
“Indeed the safest road to Hell is the gradual one—the gentle slope, soft underfoot, 
without sudden turnings, without milestones, without signposts… Your affectionate 
uncle, Screwtape.” Seventy years ago, C. S. Lewis penned those lines in his satirical 
novel, The Screwtape Letters. Do you think that our world is on a gradual road to hell? 
That everything is upside down? 
  It’s May. It’s college graduation season. For most college students, there’s nothing 
more stressful than the final exam. But just imagine, that to pass your final, you have to 
get naked. Not only in front of the whole class, but also in front of your professor. 
  Last week, The Los Angeles Times reported that at UC San Diego, a naked final exam 
is a course requirement for a class in the visual arts department. Professor Ricardo 
Dominguez (picture) defended the requirement. He said that for the past eleven years, 
he’s never had a single complaint. It gets worse. When University officials learned of the 
complaint, they defended the perverse professor. So it costs $120,000 for a degree and 
you’re required to get naked to graduate. It’s an upside down world. 
  If we took the time to cite every disgusting example of upside downness, we’d be here 
all day. In the Church we feel so overwhelmed, defeated and demoralized by the upside 
downness, that we focus on the upside downness and neglect the gospel. We forget the 
good news – Jesus came to Turn the world right side up and has called us to join Him 
and be part of His mission of Turning the world right side up. As we continue our 
study of Luke’s Gospel, please turn to Luke 4:31-44 (p. 860). 
  From the outset of his gospel, Luke wants to establish the fact that Jesus Christ is in 
charge, He has the authority. Jesus is Lord over all. The only proper response to Him is 
to submit and obey Him, just do what He says. 
  After showing how Jesus was rejected in His hometown of Nazareth, Luke doesn’t 
want anyone to get the mistaken idea that Jesus is not Lord. So he walks us through a 
Sabbath day with Jesus, showing us how Jesus preached the Word with authority, used 
His authority to cast out demons and heal the sick. Jesus has true authority and came 
to Turn the world right side up. 
  When you think of an authority, a leader, who do you picture? Perhaps Winston 
Churchill (picture), jowls set like a bulldog as he takes on the falling darkness of the 
Third Reich? Is it take charge Vince Lombardi (picture) directing his quarterback, Bart 
Starr? Maybe Mike Krzyzewski (picture) leading his team to another victory? Or Aung 
San Suu Kyi (picture), brave opposition leader who’s stood up to the brutal government 
of Myanmar. Each one is instructive and worthy of study. 
  The greatest study of authority is the Lord Jesus Christ. Our Lord is the fountain of all 
authority. He’s the well from which we in the Church must draw for the proper use of 
authority in both the Church and a fallen world. 
  Because He has authority, Jesus is a world changer. And He’s called us, His Church, 
to be world changers. Jesus’ world was as out of whack too. The plan hasn’t changed. 
In fact, there’s a fresh element introduced in our text, the kingdom of God. The gospel 
mission is to claim new territory for the kingdom of God. We’re called to be part of 
bringing in a new world order. 
  Having previously recounted how Jesus’ initial exercise of authority was murderously 
rejected in His hometown of Nazareth, now Luke describes another Sabbath in another 
town, Capernaum, where Jesus’ authority is given full recognition. What can we learn as 
we seek by His power to Turn our world right side up? If you’re taking notes… 



  

