
One of my favorite actors is Tom Hanks (picture). A few years ago he starred in a 
movie called,Castaway. Many of us have seen it, but for those who haven’t, it’s the story 
of a Fed Ex executive named, Chuck Noland. The Fed Ex plane Noland is on crashes 
into the Pacific. He’s the only survivor and finds himself alone, stranded as a castaway 
on a deserted island. Ultimately, he’s trapped there four long years until some wreckage 
that washes up on shore makes it possible for him to build a raft and escape. 
  As you can imagine, early on in his island isolation, loneliness sets in. It led Noland to 
take a volleyball which had washed up on shore and turn it into a companion he named 
“WILSON.” As the years on that island passed Noland talked to WILSON all the time 
and imagined WILSON talking back. They’d even have arguments and later reconcile. 
When Noland is finally able to build a raft and leave the island, he sails through a 
vicious storm but “WILSON” is washed overboard. At this point in the story Noland 
grieved as if a real human friend had died. He fell into deep despair over his loss. 
  One reason the film was so successful was that everyone can identify with its main 
message: We all need someone. We all need friends…even celebrities, those famous 
people who are always surrounded by people are still lonely. Oscar-winning actress 
Anne Hathaway (picture) confessed, “The thing that I’m most worried about is just 
being alone without anybody to care for or someone who will care for me.” Joss 
Whedon, (picture) director of both of The Avenger movies said, “Loneliness is about 
the scariest thing out there.”Famed scientist, Albert Einstein, (picture) wrote, “It is 
strange to be known so universally, and yet to be so lonely.” Award winning author, 
Ernest Hemingway, “I live in a vacuum that is as lonely as a radio tube when the 
batteries are dead and there is no current to plug into.” Marilyn Monroe 
said, “Sometimes I think the only people who stay with me and really listen are people I 
hire, people I pay.” How tragic! 
  It’s not just that we want friends, we actually need them to survive. According to an 
article in Slate Magazine, studies of elderly people and social isolation concluded that 
individuals without adequate social interaction were twice as likely to die early. The 
increased mortality risk from loneliness is comparable to that of smoking and twice as 
dangerous as obesity. Social isolation impairs immunity. Apparently, we have a 
“minimum daily requirement” of friendship. All this goes to show that, as the Book our 
Creator gave us says, “It is not good for man to be alone.” (Genesis 2:18) God designed 
us to live relationally-connected lives. He wired us with a desire to know and be known, 
to love and be loved, to serve and be served. 
  As we continue our series in Luke today, we’re going to look at one of the greatest 
friends’ stories in Scripture. It wonderfully shows that Friends carry Friends and the 
most important place that you can carry your friends is to Jesus. Please turn to Luke 
5:17-26 (p. 861). To help our friends find forgiveness, to help them find eternal life, we 
must bring them to Jesus who alone has the authority to forgive sins. 
  What a colorful story this is. Here’s a paralyzed man, a quadrapalegic whose friends 
were so determined to see him healed, they tore open a roof and lowered their friend 
down through the roof as Jesus spoke in a crowded home. If we stop and imagine this 
scene, it’s hilarious. Mark tells us that it happened in Capernaum. Peter lived there and 
Mark, who got his information from Peter, is the most elaborate in describing these 
friends digging through the roof. If this was Peter’s house you can imagine how he, not 



