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We’re almost in the Summer Movie Blockbuster season? Is there a movie that you’re really looking forward to? I’ll 

probably go see the new Avengers movie but the movie I’m really looking forward to seeing doesn’t come out until 

Christmas: Starwars Episode VII: The Force Awakens.  Have you seen the trailer? (Video) How could you not be biting 

on the bit to see it?  

  Some 700 movies are released each year. For me, maybe a handful are truly worth seeing. While I try to be careful and 

read movie reviews to find out if the movie is worth seeing, more times than I want to admit, halfway through, I’m 

checking the time and end up as I walk out quoting the late Roger Ebert, “I laughed. I cried. I kissed ten bucks good-

bye.”  

  There’s nothing better than a good thriller. Alfred Hitchcock was famous for them. The best thrillers are the ones that 

surprise you. You never see it coming. A more recent thriller was a sci-fi from a few years ago. Nicole Kidman and 

Daniel Craig were in a movie called The Invasion (picture). A space shuttle crashes back to earth. Unbeknownst to 

everyone, a fungus-like alien lifeform is now on board. It scatters spores. Once people come into contact with them, 

they’re controlled by the alien after they go to sleep. Yet, they still appear to be normal, going about their normal routine. 

But they’re trying to bring about a new society controlled by this alien life-form.   

  By now, some of you are thinking, “Scott, what in the world does this have to do with Luke 4 and Sunday morning?” 

Everything. In the Garden of Eden this world was invaded by an alien called Satan and the disease called sin. The 

disaster is that everyone looks normal. And there is no place that they look more “normal” than in the church.  

  There are 350,000 churches in America. Of that number, the vast majority have no idea of why they do what they do. 

Tragically, most of them are diametrically opposed to Jesus, the Gospel and don’t even believe the Bible. 

 Because the churches don’t know their purpose, how would the average Christian know the purpose and what’s vital in 

a church? To be candid, those who attend Wal-mart on Sundays are more clear on why they’re there and their purpose 

than most professing Christians who attend church.  

  What we have in the vast majority of churches in America is what Jesus encountered in Luke 4. We have churches that 

are “Christian” without Christ. Please turn in your Bibles to Luke 4:14-30 (p. 859).  

  This shocks us. It’s not what we expect. Be honest. When you think about Jesus and the Gospels, His ministry, what do 

you remember? What do you think about? Probably, His miracles – feeding the 5,000, healing the blind or lepers, raising 

the dead. But Luke skips over that in verses 14-15 like the Reader’s Digest of Reader’s Digest. 

  Probably a year has passed since Jesus’ battle with Satan and going to nose to nose with temptation. He’s been 

ministering in the region of Galilee during that time, teaching, preaching, doing miracles. It’s all encapsulated in verses 

14-15. Luke could have spent a whole book, if not at least several chapters on Jesus’ Galilean ministry, a “Galilean 

Springtime,” as it’s been called, but he doesn’t. Instead Luke gives us the details of Jesus’ homecoming to Nazareth, His 

preaching, His quasi-acceptance that quickly turned to murderous rejection.  

  Jesus’ Nazareth experience reveals what the Gospel is, what it demands, why so many reject it and why some receive it. 

It reveals Jesus’ priorities and values and what are to be our priorities and values as His Church.  

  The study of this text is a spiritual eye-opener both for the contemporary church and for the average Christian. Sadly, 

the reaction in Nazareth to Jesus is identical to the reaction of much of Christiandom to New Testament Christianity. 

What most think is normal for the church is foreign to the Bible. Too often we’re just going through the motions. Worse, 

many are “Christian” without Christ. So what can we learn here?  

 

1. God’s Word and preaching must be our priority. What would happen if Jesus came to preach at Grace Church of 

Burlington? How would we respond? Well, Jesus has come to preach at Grace Church of Burlington through His Word. 

His word is for us just as surely as it was for this synagogue in Nazareth 2,000 years ago.  

  Jesus is back in His hometown. He’s in church, He’s in the synagogue. He’s in the assembly He grew up attending 

every Sabbath day, every week. And He's got a word for them. How would you have expected them to respond?  

