
The Dream Team Looks Like a Nightmare 
 

When you hear the words “Dream Team,” what comes to your mind? If you’re a sports 
fan, it’s probably this (picture). The original Dream Team was the U.S. Olympic 
Basketball team that won the gold medal at the 1992 Olympics. They were a 
phenomenon, both on and off the court, dominating the competition, beating all eight 
opponents by an average of 44 points.  
  This was the very first U.S. Olympic team to include NBA stars. "It was," said Coach 
Chuck Daly, "like Elvis and the Beatles put together. Traveling with the Dream Team 
was like traveling with 12 rock stars. That’s all I can compare it to.” And what a band it 
was. Start with three of the game’s all-time greats: Michael Jordan, Magic Johnson and 
Larry Bird. Add Charles Barkley, as well as seven more NBA All-Stars: David Robinson, 
Patrick Ewing, Karl Malone, Scottie Pippen, Chris Mullin, Clyde Drexler and John 
Stockton (picture). Opponents didn’t have a chance and didn’t care. One player, while 
trying to guard Magic Johnson, was seen frantically waving to a camera-wielding 
teammate on the bench, signaling to make sure he got a picture of him with Magic 
Johnson.  
  Yet, as great as that team was, today we want to talk about an even greater team, a 
very different Dream Team – the twelve apostles. Please turn to Luke 6:12-19 (p. 862). 
Yet, when we look at this team, these twelve men Jesus chose to be the Apostles, the 
key players on Team Jesus. Well, the Dream Team looks like a Nightmare. That’s not 
an accident. 
  Jesus introduces a new world order, even in the very ones He chose to be on His 
team. Today every name on this list has a notable ring, even the least known like 
Bartholomew. But when Jesus chose them, they were a bunch of nobodies. None of 
them was connected, talented, wealthy or educated. They didn’t have a single trait our 
world values. They were just so ordinary. What an encouragement, so are we! 
  These verses are packed with eternal themes that we must learn. Traits like relying on 
God’s guidance, prayer, ministry, serving, leadership and making an eternal difference. 
Lessons which aren’t just for them. They’re for us. They’re vital and foundational. If 
you’re taking notes… 

  

1. Ministering is the foundation of success. Why? Why did Jesus even choose a 
team? If you stop and think about it, it doesn’t make sense…if it’s for Jesus? Jesus is 
the God-man. He created angels. Couldn’t He just have created a team, a very perfect, 
talented and efficient team? 
  Jesus didn’t do that because it’s not just about getting things done. How you get it 
done is more important than getting it done. We find His motive in verses 17-
19: “And [Jesus] came down with them and stood on a level place, with a great crowd of 
His disciples and a great multitude of people from all Judea and Jerusalem and the 
seacoast of Tyre and Sidon, who came to hear Him and to be healed of their 
diseases. And those who were troubled with unclean spirits were cured. And all the 
crowd sought to touch Him, for power came out from Him and healed them all.” 