to mention his wife, felt to have his house jammed with people, only to see four guys dig 
a hole through his roof to let their friend down in front of Jesus! 
  In that day roofs were often supported by one or more beams. Smaller timbers used as 
joists were spaced out and covered with brush. The final covering was made of mud 
mixed with straw, which was beaten and rolled. 
  Can you picture these men prying up this mud mix roof until they see light below? By 
now, “up on the roof” is getting some attention from the crowded listeners below. Pieces 
of dried mud are falling on those under the widening hole. When a huge hole has been 
opened, the men above improvise ropes and begin to lower the pallet carrying a very 
trusting paralyzed man. Down they lower it into the center of the room. In spite of the 
press of people, space is made for the pallet until it rests on the floor right in front of 
Jesus in the middle of His sermon. 
  As a preacher, I find the story humorous because I can relate to the problem of dealing 
with distractions while you’re preaching. As Jesus was speaking, some of the people in 
the front row began feeling dirt raining down on their heads. As they looked up, they 
saw a patch of daylight through the ceiling. As they kept looking, it grew until they saw 
four sweaty-faced men who proceeded to lower this guy on a stretcher right in front of 
Jesus. How do you stick to your message when that happens? I once had a man come 
running down the aisle, yelling at me to stop preaching. A pastor friend had a man walk 
up to him in the middle of his sermon, hand him a video tape, telling him that it showed 
the horrible things that the government was doing. 
  Jesus had a minute to think about His response. He shocks everyone by saying to the 
paralytic, “Friend, your sins are forgiven.” Think how it must have startled the four guys 
on the roof. One of them had his head down through the opening so he could hear. The 
other guys are asking, “What did Jesus say?” He relayed, “He said that his sins are 
forgiven.” “His sins are forgiven! Didn’t He heal him? You mean we went to all the 
trouble of digging this hole in the roof and letting him down just so he could get his sins 
forgiven? We want him healed!” 
  But it ticked off the religious leaders in the audience. Luke tells us that they weren’t just 
locals, they had come from “every village in Galilee and Judea and Jerusalem” (5:17). 
They weren’t there to be blessed by Jesus’ teaching. They’re on a mission, on official 
business, to check out this popular young upstart and catch Him in some heresy. And 
Jesus gave them their money’s worth! His words were deliberately calculated to create 
a dilemma from which these Pharisees couldn’t escape without admitting that Jesus 
was God in human flesh. He said to this paralytic, “Friend, your sins are forgiven.” 
  By bringing their friend to Jesus, these men were being the best kind of friend there is 
in this world. Today we want to talk about how we can be that kind of friend. Before we 
look at this great story, we need to take a step back and look at verses 15-16 because 
they set the stage. Most preachers and commentaries skip right over them. But they’re 
foundational if you and I are going to be Friends who carry our friends to 
Jesus. That’s because… 

  

1. You can never be the friend you should be unless you regularly meet with your 
most important Friend. “But now even more the report about Him went abroad, and 
great crowds gathered to hear Him and to be healed of their infirmities. But He would 



withdraw to desolate places and pray” (vss. 15-16).Jesus’ example is s-o-o-o un-
American. What do we do when we get busy, when the plate gets full and we feel 
overloaded? We either cut back or completely cut out our time with the Lord. 
  Despite all of the activity, Jesus seeks time with His Father. Rather than fanning the 
flames of His popularity and doing more, Jesus cuts back and does less. Ouch! What a 
powerful example for us as His followers! 
  Think how busy Jesus was. He’s just healed a leper, an incurable disease. This was a 
day before there was a hospital on every corner. As soon as the word got out, “Hey, this 
man Jesus can heal anyone. And He heals with no co-pay, no deductible, no two day 
follow-up.” The line got really, really long. So what is Jesus going to do? Is He going to 
pour Himself out 24/7, 365 days a year? No, Jesus does something most of us don’t 
know how to do, would never do, something very unexpected. It’s the last thing we’d 
expect Jesus to do. “He would withdraw to desolate places and pray.” The NIV renders 
this, “Jesus often withdrew to lonely place to pray or be alone with the Father.” The line 
is going around the building and Jesus leaves town. 
  The Greek word translated “withdraw” is in the imperfect tense which suggests 
continued action or established habit. While the power of Jesus’ word and healing are 
displayed in public, the secret of the power in His ministry is that Jesus would escape to 
spend time in prayer. It becomes a rhythm of his life: minister to the people and then 
withdraw to pray and talk to his Father. The disciples see His prayer life and remember. 
Gradually and especially after Jesus’ ascension, they learn to pray the same way. 
Jesus' rhythm needs to be our rhythm, too. Pray and do, pray and minister. 
  So much of our world is about time management. What we have here is energy 
management. Jesus pours Himself out yet He recharges His spiritual batteries by 
spending time with His Father. Very few believers strive to imitate Jesus in this matter of 
private devotion. There’s abundance of doing, talking, reading, giving, serving, teaching, 
preaching. Rarely is there much private prayer. Most of us aren’t careful to spend time 
alone with God. We’re so obsessed with doing, we neglect times of quietness alone with 
the Lord. 
  Is it any wonder that while we have so much spiritual machinery, so many churches 
and ministries, yet so little is produced, so few conversions, so few who repent and turn 
their lives over to Christ? The answer is short and simple. It’s right here. There’s not 
enough private prayer. There’s not enough time away with the Lord. J.C. Ryle wisely 
observed, “The cause of Christ does not need less working, but it does need among the 
workers more praying…The most successful workmen in the Lord’s vineyard, are those 
who are like their Master, often and much upon their knees.” 
  Do you want to be a great friend? Do you want to be a great spouse? A great parent? 
Grandparent? Pray first and then do. Private prayer is the root of spiritual power and 
faithful service to the Lord. 

