
It’s a boy! Did you hear the news? On June 1st a dolphin calf (picture) was born at the 
Shedd Aquarium to Pacific white-sided dolphin, Piquet, 3 feet long and 28 pounds. In 
August of 2012, a baby beluga whale (picture) was a media sensation when it was born 
at the Aquarium. 
  While it may have happened, I’ve never heard of a shark being born in captivity. 
Dolphins and whales can be tamed and trained. Sharks are untamable (picture). 
They’re one of the most feared and hated of all of God’s creation. They’re predators, 
underwater eating machines. Can you hear the theme to Jawsplaying? 
  Calling someone a shark is an insult. A shark is someone who takes advantage of 
others for personal gain, especially by fraud or trickery. If you’re at the beach and 
someone yells, Shark!, everyone clears out of the water. People dodge and despise 
sharks. Yet, in Luke 5, that’s exactly who Jesus calls to come and follow Him, a shark! 
  Jesus’ outreach to outcasts continues. This time He reaches out to a social pariah, 
rather than someone physically handicapped, Luke 5:27-32 (p. 861). 
  This event is so important that each one of the synoptic Gospels, Matthew, Mark and 
Luke, record it. Luke and Mark name this person, this tax collector, Levi. Mark calls him 
Levi, the son of Alpheus. But in the gospel of Matthew, when he names this tax 
collector, he’s talking about himself. At some stage evidently, Levi received a new 
name, Matthew, much as others in Scripture received new names – Simon who became 
Peter, or Saul who became Paul. When the gospel writers list out Jesus’ disciples, they 
call him Matthew. But he was a Shark before he became one of Jesus’ Sheep. 
  A shark is the last person we’d have thought would follow Jesus. This dramatic 
incident answers the question of whose sins Jesus will forgive, how low He will go to 
rescue someone. Jesus saves someone at the very bottom—a shark, a hated despised 
tax collector. Tax collectors were at the bottom of the bottom. Levi is about the last 
person Jesus should have reached out to. 
  Do you have a shark list? Who’s on it? Who would you have a hard time reaching out 
to with the gospel? Are there some it wouldn’t really bother you if they went to Hell? It’s 
hard for you to reach out to them? Gangbangers? (picture). Feminists? (picture) Kids 
with sagging pants? (picture). Liberals? (picture). Snobby rich people? (picture) 
Welfare abusers? (picture) ISIS terrorists? (picture). Who’s on your shark list? Please 
understand, if you have a list, you’re a Pharisee. Pharisees are shark haters! 
  Jesus’ example of loving sharks teaches us as Christians, as the church community, 
that we must seek and associate with sharks. That outcasts are part of our mission, 
even if there are some who frown upon such friends. We must see ourselves as 
missionaries, just like Jesus. Jesus is a missionary going into culture. Most Christians 
only see mission work as being done by professionals or happening outside of the 
country in a faraway land. If you’re a believer, God called you to be a missionary. That’s 
not just going across the world, most of the time it just means going across the street. 
We’re to be part of Jesus’ mission team of turning Sharks into Sheep. And at one time, 
we, too, were sharks. Every sinner has a past; every saint has a future. 
  Jesus is very clear about His mission. He didn’t come to call the righteous, but sinners 
(sharks) to repentance. This mission is so crucial that I’d venture to say that if you don’t 
understand it, you probably aren’t a Christian in the true sense of the word. 
  If you believe that Jesus saves pretty good, basically moral, church-going people, you 
don’t understand the gospel. If you think that someday when you stand before God, 



He’ll let you into heaven because you did your best, been regular in attending church, 
given money to the church, never intentionally hurt anyone, then you’re in for a rude 
awakening. And if you don’t care about the sharks around you, those who don’t know 
Jesus, it’s possible you don’t know Jesus. This rescue story and Jesus’ words here 
should jolt us into rethinking our understanding of the Christian faith. If you’re taking 
notes… 

  

