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During the early years of American Idol, the MC asked Simon Cowell (picture), one of the judges, what he was looking for from the contestants.  

  Simon replied that there were two things that he was looking for. First, originality (how are you different?); and second, the WOW factor (he or she has to 

wow him and the audience). 

  What “wows” you? When was the last time you can honestly say that you were “wowed”? Personally, I can’t think of many times I’ve really been “wowed.” 

Can you imagine how hard it would be to “wow” Jesus? Not many situations or people “wowed” Jesus. Today we’re going to look at one. Do you know 

what’s really cool? We can “wow” Jesus, too. I want to “wow” Jesus, don’t you? Turn to Luke 7:1-10 (p. 863). 

  “When Jesus heard these things, He marveled at him…. The Greek word for marveled means “to stand in amazement and wonder, to be astounded.” This 

word is only used by Jesus two times—both in reference to faith. In Mark 6, we read that Jesus was amazed at a lack of faith, at unbelief. Here we read that 

Jesus was amazed at the faith of this Roman centurion. I wonder what “wows” Jesus about us? Our faith or our unbelief?     

  We don’t have time to look at it today, but this wonderful account is similar to an Old Testament miracle, the healing of Naaman the Syrian military leader, 

found in 2 Kings 5. The healings are very similar, except in their approach to God. Naaman came to the man of God, Elisha, on the basis of human power and 

authority. He came as the captain of the Syrian army and expected that his power, not to mention his money, would assure him of healing. This Roman 

centurion, on the other hand, totally sets aside all of his position and power, humbly appealing to Jesus as one who was unworthy of His gifts, indeed, even of 

His presence. 

  There’s not a greater miracle of healing than this one in the Gospels. Without ever seeing the sufferer, touching him or looking him in the eye, Jesus heals 

him with a single word. He commands and the disease departs.  

  This story shows the contrast between the apparent worthiness of a person and the actual unworthiness of a person who seems to live a good life. It shows, 

too, that the only basis for spiritual healing is faith in Jesus Christ.  

  As we work through The Wow Faith!, we want to examine Four Wows that we discover in this unusual miracle. If you’re taking notes… 

 

1. The wow of surprise – everyone has trouble. When Jane and I ministered at a church in Danville, IL, two of our closest friends were a couple about our 

age – Dave and Debbie Gritton (picture). They were a continual source of encouragement to us. They moved to Georgia so we were able to re-connect with 

them when we were down visiting my family. Over the years, as often happens, our paths drifted apart. Other than Facebook, we no longer stayed in contact. 

They also had eight children so they were rather busy. In early October Dave had surgery to remove his gallbladder but things quickly went downhill. He 

developed pancreatitis. His situation became very serious. He was in ICU for nearly a month. Finally, it looked as if he was on the mend. But Dave had a 

major reaction to an antibiotic and broke out in blisters all over his body. On November 7th, his 55 year old body gave out and God called Dave home. As Jane 

and I watched all of this taking place, we were shocked. Dave was our friend and he was so young.  

  Are you like me? I find that I’m often surprised by trouble. Yet at the same time, as a Bible-believer, I shouldn’t be. Some of you are struggling with that 

surprise of suffering today. Perhaps your marriage or family is unraveling. The thing that you were most thankful about the family gathering at Thanksgiving 

last week was when it was finally over. Your child that was once so sweet, so filled with promise, is now a continual heartbreak. Maybe you began your career 

full of juice, now you’re counting the days until retirement, though it may be years away. Christmas is coming. Like many Americans, your cost of living is 

skyrocketing, so Christmas looks a bit bleak. With terrorism taking place across the globe, we think twice about boarding a plane or going to crowded public 

venues. No wonder Job said, “man is born to trouble” (Job 5:7).  Though our age has witnessed great progress in diagnosing and healing sicknesses, we know 

that we will always live in a groaning world in which mortality reigns. 

  An important side note here, we must never forget that sin, sickness and suffering, ultimately culminating in death, are not part of God’s original plan. When 

God finished His work of creation, in Genesis 1:31 it says that, “God saw everything that He had made and He said that it was,” what? “Very good.” 