  

2. Our friends’ greatest need is our greatest need, and everyone’s greatest need – 
to be forgiven!Let’s pick up the story again in verse 17, “On one of those days, as He 
was teaching, Pharisees and teachers of the law were sitting there, who had come from 
every village of Galilee and Judea and from Jerusalem. And the power of the Lord was 
with Him to heal. And behold, some men were bringing on a bed a man who was 



paralyzed, and they were seeking to bring him in and lay him before Jesus, but finding 
no way to bring him in, because of the crowd, they went up on the roof and let him down 
with his bed through the tiles into the midst before Jesus.  And when Jesus saw their 
faith, He said, “Man, your sins are forgiven you.” Jesus’ response is shocking! Luke 
means it to be. Here’s this poor, paralyzed man being dropped in the worship service, 
right in front of Jesus in the middle of the sermon. 
  It’s obvious that his big need, his main need is for physical healing. He’s fated to being 
a beggar. He’s totally dependent on others to carry him anywhere he needed to go. He 
couldn’t dress himself or take care of his bodily functions. 
  So what’s up with Jesus? Is He blind? The first words out of Jesus’ mouth are, “Friend, 
your sins are forgiven.” Sure, to heal the man’s body would have made his life easier 
but without healing his soul, he would have died and faced God’s righteous judgment. 
His main need was forgiveness of sins, not physical healing. When you see people, 
when you see people in need, when you see your family and friends – do you see their 
greatest need? 
  Forgiveness of sins isn’t just another option, thrown in with the total benefit package of 
the abundant life. Do we believe the Bible’s message about death and eternal 
judgment? If it’s correct, what’s the greatest need? Forgiveness is the greatest need of 
every person! 
  People don’t primarily need their marriages fixed. They don’t primarily need their 
emotional problems resolved. Economic assistance isn’t their greatest need.  People 
need to know with assurance from God that their sins are forgiven. All other needs are 
secondary. As Jesus taught on another occasion, “What profit is it to gain the whole 
world and lose your soul?” (Matt. 16:25). There’s something much more important than 
having a healthy body and plenty of money. It’s having God forgive your sins. The main 
point of this narrative is that the problem of sin, though not as apparent as paralysis, is 
the fundamental problem of humanity that Jesus came to solve. 
  Don’t you hate to see your family or friends suffer? We must see this! Sometimes a 
crisis, a severe problem—a health problem, an emotional problem, a family problem, a 
financial catastrophe—can be the best thing in the world for us. Misery is a blessing for 
a lost person. It certainly was for this man. Later on, he’d look back on his paralysis and 
thank God for it. Because if he’d never been paralyzed, he never would have begged 
his friends to carry him to Jesus. He never would have heard those words, “Your sins 
are forgiven.” With the psalmist, he could say, “Before I was afflicted, I went astray, but 
now I keep Your word” (Ps. 119:67). 
  Jesus wasn’t necessarily implying that the man’s paralysis was the direct result of his 
sins. It could have been. There are people who have broken bodies or lives because of 
sin. In opposition to the rabbis of His day, Jesus taught that while all suffering is due to 
the fall of the human race into sin, not all suffering is due to specific sin on the part of 
the individual.  
  Jesus knew that the main need of every sinner is not to get our health or emotional or 
financial or whatever problems solved. Those problems should drive us to seek God. 
When we do that, it becomes clear that our main problem is our alienation from Him due 
to our sins. 
  But there’s a condition. The only condition mentioned is, “seeing their faith.” Whose 
faith did Jesus see—the four friends’ or the paralytic’s? Both. God can’t forgive 



someone based on someone else’s faith. If the sick man hadn’t had faith, he wouldn’t 
have let himself be brought at all. He certainly wouldn’t have consented to reach 
Christ’s presence by so strange and, to him, so dangerous a way. Our friends’ 
greatest need is our greatest need, and everyone’s greatest need – to be forgiven! 