1. Jesus sees what we don’t see. During the American Revolution they were called 
Tories. In Nazi occupied France, they were called Vichy. Israel had been invaded and 
conquered by Rome. Roman soldiers were hated. But the most hated group aren’t 
foreign soldiers. The most hated are fellow Jews who work for the enemy, serving them 
and turning against their own countrymen. They were the tax collectors. That’s who Levi 
was. He’s a traitor, a scab who crossed the line. 
  If you get a letter from the IRS, how do you feel? Do you get a pit in your stomach? 
What if you mixed the Mafia with the IRS? Imagine if the IRS not only collected taxes, 
but did so with Mafia-like techniques? They just show up one day with their two shady, 
beefed up goons. In a gravelly, Godfather voice, they tell you to “Pay up!” Those were 
the tax collectors of Jesus’ day. 
  There were two kinds of tax collectors, the Gabbai and the Mokhes. The Gabbai were 
the general tax collectors. They collected property tax, income tax and the poll tax. The 
rates were set. Everyone had to pay the same amount of taxes. But the Mokhes 
collected duties on imports and exports. Do you like paying tolls when you drive through 
Chicago? A Mohke could set up a toll booth anywhere. You’d be walking down a road 
you’d been using for years and one day a Mokhe sets up his toll booth, and starts 
charging people for using the road. If you had a cart, he could charge you for each 
wheel. If the cart is pulled by an animal, that’s extra too. If you had packs or bundles, he 
could tax you for each pack, whatever he wants to charge. 
  There were two kinds of Mokhes – Great Mokhes and Little Mokhes. A Great Mokhes 
stayed behind the scenes and hired others – the Little Mokhes – to collect the taxes for 
him. Zacchaeus was probably a Great Mokhe. Luke 19 calls him a chief tax collector. 
Great Mokhes were hated but it was the Little Mokhes who were despised the most. 
He’s the guy who did the dirty work. He’s a despised bureaucrat who sets up random 
toll booths on roads and bridges, charging whatever he wants. If you couldn’t pay, he’d 
loan you money but at exorbitant rates. He often hires henchmen. Mohkes were 
considered so despicable, they weren’t allowed to be a witness in a Jewish court. It was 
believed they couldn’t tell the truth. They were excommunicated from the synagogue. 
They’re the scum of Jewish society. They’re classified with thieves, adulterers and 
prostitutes. And Levi is a Little Mohke, the lowest of the lowest. 
  He lived in Capernaum, the largest city on the lake, and at a crossroads for east-west 
and north-south trade. He had a flourishing business. It’s also the hometown of Peter, 
Andrew, James and John. With their fishing business they’d probably had their share of 
run-ins with Levi. 
  Biblical scholar and historian, Alfred Edersheim, thinks that Levi followed Jesus about 
and taxed the crowds who came to hear Jesus teach. Imagine if you came to church on 
Sunday and there’s an IRS agent standing outside, writing down names and social 



security numbers to see if you paid your taxes. It’d probably dampen your desire to 
come to church. 
  And then Jesus saw him. Understanding how much Levi is despised, we can 
appreciate the drama in this description of his encounter with Jesus. “Jesus went out 
and saw a tax collector named Levi, sitting at the tax booth” (vs. 27). They’d probably 
seen each other before, maybe as Levi stood at the fringes of crowd listening to Jesus. 
Perhaps they’d even talked privately about spiritual matters. But now Jesus stopped 
and takes a good look at Levi. The word that’s translated Jesus “saw” conveys more 
than a passing glance. It’s “a calm, continuous contemplation.” Such a look from Jesus 
probably made Levi nervously wonder, “What does Jesus want from me?” 
  Jesus saw beyond a life marred by sin. He saw hope, a future sheep, a recorder of the 
gospel, a disciple, evangelist and a rescuer of souls. 
  What do you see when you see a shark? One of “those people”? A sinner, a liberal, a 
gay, a greedy business tycoon? Jesus sees a lost soul. We’d have dodged Levi. We’d 
never accept his friend request on Facebook. Remember that sad scene 
from The Help whenan uninvited lady shows up at their little tea party. All the other 
socialites hide, acting like they aren’t even home. 
  Worst of all, maybe we don’t see them at all. We’re so busy snapping selfies of our 
own lives that we’re oblivious to lost sinners, sharks around us. How we need Jesus’ 
eyes! Jesus sees what we don’t see. 