1. Jesus has authority with the Word. Verses 31-32, “And He went down to 
Capernaum, a city of Galilee. And He was teaching them on the Sabbath, and they 
were astonished at His teaching, for His word possessed authority.” At the end of Luke 
4 the scene now shifts away from Nazareth—where Jesus was rejected—to Capernaum 
(picture). Here we find Jesus doing what He always did: going to the synagogue and 
preaching the gospel. It’s another city, another Sabbath, another sermon, “If this is 
Saturday,” Jesus might have said while on His preaching tour, “it must be Capernaum.” 
  Capernaum was a small town on the northwest shore of the Sea of Galilee. Jesus 
literally did “go down to Capernaum” because Nazareth was 1,200 feet above sea level. 
Capernaum was a prosperous fishing town with a varied population. It became known 
as Jesus’ own city (Matt. 9:1). The congregation gathered in the synagogue that 
Saturday was made up of humble townsfolk, eagerly awaiting the sermon from the 
Nazarene who’d been causing such a stir, and they weren’t disappointed.  
  “They were astonished at His teaching.” The Greek word for astonished literally 
means “to be struck with a blow.” Jesus knocks them upside the head with His 
preaching. They’re struck with amazement! Thunderstruck in their souls! Jesus 
preaching made Manny Pacquiao’s (pakeow’s) punches feel like butterfly 
kisses. Why? “His word possessed authority,” or as the parallel passage in Mark has 
it, “for He taught them as one who had authority, and not as the scribes” (Mark 1:22). 
  Their teachers, the scribes and Pharisees, were footnote and quotation marks addicts. 
They merely quoted their teachers who’d quoted their teachers. It’s warmed up 
secondhand theology. Yet, when Jesus spoke, it’s just the opposite. There were few 
quotation marks. He preached God’s Word, not just about God’s Word. His preaching is 
clear and simple, as it has been with all true preachers of God’s Word. 
  Personally, I hesitate to tell folk I’m a preacher. They often assume because I’m a 
preacher, I must be nice, filled with warm platitudes. Much of what flows from 
contemporary pulpits is theological fluff, little more than spiritual cotton candy. But that’s 
not Jesus! He spoke with authority! 
  Jesus’ preaching was clear, confrontational, and convicting. The Holy Spirit anointed 
His humanity as He spoke. It’s why people were awed by the force of His message. It 
was as if He could see into their very souls and they felt naked and convicted before 
him. 
   If the Church today is to speak with authority, it must derive its authority from the 
Word of God. And we must – eternity hangs in the balance! The people are like sheep 
having no shepherd. They need to hear God’s Word, not our opinion. They need to hear 
from heaven. In our postmodern culture where truth is relative, the Church must stand 
on the truth of God's Word. 
  Apparently, Jesus hadn’t gone to a church growth seminar. If He had, they’d have told 
Him to lighten up. According to church growth gurus, it’s the program that has power, 
not the preaching, not God’s Word. That ladies and gentlemen is one of the 
foundational maladies in the church today. We don’t believe that the Word of God has 
power. Preaching is to be endured. Keep it short and soft, we’re snoozing here. We 
don’t believe God’s Word really has authority or power. Instead, we believe that… 



  We believe that money has power. If we’re stressed, if we’re feeling financial 
pressure, what’s one of the first things that we cut? We cut our personal devotional life, 
reading our Bibles – because we have to go to work a little earlier to make more money. 
We don’t have time for a small group or a Bible study, we have work to do. “I’m skipping 
church. You have to make hay while you can.” We don’t believe that God’s Word has 
power. 
  We believe that education has power. If we only taught people how to be better 
parents. If only they were more educated. “Well, I know, let’s teach them the Bible.” 
“Nah, that’s not practical.” We don’t believe that God’s Word has power. What a lost 
world needs is transformation, not education. 
  We believe that technology has power. Wow! How did Jesus preach without power 
point? You’ve gotta have flashing lights, a little smoke, and a band that blows your 
socks off. This past week I’ve gotten a couple of church ads suggesting that if we really 
want to reach people, we’ve got to show movies at church because preaching God’s 
Word is boring. You have to add some pizzazz! We don’t believe that God’s Word has 
power. 
  We believe that therapy has power.If a friend tells you she’s depressed, he’s got an 
anger issue, she’s struggling with addiction…what is your default solution? “You need to 
go see someone.” I agree. You need to talk to Someone, His name is Jesus. He wrote 
this wonderful Book called the Bible. The root problem of all of our emotional issues is 
sin and there is only one Person who has the cure. If we help people feel better but 
never direct them to the cure for the cancer in their souls, what have we really 
accomplished?  We don’t believe that God’s Word has power. 
  Please understand, there’s nothing wrong with money or education, technology or 
therapy. They help. They have their place. Yet they can’t fix our greatest problem, our 
sinful hearts or get you into heaven. We must begin with God’s Word and believe the 
Word has power. Scripture must be the first authority and final authority of our 
life. Jesus has authority with the Word. 

