, when we’re the most 
desperate, maybe the most open? This story is known as the miraculous catch of fish 
but that’s not what Jesus is “fishing” for. “On one occasion, while the crowd was 
pressing in on Him to hear the word of God, He was standing by the lake of 
Gennesaret, and He saw two boats by the lake, but the fishermen had gone out of them 
and were washing their nets. Getting into one of the boats, which was Simon's, He 
asked him to put out a little from the land. And He sat down and taught the people from 
the boat.” R.T. Trench describing this passage, points out that Jesus was “designing 
Himself…to take the fishermen in His net.” 
  Jesus is living out His mission, His purpose. Remember Luke 4? He told the 
congregation at Nazareth, “Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing” (Luke 
4:21). Then, at Capernaum when they wanted Him to stay and set up a disease and 
demon-possession eradication ministry, He told the crowd that begged Him to please 
stay that He had to go. Luke 4:43, “I must preach the good news of the kingdom of God 
to the other towns as well; for I was sent for this purpose.” The essence, the authority of 
true ministry, is the preaching of God’s Word. We’ve failed our God-given mission, if 
people come to Grace Church because we have a great building or program or 
music…or fantastic coffee. Jesus is fulfilling His mission. He’s preaching, the crowd is 
growing as they came “to hear the word of God.” Even in our entertainment 
ministry/culture, people are still drawn to and will have their lives changed by the power 
of the Word of God. 
  If you’ve done much public speaking, then you know what Jesus is going through. The 
crowd is getting too big. The ones in the back can’t hear. Unlike today, they want to get 



close, to be in the front row to hear Him but there’s no room. While Jesus is preaching, 
He also sees what’s going on. 
  Some guys can preach and shut everything else out. I can’t. While I’m up here 
preaching, I can see when someone’s zoning out. I notice when someone gets up to 
leave. You wonder if it’s something you said that might have ticked them off. Or, if 
they’re coming back. You notice the teen on her I-phone and wonder if she’s reading 
the passage or checking out Facebook. All this is going on in your mind, while at the 
same time you’re preaching. That’s what happened to Jesus that day. 
  He’s by the Lake of Gennesaret. Luke is the only one that calls it that. It’s this huge 
freshwater lake about thirteen miles wide and seven miles long. We’re more familiar 
with it being called the Sea of Galilee as Matthew and Mark call it. John calls it the Sea 
of Tiberias. It’s the dominant geographical feature of the entire region. It’s so big, it’s 
known by several names. 
  On this as on other occasions, eager crowds surge around Jesus. They’re pushing 
Him toward the water’s edge. He’s preaching the “word of God.” That term is not a 
synonym for the Bible as we commonly use it. The phrase “of God” in the Greek, 
indicates the source. The people were listening to Jesus speak the word that directly 
came from God. It means that when Jesus spoke, they literally heard God speaking. 
  So Jesus is preaching. The crowd is multiplying and Jesus observed two boats lying at 
the edge of the lake. They’re large fishing boats, large enough to hold Jesus and all 
twelve disciples, probably 20’ to 30’ long. These particular boats are beached or 
anchored. The fishermen are off to the side washing and repairing their nets for the 
coming night’s fishing task. Fishing on the Sea of Galilee was generally done at night. 
During the day fishermen washed and repaired their nets. They used trammel nets. 
These would be visible to fish during the day, so they were used at night. Cleaning them 
of debris helped keep fish from seeing the net, so washing the nets is critical.   
  To create some space between Himself and the crowds who are shoving and jostling 
for position, Jesus got into one of the boats that was Simon’s (the other may have 
belonged to James and John). He knew what He was doing. It wasn’t some random 
decision. Jesus chose to be on this shore. He chose Simon’s boat. The crowd wasn’t 
His focus, four fishermen off to the side were. Everything Jesus did was with a purpose. 
The time had come for Him to not only move into Peter’s boat, but more intensely move 
into Peter’s life. 
  After getting into Peter’s boat, Jesus asked him to take it out a little ways from the 
shore. Being on the water freed Jesus from being jostled by the crowd and allowed the 
people to hear Him better. The water provided a natural acoustics to amplify His voice. 
So Jesus sits down which was the traditional way of preaching and teaching in that era. 
Peter’s boat is literally a floating pulpit. Jesus begins to model the metaphor of “fishing 
for people.” 
  The first stage, the first steps of discipleship always begin with listening to the Word of 
God. Today it means reading what Jesus said in His Word. It means listening to 
preaching or studying the Bible, both on our own and with other believers. Romans 
10:17 says, “faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ.” For 
anyone who wants to follow Jesus, the ear is the most important part of the body. And 
the person who heard Jesus most clearly that day, was the captain of the boat, Peter. 