  Jesus wasn’t just picking a leadership team, He’s choosing a servant-leadership team. 
What’s the last thing He does for His disciples? He washes their feet, modeling for them 
that we’re called to be humble servants. 
  It’s not about being the boss. It’s about serving. It’s about expanding ministry. The best 
way to train leaders for tomorrow is to teach them how to serve today. God’s plan has 
always been servant-leadership. A pastor is a servant, not a church boss. The 
word deacons literally means servants. 
  My mentor, Dr. David Cummins, spoke out on a local political issue at the Warren, 
Michigan City Council. He pointed out in his remarks that it was sad that the City 
Council sat on a stage up above their constituents, as if they were on mini-thrones, 
when in reality they were servants of the people. 
  Recently, there was a local issue. Sadly, some aldermen don’t seem to realize they’re 
servants of the people. I commented to one that some don’t realize they weren’t elected 
to be the quarterback, but the water boy.  
  While this is counter-cultural, it’s supremely biblical. Our sinful nature craves to be 
served, yet God designed us to find purpose, satisfaction and meaning by serving. What 
are the disciples fighting about on the night that Jesus washed their feet? Who’s 
number one! Who’s going to be served! 
  Can you imagine how much your marriage, your family environment would change if 
everyone was crawling over one another to serve? You never had to ask anyone to do 
the dishes or take out the trash? Can you imagine what our church would be like? How 
God would radically change our hearts? 
  Do you have Jesus’ eyes? Do you see around you all the hurting, needy people? 
Every day we hear of people in desperate need: victims of sin, disease, crime, family 
and personal problems. It’s a scene of extreme neediness. Desperateness is seen in 
verse 19, as they try to touch Jesus, since “power was coming from Him and healing 
them all.” Some had carried loved ones to Him on donkeys or carts on rough, rutted 
roads. Most were Jews. Probably some of those from Tyre and Sidon were Gentiles 
who’d heard of Jesus. Whoever they were and wherever they were from, their sense of 
great need impelled them to overcome the difficulties and get to Jesus. 
  Wherever you go and whoever you encounter, know that that person has great needs 
because the entire human race is under the curse of sin and death. Suffering, hardship, 
and death are the curse on the human race because of Adam and Eve’s sin (Gen. 3:14-
19). As Job lamented, “Man is born for trouble as sparks fly upward” (Job 5:7). The 
suffering, sickness, sorrow, and pain that we all encounter, along with the inevitability of 
death, should cause each of us to realize our own alienation from a holy God and our 
desperate need for reconciliation with Him before we die. Once though we’ve been 
reconciled to God by the cross, we become part of His ministry team, the reconciliation 
team. So are you serving? Are you modeling it for your family? Teaching them to serve? 
Are you partnering with others, a younger believer, mentoring him/her, teaching them 
how to serve? 
  Wouldn’t it have been easier if Jesus had just done it? Isn’t that what we often do and 
tell ourselves, “It’s easier to do it myself”? It is, but it’s wrong. It’s not Jesus’ 
plan. Ministering is the foundation of success. 

  



2. Prayer is foundational for a biblical model of ministry. When you’re faced with a 
major decision, what’s your default mode? I’m not talking about whether you should go 
to Culver’s or Dairy Queen. I’m talking about something important, not common 
sense…because we all know we really should go to Panera. 
  When most of us face an important decision. We talk to the wrong people. We talk to 
our friends, our spouse, and our family. We post it on Facebook. We must learn to start 
with Hebrews 4:16, “Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace that 
we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.” How much do we pray 
about the major decisions of life? How long do we spend communing with God? Billy 
Sunday (picture), the famous evangelist said, “If some people looked at their watches 
when they started praying and when they ceased praying, they would think their 
watches had stopped.” 
Do you know why we don’t pray, why it’s not our default mode? We’ve never made it a 
habit. When Jesus was busiest, He prayed. Luke 4:42, “And when it was day, [Jesus] 
departed and went into a desolate place.” Luke 5:16, “But He would withdraw to 
desolate places and pray.” 
I’m reading 2 Thessalonians in my Quiet Time. I’m rebuked by how often Paul prays or 
asks others to pray. It was his habit. It’s the default mode of the early church. It’s why 
we’re asking you to consider joining a new prayer group we’re starting. We want prayer 
to be the default mode at Grace.  
  Do you want to know why we’re so impotent in the Church today? Turn to Luke 22:44-
46 (p. 882). Jesus has urged us to pray but we’re sleeping. It’s time for us to wake up. 
Please pray for me! Please pray for our leaders! Please pray for our church! 
  Prayer was everything to Jesus. This major decision is saturated with prayer, “One of 
those days Jesus went out to a mountainside to pray, and spent the night praying to 
God” (Luke 6:12). May it be everything to us! Though Jesus is the God-Man, He 
couldn’t live His human life apart from dependent prayer. We’re never more like Jesus 
than when we’re down on our knees. Prayer is foundational for a biblical model of 
ministry. 