  

2. Jesus saves who we wouldn’t save. Someone said that Levi was probably the man 
who taught Peter to swear. 20% of all the fish caught were collected as taxes at the port 
of Capernaum. For Peter and everyone else, Levi, was public enemy #1…except for 
Jesus. “And [Jesus] said to him, ‘Follow Me’.” 
  What’s really significant is that Jesus summoned Levi. The leper had gone looking for 
Jesus. The paralyzed man was carried to Jesus, but Jesus “went out and saw a tax 
collector sitting at his tax booth.” He took the initiative; He went to Levi’s office, to the 
most despised man in town. He seeks out this traitor, extortionist, unclean man, and 
then Jesus called Levi to follow him. 
  But there were lots of righteous and religious people in Capernaum that day. There 
were good folk, decent people who helped their neighbors. Fine heads of families who 
didn’t fool around or cheat on their wives, who were present in the synagogue every 
Sabbath. Yet, Jesus bypassed all of them to call a slime ball crook, the most hated man 
in town, to become His disciple. 
  Would we have done this? Probably not. We go for the beautiful, the popular. We’d 
have gone for the handsome, wealthy, athletic and influential. We’d have called them, 
especially at the beginning. We’d want the image of our movement to be attractive. We 
wouldn’t want lowlifes to be disciples. 
  Please don’t miss the strangeness of the choices God makes of those who are going 
to be His disciples. No one is called because of their goodness. Paul reminds believers 
in Corinth who the Lord calls. “For consider your calling…not many of you were wise 
according to worldly standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 
But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak 
in the world to shame the strong; God chose what is low and despised in the world, 



even things that are not, to bring to nothing things that are, so that no human 
being might boast in the presence of God…as it is written, ‘Let the one who boasts, 
boast in the Lord’.” (1 Cor. 1:26-31). So Jesus choosing Levi wasn’t some aberration, or 
some off day decision. That’s how God works and Jesus chose other sleazy people who 
were equally as bad, if not worse. 
  Who do you have a hard time reaching out to? Our language often shows our spiritual 
frivolousness. There’s a word we throw around, with little thought. You’ll often hear 
heaven bound saints say, “What the Hell?” or post WTH. We’re horrified by the 
beheadings by ISIS. Can you imagine someone saying, “What the beheading?” or 
posting WTB. It’s repulsive. Should we be so casual about a place of eternal fire, 
judgement and separation from God? 
  Maybe we don’t reach out to the ones that Jesus does because we don’t really believe 
they need saving from anything, much less Hell? Do we really believe those who 
trusting in anything other than the Gospel will go to Hell? 
  Jesus saves who we wouldn’t save because He sees what we don’t see, but should. 
Jesus saw a future, a disciple and witness. His rescuing of Levi should so encourage 
us. There’s no one beyond the grace of God, not Levi, not that person who you struggle 
not to hate…not even you! 

  

3. When Jesus saves someone there is undeniable evidence. If someone tells you 
that they’re a fisherman, you expect _____ (fish)? If someone tells you that they’re a 
mechanic, you expect them to ________ (fix cars)? If someone tells you they’re an 
accountant, you expect them to be able to ____ (add)? So if someone says, “I’m a 
Christian,” there should be evidence. 
  “And leaving everything, he rose and followed Him. And Levi made Him a great feast 
in his house, and there was a large company of tax collectors and others reclining at 
table with them” (vss. 28-29). Levi had a lot to leave but like all true followers of Christ 
he left it all behind. He gave up the sinful structures that had been his life. Once he left, 
he could never go back. 
  What we have here is repentance. Repentance means that there’s a definitive break 
with the old life of sin, no matter what the cost. We must let go of everything that stands 
in the way of going with Jesus. Money was Levi’s idol and he left it. When someone is 
truly saved, they leave their idols. 
  At the same time that Jesus calls us away from sin, He also calls us to follow Him, as 
Levi did. When Luke writes of how Levi followed Jesus, he uses an active participle. 
That typically indicates continuous, ongoing action. In other words, when Levi got up to 
follow Jesus, it was for the rest of his life. Interestingly, Matthew’s own account of his 
following Jesus omits any mention of his leaving everything behind. To me it’s just a 
further indication of the change in his life and his humility. It’s possible too that at this 
time, Jesus gave Levi a new name, Matthew, which means “the gift of God.” 
  Recently, it’s been reported that Shia Labeouf (picture) became a Christian. I don’t 
know. If it’s true, there will be evidence. It won’t be a fad. Levi became a real disciple 
and truly followed the Lord Jesus from that time on; no turning back. It wasn’t some 
emotional spasm he later regretted, ultimately turning his back on the Messiah and 
returning to his tax table, acknowledging sheepishly that he’d been silly in going through 