  

3. Real friends really care. Evangelist J. Wilbur Chapman (picture) observed that the 
New Testament tells of 40 people, each suffering from some disease who were healed 
by Jesus. Of that 40, thirty-four of them were either brought to Jesus by friends or He 
was taken to them. In only six cases out of 40 did the sufferers find their way to Jesus 
without any encouragement or assistance from their friends. Chapman then noted that 
of the vast number of people who find their way to Jesus today, most of them reach Him 
because their friends cared enough to bring them to Him. The vast majority of 
individuals come to Jesus because a friend introduced them to Him. 
  They didn’t Google Him. It wasn’t an ad or the Yellow Pages, or some big event. No, a 
friend invited them to church and they met Jesus. Surveys show over and over again 
that something like well over 90% of unchurched people would come to church if they 
were simply invited. And the number one reason that people stay at a church is 
because their friends are there. 
  Probably these four friends (Mark 2:3 tells us there were four) were motivated more by 
their friend’s physical need than they were by his spiritual need. But their actions in 
getting around this crowd by letting their sick friend down through the roof is a great 
example of how we should do all we can to bring our needy friends to Jesus. They had 
the qualities of real friends. 
  They loved their friend. How they loved their friend! How do we know? They were 
willing to be inconvenienced, they took a risk, they exerted themselves for their friend. 
Their love overcame some daunting obstacles. 
  They wouldn’t be put off by an unyielding crowd. Out of love they temporarily 
“vandalized” someone else’s property to achieve their end. They ignored the criticism 
and judgements of others. We don’t know if this man was a friend or family. One thing is 
certain, they cared about him. Their love was the first reason for the deliverance he was 
about to experience. This is how it was with them and how it is with God too, for God so 
loved the world that He made the ultimate sacrifice for us. He dug, so to speak through 
the roof of the world, and lowered His Son down so Jesus could die for our sins. 
  Our own family and friends will very unlikely ever know the loving, healing touch of 
Jesus unless you and I have the kind of love that rips open roofs to speak. If we truly 
love those around us, we’ll pray regularly and fervently for their salvation. We’ll risk 
being judged as fools in our efforts to win them to Jesus. If we’re not praying, if we’re 
not prying open any roofs, are they really our friends? Do we really love them? 
  They had conviction. They had the firm conviction that Jesus was the only hope that 
their friend had. It’s the conviction of Peter when he boldly declared, “And there 
is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among 
men by which we must be saved” (Acts 4:12). 
  Do we really believe this? Do we really believe Jesus is the only way? Do we really 
believe Hell is real and anyone who doesn’t know Jesus is going into a Christless 
eternity? Or, is that just “church stuff” that we mime, yet never act on? The importance 



of the conviction that Jesus is the only way can’t be overstated. When we really believe 
something, we act on it. 
  They were creative. “Hey, why not the roof?” Homes back then often had an outside 
stairway leading up to a flat roof. These men believed, “Where there’s a will, there’s a 
way.” If there was a closed door, they found an open roof. If you can’t reach somebody 
one way, try another way. 
  For most of us, just being friendly would open doors. Personally, I try to memorize 
people’s names. Work at learning what people are interested in. 
  They had a sense of urgency. Couldn’t they have waited until the crowds dispersed? 
There was always tomorrow. They could have told their friend, “It must not be God’s 
timing.” But these men knew that their friend needed help, so they didn’t let the crowd 
stop them. While we can’t force the gospel on people, we should communicate the 
urgency of eternal matters: “Now is the day of salvation” (2 Cor. 6:2). 
  They were persistent. Once they had their friend on the stretcher, there was no 
stopping them. But they could have told their friend, “It must not be God’s timing.” 
Instead, they started climbing and digging. Nobody in this room would have a job, if you 
quit looking for a job with the first “no.” 
  Their faith was sacrificial. If you want to reach people for Christ, you’re probably 
going to sacrifice some material things, including a perfect house. You’re going to have 
to cut back on your “To Do” list. Your carpet may get coffee or food stains on it. Your 
kids’ toys may get broken. 
  I’m not suggesting that you let people run wild and destroy your home. That’s not good 
stewardship. But does what we own belong to Jesus? Is it good stewardship to not buy 
someone lunch or not to have people over because you want to preserve everything? Is 
your home some museum? Or, is it a missionary outpost for the Kingdom? Who’s time 
is it really? 
  Want to know one of my big sacrifices? Keeping my mouth shut. I’m as opinionated as 
the next guy. I learned a long time ago that it’s better to be an encourager and an 
affirmer to build bridges for the gospel, than it is to be a critic. By God’s grace, I work at 
keeping my trap shut for the Kingdom. 
  They cooperated. This was a team effort. It took four men to get this one man to 
Jesus. It’s often the case. Rarely does it take just one encounter with just one believer 
to win someone to Jesus. It’s why a local church, a family of believers is important. It’s 
great when several people work together in bringing a common friend to the Lord. It 
almost always takes more than one. 
  We see in the lives of these four friends how Christ’s power is unleashed on the world 
– through love, conviction, creativity, persistence, a sense of urgency and 
sacrifice. Real friends really care.   
  Yet, what almost kept their friend from coming to Jesus? The church crowd. They were 
in the way. Sadly, too often, it’s the church crowd that hinders lost people from coming 
to Christ. That’s because… 