Everything was great. We didn’t need locks on our homes or air bags in our cars. We didn’t need 9-1-1, hospitals, police or soldiers. Everything God made 

was very good. 



  We sinned and the result is all that’s very bad. Today we have a creation in pain. But we’re still surprised. The wow of surprise – everyone has trouble. 

Ours is a world of imperfection and sin, as a result there’s suffering.  

  This centurion had a servant that was gravely ill. Perhaps the day before, he’d had a headache and left work early. Now he’s near death. They can’t take him 

to Jesus. He’s bedridden, maybe in his final moments. Some of you have been there at the bedside of someone who’s dying. You’ve seen them in their last 

moments. That’s where this servant is. 

  Remember that Luke is a physician. Ordinarily, we’d expect him to tell us more about the man’s condition, to perhaps offer some sort of diagnosis. But this 

time, all he mentions is the man’s prognosis. He’s critical and unless something happens, he’s going to die. The deathwatch had begun.  

  If you’re not dealing with trouble, you will. So who you gonna call? Who do you turn to in times of trouble? This pagan centurion turned to Jesus. Wow! 

Instead of getting angry, or bemoaning his fate, instead of calling on the Roman gods, or even letting bitterness root its way into his heart as so many of us do, 

he told it to Jesus. Why would we go anywhere else? Who else can help? So tell it to Jesus like this centurion. Share it with Him.   

  This is a sin contaminated world. There should be no wow of surprise – everyone has trouble. But like this Roman centurion, whether the Lord intervenes 

in your situation or permits the situation to continue and have its way, what a difference it makes to pour out our hearts to the Lord.  

 

2. The wow of spiritual ignorance of who God is. “When the centurion heard about Jesus, he sent to Him elders of the Jews, asking Him to come and heal 

his servant. And when they came to Jesus, they pleaded with Him earnestly, saying, ‘He is worthy to have you do this for him, for he loves our nation, and he 

is the one who built us our synagogue’.” What we have here is an anti-biblical worldview that most, even many Christians, believe. It’s the religion of karma. 

This false theology is summed up by the proverb: “What goes around comes around” or “You get what you deserve.”  

  But that’s Buddhism, not Christianity. Buddhists believe that if you act like a rat in this life, you’ll be one in the next. While Christians don’t believe in 

incarnation, they often believe that rats get treated like rats. It’s karma. But the Bible teaches we’re all rats. We start out as rats with our first breath and we’ll 

die rats with our last one, unless we come to Jesus and are regenerated.  

  Romans 3: “None is righteous, no, not one…no one seeks for God...no one does good, not even one” (vss. 10-12). God’s Word doesn’t teach karma, it 

teaches rat-ology. Apart from Jesus, I’m a rat and so are you.  

  Job’s friends believed in karma. Remember? They told Job he was suffering because he’d done bad things. And I don’t want to be a Scrooge but Santa Claus 

(picture) is all about karma. “He's making a list, checking it twice; Gonna find out Who's naughty and nice.” You get gifts because you’re good. You get a 

lump of coal because you’re bad. That’s karma.  

  Do you believe in karma? Are you a functional Buddhist? The religious leaders in Luke 10 are. Listen to what they say to Jesus: “He is worthy to have you 

do this for him, for he loves our nation, and he is the one who built our synagogue.” In other words, “Jesus, You owe this guy. He’s worthy because he’s 

really nice to us, and built us a church.”  

  Religious people feel like if they sin, they owe God. So they have to pay him back through their good works. But if they do good; they think that God owes 

them. They’re always keeping score. So they say to Jesus, “We looked at this guy’s life. He’s a pagan but he ponied up and paid for our building,” the 

synagogue, the old covenant equivalent of the church.  

  Lot of Christians believe in karma. They go through tough times, and they’re disappointed with, even embittered against God. “God, you owed me and didn’t 

deliver.” While you may not say those exact words, any sort of bitterness or disappointment with God is a declaration to Him that you were good, He owed 

you, but He didn’t come through.  