  

3. Godly leadership is foundational for God’s work to be done. Jesus spent a whole 
night conversing with His Father because of the type of men that He was looking for. 
These men were called by God. This is very important, ALL of them were the answer to 
Jesus’ prayer, even Judas. 
  A disciple is a learner, an apprentice, while an Apostle is a chosen messenger sent 
with a special commission. While there were many disciples, there were only twelve 
Apostles. 
  So why now? Jesus is facing fierce and increased opposition. Soon He’d be crucified 
for our sins, raised from the dead, and ascend to heaven. Jesus is calling this group of 
men so that He could mentor, so that He could teach and train them to continue on after 
His earthly ministry was complete. 
  a. These twelve men are a continuation of the Old Covenant. That Jesus chose 
twelve isn’t random. How many members are there on the Burlington City Council? You 
probably don’t know. It’s an insignificant number. Every Jew knew there were twelve 



tribes in Israel. The importance is underscored by the addition of Matthias to replace 
Judas after Jesus’ ascension. 
Since Israel’s leaders are apostate, these twelve were to serve as the leaders of the 
new, true Israel of God, the redeemed, believing remnant. Jesus made that connection 
clear when He told the Twelve that they will reign over Israel in the millennial kingdom 
(Luke 22:29-30). Ultimately, their names would be preserved in the very architecture of 
heaven, “And the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and on them were the twelve 
names of the twelve Apostles of the Lamb” (Revelation 21:14). To this day, the Church 
rests upon their ministry. We are “built on the foundation of the apostles and 
prophets” (Ephesians 2:20). Obviously, since a building can only have one foundation, 
their ministry is non-repeatable. 
  b. Men are to be spiritual leaders. Many of Jesus’ disciples were godly women, yet 
Jesus chose twelve men as His Apostles. Today in the Church, 60% of those who 
attend church are women. There are eleven to thirteen million more women in church 
than men. Praise God that the ladies love Jesus, but where are the men? What are they 
doing? Sadly, bad things too often. Or, they’re just spiritually apathetic. 
  In a family who usually chooses a church? The wife. Who has an interest in spiritual 
things? Women. Yet, God has called men to be spiritual leaders. On at least two 
occasions, when we’ve had families leave Grace (and sadly, there are probably more 
where this was true), the husband said, “I like this church and I really want to stay but 
she wants to leave, so we’re leaving.” 
  It’s rare to find a man who’s a devoted Christian. Among young men, it’s virtually non-
existent. Men value success, sports, leisure, money, retirement. They can go on and on 
about Aaron Roger’s passing averages yet ask them what Jesus is doing in their lives – 
silence. 
  Do you know when most men wake up to the centrality of the spiritual? After their kids 
are gone or they’re retired. Sadly, because their children grew up in a nominally 
Christian home, that’s how they raise their children. Too many realize the vital 
importance of the spiritual after it’s too late. 
  We have a great men’s Bible study. Yet, almost every man who attends no longer has 
kids at home. Hey, I get it! I know you’re busy. But in the midst of all the pressure you’re 
under, this is a critical time in your life and in the life of your family. At Grace, I believe 
that we need a men’s Bible study for those with children at home. We’ll start it IF the 
men who need that spiritual support and guidance at this phase of life will come. The 
Bible is clear. God’s plan is for men to be the spiritual leaders in the home and church. 
  c. Those chosen to be leaders were already involved in ministry. “One who 
is faithful in a very little is also faithful in much” (Luke 16:10). If someone can’t be 
trusted with little things, why would anyone give them more responsibility? God will 
never exempt us from the mundane. It’s a vital part of our spiritual character 
development.  
  It’s in the small services that we grow like Christ. Jesus specialized in menial tasks 
others sought to avoid: washing feet, helping children, fixing breakfast, serving lepers. 
Small tasks often show a big heart. The little things in life determine the big things. 
There will always be more people willing to do “great” things for God than there are 
people willing to do the little things. The race to be a leader is crowded, but the field is 