that brief religious phase, dismissing it with the words, “Never again.” There have been 
number of people like that. Some are famous like singer, Bob Dylan (picture). The 
radical change in Levi is evidence that he’s a true Christ- follower. If Jesus is truly your 
Savior, it shows and everyone will know it. 
  a. We’re sacrificial, “he left all.” It was total. He must have been the richest of the 
disciples but he could never go back. They’d never take someone back at the tax office 
who’d abandoned his commitment. It was sacrificial and final. Our culture loves to 
picture Jesus being with sinners but it doesn’t know what to do with sinners leaving their 
sin. 
  b. We’re joyful, “And Levi made [Jesus] a great feast in his house.” Feast means big 
party. He’s celebrating! He’d met Jesus. He’d just left everything and he’s celebrating. It 
shows how happy he was. Coming to know Christ is a great reason to party! 
  How do you view repentance? Most of us think of repentance as some negative 
necessity. You’ve got to do it to get out from under God’s judgment, but life won’t be fun 
anymore. Yet, Jesus links repentance with great joy, both in heaven and on earth. 
Repentance ushers us into the full banquet of God’s abundant mercies. We’re filled with 
gratitude to our gracious Lord. We should view repentance as a delight because of all 
its benefits, not some obligatory duty that deprives us of any fun and pleasure. Satan 
has fed us a line about the Christian life, telling us that we must sacrifice all the joy to 
follow Christ. But the opposite is true. The only lasting joy is found in being forgiven by 
Him and being in fellowship with Him. 
  Levi puts on the banquet for Jesus. He’s the guest of honor. Without Him, there would 
have been no celebration. Joy is a fruit of the Spirit. There’s something wrong when a 
Christian looks like they’ve just had a root canal. 
  c. We’re generous. This was a “great feast.” It’s big and expensive. It indicates Levi 
lived in a big house. But he’s just lost his job. His generosity has purpose. He wants to 
honor Jesus and introduce his friends to Jesus. Can I point out though that it wasn’t 
practical? Nor was it planning for his future and retirement? Generosity is always a step 
of faith. Because if it fits with the budget, if it’s practical, it doesn’t qualify as generosity. 
If Warren Buffet throws a big bash, no one calls it generous. He can afford it. 
  Most Christians don’t struggle with generosity. We rarely get there. We struggle with 
giving, long before we ever get to generosity. Why? We trust gold more than we trust 
God, so we reason that we better hang on to it. 
  Because we take our salvation for granted, we struggle with gratitude. When we’re 
overwhelmed with love and gratitude, we’re generous. If you love someone, you don’t 
count pennies. When you’re grateful, you look for ways that show it. 
  d. We’re compassionate, “and there was a large company of tax collectors and 
others reclining at table with them.” J. C. Ryle said, “A converted man will not wish to go 
to heaven alone.” It should never satisfy us that we’ve found Jesus and that we’re safe. 
When you’ve met Jesus, when He’s revolutionized your life, you want to share Him with 
your friends. There’s something terribly wrong when we don’t want to tell others or have 
no burden to tell our friends about what Jesus has done in our life. 
  They’re reclining at the table. It indicates a big meal and a long dining experience with 
lots of opportunity for meaningful conversations, just as Levi intended it. When he saw 
his friends talking to Jesus, his soul overflowed with joy. It’s not just about the party, but 
who’s invited to it. 



  When Jesus gets a hold of your soul, you’re consumed with introducing your friends to 
Jesus. Maybe you don’t have friends. John Wesley said, if we don’t have friends, we 
make friends just so we can introduce them to Jesus. 
   Someone called this “a sinner for dinner kind of campaign for evangelism.” It’s a great 
strategy for evangelism. Jesus Himself invented it, modeled it and showed how to do it. 
How long has it been since you had unsaved friends over for a meal for the purpose of 
evangelistic bridge-building? We’re to be friends to sinners. Matthew brought them all in 
and was rejoicing. He was consumed with compassion for his lost friends. 

  