  Are you shocked, as Luke means us to be, by the response of this congregation who’d grown up knowing Jesus and 

who’d heard about His deeds and wonders and His proclamation, and who were impressed with His speaking? Were you 

shocked at their response to what He had to say? What in the world did Jesus say to them to make them so angry? How 

in the world could anybody have dealt with Jesus in this sort of way? 

  What we find in this passage is “small town boy makes good.” Today, we’d say, “Jesus is a rock star.” He’s the Tony 

Romo of Nazareth. And Jesus teaches us that…  

  a. Consistent weekly worship is to be a priority for the child of God. “And He came to Nazareth, where He had been 

brought up. And as was His custom, He went to the synagogue on the Sabbath day…” (vs. 16). Here's Jesus and what's 



His habit? What's His practice in His faith walk? What’s His custom? It's to be in the Lord's house every week. Now if 

Jesus needs to be in the Lord's house, what does that say about us? Does what we do here, does worship and church 

attendance have eternal ramifications? Does it need to be a priority?  

  Most Christians don’t believe that. What would happen to you at work if you treated your job like you treat attending 

worship? If you focused as much at work, or were as faithful in your work attendance, as you are with worship? How 

would your children do in school if you made sure they were in school as often, and it was important as them attending 

weekly worship?  

  So why don’t we get excited about worship? What does it say about our hearts? Our relationship with the Lord? 

Values? Our gratitude for the Cross? 

  When something is important to us, are we late? Do we rush in? Rush out? Do we pray and think about it beforehand? 

Afterwards? What does it say about us when we check worship and meeting with God off our “to do” list and think, 

“Well, I’m glad that’s over with for the week.”  

  As was His custom. Do you think that Jesus heard a few boring sermons? That He maybe knew more than the preacher? 

If anyone had the right to think that He didn’t need to go to worship, it was Jesus. Weekly worship attendance is 

foundational for a life that pleases God. It was Jesus’ custom, it must be ours. It powerfully shows Jesus’ humility.  

  Often our happiness in a church has far less to do with the church that we are in than what we do in that church. If you 

come to worship God and be with God’s people, to submit to His Word, you’re going to grow and learn and honor God. 

If you’ve come with a narcissistic drive and think that church is all about you, you’re going to be very disappointed.  

   Reader’s Digest had a story of a woman who always made it to church every Sunday morning with her six children in 

tow, all a bit rumpled but nevertheless on time. One woman was scarcely able to get just her one child ready, so she 

asked how her friend managed her brood so efficiently.  

"Easy," she replied with a smile. "I dress them the night before."  

  Jesus and His church were so important to that woman, she was willing to do whatever was necessary to get her family 

there and to get them there on time. There’s a reason why church is so important to Jesus – the Church is the Body of 

Christ. We’re part of Him. The Church is the Bride of Christ. We’re precious to Him and He wants His Church to be 

precious to us. Not the bricks and mortar building we worship in, but the body of believers that we are, the Bride of 

Christ that we were “purchased” to become. 

  b. The preaching of God’s Word is the church’s most important “program.” “And He stood up to read.  And the scroll 

of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written…” The average 

Christian, the typical church, even the average pastor has no idea what the biblical purpose or priority of the church is 

supposed to be. Let me give you some tragic examples of that.  

  * The focus of the church isn’t numbers. Most are enamored with numbers. It’s about getting the biggest crowd, 

getting your picture on the cover of Christianity Today, or being invited to preach at Willowcreek. But if that’s true, 

Jesus should have let them make Him king as they wanted to do and started a church right after the feeding of the 5,000.  

  * The focus of the church isn’t the band. For some attending church, it’s almost an erotic experience. Some churches 

have bands that could go on the road. Interestingly, the Bible barely mentions music as related to the church. It’s one of 

the reasons that I believe multisite churches are unbiblical. They always have a live band but pipe in the preaching. 

That’s a values statement.  

  * The focus of the church isn’t the program. You’ll attend some churches where it’s a sermonette. Or, the folk endure 

a pep talk. But that church has great programs. Usually, it’s a children’s program. Now if children or teen programs are 

so critical, shouldn’t the Bible have at least mentioned them? Well-meaning Christian parents will even send their 

children to a church that’s weak doctrinally because it has a good program. The focus of Scripture is to make 

disciples…of the parents so they raise godly children….and you do that through…. 