  Yet, it’s not enough to listen to Jesus. We must also do what He says. Jesus asked 
Peter to put his boat out a ways. A lot of people hear Jesus’ words week after week but 
never do what He says. They leave and say something like, “Wasn’t that interesting? It 
was inspiring.” but that’s as far as it goes. It’s a very dangerous place to listen without 
any movement. It’s safer to stay in bed or grocery shop on Sunday mornings than to 
listen to God’s Word being preached, and yet do nothing with it. 
  Peter is listening and begins those first short steps of being a Christ-follower. He’s a 
fisherman. This isn’t a big sacrifice. It’s a little inconvenient but doesn’t really cost him 
anything. Today it might be like making a meal for a family or ushering or helping out on 
small project. It’s giving a bit when you’ve never given before. But it’s a first step. 
  Sadly, too many professing believers never get to that first step. Can’t you hear the 
conversation as it’d go today? It goes something like this, “You know, Jesus, I’d love to 
help but I’m really busy. I’ve been putting in long hours. I’m tired. I’m having a bad day. 
Work was really stressful. I need to get home for some me-time, some time to chill, to 
be with my family. But call me some other time. I’m sure I can help you out 
then…maybe.” Does that sound like you? Think what Peter would have missed? More 
importantly, think of what you’re missing… 

  

Stage 2 - Most of us will step out on a little more faith even when we’re not sure 
that Jesus knows what He’s talking about. Does unsolicited advice bug you? What 
area do you feel that you’re an expert in? If you’re a business owner, maybe you feel 
very proficient in running your business. Maybe you’re a teacher, you’re comfortable 
with kids. Maybe you’re a numbers person, or you work on a machine in a factory, or 
you’re a mechanic. You feel very comfortable in your world. 
  How do you feel when things aren’t going well and someone who isn’t from your world 
and doesn’t know anything about your world, gives you unsolicited advice? I think that 
was Peter. He’s a pro. Fishing isn’t his hobby, it’s his livelihood. But Jesus is a 
carpenter, an itinerant preacher. What does He know about fishing? We tend to become 
proud and independent of the Lord in our areas of expertise. 
  If you’ve read Ernest Hemingway’s, The Old Man and the Sea (picture), you know a 
bit how Peter was feeling that day. Hemingway’s bleak little novel tells the story of an 
old man who sails out far into the Gulf of Mexico to catch the biggest marlin ever. He 
managed to hook it, and finally to draw it into the side of his little boat, but it’s too big to 
pull on board. So he ties it to the side and steers his boat back on the long voyage 
toward home. But the sharks scent the blood in the water and came thudding into the 
dead marlin, tearing and ripping off piece after piece of the trophy fish. Finally, when the 
old fisherman gets home, exhausted by his labors a day and a half later, all he has to 
show for his work is the skeleton of the biggest marlin ever caught. 
  Hemingway uses the man’s effort and courage as a picture of what to him is the futility 
of human life. Peter’s feeling a bit futile about life when Jesus pronounces the 
benediction on His sermon, turns to Peter and says, “Let’s go fishing.” And Jesus the 
carpenter tells Peter the fisherman everything wrong.  
“And when [Jesus] had finished speaking, He said to Simon, ‘Put out into the deep and 
let down your nets for a catch.’ And Simon answered, ‘Master, we toiled all night and 
took nothing! But at your word I will let down the nets’.”  