wide open for those willing to be servants. That’s who Jesus chooses to promote – 
those who have demonstrated their faithfulness in serving in the little things. 
  Jesus looks out across His ministry and picks leaders who are already faithfully 
serving. Because if you’re not already faithful, you probably won’t be faithful. It’s 
consistency or what Eugene Peterson calls,“a long obedience in the same direction.” 
  d. Leaders never stop growing. It’s a frightening thing if we begin to coast spiritually. 
If we start thinking, “Yeah, I’ve heard this.” It was vital that they spend time with Jesus, 
in this case, several years. As they grew in their own spiritual walk, they could better 
lead. One of the marks of spiritual maturity is humility; that you know how much more 
you need to grow and learn. 
  e. Leaders reproduce themselves. Jesus spent years with these men because they 
needed intense preparation. Not only are they going to be leaders, they were to 
reproduce themselves. Good leaders know it’s imperative they train others. They’re not 
turf protectors. They trust others and empower them. 
  Jesus’ method then was to train them to train others. It’s the principle of multiplying His 
work through others. Paul told Timothy, “The things which you have heard from me in 
the presence of many witnesses, these entrust to faithful men, who will be able to teach 
others also” (2 Tim. 2:2). 
  Just imagine what would happen if every Christian led just one person to the Lord 
each year, and then also trained that person to reach just one more. It wouldn’t take 
long for billions to hear. Our goal must be to win people to Christ and then disciple them 
so they’ll reach others who will reach still others. If you don’t have a discipling mindset, 
you’ve missed Jesus’ plan. 

  

4. A godly value system is foundational in choosing leaders. When God calls 
ordinary men and women to serve Him, His call is always effectual, regardless of their 
apparent abilities or lack of them. Abraham was a liar but the father of the faithful. David 
is a boy with a sling and giant faith. Moses had a murderous temper. One of the 
supreme glories of God’s call is that our weakness is the opportunity for His power. Our 
ordinariness makes room for His extraordinariness. 
  Have you ever read Oswald Chambers? (picture) “God can achieve His purpose 
either through the absence of human power and resources, or the abandonment of 
reliance on them. All through history God has chosen and used nobodies, because their 
unusual dependence on Him made possible the unique display of his power and grace. 
He chose and used somebody’s only when they renounced dependence on their natural 
abilities and resources.” I love that! Not only does it summarize my own life experience, 
it’s been consistently confirmed by the history of the Church and is powerfully verified by 
Scripture. 
  Chamber’s words should also encourage those who are unusually gifted, because 
even the most gifted don’t have within themselves the abilities to succeed in God’s 
calling. Those God has used have always lived with the reality that they’re but clay in 
the Master’s hands. “He called his disciples to Him and chose twelve of them, whom He 
also designated apostles: Simon (whom he named Peter), his brother Andrew, James, 
John, Philip, Bartholomew, Matthew, Thomas, James son of Alphaeus, Simon who was 
called the Zealot, Judas son of James, and Judas Iscariot, who became a traitor.” 