  * The focus of the church must be the preaching of God’s Word. Now there’s nothing wrong with numbers. There’s a 

book in the Bible called Numbers. We should have great worship music and great programs, but all of those must be 

subsidiary to the preaching of God’s Word. It’s God’s Word that has authority and power. Everything else at best is 

muddled.  

  Jesus was a preacher. He didn’t do sermonettes on how you can have a better handle on your finances or have a great 

marriage or family. That’s why the Puritans were fond of saying that “God only had one Son and He made Him a 

preacher.” Our focus must be God’s Word.  

  It’s my prayer and profound hope that God’s Word matters to you, that you leave here each week wanting to dig 

deeper. That you take the questions on the bottom of the insert on the sermon and work through them as a family. The 

Bible says “faith comes by hearing.”  

  Ours is a day when people are more interested in a dialogue than a monologue. At Grace, we’re fervently committed to 

being a Bible teaching, preaching church. Our opinions don’t matter. Only God’s authoritative Word matters. Our 



message, our number one priority is “thus says the Lord.” That comes from the exposition and proclamation of the Word 

of God.  

  Now some of you are thinking, “you’re only saying this because you’re a preacher.” Turn back a few pages in your 

Bible to Mark 1:38 (p. 837). “And Jesus said to them, ‘Let us go on to the next towns, that I may preach there also, 

for that is why I came…’.” Preaching was central for Jesus.  

  Typically, a synagogue service began with prayer. They might sing a psalm. Then, there was the reading of Scripture. 

That would be followed by the preaching of God’s Word and ending with the benediction.  

  Do you remember the preaching? Is there a sermon you remember? What was the best sermon that you heard? For 

some, it’s the sermon that God used to bring you to saving faith in Christ. For others, it’s when God worked in your heart 

to take some significant steps forward in your walk with Jesus.  

  This is foundational to our Savior’s success and ours. He preached the Word of God and preached in the power of the 

Spirit. It’s the foundation for an effective ministry. It’s why praying for Spirit-empowered communication of biblical 

truth at our Sunday prayer meeting, or praying for our church in your Bible studies is so important. God’s Word must be 

powerfully and clearly proclaimed. Wonderfully, God’s Word and the Spirit are available to anyone, but Jesus possessed 

it in a unique way and to the fullest measure.  

 

2. God’s Word gives us our ministry plan. “And He stood up to read. And the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to 

Him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written, ‘The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because He has 

anointed Me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent Me to proclaim liberty to the captives and recovering of 

sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor’.”  

  Don’t you think that the synagogue was packed that day? The hometown boy has come back. Luke writes that He stood 

up to read.  

  Now their services were a bit different from ours. You’d stand for the reading of the Scriptures and then sit when you’d 

preach. Jesus stands in authority as the Bible teacher. The scroll of Isaiah is handed to Him. Until Gutenberg invited the 

printing press, books of the Bible were hand-copied on scrolls – think long, rolled up documents. There were no chapter 

or verse divisions, which indicates that Jesus knew the Bible very well…He knows exactly where He wants to go 

because He’s studied God’s Word.  

  Throughout his bestselling book, Outliers (picture) Malcom Gladwell repeatedly mentions the "10,000-Hour Rule", 

claiming that the key to success in any field is, to a large extent, a matter of practicing a specific task for a total of around 

10,000 hours. That’s what it takes to be an expert, to be world class whether you’re a musician or a teacher or a preacher. 

Jesus has spent a lot of time studying God’s Word. He’s world class. 

  Verse 18 succinctly summarizes Jesus’ ministry. Five pictures depict the desperate condition of needy sinners whom 

God seeks to rescue from hell. Sadly, most, particularly the religious in this world, think of themselves as rich, free, 

healthy and unhindered. But until we receive the salvation that Jesus offers, in reality we are poor, prisoners, blind and 

oppressed. These metaphors then graphically depict our utter lack of any spiritual resources to extricate ourselves from 

our dire and deadly dilemma because of sin. It’s only through Jesus’ work of salvation that any of us can be rescued.  

