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“I’m going to count to 10. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 9 and a half, 9 and three quarters, 9 and 9 tenths…10!” Does it drive 

you crazy when you hear a parent do that? They never quite get to 10.  

  Most people think God is like that…that He’ll never quite get to 10…but He does. This morning as we continue our 

series, The Gospel in the Old Testament, please turn to Exodus 12:1-13 (p. 53).  

  Christians recognize the lamb as a familiar biblical image. It’s connected to Passover, Christmas and Easter. Though 

lambs aren’t specifically mentioned in the Christmas story, they’re implied by the presence of shepherds. Though the 

word “lamb” isn’t used in connection with Jesus’ birth, we know there must have been many flocks in the area around 

Bethlehem. 

  Scripture makes the connection between Jesus and lambs in several passages. Isaiah 53:7 compares the Messiah to a 

lamb going to be slaughtered. John the Baptist called Jesus the “Lamb of God” (John 1:29). Paul called Christ 

the “Passover Lamb” in I Corinthians 5:7. Peter spoke of Christ’s blood as the blood of a lamb in 1 Peter 1:18-19. The 

book of Revelation explicitly calls Jesus “the Lamb” 30 times. 

  To understand this biblical picture of Jesus as the Passover lamb we need to leave our contemporary world and journey 

back in time 35 centuries to the land of Egypt during the time of the Pharaohs. There we discover the Jews are enslaved 

by the Egyptians. For over 400 years, they lived in harsh conditions, their labor exploited by cruel taskmasters. To 

control the growing slave population, Pharaoh decreed every male Jewish baby was to be killed.  

  God’s people pray for His intervention and God answers their prayer by sending them a leader – Moses. He goes before 

the Pharaoh with a message from God: “Let my people go!” Pharaoh blows him off, so Moses comes back several times 

with the same message from God. Pharaoh has no intention of letting his slave labor force go free. 

  So God provides a plan that will cause Pharaoh to beg the Jews to leave. He sends a series of ten plagues on Egypt. 

Each one is a terrible natural disaster, showing God’s complete power over nature and revealing the impotence of the 

false gods of Egypt. These are the first nine plagues listed in order: Water into blood, frogs, gnats, flies, disease upon the 

livestock, boils, hail, locusts, darkness. But God spared the Israelites to make a distinction between God’s people and 

Pharaoh’s. The last plague of darkness was a direct assault upon Ra, Egypt’s sun god. Since Pharaoh is considered Ra’s 

representative, this plague demonstrates even Pharaoh was no match for the Almighty. 

  Although these plagues inflicted severe suffering on the Egyptians, Pharaoh hardened his heart against God. Instead of 

saying, “You can go” he tried to make deals. First, he offered to let the Jews go a short distance into the desert if they’d 

promise to return. Then, he offered to let the men go if the women and children stayed behind. Finally, he offered to let 

them all go but leave their livestock behind. Obviously, none of these options was acceptable. God doesn’t negotiate 

with pagan rulers! 

  Finally the time came for the 10th and final plague. God told Moses, “Don’t worry. When this one hits Egypt, Pharaoh 

will be in a hurry to let you go”. At midnight on a certain night, the Lord would go through Egypt. Every firstborn son in 

Egypt would die at that instant. No family is excluded, from Pharaoh’s household to the home of the lowest Egyptian 

slave. God included the firstborn cattle in His judgment. But God would spare the Jews to make a distinction between 

God’s people and Pharaoh’s.   

  Exodus 12 reveals God’s plan to spare the Jews from the midnight massacre. He’d spare His people using the blood of a 

lamb. When the blood of the lamb was sprinkled on the doorpost of each Jewish home, God would see the blood and 

literally “pass over” that house. But if God didn’t see the blood, He’d take the life of the firstborn in judgment. It was 

the blood of the lamb that saved the people of God that night. Every year since then, for 3500 years, Jews have observed 

a Passover celebration as a solemn reminder of God’s amazing deliverance in Egypt.  

  It’s the Gospel in the Old Testament. Jesus is our Passover lamb. Just as we’d face God’s judgement if the lamb’s blood 

had not been spilt, unless we accept Jesus as God’s lamb for our sins, we will face God’s judgement. You can’t survive 

without the Lamb’s blood. If we don’t repent of our sins and turn to Him, God will finally get to 10. Every part of the 

Gospel is in this account. It begins where the Gospel always begins, it begins with our sin. If you’re taking notes… 

 

1. Sin never frees but always enslaves us.  Back in 1991, a story surfaced from Operation Desert Storm about a soldier 

who got a "Dear John" letter. While others around him were getting wonderful love letters from their girls back home, 

this poor slob gets the letter from his girl that says they're through. Worse than that, she’s getting married to someone 

back home! Adding insult to injury, she wrote, "Will you please return my favorite photograph of myself? I need it for 

my engagement picture in the newspaper." As you can imagine, the poor guy is devastated. His girl was marrying 

someone else, and now she wanted her photograph back. It was too much defeat. When a buddy of his found out what 

had happened, a plan was hatched. From every corner of the camp, soldiers handed over extra photos of their girlfriends. 