4. An indication that someone doesn’t know Jesus is spiritual pride and 
judgmentalism. This would be a happy place to end, but it’s not where the story ends. 
What would a party for Jesus be without the party poopers of the gospels? For the 
Pharisees, sitting down with someone at a meal was an indication of full acceptance. To 
eat with “sinners” then was a betrayal of God and the Jewish culture. “And the 
Pharisees and their scribes grumbled at His disciples, saying, “Why do you eat and 
drink with tax collectors and sinners?” For them it’s a betrayal like joining ISIS. 
  Human beings are inherently religious. In every other religion other than biblical 
Christianity, man achieves salvation by his own efforts. Buddhists seek nirvana by the 
following the Eightfold Path. Muslims hope to enter Paradise by following the Five 
Pillars of Islam. Jehovah’s Witnesses seek to earn eternal life by their own morality and 
door-to-door proselytizing. Most “Christian” churches teach that you go to heaven 
because you’re a good person. But the Bible teaches the exclusivity of Jesus Christ, 
that there’s only one way to receive right standing with God, by believing the Gospel. 
We are not and cannot ever be good. Jesus Christ, the perfect Son of God died for our 
sins on the cross so that a holy God could forgive us. By the time of Jesus, the religion 
of Israel had degenerated into a form of works righteousness and empty ritualism. 
  The Pharisees were right. Those dining with Jesus were sinners. But where they were 
wrong is that they didn’t realize that they too were sinners. Like the Pharisees, 
invariably, those who view themselves as righteous, compare themselves with other 
sinners, not with a holy God. 
  The Pharisees looked at tax collectors and those who weren’t scrupulous about 
keeping Jewish rituals and thought, “We’re better than these people.” They looked at 
things outwardly, not as God looks, at the heart. Later, Jesus confronts them with this 
hypocrisy when He said, “You are like whitewashed tombs which on the outside appear 
beautiful, but inside they are full of dead men’s bones and all uncleanness”(Matt. 
23:27). If we try to impress one another, we can put on a good show. But while people 
can’t see our corrupt hearts, God can. 
  And here’s the grave danger. It’s easy for us, as believers to forget we’re sinners. 
Justified, yet, but in and of ourselves, weak and vulnerable. We begin to think that 
sinners are “out there,” not in the church. The church becomes some elitist club of 
spiritual snobs that few on the outside want to join, even if they could. We stop seeing 
ourselves as we really are apart from Jesus’ righteousness applied to our lives because 
of the cross and God’s grace. The Pharisee is not someone outside the church, but 
inside it. It’s very tempting to have a critical spirit, thinking we’re righteous because we 
maintain a particular lifestyle of Christianity. We judge and criticize “sinners,” rather than 



being personally involved with them or reaching out to them. It’s common to use the 
protection of the innocence of our children as a rationalization for our isolationism. While 
we may protect our children from the evil out there, we can’t isolate them from the sin in 
ours and their hearts. 
  The Pharisees despised sinners. They were unwelcome in the synagogue. We need to 
ask, how welcome are sinners at Grace? How welcome are skateboarders, those with 
sleeves of tats, ACLU members at Grace Church? 

  

5. Jesus can only heal those who first admit that they’re sick. Can you imagine a 
doctor’s office with a sign out front that says, “We don’t treat sick people!”? That’s how 
useless a Christian or a church is that’s unwilling to reach out in compassion to sinners. 
  Recently, I read the testimony of a woman who visited a woman’s Bible study. Her life 
was one big mess. She was a single mom, had multiple boyfriends and was hooked on 
pills. In her desperation she went to a Bible study. When she came back the second 
time, the pastor and one of the women Bible study leaders asked her to leave and not 
return as long as she was living in sin. In desperate tears she called the suicide hotline 
at another church for help. She wept as she talked to the counselor and said, “I know 
I’m a sinner, isn’t there some place a sinner can go?” They took her in, showed her 
compassion, and she wonderfully came to Christ, was saved and is now living for the 
Lord in real joy and victory. 
  As Jesus confronts the arrogant Pharisees, He lays out two arguments against their 
false premise that He shouldn’t associate with sinners. “Those who are well have no 
need of a physician, but those who are sick. I have not come to call the righteous but 
sinners to repentance.” 
  a. The argument from medicine. His first argument is based on the realities of 
medicine. Healthy people don’t need a doctor. It’s the sick who need to see the doctor. 
The same principle applies in the spiritual world. Those who are spiritually healthy don’t 
need a spiritual physician, only those who are spiritually sick. What sort of doctor 
spends all his time with healthy people? 
  b. The argument from purpose. Jesus came to save the lost from their sins. “I did not 
come to call the righteous, but sinners.” It’s a common theme in Jesus’ teaching and in 
His actions toward people. Continually, there’s compassion and mercy. He wept over 
Jerusalem’s hardness of heart. His consistent call was like that He gave to the woman 
caught in adultery, “Where are your accusers? Neither do I accuse you. Go and sin no 
more.” Jesus never excused sin, yet He always extended grace to the sinner who 
admitted his/her condition. 