  Do you hear a little annoyance in Peter’s voice as he’s trying to be respectful? Can you 
picture his expression? Michael Wilcock points out that Peter is okay if Jesus wants to 
use his boat for a pulpit, but once Jesus wants to use Peter’s fishing boat for fishing, it’s 
Peter’s boat again.  
  Everyone knew that you fished at night, not in the middle of the day. You fish in 
shallow waters, not deep ones. This was going to be a hassle, a real waste of time. On 
top of that, Peter is tired. He’s fished all night. The boats are docked, the nets cleaned. 
It means they have to pull the nets out and will have to clean them again, after they 
don’t catch any fish! Plus, he’s going to inconvenience not just himself, but his partner, 
to prove the preacher wrong. 
  “Jesus stick with wood, stick with carpentry, what you know. You may know the Word 
but you don’t know the water.” Isn’t that what we say to the Lord all the time? “Jesus, 
you take care of Sunday, I’ll take care of Monday. You handle the spiritual, I’ll handle 
the physical.” It’d be like the cashier at McDonald’s telling Aaron Rogers how to 
quarterback so he’ll win this fall. He may know quarter pounders but he doesn’t know 
quarterbacking. 
  Jesus is getting personal. He always does. He’s getting into Peter’s business. He does 
this to teach Peter (and us) that our lives are not our own. Our business is His business. 
  But Peter’s faith is growing. He’s taking steps forward. He calls Jesus, “Master.” Luke 
is the only Gospel writer who uses that term. It’s a title of respect, “chief, 
commander,” yet not an affirmation of deity. Although Peter knows he’s the expert and 
thinks it’s a dumb idea, he’s willing to obey. “But at your word I will let down the 
nets.” Don’t you think that as he’s casting the nets over the side, he’s thinking how he’s 
going to tactfully yet firmly tell Jesus, “I told you so!” 
  But the Master who created the fish, knew exactly where the fish are. He has an 
exhaustive knowledge of all of His creatures, even when a sparrow falls to the ground 
(Matthew 10:29). “And when they had done this, they enclosed a large number of fish, 
and their nets were breaking. They signaled to their partners in the other boat to come 
and help them. And they came and filled both the boats, so that they began to 
sink” (vss. 6-7). 
  It’s the catch of a lifetime. The omniscient One, the God-man, knew exactly where the 
fish are. People from the shore could see the boats are in trouble. Peter called in his 
partners. There are just too many fish. It nearly sinks the boats. It’s the kind of catch 
fishermen dream of and talk about the rest of their lives. And it’s a miracle. Jesus loves 
to do the humanly impossible. But it wasn’t just then, it’s now, too. 
There’s not an area of our lives that’s beyond Jesus’ wisdom. We must listen and obey 
Him in every sphere of our being, not just a few of our files. He’s asked us to take His 
Word about heaven, “I go to prepare a place for you” (John 14:2). Do you trust Him? Do 
you believe you can trust His Word on your job, with your marriage, family, prayer, with 
your leisure, your time and money? Are there some nets you’re holding back, that you 
need to cast over the side? Where are you coming up with an empty net in your life? 
  Jesus asked Peter to trust Him, just as He asked Abraham to trust Him for a son; Noah 
to trust Him about a big boat and a flood; Joshua to conquer a land. Do you believe 
Jesus knows what He’s talking about? Be honest. If you’d been Peter, would you have 
thrown the nets over the side? Even while questioning and wondering, would you have 
taken those steps of faith? 



  Hebrews 11:6 says, “And without faith it is impossible to please Him, for whoever 
would draw near to God must believe that He exists and that He rewards those who 
seek Him.” Put down your net. Lloyd Olgivie says it this way, “Without God we can’t; 
without us He won’t.” But the next part of the story is the most shocking in this 
account… 

  