  An important side note here. This passage and similar ones are the foundation of what’s known as Liberation 

Theology. Liberation theology is a movement that interprets Scripture through the plight of the poor. According to 

liberation theology, our focus as Christians must be to work toward a just society, bring about social and political 

change, and align ourselves with the working class. It teaches that as Jesus was poor and focused on the poor and 

downtrodden, any true church will give preference to those who have historically been marginalized or deprived of their 

rights. All church doctrine then is to grow out of this perspective of the poor. Defending the rights of the poor is seen as 

the central aspect of the gospel.   

   Because of its alliance with Marxism, liberation theology has long been repudiated by the Catholic Church yet has seen 

a resurgence with Pope Francis (picture). Mainline churches take a liberation theology approach to the gospel. Black 

liberation theology is preached in churches like Jeremiah Wright’s (picture) Trinity United Church of Christ. 

Remember, he was President Obama’s pastor who was so extreme that Obama distanced himself from him? This warped 

view of Scripture is why black pastors support the riots in Baltimore. They see riots as a tool to accomplish the goals of 

black liberation theology. A related theological movement is feminist liberation theology. It views women as an 

oppressed group that must be liberated. Even some evangelicals, like Jim Wallis (picture), have bought into liberation 

theology as the purpose for the church.  

  Liberation theology is a counterfeit of true Christianity. It replaces the gospel and message of salvation based on faith in 

Jesus' death with one focused on salvation through political and social reform. Salvation is reduced to the goal of 

freedom from oppression in this life. Liberation theology allows the gospel to be swallowed up by social concerns.   



  On a surface level, most Bible-believers see the biblical flaws in liberation theology. While we may be at odds 

philosophically and politically but when our priorities are more focused on political/social issues than the gospel, we’ve 

succumbed to an adulterated form of liberation theology. 

  So do we need to care for the poor, believe slaves should be liberated, medical care should be provided for those who 

can’t afford it? Yes, but the gospel is our focus, our first and foremost priority. Political and social change must always 

be secondary. They’re also fruits of the gospel but Satan continually tempts us to make them the root, to focus on the 

outcome of the gospel rather than the gospel. But soon, if you do that, you lose the gospel. That’s what happened to 

organizations like the YMCA, most mainlines, even the Salvation Army. Because even if you meet the physical needs of 

the poor, if they don’t accept the gospel, what have you truly accomplished?  

  Please understand, the gospel does have powerful social implications, not so much for society, as it does for how we, 

the redeemed community, approach others and social structures. Compassion, concern, love, justice, truth and service are 

to be concretely expressed by the church, just as they were evidenced in Jesus. That’s why God’s Word gives us our 

ministry plan. In fulfilling Isaiah’s prophecy, Jesus preached to five types of people.  

  a. Jesus plan brings good news to the poor, “He has anointed Me to proclaim good news to the poor.” The poor were 

often disdained. Wealth was considered a sign of God’s blessing. While some may regard the poor as beyond the pale of 

salvation, Jesus’ words indicate that God has opened a way of salvation and a means for them to belong to the family of 

God.  

  The word “poor” can cover poverty of every kind. The emphasis here is on moral and spiritual poverty, which is often 

the lot of the financially poor. Tragically, the rich are less likely to be aware of their spiritual poverty (Rev. 3:14-22). 

The Greek word here for poor is the same word Jesus used in the first beatitude, “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for 

theirs is the kingdom of heaven” (Matthew 5:3). It literally means “someone who is unable to care for himself.” It’s only 

those who realize that they’re poor – financially, morally, spiritually – who are open to Jesus plan and accept the good 

news of the gospel because they realize they’re in a desperate spiritual situation.  

  The Bible teaches that there are two kinds of rich people and two kinds of poor people. There are the righteous rich like 

Abraham, Job and Barnabas. They work hard. They’re smart with their money. They realize that they’re stewards and 

use it to advance Christ’s kingdom and for His glory. The Bible always commends them. The unrighteous rich are those 

who hoard, they cheat, they steal from God, they don’t give, they’re not generous.  

  Then, there are the unrighteous poor. Proverbs speaks of them as lazy or sluggards. They won’t work. They believe in 

entitlements and that someone else should take care of them. There are also the righteous poor. The Bible always 

commends them. They’re hardworking, honest, simple folk. Joseph, Jesus’ adopted Dad is a wonderful example of the 

righteous poor.  

