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Sermon 02 

 

Please turn to Genesis 22:1-14 (p 16). This morning we’re examining one of the greatest pieces of ancient literature. It’s beautifully written and intensely 

moving. It’s nearly impossible to read this passage without being caught up in the emotional intensity of what's happening. It’s also one of the most disturbing 

passages in all of Scripture.  

  Throughout the ages people have wrestled with this story. One pastor commented after preaching on this passage, “If we aren't a bit undone by the story of 

Abraham and his willingness to sacrifice Isaac, I wonder how carefully we've read it.” It’s hard for any parent to work through this passage and not feel the 

emotion of such a great sacrifice. Ultimately, though it’s not about Abraham’s sacrifice. It’s When God provides the Lamb.  

  It’s almost impossible to imagine how God could ask Abraham to offer his son as a burnt offering. It's unfathomable, mind-boggling to understand how 

Abraham could respond in obedience. Thinkers like Kierkegaard (picture) think the killing of Isaac would have been ethically wrong but religiously right, 

“When I have to think about Abraham, I am as though annihilated.” That's the effect this story has on us. It tears us apart. 

  Holocaust survivor, Elie Wiesel (picture) argues God was wrong for asking and Abraham was wrong for agreeing. Philosopher Immanuel Kant (picture) 

argues Abraham should have cried in outrage to this “supposedly divine voice” that commanded the “butchering and burning of his son.” But this passage 

really isn’t about Abraham. It’s about God the Father. Genesis 22 is a picture of bold faith in action. The supreme test of Abraham resulted in the supreme 

triumph of faith in God. It’s about God’s love and substitution.  

  This test proves Abraham’s faith. His faith had been tested for some fifty years at this point. Sometimes he failed; most of the time he was faithful. Now he 

demonstrates the final triumph of his faith. Genesis 22 reveals Abraham was confident one way or another, Isaac would be given back to him. Based on God’s 

promise that “in Isaac your seed shall be called,” (Hebrews 11:19), Abraham was “concluding that God was able to raise him up, even from the dead.” 

Abraham had determined in his heart, “If I can trust God with my soul, surely I can trust God with my son.” Abraham’s faith was proven by his works. Real 

and confident faith will be proven by obedience.  

  What we want to focus on, as we continue our summer series, The Gospel in the Old Testament, is that this a prophetic picture of the coming Savior. Our 

primary focus is on the prophetic aspects of Genesis 22. This is one of the clearest pictures and prophecies of the Lord Jesus regarding His future sacrifice on 

the cross.  

  On the stage of Abraham’s life was enacted, in type and shadow, the great drama of Calvary. It’s important to keep in mind the entire Bible is about Jesus 

Christ, including the Old Testament. This continual thread of the Gospel winds through every book from Genesis to Revelation. Jesus Himself said on one 

occasion, “Search the scriptures for they testify of Me” (John 5:39). When He said that, Jesus was speaking only of the Old Testament.  

  As we look at this story, it won’t be difficult to see Jesus in this emotionally charged account. What we have here is what’s known as “typology.” In the 

providence of God, certain persons and events in the Old Testament became prophecies of persons and events fulfilled in the New Testament. Today we want 

to look at three prophetic pictures of the Savior and the Gospel.  

 

1. Isaac is a picture of the coming Savior. As we read about Isaac in this chapter, there are clear indications Isaac was an Old Testament type of Jesus. As 

we watch Isaac make his way to Mount Moriah, we can see Jesus make His way up the parallel slopes of Calvary. We see this reflected first of all… 

  a. Isaac is a picture of the coming Savior in his sonship. God says to Abraham, “Take now your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love.” The birth and 

sonship of Isaac was similar to the birth and sonship of Jesus.  

  Like Isaac, Jesus had a miraculous conception. Isaac’s mother, Sarah was well past her child-bearing years when she conceived Isaac in her womb. Even in 

her younger days she wasn’t able to conceive. Isaac’s conception was promised by God and enabled by God by His miraculous power. Likewise, Jesus was 

conceived in the womb of the Virgin Mary according to the promise by God, and the enabling power of God.  

  Like Isaac, Jesus was an only son. Ishmael was cast out. Isaac is the only son of Abraham at this point in his life. He’s certainly the only son of Abraham’s 

wife Sarah. Jesus is called the “only begotten Son of God” (John 3:16). Though Jesus and Isaac had half-brothers, Isaac was the only son of Abraham and 

Sarah, as Jesus was God’s only Son, born of the Virgin Mary.  



  Like Isaac, Jesus was very loved. This is clearly stated in verse 2. Even so, the Lord Jesus said in John 10:17, “The Father loves Me.” He was certainly 

much loved by the Father. At the baptism of Jesus, a voice spoke from heaven saying, “This is my beloved son, in whom I am well pleased.”   