  God doesn’t owe any of us anything. He gave us life and breath and we all sinned against Him. So God’s not obligated to anyone. 

  What the religious people didn’t get back then and what religious people don’t get today is that we don’t pay God back. We can’t. Jesus does. While God 

doesn’t owe us anything, He gives us grace. Grace by definition is to give to those who are ill-deserving, not just undeserving, but ill-deserving. We don’t 

deserve anything but hell. Everything else we get is grace.  

  They didn’t come to Jesus asking Him humbly, “Jesus, could you please be gracious to this man?” No, they came to Jesus religiously, with karma, 

demanding, “You owe this man.”  

  It’s amazing how good people think they are. In one survey of 5000 Australians, they were asked if they believed they were good enough to get into heaven? 

90% said yes. But what standard are they using? Karma. 



  From a human perspective, this centurion is a good guy. He’s part of a conquering army. Most Romans, like most conquerors despised the conquerees, in this 

case the Jews. Instead he treats them with respect. He’s pro-Semitic and pro-Israeli. So they lobby for him.  

  Let me put this situation in today’s context. Eau Claire tycoon, John Menard (picture), is the wealthiest man in Wisconsin with a net worth of $7.7 billion. I 

don’t know his spiritual condition but let’s just say that he’s a pagan, but he finds out we’re trying to build a new building, so he donates all the materials and 

builds our new church. Right after the building is finished, his son, Paul, the Nascar driver, is in a horrible crash. It doesn’t look like he’s going to survive so 

John Menard asks us to pray that God will miraculously heal his son. Would we? How would we pray? We’d be tempted to pray, “Lord, please heal this man 

because his father has been so generous to us.” We owe him and because we owe him, we think God owes him. It’s karma. It’s The wow of spiritual 

ignorance of who God is.  

  That’s not the way God works. God’s standard isn’t “goodness,” it’s holy perfection. It’s not enough to make friends with the people of God, or do nice 

things or give lots of money. No one is worthy except the Lord Jesus. So if God is going to help us, it will never be because of our merit, it’s only because of 

His mercy. And all of this really happened. Archaeologists have found the ruins of this very synagogue that’s being talked about in our text.  

 

3. The wow of true humility in a mover and shaker. In one “Peanuts” cartoon, Linus tells Charlie Brown (picture), “When I get big, I’m going to be a 

humble little country doctor. I’ll live in the city, see, and every morning I’ll get up, climb into my sports car, and zoom into the country! Then I’ll start healing 

people…I’ll heal people for miles around!” In the last frame, Linus exclaims, “I’ll be a world famous humble little country doctor!” Charles Schultz, the 

cartoonist, was poking fun at how difficult it is for us to be humble.  

  We may start out with the goal of being a humble little whatever, but before we know it, we’re into being a world-famous, humble little whatever! Pride is 

arguably the most evil of all sins because it’s at the root of all other sins. Pride was Satan’s original sin. In Isaiah 14:14 he said, “I will make myself like the 

Most High.” Pride was the bait Satan used to tempt Eve when he assured her that if she ate of the forbidden fruit, she’d be like God.  

  Humility is the missing jewel of the Church today. You can’t be saved without first humbling yourself and you can’t be a growing Christian or please God 

without humility. We must constantly battle pride and grow in humility. When you think you’ve attained any measure of humility, you’ve probably 

succumbed to being proud of your humility! 

  A centurion was a commander of a hundred soldiers. He’s a big deal. He’s a military leader, a man’s man. He probably wasn’t Italian but more likely was 

from a nearby region, maybe Syrian. This is a man who goes into battle and leads other men. He’s affluent, prominent, successful and well known. And he’s 

an amazing man. By all accounts at the beginning of this story, he’s not a believer in Jesus, but by the end, he comes to faith in Jesus. Somewhere in the 

process, and most commentators agree, he experiences what we’d call conversion. He moves from unbelief to belief in Jesus.  

  But this man, even as a non-Christian, demonstrates amazing character. He’s very moral. A lot of times we act like Christians are the good guys and lost 

people are the bad ones. My experience has been that I’d often rather live next door to a pagan. One of the worst neighbors Jane and I’ve ever had was a 

“Christian” family. We even went to the same church but they were gossips, didn’t pay their bills, and their kids were holy terrors.  