  

2. Jesus has authority over demons. Verses 33-37. “And in the synagogue there was 
a man who had the spirit of an unclean demon, and he cried out with a loud voice, 
‘Ha! What have You to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I 
know who You are—the Holy One of God.’  But Jesus rebuked him, saying, ‘Be silent 
and come out of him!’ And when the demon had thrown him down in their midst, he 
came out of him, having done him no harm. And they were all amazed and said to one 
another, ‘What is this word? For with authority and power He commands the unclean 
spirits, and they come out!’  And reports about Him went out into every place in the 
surrounding region.” Let me quote C. S. Lewis again, “There are two equal and opposite 
errors into which our race can fall about the devils. One is to disbelieve in their 
existence. The other is to believe, and to feel an excessive and unhealthy interest in 
them. They themselves are equally pleased by both errors.” Our postmodern, post-
Christian culture leans toward the latter. We’re obsessed with the powers of darkness. A 
remake of Poltergeist (picture) is being released this week. Please don’t go see it. 
  Many believers, churches and ministries are preoccupied with demons. They view 
virtually everything that goes wrong in a Christian’s life as the direct result of demonic 



activity and the cure is to exorcise the demon. For example, if you have a problem with 
gossip, you have the demon of gossip. If you have a problem with pride, you have the 
demon of pride.  
  While Jesus’ former neighbors in Nazareth didn’t recognize the Son of God, this 
satanic minion in Capernaum did. It’s very noteworthy that the Bible says very little 
about demon activity other than during the ministry of Jesus. 
  What authority and power Jesus has. He has power to perform exorcisms—to cast out 
demons. Wonderfully, not only does the demon come out of the man but the man is 
totally unharmed. 
  Are people still possessed by demons today? Yes. We’re in a spiritual battle and the 
cosmic forces of darkness are still fighting against us. I don’t think that we can explain 
some of the wickedness in this world apart from demonic activity. They’re often at work 
promoting evil in the structures of sinful society. Demon possession goes well beyond 
ordinary temptation. 
  That being said, demon possession seems to happen relatively rarely today compared 
to the time of Christ. Perhaps that’s because there are so many more people in the 
world, yet there’s a finite number of demons to torment them. There are simply more 
people than they can ever possess. Or, Satan focused on the nation of Israel during 
Jesus’ day because he knew that Jesus was going to be born in Israel and had come to 
take him out. 
  Wonderfully, Satan and his mob have been defeated. Jesus has authority over Satan 
and his demons. As Luther wrote in his famous hymn about God’s victory over 
Satan, “One little word shall fell him.” The same word Jesus had used to defeat Satan in 
the wilderness—the Word of God—He now used to cast out demons. Jesus has real 
spiritual authority. Scripture is our source of authority and power, too. We must be 
people of the Word because we’re in a spiritual battle. We’re naïve to think that we 
won’t face the powers of darkness when we seek to live holy lives and take a stand 
against evil. Satan works to divide our churches, destroy our families, defile our children 
and delude our world. We must not let him. We must fight! But our power is in the Word 
and the Word must be in us to defeat him. That’s our authority. 
  Obviously, our time is too limited to deeply study demons today. Let me just touch on 
two key questions: 
  a. Where did demons come from? Demons are fallen angels who serve 
Satan. Revelation 12:9,“And the great dragon was thrown down, that ancient serpent, 
who is called the devil and Satan, the deceiver of the whole world—he was thrown 
down to the earth, and his angels were thrown down with him.” 
  b. Can a Christian be demon possessed?  No, a born-again Christian has the Holy 
Spirit indwelling him/her (1 Cor. 6:19-20), but an unsaved person can be. That’s what 
was happening in the synagogue that day. An attendee is possessed by a demon. 
Apparently, he’s a member of the congregation and until that moment had been 
undetected. That’s a little frightening. As Jesus began to teach, the demon screamed 
through the voice of the man he possessed. This foul spirit couldn’t handle the 
authoritative presence and words of Christ. As cock-roaches scurry from the light, this 
demon cried out in agony in the presence of the holy Son of God.  