  

Conclusion: What can we learn? What’s God telling us? We must never underestimate 
God's power in transforming sinners. Who’d have thought that this greedy, hardhearted 
tax collector would become a disciple and write the first Gospel? Imagine what the other 
disciples must have thought when Jesus called Levi! Or, what the early church thought 
when the Lord called Paul! Jesus is in the business of calling those whom the world 
thinks to be the most unlikely candidates for salvation. We must be careful never to 
despair of anyone’s salvation, no matter how entrenched in sin they appear to be. God 



loves to do the “impossible.” It is to His glory to save the most desperately wicked and 
He’s still doing it today! 
  Let me close with a powerful example of a modern day Levi. Almost two decades ago, 
Rosaria Champagne Butterfield (picture) was an English professor at Syracuse 
University who wanted nothing to do with Christianity. She believed that Christianity was 
damaging to society. She was a radical feminist, involved in a lesbian relationship and 
lived with her partner. But in 1997, Rosaria decided to research why Christians were 
opposed to homosexuality. She began looking into the Bible, in the meantime, she 
submitted an article to a local newspaper refuting the Christian organization Promise 
Keepers, which serves to help men have strong marriages and families. “The article 
generated many rejoinders, so many that I kept a Xerox box on each side of my desk: 
one for hate mail, one for fan mail,” Rosaria recounted. “But one letter I received defied 
my filing system.” It was a letter was from a pastor in Syracuse named Ken Smith. Ken 
asked her why she believed the way she did and how she knew that she was right. 
Although she threw the correspondence away, deciding not to respond, she later fished 
it out of the recycling bin and put it back on her desk. Rosaria states that the pastor’s 
words tugged at her heart and conscience for a week. 
  “I had seen my share of Bible verses on placards at gay pride marches. That 
Christians who mocked me on Gay Pride Day were happy that I and everyone I loved 
was going to Hell was clear as blue sky. That is not what Ken did. He did not mock. He 
engaged,” she explained. “So when his letter invited me to get together for dinner, I 
accepted.” 
  Rosaria became friends with Pastor Smith and his wife and began to take a genuine 
interest in the Scriptures. “I tried to toss the Bible and all of its teachings in the trash — I 
really tried,” she said, noting that at about the fourth pass through, something gripped 
her. “[T]he Bible got to be bigger inside me than I. It overflowed into my world.” Later, 
she felt compelled to attend services at Pastor Smith’s church. “I fought with everything 
I had,” she admitted, explaining her mindset as she sat in the pews. “I did not want this. 
I did not ask for this. I counted the costs. And I did not like the math on the other side of 
the equal sign.” 
  But Pastor Smith’s sermon on understanding the will of God struck her powerfully. “I 
wrestled with the question: Did I really want to understand homosexuality from God’s 
point of view, or did I just want to argue with Him?” Rosaria recalled. “I prayed that night 
that God would give me the willingness to obey before I understood.” And one day, she 
gave up fighting against God. She came to Christ on His terms instead of her own, and 
let Him have everything. “I was a broken mess,” Rosaria said. “Conversion was a train 
wreck.” Today, Rosaria is married to a pastor, is a homemaker and a mother of four. 
She is also the author of The Secret Thoughts of an Unlikely Convert. “Conversion put 
me in a complicated and comprehensive chaos. I sometimes wonder, when I hear other 
Christians pray for the salvation of the ‘lost,’ if they realize that this comprehensive 
chaos is the desired end of such prayers,” she writes in a description of her book. 
“Often, people asked me to describe the lessons that I learned from this experience. I 
can’t. It was too traumatic. Sometimes in crisis, we don’t really learn lessons. 
Sometimes the result is simpler and more profound: sometimes our character is simply 
transformed.” 



  As a church, we dare not imply, “Good people only; sinners not welcome.” Because 
Rosaria’s story is Levi’s story and it’s our story. Every sinner has a past; every saint has 
a future. 
  Jesus did not come to call good people, but sinners to repentance. If you think of 
yourself as a good person, you should be alarmed. Jesus Christ only saves bad people, 
sinners, and never pretty good people. But if you confess, “I am a sinner,” you have the 
promise of Scripture that “Christ died for the ungodly.” If you’ll repent and believe in 
Jesus Christ, trust that He died for your sins, you’ll know the joy of having Him dine at 
your table, and of seeing Him use you to share the gospel, His good news with other 
sinners. 
  And like Levi the former tax collector, if you’ve been rescued, you’re now part of God’s 
shark transformation team. God has placed sharks in your life that He wants to 
transform into sheep. Who are the sharks in your life that He’s called you to reach? 
 