  All of us know some really nasty Christians, yet we know some really nice non-Christians. So it’s not that Christians are good and non-Christians are bad. 

It’s that everyone’s a sinner. This pagan centurion is a man of character and puts many Christians to shame. Even the Jews said of him, “He loves us and our 

nation.” He was known for being very generous. Sadly, lots of pagans put Christians to shame when it comes to generosity.  

  a. He humbled himself by asking for help. It’s hard to ask for help. It’s humbling. Usually, we’d rather pay someone than admit that we don’t know how to 

do something or can’t fix something. Not only does he ask for help, he has others do the asking for him. He broadens the circle of those who know how needy 

he is. There’s a considerateness in that too. He sends the Jewish elders to meet with Jesus, so as not to disrespect Him. Jews weren’t supposed to go to the 

home of a Gentile.  

  How many of us, if Jesus said, “I’m coming to your house,” immediately our thought would be, “This is going to be great. I’ll get a photo with Him and put 

it on Facebook. I’ll have friends over who can see me with Him. Maybe I’ll even tell the local media that Jesus is coming to MY house”?  

  But this man is so humble, even as Jesus is on His way to his home, says, “I don’t need to waste Jesus’ time. Jesus is very important and has a lot of things to 

do and people to see.” He’s affluent, a leader and popular but doesn’t think he’s worthy to have Jesus in his house. He’s very humble. 

  A group of tourists were visiting the home where Beethoven (picture), the great composer, spent his last years. They came to the conservatory where 

Beethoven’s piano stood. The guide quietly said, “And here is the master’s piano.” A thoughtless young woman pushed her way from the edge of the crowd, 



sat down on the bench and began to play one of Beethoven’s sonatas. She paused and said to the guide, “I suppose a lot of people like me enjoy playing 

Beethoven’s piano.” The guide said, “Well, Miss, the great Paderewski (picture) was here last summer and some in his group begged him to sit and play, but 

his answer was, ‘No, I cannot, I am not worthy.’” 

  That’s the attitude of this centurion. It should be our attitude. “God, I am not worthy to receive anything good from you.” One of the marks of genuine 

discipleship is the admission of spiritual bankruptcy. None of us have ever done anything to deserve or earn God’s grace.  

  How do you see Jesus? How do you see yourself? We must see Jesus as the holy one, the impeccable Savior and we must see ourselves as desperate sinners. 

The great Scottish preacher, Alexander Whyte, taught his congregation, “The true Christian’s nostril is to be continually attentive to the inner cesspool.” 

That’s not pessimism, it’s a healthy realism that assists us in breathing the fresh air of the gospel. “God opposes the proud, but gives grace to the humble” 

(James 4:6).  

  Before we move on, let’s answer an important question: How do we grow in humility? Humility stems from seeing my insufficiency and Christ’s all-

sufficiency. The centurion’s servant was about to die. He’s helpless to deal with this irreversible illness and imminent death. So he saw his own insufficiency 

but he also saw Christ’s all-sufficiency. False humility says, “I can do nothing” and stops there. True humility adds, “But I can do all things through Christ 

who strengthens me” (Phil. 4:13) and cries out to Him to work. It’s a lesson that we will keep learning all of our lives. Like the centurion, we call to God out 

of our weakness and He answers.  

  That’s what grace is all about. None of us deserve God’s blessing. We don’t come to Him based on our worthiness. We come asking for His undeserved 

favor. This centurion didn’t approach Jesus based on his worthiness, though others saw him as a worthy man. He saw himself as unworthy to come to Christ; 

but he also knew that Christ received sinners because of His grace.  

  b. He’s compassionate to another image bearer of God. The word “servant” is sanitized. The actual word is “slave.” This centurion’s love for his slave was 

in marked contrast to the typical view of slaves in the Greco-Roman world. Aristotle described a slave as a “living tool.” Varro, the Roman writer, insisted 

that the only difference between a slave, an animal and a cart was that the slave talked. 