  The congregation is horrified, too. Can you imagine sitting there, this guttural voice 
comes out of this man, who flails around on the ground, eyes rolling, he spits and howls 
like an animal? It was terrifying. 
  This vile demon knew who Jesus was and the judgment Jesus would bring. He knew 
Jesus would ultimately win the victory, and Satan and all his demons would be judged. 
Now he wants to know if this is the Day of his final doom and judgment. He screams, “I 
know who You are - the Holy One of God!” He declares Jesus’ true identity as the Holy 
One of God. But Jesus didn’t need some dark spirit to proclaim Him as the Son of God. 
  The people are amazed as Jesus silences him with great authority. He “rebuked” the 
demon. The One who by His word brought all creation into existence spoke. He tells the 
evil spirit to shut up. Think of the power of the Lord's rebuke. God’s rebuke is an 
expression of His absolute power. 
  Can you picture the poor man as he’s revived? Suddenly, he’s free from this spirit. He 
wipes the foam off of his mouth and realizes that this filthy presence that had tormented 
him is gone at last. Certainly, like others delivered of evil spirits, he fell before Jesus in 
tearful gratitude. Immediately the crowd understands that Jesus has amazing authority. 
Not only was His preaching authoritative, He has authority over demons as well.  
  Our world is enamored with the powers of darkness and it’s very dangerous. If you or a 
family member have any involvement with the occult, like astrology, Ouija boards, 
fortune telling, séances, etc., you need to repent of these evil practices and get rid of 
any paraphernalia related to them. 
  Demons are frighteningly powerful forces for evil, but greater is He who is in you than 
the one in this world (1 John 4:4). The power to overcome demons is not in us, but in 
the Lord Jesus Christ and in His Word. Jesus has authority over demons. But there’s 
more… 

  

3. Jesus has authority over disease. Verses 38-39. “And He arose and left the 
synagogue and entered Simon's house. Now Simon's mother-in-law was ill with a high 
fever, and they appealed to Him on her behalf. And He stood over her and rebuked the 
fever, and it left her, and immediately she rose and began to serve them.” Peter’s 
mother-in-law is apparently a widow without sons of her own. That explains why she’s 
living with Peter. Luke the doctor notes that it’s a “high fever.” It reflects the severity of 
her illness and the challenge of her healing. It indicates too that Peter was married. 
Single guys don’t go on Match.com looking for a mother-in-law. You look for a wife, a 
mother-in-law just comes with the package. 
  Later New Testament revelation indicates Peter was still married during the apostolic 
days and that his wife frequently accompanied him on his preaching tours (1 
Corinthians 9:5). Two early church fathers relate that she finally suffered martyrdom, 
and as she was separated from Peter, and carried to her execution, Peter’s last words 
to her were, “Remember thou the Lord.”  
  As He had with the demoniac, Jesus rebukes the disease, signifying His authority over 
our human ailments. Just as the demon departed the demonized man, the fever departs 
this woman. There’s no lingering weakness or recovery time. She’s completely healed. 
Jesus has authority over every malady in this world, physical or spiritual. At the 



beginning of His ministry, His authority and power to bring release from the effects of sin 
are beginning to take shape. 
  I love this! Immediately, she gets up and begins to serve others. When Jesus has 
delivered you, you want to serve, you want to give. You want to do something for Him 
and others. Kent Hughes says, “The measure of a Christian is not how many servants 
he has, but how many he serves.” My friend, it should frighten you if you profess to have 
been delivered by Jesus at salvation, and yet are self-absorbed and narcissistic. It’s 
completely foreign to New Testament salvation. 
  We ought to believe in healing, yet in healing as the Bible presents it. Some churches 
and what are known as faith healers, have twisted what Scripture teaches. They claim 
divine healing as part of their ministry. Usually, they take Isaiah 53:5, “by His stripes we 
are healed” out of context, claiming it as a guaranteed promise of physical healing. It’s 
not. It’s referring to our greatest need, our worst sickness. It’s spiritual. We need to be 
delivered from sin. That’s why we need Jesus the Man of sorrows to die in our place. 
  Jesus’ healing ministry sets the pattern for the true biblical gift of healing. There are 
several common features that characterized His healing ministry. We only have time to 
just touch on them. First, Jesus healed with a word or a touch. Second, Jesus healed 
instantly. There were no progressive healings. Peter’s mother-in-law’s symptoms 
vanished immediately. Third, Jesus healed totally. When Jesus healed a leper, he’s 
completely cured. Fourth, Jesus healed everyone. He didn’t leave behind long lines of 
disappointed, distraught people. Fifth, Jesus healed organic disease. He didn’t heal 
vague or invisible diseases like back pain. He restored full mobility to paralyzed limbs 
and sight to blind eyes. Sixth, Jesus raised the dead, not someone who was in a 
temporary coma. Finally, Jesus healed unbelievers and believers. One’s faith wasn’t 
required and most of His healings were in very public, we could even say on the road 
settings, not in some staged situation. 
  As the Sabbath ended, to avoid violating Sabbath Law, people had waited to come 
and be healed. Now sunset has taken place. Look at verses 40-41. “Now when the sun 
was setting, all those who had any who were sick with various diseases brought them to 
Him, and He laid his hands on every one of them and healed them. And demons also 
came out of many, crying, ‘You are the Son of God!’ But He rebuked them and would 
not allow them to speak, because they knew that He was the Christ.” 
Since Jesus has healing authority, we should pray in His name whenever we’re sick or 
for our loved ones who are ill. We need though to recognize that God often 
chooses not to heal. Brothers and sisters, please do not make your health, or lack of it, 
as the test of God’s love for you.  
  When we pray for healing, God’s glory should be our number one motive, not our 
comfort. We need to submit to His will and trust Him. Our Heavenly Father knows better 
than we do what’s best in any situation. Paul thought it would be best to get rid of his 
thorn in the flesh but God knew otherwise (2 Cor. 12:7-10). So trust God. Our Heavenly 
Father is able to do the impossible, if it’s His will. Pray for miraculous healing, believing 
that God is able, yet recognize that it may not be His will. Finally, look for the spiritual 
lessons God is trying to teach you in the trial. God uses affliction to conform us to the 
likeness of Christ, so miraculous healing is often not His will. 
  Tony Campolo (picture) tells of being in a church in Oregon where he was asked to 
pray for a man who had cancer. Tony prayed boldly for the man’s healing. That next 