 Both Isaac and Jesus are the firstborn. The Bible teaches the firstborn uniquely belongs to God. God told the nation of Israel in Exodus 13:2, “Consecrate to 

Me every firstborn male. The first offspring of every womb among the Israelites belongs to me, whether human or animal.” Later, God said, "You must give 

Me the firstborn of your sons" (Exodus 22:29). So Isaac belonged to God. God alone had the right to decide what to do with him. God has every right to save 

or to condemn sinners to death. God alone has this right. But there’s another picture of Jesus here… 

  b. Isaac is a picture of the coming Savior in his sacrifice. Yahweh told Abraham to sacrifice Isaac in the “land of Moriah,” upon one of the mountains He 

would tell him of. Later that mountain is called “the place.” This term “the place” is repeated at least three times (vss. 3, 4, 9).  

  It reminds us of Luke 23:33, “And when they were come to the place, which is called Calvary, there they crucified him.” Many Bible scholars believe the 

place where Abraham took Isaac was the same place where the Temple was later built centuries later, as indicated in 2 Chronicles 3:1.  

  The word Moriah literally means “foreseen by God.” It’s not coincidental that God commanded Abraham to offer Isaac on Mount Moriah. In the mind of 

God this was “the place” and there was no other place like this place. Why did it have to be this place? Because it was along that same mountain ridge where 

Jesus would be crucified, at a place called Calvary! Surely the reason God chose this place was because of this fact. It’s possible Jesus died on the very same 

spot where Abraham was planning to offer up Isaac, his only son. But Isaac is a type of Christ in another way… 

  c. Isaac is a picture of the coming Savior in his submission. Moriah wasn’t forced on Isaac. He’s not dragged in chains, struggling and resisting, to this 

place of sacrifice. We don’t know for sure how old Isaac was at this time. The word boy is a word that could be used for any age from a teen to a young 

soldier. We’re not talking about a preschooler here. We’re not even talking about a preteen. Isaac was a young man, probably between 16 and 33 years old at 

this point. He’s certainly not a boy. He’s old enough to carry all the wood to consume the burnt offering, which was no bag of kindling.  

  So when Isaac realized he was going to be the sacrifice, he was old enough to resist his elderly father, or at least out run him! But Isaac is submissive to his 

father and fully trusts Abraham. He allowed his father to bind him to the wood on the altar.  

  What a picture of Jesus! A few months before His death, Jesus “steadfastly set His face to go to Jerusalem” (Luke 9:51), which is where Moriah was 

located. On the night before His crucifixion He prayed, “Not My will, but Thine be done.” He was willing to go to the Cross. Isaac and Jesus were both 

submissive and obedient unto death.   

  d. Isaac is a picture of the coming Savior in his servanthood. “So Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on Isaac his son….” The wood 

had been with them all the time, carried by the donkey.  

  I believe Isaac knew the faith of his father well enough to know the wood had been cut for a burnt offering. They’ve come near to Moriah and Isaac is asked 

to carry the wood which would be used to offer up the burnt offering. The sure-footed donkey probably could have carried the wood up the hill to the place of 

the sacrifice, but Abraham asked Isaac to carry the wood. And Isaac willingly accepts and carries the wood. It’s enough wood to consume a sacrifice, which 

was no small amount.  

  The wood grows heavier step by step. Can you see the sweat on his brow as he ascends the hill? Perhaps he stumbled a time or two as he carries it. Even so, 

Jesus carried His cross (John 19:17) on which He’d be sacrificed for the sins of the world. The Lord Jesus staggered beneath the weight of the wood, upon 

which He was to be offered up as the sacrifice for our sin.  

  The wood could also be a symbol of our sins. For of much greater weight than the wood was the weight of our sin. Isa. 53:6 says, “…and the LORD has laid 

on Him the iniquity of us all.” Through Isaac, the Old Testament foretold of Jesus and His sacrifice for us. As both Abraham and Isaac are walking together 

up Moriah, our attention turns from Isaac to… 

 

2. Abraham is a picture of God the Father. We also can see Calvary from God the Father’s point of view. Where in all the Bible is there a chapter like 

Genesis 22, displaying what Calvary meant to God the Father? “Then they came to the place of which God had told him. And Abraham built an altar there 

and placed the wood in order; and he bound Isaac his son and laid him on the altar, upon the wood. And Abraham stretched out his hand and took the knife to 

slay his son.”  



  Can you imagine what it must have been like for Abraham? Can you feel what this Dad must have felt? Imagine the anguish of his heart, tears rolling down 

his face, the deep inward groan. As King David would cry for his son, nearly a millennium later, “Oh, my son, my son. Would to God I could die for you, my 

son, my son.”  