  This centurion though sees him as a person, an image bearer of God. His slave is “highly valued” His attitude is very unusual. He has true affection for this 

servant. This is a friend, someone he deeply cares about. Because he cares, he entreats Jesus on behalf of his slave. Of course, the Lord Jesus didn’t consider 

this slave as too unimportant to heal. Christ cares for every person, especially for the poor or despised in the eyes of the world. 

  c. He understood divine authority. He understood, “your wish is my command.” He believed without seeing. He believed that if Jesus had the authority to 

heal his slave, His presence wasn’t necessary. It again shows his humility. Look again at verses 6-9. “And Jesus went with them. When He was not far from the 

house, the centurion sent friends, saying to Him, “Lord, do not trouble yourself, for I am not worthy to have you come under my roof. Therefore I did not 

presume to come to you. But say the word, and let my servant be healed. For I too am a man set under authority, with soldiers under me: and I say to one, 

‘Go,’ and he goes; and to another, ‘Come,’ and he comes; and to my servant, ‘Do this,’ and he does it.”    

  Centurions gave orders and they were obeyed. Somehow he knew Jesus had that same kind of authority. All Jesus had to do was say the word and His wish 

was creation’s command. He believed that Jesus spoke with almighty authority. What tremendous faith he had! No wonder Jesus marveled.  

  Just as the centurion got his authority from a higher power, he recognized Jesus had access to higher authority–His Father in heaven. God has set up a clearly 

defined system of authority in our world. When God’s chain of authority is followed, there is peace. When God’s chain of authority is ignored, chaos and 

misery ensue.  

  It’s like that scene from Forrest Gump when Forrest joins the army. The drill sergeant asks Private Gump (picture) what his sole purpose in the army was 

and Gump replied, “To do whatever you tell me to do Drill Sergeant, sir.” Our purpose is to obey God! Only in submission to His authority will we ever be 

able to exercise any authority. The centurion understood spiritual authority. It’s a mark of amazing faith and Jesus was overjoyed to see it. 

 

4. The wow of amazing faith. “When Jesus heard these things, He marveled at him, and turning to the crowd that followed Him, said, “I tell you, not even in 

Israel have I found such faith.” And when those who had been sent returned to the house, they found the servant well.” Many things about the centurion’s 

faith were amazing. It was amazing for such a mighty man to see that he needed help. It was amazing for such a good, moral man to see his unworthiness. It 

was amazing to find someone who was willing to take Jesus at His word, with complete confidence in the power of His command. But what’s most amazing is 

to find all of this in a Gentile, someone outside the covenant community. It was hard to find an Israelite who trusted in Christ yet here’s a Gentile—a Roman 



soldier no less—with surpassing faith in the word of Christ. What could be more wonderful than to amaze the Son of God with your amazing faith? It reveals 

that… 

  a. Great faith is unusual and often found in unusual places. So why is Jesus so amazed?  

  The man’s background. The centurion is an uncircumcised Gentile, from an oppressive people, raised in a pagan culture, without the Scriptures that were 

the lot of every Jewish child raised in a devout home.  

  The man’s occupation. He’s a soldier, an instrument of the oppressive pagan establishment. As an officer, he has considerable power. He’s not the kind to 

seek out Jesus in humble amazing faith. But he did! 

  The man’s wealth. Wealth is not a spiritual advantage. Wealth fosters a this-world attachment. Jesus later would say, “How difficult it is for those who have 

wealth to enter the kingdom of God! For it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to enter the kingdom of God.” But, by 

the mercy of God, this unusually rich soldier, had gone through the eye of the needle. It’s amazing! 

  The man’s certainty. The certainty of his faith was expressed in stark simplicity, “But say the word, and let my servant be healed.” This Roman saw 

Christ’s invisible spiritual power when others who should could not.  

  b. Great faith is rewarded. Faith means believing God without seeing any evidence. The centurion said, “I believe you can heal my servant–just say the 

word!” Amazing faith says, “I believe it whether I see it or not.” This centurion had such amazing faith that he didn’t need Jesus to come and lay hands on his 

servant or even pray over him, but just to say the word. And Luke doesn’t even give the actual words Jesus speaks.  