  Ours is a world where you are what you drive, where you live or what you wear. Jesus says that without salvation, 

you’re destitute no matter what you drive, where you live or what you wear. That’s why He brings good news to the 

poor. Apart from the gospel, we’re all indigent. Yet, those who receive the gospel have heaven’s treasures and are truly 

rich, eternally wealthy. Sadly, the Church today usually neglects the poor, yet they are frequently, because of their plight, 

often much more open to the gospel. 

  b. Jesus plan brings liberty to the captives, “He has sent Me to proclaim liberty to the captives.” America, the land of 

the free, is probably more imprisoned than at any other time in its history. We have a recovery or 12-step group for every 

malady, from Alcoholics Anonymous, Crystal Meth Anonymous, Clutterers Anonymous, Neurotics Anonymous, 

Sexaholics Anonymous, to Workaholics Anonymous. While we’re self-selecting captives, we’re still captives. That’s 

why Jesus came to set us free.  

  Those who are most imprisoned often are those who think they’re really free. They’re not. We’re a nation that screams 

for freedom and doesn’t realize that it’s imprisoned. That’s what Paul wrote of in 2 Timothy 2:25-26, “God may perhaps 

grant them repentance leading to a knowledge of the truth, and they may come to their senses and escape from the snare 

of the devil, after being captured by him to do his will.”  

  Jesus came to set people free from all kinds of bondage. Many in Israel were looking for Messiah to come and set them 

free from Rome but Jesus is speaking of a greater freedom. In John 8:32, Jesus said, “and you will know the truth, and 

the truth will set you free.” It’s only in the gospel that we have true freedom, that we can be free from sin and our 

appetites. The word “liberty” means “forgiveness.” Jesus sets prisoners free by paying the penalty for their violation of 

God’s law through His sacrificial death. Charles Wesley expressed that in his magnificent hymn, O For a Thousand 

Tongues, “He breaks the power of cancelled sin, He sets the prisoner free.” You are not free until you are forgiven!  

  c. Jesus plan brings sight to the blind, “and recovering of sight to the blind.” Listen to the media, watch TV or a 

movie and you see spiritual blindness. Why is it that some are so opposed to the Gospel? Why is it that some, whose 

lifestyle is unscriptural, can’t understand their rejection or that their debauched disobedience is repugnant to a holy God?  
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  The answer is very simple – spiritual blindness. 1 John 2:11 alludes to it, “But whoever hates his brother is in the 

darkness and walks in the darkness, and does not know where he is going, because the darkness has blinded his eyes.” 

Did you catch that? “the darkness has blinded his eyes.” Spiritual blindness is the inability of a person to understand or 

comprehend spiritual truth. They may be able to fully understand some facts, many things in life that are true. But a 

spiritually blind person is incapable of comprehending or perceiving the true meaning of spiritual truth.  

  If this isn’t your regular experience, please broaden your circles to include more unbelievers that you can engage. But 

say that you’re having a conversation with someone about salvation or spiritual truth or biblical morality. They become 

angry and accuse you of being narrow minded, hateful or a bigot. Be honest. How do you handle that?  

  Too many of us get angry when the biblical response should be compassion. Think about this. Do you get mad at a 

disabled person for being disabled? Do you think, “What an idiot, why can’t you walk, why can’t you see, why can’t you 

hear?” That’s just cruel. How then can we who have had our eyes opened by Jesus become incensed at those who are 

spiritually blind?   

  Jesus plan is to open the eyes of the spiritually blind. You and I, like the Apostle Paul, are sent to open their eyes. Jesus 

told him, “I am sending you to open their eyes, so that they may turn from darkness to light and from the power of Satan 

to God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins and a place among those who are sanctified by faith in Me” (Acts 

26:17-18).  

  d. Jesus plan brings freedom for the oppressed, “to set at liberty those who are oppressed.” The root idea of 

“oppressed” is “broken in pieces” or “shattered.” Jesus came to those squashed by life, who see no way out, who find 

living itself to be an oppression – and Jesus gives them freedom.  

  Oppression is experienced by those who have no hope. It’s someone who’s married to an addict or abuser. It’s being 

trapped in a difficult job where you feel like throwing up before you go to work, but you need the job. It’s having your 

spouse serve you with divorce papers or having an affair when you had no idea there was a problem. It’s a teen trapped, 

constantly bullied and they think it will never end. It’s freedom for those who suffer under emotional, verbal or physical 

abuse. It describes those under spiritual oppression, like someone who’s been involved with the occult.  