  But in obedience and faith in God, Abraham raised the knife, ready to kill his son as a sacrifice to God. Isn’t that what God the Father felt in dark 

Gethsemane? As His Son, Jesus, cried out to His Father, “Let this cup pass from me. Is there another way? Is there a lamb for me?” But the Father could only 

point to the cross as the direction of His will.  

  Romans 8:32 speaks of God “who spared not His own son, but delivered Him up for us all.” Yet, God spared Abraham’s son, but God did not spare His own 

Son. He gave Him up freely for us all. God allowed His Son to be pierced with nails on the Cross and His blood shed.  

  God watched the whole dark, dreadful scene on Golgotha’s hill. Then, God Himself took the great knife of His own fierce wrath against sin, lifted it up as the 

darkness swept in, and poured out on His own Son the hell our sins deserved. What love God must have for us that He would offer up His dear Son as the 

sacrifice for sinners like us! At Moriah, we see one father’s great faith; at Calvary, we see our heavenly Father’s great love. Isaac is a picture of Christ. 

Abraham is a picture of God the Father. But in the end, Isaac could not be a complete picture of Jesus, for Isaac didn’t die a sacrificial death. A third figure 

takes center stage. In Genesis 22 we also see… 

 

3. The ram is a picture of Jesus the coming substitute. Look at how this ram, this lamb entered the picture and is sacrificed instead of Isaac. It begins 

with…  

  a. There is a question concerning the lamb. Isaac asked his father the obvious question, “Behold, the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt 

offering?” Isaac had seen his father offer sacrifices before and noticed something essential was missing. They had the knife, the fire and the wood, but where 

was the sacrificial lamb?  

  This is the first passage in the Bible which speaks of the lamb. Isaac is the first to ask, rather prophetically, “Where is the Lamb.” Can you imagine what that 

agonizing question must have done to Abraham’s heart? The whole Old Testament is an attempt to answer this question. As God’s written Revelation 

progresses, we read of sacrificial lambs again and again. The Passover Lamb would be sacrificed in Exodus. Lambs and goats are sacrificed in Leviticus. 

When we come to the New Testament, we don’t read about the lamb in Matthew, Mark, or Luke, except a passing reference to the Passover sacrifice in 

Mark’s gospel (14:12). But when we arrive in John’s Gospel, we hear John the Baptist, when he saw Jesus, “Behold, the Lamb of God that takes away the sin 

of the world” (John 1:29). He’s answering Isaac’s question, “Where is the lamb?” John says, “Look! There He is!”  

  Jesus is the ultimate fulfillment of the longing question of Isaac, “Where is the lamb?” Notice Abraham’s answer, “My son, God will provide for Himself the 

lamb for a burnt offering.” Notice, too, in verse 8 what Abraham calls this mountain, “Jehovah-jireh,” which according to the translator means, “The LORD 

will provide.”  

  Where is the lamb? Abraham gives a prophecy that the Lamb of God will be seen on Mount Moriah. Jesus, the true Lamb of God, was seen there, giving His 

life for us on a Cross! Jesus the Lamb of God, was foreseen even before the foundation of the world. The Lord Jesus was in very truth “the lamb slain from 

before the foundation of the world” (Revelation 13:8). God knew man would fall into sin. From the very beginning He provided a Savior to die for our sin.  

  And so God provided a way for mankind to become right with Him once again. It’s all possible by our faith in Jesus, who died for our sins on the Cross. The 

scene now reaches a tremendous climax. Abraham built the altar, laid out the wood, and bound the victim. “And Abraham stretched out his hand and took the 

knife to slay his son.”  

  Isaac may have closed his eyes, waiting for that knife to fall. Abraham is determined to obey God even if it costs the life of his own son. Then, the angel of 

the Lord calls out, “Abraham, Abraham!” In great excitement Abraham must have answered, “Here I am.”  

  Abraham passed his test with flying colors and now God was going to reward his faith. And this leads us to… 

  b. God’s own provision of a substitute. God really wasn’t interested in Isaac being sacrificed to Him. As soon as Abraham had proven his faith and 

commitment to God, “Then Abraham lifted his eyes and looked, and there behind him was a ram caught in a thicket by its horns….”  

  The knife was stayed in Abraham’s hand, not only as a reward for Abraham’s faith, but also because it would fall in the end not on Isaac, but on Jesus, the 

Lamb of God. At just the right time God revealed to them the lamb as a substitute for Isaac. What thoughts must have been his as Isaac witnessed the death of 



the ram? Did he embrace that ram before it died? How the tears must have flowed down his cheeks as he watched it bleed. As Isaac looked on, he must have 

thought, “That lamb died in my place.”  