Stage 3 – When we see who Jesus really is, the only right response is 
surrender. Forget for a moment that you know the story. Work through it again like it’s 
the very first time that you’ve heard it. So you’re Peter. You’ve just hit the jackpot. 
You’ve been skunked the last time that you went to work. You think it’s even more likely 
you’re going to come up empty this time and “Bam!” It’s the fisherman’s lottery and you 
won! So how would you respond? How would we expect Peter to respond? 
  “Someone call CNN. Who’s got a camera? Jesus you stand right here, let me get my 
picture with you and my boat.” It’s on Instagram and Facebook. This is what we 
expect. (Picture 1 & 2). It’s me and Jesus and the catch of a lifetime.It’s “Wow Jesus! 
Thank you for going fishing with me! Thanks for pushing me to throw the net in again!! 
Just wow!” 
  But that’s not what we get. Peter doesn’t even thank Jesus for all the fish. “But when 
Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus' knees, saying, ‘Depart from me, for I am a 
sinful man, O Lord.’  For he and all who were with him were astonished at the catch of 
fish that they had taken, and so also were James and John, sons of Zebedee, who were 
partners with Simon.” That’s not exactly the response we were looking for. The biggest 
miracle that day is not the big catch, it’s the repentance and surrender of the big 
fisherman. 
  This goes nose to nose with a very common myth. Continually, you’ll hear people say 
or see posted on Facebook, “God will never give me more than I can handle.” Got a 
chapter and verse for that? No, God continually gives us, like Peter, more than we can 
handle. He does that, so like Peter, we’ll throw ourselves at His feet and depend totally 
on Him. He wants to bring us to the point of absolute surrender. Because if we don’t 
surrender to Him, we miss out on His best. We miss out on real life and He can’t use us. 
  a. Surrender means an awareness of my sinfulness. Here’s another shock. “Depart 
from me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord.” Did Peter just swear? Get drunk? Rob a bank? 
No, he just did something nice, kind and good. He let Jesus use his boat for a pulpit 
when he’s tired and it’s inconvenient. Don’t you think that he might have been patting 
himself on the back a little when he pushed off and let Jesus use his boat?  
Peter uses very strong language that’s fueled by a strong recognition of the darkness of 
his own soul. He asks Jesus to depart because he knows He’s unfit to be in Jesus’ holy 
presence. 
  When we look at ourselves or compare ourselves with others, we miss our sinfulness. 
It’s not until I see Jesus, His power, authority and holiness that I accurately see me and 
you accurately see you. Faced with who Jesus is, Peter sees the vileness of his own 
heart and consequences of his sin. Jesus can’t use us until we realize how unworthy we 
are to be used. The more we know of our sin, the more we know Jesus, the more we’ll 
run to Him. What we have here is repentance and the turning from sin. 



  So much religion today is just trying to get God to do what we want. That’s not Peter’s 
response. That's not his response to the glory and holiness of Jesus. He’s undone. In 
the presence of such utter holiness, he’s utterly undone. It’s what happens to us when 
we get a glimpse of the true nature of God in His glory and holiness. You’ll find that in 
Isaiah 6 as Isaiah sees God in His holiness. Salvation is never done until we’re undone. 
  b. Surrender means an awareness of the Lord. Before he puts the nets out, Peter 
calls Jesus “Master.” Now he calls Jesus, “Lord.” He realizes he’s in the presence of 
God. As a devout Jew, he falls down in worship. Whatever he thought of Jesus before, 
he knows he’s in the presence of God incarnate. 
  c. Surrender means an awareness of God’s grace. Jesus never leaves a sinner 
who truly repents, so He didn’t leave Peter. Instead He reassures Peter, “Do not be 
afraid.” His sins don’t disqualify him. His life is just beginning. There was something that 
he could do to glorify his Lord; he could follow his repentance with service. To be 
specific, Peter could become a “fisher of men.” It’s the next step in discipleship: every 
true disciple tells people about Jesus. For a Christian, it’s unnatural to not share the 
gospel. 
  d. Surrender always results in mission. “‘From now on you will be catching men.’” 
And when they had brought their boats to land, they left everything and followed 
Him” (vss. 10-11). Here’s another shock. Today we’d have said, “This is great! Jesus 
can you hang out? We’ll really build this business. We’ll use a big chunk of the profit for 
missions.” They’ve just had the score of a lifetime and they walk away while the fish are 
still flopping on the dock. 
  At the very least, we’d have thought that they’d first sell the fish to underwrite their 
following Jesus. But that’s not what happened. They stepped out on faith. Their 
obedience is immediate and complete.   
  “Catching men” means to take alive. The word Jesus used means “to take alive, as 
taking animals alive for a zoo or circus.” Jesus is promising these disciples that they’d 
take people alive for the kingdom. It’s an exciting business. The idea here is gathering 
and rescue. The word case of catching in the Greek means continuous action. It’s not 
just once. It’s to be their life. 
  Catching fish requires perseverance and patience. So are you part of the mission? Are 
you in on the excitement of seeing dead sinners come to new life in Christ? 
  Surrender doesn’t mean that God is going to call you to Thailand. He might, but for 
most of us that’s not going to be the case. But He does call us next door. Have you 
shared the gospel with your family? Your friends? Your neighbors or co-workers? “Well, 
I did it once.” What would you think of a fisherman who threw a line in the water one 
time, didn’t catch anything and quit? What kind of fisherman says, “Well, I went fishing 
once”? 
  Think for a moment about the things most Christians talk about. Do you really think 
Jesus cares what songs we sing or what’s going on in politics? Or, do you think He 
cares about you caring about your neighbor who doesn’t know Him? Do you even know 
their name? Do you pray for them? 
  It’s amazing how just being kind opens doors. You don’t need to be extreme but it 
doesn’t hurt. Bruce Larson tells of a member in his church. Her story puts me to shame. 
She’s a tiny woman who lives in a bad area. As part of her ministry, she purposefully 
walks unsafe streets at night. Frequently, she had her purse snatched. But in it, she has 