  Jesus came to set us free. Malcom Muggeridge wrote, after coming to Christ in his later years, “All other freedoms, 

once won, soon turn into new servitude. Christ is the only liberator whose liberation lasts forever.”  

  Jesus cares for those who are oppressed. He has come to set them free. It may not be in this life but one day all 

oppression will cease. Until then, we’re not alone. His grace is sufficient. Jesus Himself endured oppression as He went 

to the cross and by His Spirit He speaks to our wounded hearts.  

  e. Jesus plan brings solvency to the insolvent, “to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor.” Jesus’ Jewish audience knew 

exactly what He was referring to. But for most of us, we’re  unclear exactly what Jesus is saying. “The year of the Lord's 

favor” referred to the Year of Jubilee that took place every fifty years under the Old Covenant. Leviticus 25:10 “And you 

shall consecrate the fiftieth year, and proclaim liberty throughout the land to all its inhabitants. It shall be a jubilee for 

you, when each of you shall return to his property and each of you shall return to his clan.”  

  All debts were forgiven. Slaves set free. It’s a spiritual picture of the time of God’s salvation. Jesus not only proclaims 

the good news as God’s anointed prophet. He is the good news, the One who would offer Himself as God’s sin-bearer, 

the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world, the One who pays our sin debt. He’s speaking of the dawning of 

the age of Grace. We live in the age of Grace, whereas these Jews had been living in the age of Law. The age of Grace 

began with Jesus’ first coming and will conclude with His second coming.  

Conclusion: What Jesus said next is one of the most amazing statements in Luke’s gospel and one of the most radical 

claims that Jesus ever made, “Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.”  

  He’s announcing the fulfillment of Isaiah’s prophecy. He’s the Messiah – Messiah has come. The Suffering Servant has 

arrived, bringing salvation. All the things God had promised began and would be fulfilled. But Jesus doesn’t finish the 

passage in Isaiah. 

  As we bring all this together, turn to Isaiah 61:1-2a (p. 620), “The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because 

the Lord has anointed me to bring good news to the poor; he has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim 

liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to those who are bound; to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor, 

and the day of vengeance of our God…” Currently, we’re in the age of Grace. It will soon end. After that, judgment. 

That last phrase will be fulfilled.  

  Why didn’t Jesus finish the sentence? Because Jesus’ coming is a two act drama. The Old Testament prophets saw the 

Messiah coming to save and to judge. They anticipated them coming together and happening at the same time. They 

didn’t know what we know – Jesus will come twice.  

  But the second coming will be a coming of Judgement. If you don’t accept His grace and forgiveness now, in this age 

of Grace, if you don’t accept Him as your Savior today, you’ll face Him as your Judge at His 2nd coming. 



  That’s why our mission must be the gospel, focusing on true needs, spiritual and eternal needs. If we get sidetracked 

from the mission, eternity hangs in the balance.  

  Today – salvation has come. If you reject Jesus today, you may not have another opportunity to receive Him. Rejection 

of the gospel can be final and fatal! The phrase, “in your hearing,” points to the availability of the good news. If you’re 

hearing it, it’s being offered to you. The word “today” points to its urgency. Today is the day of salvation. You may not 

have tomorrow.  

  Newlywed BASE jumper, Amber Marie Bellows, (picture) plunged 2,000-feet to her death in front of her terrified 

husband after her parachute failed to open. She was killed after leaping from the 7,276-foot peak of Mount Kinesava in 

Zion National Park in Utah. It took less than a minute to fall 2,000 feet. What do you suppose she thought about in that 

minute? Did she cry out to God?  

  My friend, if you’ve not trusted Christ as Savior and Lord, you’re right where Amber Bellows was, free-falling toward 

eternity, but you won’t fare well when you hit. Jesus offers right now to release you from the downward pull of your sin 

that’s plunging you toward God’s judgment. If you will respond by receiving Him as Savior and Lord, then rather than 

going His way and leaving you, Jesus promises, “I will come in to him and dine with him and he with Me” (Rev. 3:20). 

My friend, will you come to Jesus today?  