Thus far in Luke’s Gospel, Jesus’ ministry has mainly been about come and listen, 
come and watch. It’s been exciting with miracles, healings and demons exorcised. His 
disciples watched as great crowds gathered to hear Jesus preach, teach, perform 
miracles, cast out demons, and debate the Pharisees. But here Jesus calls His twelve 
disciples to transition from “come and watch to “go and serve,” even “go and die.” It’s an 
incredibly important transition. Their lives will change forever and the history of the 
world will change with them. 
  What the Church needs are more servant disciples who’ll work, witness and sacrifice 
just as the twelve did. The ball is in our court now. How will we respond? Will we be a 
new generation of faithful servants?What are some important lessons here? 
  a. Spiritual choices of leaders show sanctified optimism. It’s amazing how 
common they were! We wouldn’t have chosen them had we been there. None of them 
are educated in the rabbinic schools. None are part of the influential Sanhedrin in 
Jerusalem. None are successful businessmen, unless you count the formerly crooked 
tax collector, Matthew. At least four were blue collar fishermen. We don’t know very 
much about many of the others. 
This is so important. You don’t have to be flashy or famous or influential to be used by 
God. We all know about Peter, James, and John, but what do we know about James 
the son of Alphaeus, Simon the Zealot, or Judas the son of James? Nothing, really. 
While they weren’t well known or influential as Peter was, they were faithful believers 
who served according to their gifts. And that’s exactly what God requires of you and me. 
  b. Spiritual teams have unity in the midst of diversity. Jesus builds His Church out 
of believers with different temperaments and backgrounds. He unites people who 
otherwise would be enemies. This is a weird team of people who are very different. 
Humanly speaking, it shouldn’t have been a team. John’s young, Peter and the others 
are older. Some are single. Some are married and have kids. Eleven are country boys. 
One’s from the city, Judas. Simon the Zealot hates the Roman government. He’s kind of 
a punk rock anarchist type who wants to overthrow the government. Today he’d be a 
skinhead. Matthew the tax collector is a bureaucrat who works for the government, 
ripping off people. And they’re both on the same team. It’s the anti-government 
anarchist and the IRS auditor. The guy with the gun and the guy in a suit. 
  But when Jesus is the center, you get a weird team. When you’re Christ-oriented and 
not cause-oriented, you get community, not affinity. If you’re cause-oriented, you get 
affinity – that means that all the people who agree with you come together. If you’re 
Christ-oriented, people who disagree on lots of things, come together. That’s actual 
community. It’s a team. 
  What passes for community today is often just affinity. Everybody like me hangs out 
and does what I like. Community though is people totally unlike me, who don’t have 
much in common with me, yet come together with me because we’re Christ-centered. 
It’s all about Jesus and as we’re all walking closer to Jesus as followers, we grow closer 
together and become a team. 
  That’s what’s so cool about Christianity. People in this church, your friends, if you think 
about it you’re like, “My Christian friends, I’d never pick these people. I don’t have 
anything in common with them. But you know what? They love Jesus, I love Jesus, and 
you know what? I love them! And together we make each other more sanctified. 
Together when we serve Jesus, it goes better, so praise God for a weird, diverse, 



collective team of different kind of people.” That’s Jesus. He’s not picking the ones 
you’d expect, He’s picking a bunch of very diverse no names and nobodies. 
  c. Spiritual teams sometimes hurt. Few people are more despised than a 
backstabber, a traitor. Such heinous acts historically resulted in the most severe 
punishments, often the death penalty. The most notorious traitor of all time is Judas 
Iscariot. His name appears last in every New Testament list of the Apostles. His story 
demonstrates that Satan uses people to accomplish his evil designs, yet Jesus knew 
what Judas would do (John 6:64). 
  Judas didn’t look or act differently. If you’d met him, you’d have thought, “What a great 
guy, what a godly man and devoted follower of Jesus.” Jesus through prayer and the 
guidance of His Father, chose Judas to be part of the twelve. God didn’t make a 
mistake. It was part of His original plan. Judas’ evil would be used to bring about God’s 
great salvation for the world. 
  Think about this. Judas saw the miracles, heard the Sermon on the Mount, saw Jesus 
raise Lazarus from the dead, saw Him walk on the sea and was in His loving company 
for three years. It’s a powerful warning to us!  You can have the greatest Christian 
privileges and end up eternally lost. We can be personally drawn by Christ, eat and 
drink with Him, taste something of the Word of God and yet perish. Judas was called by 
Christ to be an Apostle but he was lost. Friend, be sure you’re in the faith. Don’t assume 
that others you care about know Jesus, particularly if there’s no spiritual fruit. 

  