week he got a telephone call from the man’s wife. She said, "You prayed for my 
husband. He had cancer." Tony thought when he heard her use the past tense verb that 
his cancer had been eradicated! But before he could think much about it she said, "He 
died." Tony felt terrible. But she continued, "Don’t feel bad. When he came into that 
church that Sunday, he was filled with anger. He knew he was going to be dead in a 
short period of time, and he hated God. He was 58 years old, and he wanted to see his 
children and grandchildren grow up. He was angry that this all-powerful God didn’t take 
away his sickness and heal him. He would lie in bed and curse God. The more his 
anger grew towards God, the more miserable he was to everybody around him. It was 
an awful thing to be in his presence. 
  Then, the lady told Tony, "After you prayed for him, a peace had come over him and a 
joy had come into him. Tony, the last three days have been the best days of our lives. 
We’ve sung. We’ve laughed. We’ve read Scripture. We prayed. Oh, they’ve been 
wonderful days. And I called to thank you for laying your hands on him and praying for 
healing." Then she said something so incredibly profound. She said, "He wasn’t cured, 
but he was healed.” 

  

4. Jesus’ mission is spreading kingdom authority. Verses 42-44. “And when it was 
day, He departed and went into a desolate place. And the people sought Him and came 
to Him, and would have kept Him from leaving them, but He said to them, ‘I must preach 
the good news of the kingdom of God to the other towns as well; for I was sent for this 
purpose.’ And He was preaching in the synagogues of Judea.” There is hardly a sick 
person left in Capernaum, except perhaps the most hardened cynic. We’re not 
surprised then to read that they came looking for Jesus and tried to keep Him from 
leaving. Do you blame them? A town with no sickness or demons, really evil – what a 
wonderful thought! But Jesus says, “I must preach the good news of the kingdom of 
God to the other towns as well; for I was sent for this purpose.” It’s the first mention of 
the kingdom of God in Luke’s Gospel. It’s a phrase that will occur thirty-seven more 
times in Luke. They wanted Jesus to stay. He had brought in Utopia and they didn’t 
want to lose it. 
  For the past two summers, Jane and I have vacationed at this wonderful cabin in 
Tennessee (picture). For us, it’s Utopia. We’re headed there again in a few weeks. It’s 
in a little hamlet called Muddy Pond, in a Mennonite Community. It’s isolated. It’s quiet. 
There’s no TV, Internet, or cell service. It’s about as close to heaven as I may get this 
side of eternity. 
  And this is the problem, the world is so bad, so upside down, that we want to hide out 
in Utopia. It may be in our home, our family. It could be in our church or our small group 
of Christian friends. But Jesus has called us to do what He did, “I must preach the good 
news of the kingdom of God to the other towns as well; for I was sent for this purpose.” 
  What’s the Kingdom of God? It begins with salvation and surrender. It has a past 
manifestation because God has always been sovereign. It’s present with Christ and 
present in the lives of His spiritual children. As Jesus explained, “the kingdom of God is 
within you” (Luke 17:21). Wherever Jesus went, the kingdom went. When men and 
women come to faith in Christ, the kingdom enters their hearts. All believers are part of 