  Luke uses a rare medical word in verse 10, a technical word only physicians used – the servant was “well.” It’s a word that describes “wholeness in body and 

spirit.” J.C. Ryle summarizes all of this, “A greater miracle of healing than this is nowhere recorded in the Gospels. Without even seeing the sufferer, without 

touch of hand or look of eye, our Lord restores health to a dying man by a single word. He speaks and the sick man is cured. He commands and the disease 

departs.”  

  Faith is believing God even if you don’t see any evidence. It’s being sure even though you don’t see it. It’s being certain about that for which you have no 

rational reason to be certain. This centurion had that kind of faith and it was rewarded. It’s The wow of amazing faith. 

 

Conclusion: How’s your faith? Is it Wow Faith? What’s your greatest problem at the moment? Is it your marriage? Work? Money? Guilt? Is it loneliness? Is 

it addiction? Is it resentment, or selfishness, or bitterness? Do you think that the Lord Jesus can’t help you? 

  If that’s the case, then that’s your greatest problem today. You have too much esteem for yourself and an inadequate view of Jesus. You lack the humility 

this man had and lack his awareness of the greatness of the Lord Jesus. You’re too big and Jesus is too small, so you aren’t anxious to bring Him alongside to 

help you. You’re trying to cope without Him, to live without Him, to die without Him and even go into eternity without Jesus. It’s the worst life, living 

without Jesus now and being without him forever.  

  Like this centurion today, see who Jesus really is. Trust His word. Jesus has spoken on your behalf. Now it’s time for you to trust Him, to demonstrate 

amazing faith. He may take away the pain. Obviously, He can do that. Or, the Lord Jesus may give you the grace to live with the pain, which is just as 

miraculous. Whether He takes the pain away, or comes to walk with you through the pain, you must accept Him by faith.  

  But how do you grow your faith? How do you get your faith to look at Jesus? Bob Wilkin shows us how. He writes, “You can’t believe what you haven’t 

heard, so make sure to have regular feeding on the Word of God in terms of personal reading and meditation, church attendance, and [discipleship]…Your 

faith…grows the more you understand and believe what God says.” As Hudson Taylor (picture), the great pioneer missionary to China, used to say, “All 

God’s giants have been weak men who did great things for God because they reckoned on God being with them.” That faith comes from being God’s Word. 

As our faith grows, that same powerful God will do great things through us as we trust Him in our weakness! 

  This servant’s plight though is a reminder of our own mortality. Sooner or later, his situation is one that we all must face, because we are all under God’s 

death sentence against our sin. It’s our greatest need and the sum of all of our fears. One day we’re all going to do die and we must be ready.  

  One man who admitted that he was afraid to die was George Steinbrenner (picture), the infamous owner of the New York Yankees. It was Steinbrenner who 

once said, “I will never have a heart attack. I give them.” Yet a 2004 article poignantly described this powerful man’s growing fear of his own mortality. 

After collapsing at someone’s funeral, Steinbrenner said, “It makes you think. You’re that close…you wonder if you’re all right.” Without the assurance of 

eternal life, George Steinbrenner wondered if he’d be all right, but he didn’t know for sure. But you can.  



  At the end of His conversation with the centurion’s final messenger, Jesus turned and spoke to the crowd. That simple gesture had profound significance. It 

was an invitation for them, too, to trust Christ. They knew Jesus had the power to heal. Now they were invited to believe in His Word 

  Jesus turns to us with the same invitation. This story reminds us of our lost and desperate condition as dying sinners. We’re not worthy of Jesus either. But 

this story shows us that Jesus has the power of God for salvation. He can give us whatever healing we need, whatever forgiveness for our sin we lack, 

whatever hope for our future—simply by saying the word. All we must do is trust in Jesus as this centurion trusted Him, with a simple and confident faith.  

  Have you trusted Jesus? Do you know Him as your Lord and Savior? Are you living by faith? Is your faith growing? May each of us grow in grace and have 

Wow Faith! 