Conclusion: Joseph Parker, (picture) a contemporary of Spurgeon, famed pastor of 
the City Temple Church in London was once asked, “Why did Jesus choose Judas as a 
disciple? He knew Judas would betray him.” Dr. Parker replied, “I admit that’s a 
mystery. But, there’s an even greater mystery. Why did Jesus choose me?”  
  I don’t know. I don’t know why He loves us. I don’t know why He chooses who He 
does. I don’t know why He chooses to use you and I don’t know why He chooses to use 
me. But I’m so glad that He does. I appreciate that the Father loves me enough that He 
wants to use me in His service.  
  Some of you are probably like me. You look at God and say, “Why in the world would 
you choose me? I don’t have much to offer.” Maybe you’re right. Maybe you’re not 
smarter than a disciple, or braver, or more faithful, or more skilled, but He still chooses 
you. He still considers you special and wants to build that relationship with you as your 
Father in heaven. 
But you’ve got a part to play in this process. You must choose Him in return. If you’ve 
never chosen Jesus as the Lord and Savior of your life, please make that choice today. 
Because as we said, at some point to be a Christian, you must transition from “come 
and see” to “go and die.” 
  No one has always been a Christian. As Jesus pointed out to Nicodemus, (John 3), as 
there is a moment of physical birth, there must also be a moment of new birth or 
spiritual birth. You may not know when it took place, but for one to be part of God’s 
forever family, it must take place. And when you’ve been born-again, you can’t just 
watch others walk with Jesus, you have to go walk with Him. At some point, the come-
and-see season needs to end and the go-and-die season has to begin. That’s precisely 



what we find at this strategic juncture in Luke’s Gospel. Tragically, Judas never did. 
Have you? 
  Jesus values are not ours. As I was preparing this, I remembered something from my 
teen years. When you think of a beauty pageant, what do you think of? What kind of 
contestants do you picture? For some reason, when my Dad was dating a woman 
who’d later become his second wife, for some reason Joyce came up with this idea that 
my sister, Suellen, should enter a beauty pageant. I think it was Miss Georgia Teen and 
it was a pretty big deal. Suellen had to go to coaching sessions where she was 
instructed in etiquette and charm, a bit like the stuff you saw in Miss Congeniality. 
  The night of the big event arrived. The contestants all marched out on the stage. I was 
sitting with a guy that Suellen was dating at the time. One of the contestants was a bit 
on the plain side. She had glasses and wasn’t what you usually picture when you think 
of a beauty pageant and Suellen’s boyfriend made a cruel, snide remark that maybe 
she could win “Miss Hog Heaven.” Miss Piggy may be funny as long as no one is 
comparing you to her.  
  We need to be honest. Our value system isn’t Jesus’. The most famous passage in the 
Bible about women (Proverbs 31) says physical beauty is a non-entity, even an 
obstacle. As believers, we’re often so dull on what has true value and are so carnal and 
so this world oriented in our value system. It’s not money, or beauty or talent. It’s “Do 
you love Jesus? Do you have spiritual character?” 
  Our sword challenge this week is 2 Corinthians 4:7, “But we have this treasure in jars 
of clay, to show that the surpassing power belongs to God and not to us.” That verse 
makes a powerful observation. Paul summarized the secret of the ministry by referring 
to the ancient custom of hiding priceless treasure in common, earthen, clay pots 
beneath the earth. The “treasure” was the gospel and the “jars of clay” are a penetrating 
metaphor for us, humanity. 
  The glorious gospel is committed to common, frail human beings like us so that the 
immensity of the power will be seen as God’s not ours. Clearly then, an awareness of 
one’s weakness, one’s ordinariness, can be an asset in gospel ministry. Such a 
recognition keeps us dependent upon the power of God. Conversely, if we think too 
much of our extraordinary gifts, we’re tempted to rely upon human and natural gifts to 
accomplish supernatural ends. 
  We’re just clay, He’s the treasure. It’s His power, His greatness not ours. Jesus is still 
choosing common men and women from a variety of backgrounds and conscripts them 
into His service. If you’ve trusted in Him as Savior and Lord, He’s appointed you to 
serve in His cause. 
  Some of you sitting here have no idea the spiritually revolutionary things that God 
would do with your life if you’d just trust Him, if you’d surrender your life to Him. Jesus 
wants us to be part of His dream team. 
  If Peter, James and John and the other Apostles were here today, they’d tell us that 
they are so thankful that they surrendered and let Jesus use them. It’s His divine power 
in our clay vessels. 
  So are you on the team? Have you committed your life to Christ? Is He your Lord and 
Savior? Have you surrendered? Does your life have purpose? Are you serving Him? 
Are you letting Him use you for His glory? 
 