a note for the thief saying, “My dear friend, you must be in great trouble if you need to 
steal this purse. I am sorry for you and I love you and I believe God loves you and 
wants to help you. So do I. Here is my address and phone number. Please come and 
see me.” Wow! I’m not telling you to go out and get mugged. But are you willing to walk 
across the street, or the aisle in your office and build a gospel bridge? 
  Think of who Jesus chose. Would you go down to the docks to pick your first missions 
team? What a catch Peter had on the day of Pentecost. Most of you are more educated, 
have more knowledge of Scripture than Peter, Andrew, James and John did when 
Jesus called them to follow Him. 
  Evangelism is not for a select few. If you’re a Christian, you’re a missionary. Everyone 
who follows Jesus is called to be a kind of fisherman or fisherwoman. Just like fishing, 
you never know what you’re going to catch. God has called us to cast a very wide net. 
The person He has for you to reach right now might be the last person in the world 
you’d ever think of. Want to start reaching people? Can I challenge you to start praying 
just a one word sentence, “Lord, do things that I’m not used to?” 

  

Conclusion: The normal Christian life is a call to be a fanatic as far as a lost world is 
concerned. It’s total surrender. Jesus doesn’t want a few files in your life, He wants your 
life. Either He is Lord of all or He’s not Lord at all. 
  We have a mission. We’re His plan to reach a lost world, to reach our world, your 
world, my world. What net are you hanging on to? What is Jesus calling you to 
surrender? Who is He calling you to reach? From this point on these four men had 
purpose with eternal significance. Do you? 
  Years ago British agnostic, Thomas Huxley, had to leave early one morning to go from 
one speaking assignment to another. He secured a horse-drawn taxi to go from his 
hotel to the train station. He assumed the hotel doorman had told the driver of the 
carriage that they were to go to the train station. So when he got in, he simply said to 
the driver, “Drive fast” and off they went. After a short while, Huxley, who was somewhat 
familiar with the area, realized that they were actually going in the opposite direction 
from the train station. He yelled to the driver, “Do you know where you’re going?” 
Without looking back, the driver replied, “No, sir, but I’m driving very fast.” 
  Most of us are like that. I often am. We’re going very fast…somewhere. But it’s 
pointless to go fast if you’re not going in the right direction! Our lives are busy. We’re 
nearly breaking the speed of light but we haven’t stopped to evaluate where we’re going 
or what we’re doing. Before we know it, life has whizzed by, but we haven’t spent it 
focused on the right purpose. Often we have no purpose. As Christians, we all would 
agree that if we want to spend our lives properly, our lives must be in line with God’s 
purpose. 
  I don't know a message more timely for us today, than the message of this passage. 
Jesus’ call for us to leave everything and follow Him. This is not His call just to a unique 
group of super apostles at the beginning of Christianity. It’s not a call to people who are 
going to be pastors or missionaries or even deacons or women’s ministry leaders. The 
call to leave everything and follow Him is the call of Jesus to every disciple. It’s the call 
to a completely surrendered life. 



    May the Lord use the calling of Peter to make us all see that the greatest purpose we 
can ever have in life is to surrender all, to become a “fanatic” for Jesus Christ, to follow 
Him in catching men and women alive for the gospel. I pray that each of us will go out 
into our respective mission fields armed with that purpose, and that the Lord will be 
pleased to give us a miraculous catch of men and women and young people for His 
kingdom! 
 