  

4. The truly handicapped ones were the ones who thought they had their act 
together. “On one of those days, as He was teaching, Pharisees and teachers of the 
law were sitting there, who had come from every village of Galilee and Judea and from 



Jerusalem. And the power of the Lord was with Him to heal…. And the scribes and the 
Pharisees began to question, saying, ‘Who is this who speaks blasphemies? Who can 
forgive sins but God alone?’” This is the first mention in Luke’s Gospel of the Pharisees. 
We’re going to see them a lot. They were there with the Scribes (or “teachers of the 
law”), sitting on the front row. Sitting is a position of authority. Others deferred to them 
because of their position in the culture. While it’s a standing room only crowd, they’re 
sitting. They’re there for one purpose, to check out this young upstart and critique 
Jesus. So here they all are on the front row, laptops open, looking for free Wi-Fi, ready 
to live blog and Twitter this thing and give their professional opinion of Jesus. 
  The word, Pharisee, comes from a Hebrew word meaning “to separate.” Unlike the 
Saducees, who tended to be wealthy, they’re part of the middle class. They’re orthodox. 
They were legalists who were always adding to the Law of Moses. Sadly, they were the 
rule makers, yet notorious rule-breakers. 
  And they’re the theological conservatives. They believed in the authority of Scriptures, 
the resurrection, angels. But they demonstrate something very tragic. One can have the 
right theological position, the right beliefs and even moral behavior – and have 
absolutely no relationship with God. 
  What a humorous sight it must have been to watch these prim, proper and very proud 
teachers as the roof starts dropping on them. Can’t you just see the teachers below, 
scrambling to get out of the way of falling debris? 
  The special guest “drops in” and Jesus says, “Man, your sins are forgiven you.” Now 
they’re ticked. If they’d had some wood and fire, they’d have burned Jesus at the stake 
on the spot. They didn’t care about the paralytic. They didn’t get out of the way so that 
his friends could bring him to Jesus. They didn’t help lower him to the ground. They 
don’t care whether he’s healed or not. But they’re incensed that Jesus has the audacity 
to pronounce a man’s or any man’s sins forgiven. Forgiveness of sins is something 
which only God can do, they reasoned, and rightly so. 
  You see, they’re right. The answer to their question is the simplest one. Jesus can 
forgive a man’s sins because He is God. He’s not a good man or a great teacher, He’s 
God. Jesus all along intended to heal the paralytic, but this healing was to be a teaching 
tool. Our Lord asked a simple question, “Which is easier, to say, ‘Your sins have been 
forgiven you,’ or to say, ‘Rise and walk’?” It’s easier to say, “Your sins are forgiven.” The 
reason is because there’s no visible proof that sins have been forgiven. One can make 
such a statement without having to prove he’s done it. But to command a paralyzed 
man to walk means there better be proof. Jesus set this up to show that He has both the 
power to forgive sins and to make the paralyzed to walk. 
  With this, our Lord commanded the paralytic to get up, to pick up his pallet, and go 
home. And he did. Imagine it. The pallet which seconds before carried him in, he now 
carried home under his arm. What a delightful burden this must have been. I wonder if it 
made it all the way home, or whether he dumped it in the dumpster outside the house. 
He left the house, glorifying God, and so did all the rest, all the rest with the exception of 
the Pharisees and the teachers of the law. They’re still stewing about the “blasphemy” 
uttered by our Lord. We’re going to meet the Pharisees again but they bring to a head 
three problems for me. 