the kingdom now and to come. As Jesus’ mission is spreading kingdom 
authority, it’s our mission now. We know it from Matthew 28 as the Great Commission. 
  Please don’t miss this. Jesus told them to take the gospel to their world, but what did 
they do? They stayed in Jerusalem. But the mission is so important that God killed 
some of them, imprisoned others, so that they’d leave Utopia, and get back on mission 
of Turning the world right side up. I wonder if He’s doing it again. The mission is so 
important that He’s going to bring persecution to the Church so that we too get back on 
mission. 
  Much could be said about the kingdom, but at bare minimum, it’s the place where 
Jesus is Lord and people are subject to Him. It’s when things are turned right side up. 
Leon Morris sums it up as “God’s rule in action.” 
  It would have been easier to establish a mission headquarters in Capernaum. They 
could have built a huge synagogue, maybe a mega-synagogue, even multi-site it. That 
wasn’t Jesus’ mission and it’s not ours. Jesus didn’t come so we could have health or 
financial prosperity, justice or even world peace. Those are all blessings God will give. 
Jesus came for something far greater – salvation, forgiveness, peace with God – 
because of the cross. It’s the good news of eternal life through the death and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
  And we are Jesus, continuing the mission of preaching, teaching, sharing the Kingdom 
of God. But first He must rule us and our lives. Jesus said, “I must preach the good 
news of the kingdom of God.” It’s good news. It’s the best news you’ll ever hear. So why 
aren’t we sharing it? There’s power in the gospel. There will never be real change 
through reformation. It only comes through regeneration, the kingdom of God first in us. 
It was Jesus mission; it’s ours. It’s “Lord, bring in your Kingdom and let it begin with 
me.” 

  

Conclusion: All authority has been given to Jesus. He exercises His authority simply by 
speaking His Word. Do we believe in the power of that word? Does it have the same 
priority for us that it had for Jesus? 
  So how do we respond to such massive spiritual realities? The answer is in the second 
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, “Your kingdom come.” When we pray that, we’re praying 
for the ultimate establishment of His reign. 
  It begins in our lives with a commitment to do God’s will. It’s for our church, bending 
our wills, submitting our agendas to His authority. It’s not a prayer for people who want 
to stay the way that they are or see the world around them stay the way that it is. When 
we pray like this, we surrender, we hand ourselves over to the grace of God so He may 
do as He pleases in our lives. It’s praying and being part of His Turning the world right 
side up. 
  Let’s be honest. It’s easy to pray for Jesus’ future kingdom. But it’s very, very difficult 
for us moderns to submit to anyone, even the Lord Jesus Christ. But we miss God’s 
best when we won’t submit. And an outcome of our anti-authority malaise is a perverse 
professor, forcing students to go naked in order to graduate. It’s the end result of 
independence and individuality. 



  That’s why our world is insane. It’s why the Church is so impotent. You can’t have 
kingdom power until you’re first submitted to the King. You can’t enjoy the kingdom until 
you’re first surrendered to the King. 
  It’s what it means to be part of Turning the world right side up. Imagine what it 
would be like if you helped speed up the coming in of God’s kingdom. For example, 
what would it look like if you prayed, “Lord Jesus, Your will be done in my career?” What 
would it look like if you prayed, “Lord Jesus, Your kingdom come in my marriage? How 
different would your relationship look if as a husband or wife, you really submitted to 
each other out of reverence to Christ?” What would it be like if you prayed, “Lord Jesus, 
You be the king of my checkbook?” How would your bank statement change? 
  Teenagers, what would your life be like in the halls of your school, if you really let God 
be your king? I’m talking about living the Christ life in the hardest place you can, in your 
school, in plain sight of your peers. How would your days in high school change if you 
quit living to please your peers…and really made Jesus Lord? How would things 
change when it comes to the way you treat your siblings, your parents? 
  Are you beginning to get the picture? Does it look good? If it does pray with me, “Lord 
Jesus, Thy kingdom come! Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.”  
  My friend, have you ever really submitted everything to the rule of Christ? Your will, 
future, ambitions, your vocation, your family, your possessions, your independence, 
your heart? Why not do it now? “Not my will, but Thy will be done…on earth, in 
me…now.” 
 