  What similar thoughts should fill our hearts as we think of the Lamb God provided, not just for Isaac, but for the sins of the world? On one hand, Isaac is a 

picture of Jesus Christ, on the other hand, Isaac became a picture of us.  

  Do you know why Isaac didn’t die in this story? It is because a sinful man can never atone for other sinners. No mere man can be sacrificed for the sins of 

man. Only a spotless lamb will do. 

  It was absolutely essential Jesus die for our sin. God is holy. Sin must be paid for by the sinner, or by a sinless substitute. Aren’t you glad God provided a 

substitute for you? Here we see a picture of the great doctrine of substitutionary atonement. Jesus is the ultimate substitute. Mark 10:45 says that Jesus came to 

give His life as a ransom for (“in the place of”) many. Jesus died in our place.  

  There was no other way for humanity to be forgiven and at the same time, for God to be just. The holy and righteous God of the Universe demands sin be 

paid for through death. That’s justice. Mercy is when He paid our penalty with the sacrifice of His own Son.  

  In his book, The Unfolding Mystery (picture), Edmund Clowney writes: “Abraham was shown Christ's day; he was taken to the very area where the Temple 

would later stand, to the very mount where the cross of Calvary would be erected...The Heavenly Father led His Beloved up the hill to Golgotha. When the 

Son, who was always pleasing to the Father, cried, ‘My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?’ the Father paid the price in His silence.”  

   Paul ties the stories of Abraham and Isaac to the Father and Son at Calvary when he wrote, “He who did not spare His own Son, but gave Him up for us 

all—how will He not also, along with Him, graciously give us all things?” (Romans 8:32).  

  Why do we have this story? We have this story, so we have some true human understanding of what the Father did with the Son. As the angel said to 

Abraham, "Now I know that you fear God, because you have not withheld from me your son, your only son."  

  As we look at Calvary, we can say to the Father, "Now we know that You love us, because You have not withheld from me Your son, Your only Son." 

  How do we know God loves us? By seeing Abraham and Isaac going up the mountain, we have a picture of the price God the Father paid at Calvary. When 

we see it and really get it, we understand the Father's love for us. 

  Aren’t you glad when Abraham was ready to kill his son, Isaac, God said, “Stop! You don’t have to kill your son. Here’s a substitute.” But when God’s only 

Son carried that wooden cross upon His back and climbed perhaps the very same mountain, there was no substitute. He was the substitute.  

  As Isaiah 53 says, “And God has laid upon Him the iniquities of us all.” Jehovah Jireh is still Jehovah Jireh…God will provide. He not only provided a 

substitute for Abraham, He provided a substitute for me and you. Trust God’s plan and trust God’s provision. 

 

Conclusion: One of the most powerful stories of sacrificial substitution I’ve ever read, is Charles Dickens’ classic, A Tale of Two Cities (picture). Near the 

end of this powerful book, there comes a point where one of the main characters, Charles Darnay, is arrested by the mob during the French Revolution. He is 

sentenced to death on the guillotine.  

  Sydney Carton, another of the main characters, because of the love that he has for Charles’ wife, Lucie, takes Darnay’s place at the guillotine instead. As 

Sydney Carton goes to his execution, he utters the most famous line of the novel, “It is a far, far better thing that I do, than I have ever done; it is a far, far 

better rest that I go to than I have ever known.” 

  Just as Sydney Carton substituted himself for Charles Darnay for the sake of love, there is One who sacrificed Himself for you, because of the love that He 

has for you – His name is Jesus. Even though we were undesirable, ungodly, weak, and enemies of God at the time, “God demonstrates His own love toward 

us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8). Mankind had separated from God through the tragedy of sin (Isaiah 59:1-2), but 

because Jesus came and died as our substitute, we now can have the hope of eternal life in heaven. 

  Because we commit sin, we have the sentence of death in ourselves. We can’t do anything in and of ourselves to fix it or remedy this situation. We’re unable 

to pay the price. It takes the sacrifice of a sinless life in order for us to be justified before God. And what we could never provide for ourselves, God has 

provided in His Son, Jesus Christ. Jesus substituted His sinless life, to die on the Cross, to save us from our own spiritual death.  

  The vital questions is: What will you do with this Lamb that God has provided? Have you placed your faith in Jesus as your Savior, who died in your place, 

to save you from your sins? If not, why not do so today?  



  If you’ve already trusted in Christ, you should live every day in tribute to the Lamb of God, Jesus Christ. We ought to sing for the rest of our lives, 

“Hallelujah for the Lamb.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 