  1. They believe sin is out there. And that’s most of us. We believe that sin is “out 
there.” But it’s in here. It’s in my heart. It’s in your heart. I’m the worst sinner that I 
know…and so are you, if you’re honest. 
 2. They’re proud and uncompassionate. They’re so full of themselves that they didn’t 
care about this poor man. They didn’t marvel at his friends’ love or his healing. They’d 
have preferred that he’d stayed paralyzed than mess with their theology. 
   3. My biggest problem with the Pharisees is the Pharisee in me. Martin Luther 
rightly said that religion is the default mode of the human heart. This past week, like 
most of you, I’ve been nauseated with the Bruce/Caitlin Jenner Love Fest (picture) as 
the Vanity Fair picture has blitzed across the media. Please understand, there’s nothing 
wrong about outwardly expressing your disgust at sin. The problem is that I struggle 
with not being disgusted with media talking heads and Bruce Jenner. I find myself 
getting angry at sinners rather than sin. Then, I start cherry picking sins and sticking my 
pharisaical nose up in the air, and I forget that Jesus died for me when I was at my 
absolute ugliest state. As Tim Keller so powerfully writes, “The gospel is this: We are 
more sinful and flawed in ourselves than we ever dared believe, yet at the very same 
time we are more loved and accepted in Jesus Christ than we ever dared hope.” You 
and I become Pharisees when we forget that Jesus died for Bruce Jenner and us. We 
all need the same Savior. Is what he did wrong? Yes, but the only One sinless is the 
only One who could say,“Your sins are forgiven.” The truly handicapped ones were 
the ones who thought they had their act together. 

  

Conclusion: I loved the movie Castaway. The most amazing thing to me about the 
movie was that in those years stranded, never once does Chuck Noland pray. He 
attempted suicide but never prays. The ending is very sad. It’s an existential one. 
Though he’s been “rescued,” in the end, Chuck Noland is as lost and alone back in 
civilization, back among people, as he ever was when he was a Castaway. 
  You and I are surrounded by castaways, though they don’t even know it. Many of them 
are very religious. They’re wearing the garb of Pharisees but they’re still lost. Even the 
Church is full of Pharisees, full of their own righteousness, coming with a heart of 
skepticism, watching for something they don’t agree with to pounce on. If you’re a 
Pharisee, you’ll find it and you’ll go away convinced you’re right and Jesus has nothing 
to offer you. 
  But if you’ll come to Jesus as needy in soul as this paralytic was in soul and body, 
believing that Jesus truly can forgive your sins and reconcile you to the holy God, you’ll 
go home forgiven, rejoicing and glorifying God. 
  Although they meant it critically, the Pharisees asked the right question about 
Jesus: “Who is this man?”(5:21). The fact that He could speak the word and heal this 
paralytic should have answered their question: He is God in human flesh. It’s a question 
each of us must face. If you answer it as the Pharisees did, you’ll die in your sins. If you 
answer it as the paralytic and his friends did, you will know the joy of God’s gracious 
forgiveness. 
  One more observation and we’re done. One of the biggest problems with Christians is 
that we fail to share the good news about Jesus with others. We’re too selfish with the 
gospel. 



  Recently, I read of a man who was taking a course in first aid. He attended the 
classes, read the books and was learning a lot about providing medical aid to those in 
need. One evening, he told his class he actually had the opportunity to use his first aid 
training that week. He said, “I heard a terrible crash in my front yard, and when I walked 
out on my front porch I saw that a car had run into a large tree. I could tell the driver was 
hurt – it wasn’t pretty. But because of my training, I knew exactly what to do. I sat down 
on the front steps and put my head between my knees so I wouldn’t faint.”  
  Too often that’s us. We know the cure but we’re only applying it to ourselves. We 
aren’t using our biblical knowledge to help others. We aren’t carrying our friends to 
Jesus. The bottom line is that you’re either actively bringing people to Jesus, or you’re 
basically just coming, sitting, listening and going home. 
  As one African proverb says, “There is only one crime worse than murder in the 
desert, and that is to know where the water is and not tell.” We who know Jesus know 
where the living water is. Let’s tell our friends, so that they can find forgiveness. So who 
are you carrying to Jesus? Who are you going to tell today? Who are you going to tell 
about Jesus this week? What kind of friend are you? Friends carry Friends to Jesus. 
  Maybe you’re the friend who needs to come to Jesus to have your sins forgiven? He’s 
still in the forgiving business. Will you come to Him today? 
 