There were hundreds of photos. The jilted soldier put all the photos in a shoe box and mailed it back home with a note. 

"Please find your picture," he wrote, "but please return the rest. For the life of me, I can't remember exactly which one 

you were!!"  

  With a bit of a different picture - a different perspective - life was different for both the soldier and the shocked 

girlfriend! Most of us need to change our perspective on spiritual slavery and freedom. 2 Peter 2:19 says, “They promise 

them freedom, but they themselves are slaves of corruption. For whatever overcomes a person, to that he is enslaved.” 

Jesus told the Pharisees, “Everyone who commits sin is the slave of sin” (John 8:34). He uses the analogy of a slave to 

make the point a slave obeys his master because he belongs to him. Slaves have no will of their own. Apart from Christ, 

we’re slaves of sin, yet we think we’re free. We’re not.  

  Recently, I read that during the Civil War there were slaves who fought on the Confederate side during the war. Wow! I 

can’t fathom how slaves willingly fought with their masters against the Union Army. They fought against the very ones 

trying to set them free from slavery. Isn’t that our world apart from Christ? Those who don’t know Him think they’re 

free, yet they’re enslaved and actually fight against the One who died to free them from their sins. A lost world is at war 

against the God who gave His Son to emancipate them from their slavery to sin and their master, Satan. Let me highlight 

two sins which enslaved Pharaoh.  

  a. The sin of pride. Unlike other rulers of his day, Pharaoh didn’t just rule for the gods, he was in a literal sense one of 

the gods. His birth was considered a divine act. The king, as god, had sole rule over the people. No wonder Pharaoh said 

to Moses, “Who is the LORD, that I should obey his voice and let Israel go? I do not know the LORD, and moreover, I 

will not let Israel go” (Exodus 5:2). Shortly after G. Gordon Liddy (picture), famed Watergate conspirator was released 

from prison, he said: "I have found within myself all I need and all I ever shall need. I am a man of great faith, but my 

faith is in George Gordon Liddy. I have never failed me." Pride probably sends more people to Hell than any other sin.  

  b. The sin of idolatry. This last plague struck at midnight. According to Egyptian mythology midnight was when the 

gods fought. The winner was obviously God, not the pagan gods of Egypt. God says, “I'm going to kill all the firstborn.” 

Amun was the Egyptian god of procreation. Hathor was a deity who attended childbirth. They’re all powerless before the 

one true God. 

  The death of the firstborn is a catastrophe for Pharaoh and the idolatry of Egypt. This son, upon ascending the throne, 

would become a divine ruler.  

  We think of idolatry as fat little Buddhas. Idolatry is anything that comes before God. It can be your car or your house 

or your job, your spouse or your children. One of the few times I’ve had someone raise their fist at me, like they were 

going to hit me, was when I was in roofing. The crew clearing the roof got some gravel on the owner of the company’s 

new sports car. As he was showing me, he became so angry, he pulled back his fist like he was going to hit me. We’d 

damaged his tin god.  

  Yet, there’s grace to be seen here, even in this final plague, not just toward the Israelites, but also toward the Egyptians. 

The plagues revealed the impotence of the gods of Egypt and the omnipotence of the one true God. The plagues pointed 

out the sin of the Egyptians and their need to repent and believe in the God of Israel. While the account isn’t written to 

underscore the conversion of Egyptians, there’s ample evidence to suggest that some of the Egyptians were converted to 

true faith in the God of Israel. 

 

2. Because God is just, He always judges sin. We are shocked and angry at terrorist massacres taking place today. Yet, 

this passage informs us of the slaughter of countless Egyptians, some children, without regard to social or economic 

status. While every Egyptian home suffered loss, all of the Israelites were spared.  

  Because the slaughter of the Egyptians took place a long time ago, we don’t have an emotional reaction to this like we 

do 9/11 or Nazi death camps. But we need to come to grips with the tremendous moral issues this account raises. Not 

only is the slaughter of the Egyptian firstborn the means God used to release His people from slavery, it’s the Angel of 

the Lord who kills the firstborn. In other words, while we can refer to the deaths caused by the other plagues as “acts of 

God” (meaning some natural disaster occurred), this 10th plague is literally an “act of God.” God Himself killed the 

firstborn of Egypt.  

  How do we justify God’s actions here? Innocent children are slaughtered by God and this slaughter is the basis for an 

annual celebration by Israel, one to be carried on forever (Exodus 12:14). While deaths of innocent New Yorkers and 

Jews are protested, in our text God is to be praised, partially on the basis of the slaughter of the Egyptians. How do we 

rationalize that?  

  I haven’t got all the answers. None of us do. I do know God is holy and just. He will always judge sin, and we’re all 

sinners. You see, the truly amazing thing is not God judged the Egyptians, it’s that He spared the Jews. It wasn’t because 

of their goodness. It’s because of God’s grace and the lamb’s blood, which is a symbol of the future shed blood of Jesus.  



  There’s no clearer example of salvation by grace in the Old Testament than the Passover. It’s a powerful picture of the 

Gospel. Every person in Egypt, Israelite or Egyptian, was worthy of God’s divine judgment. The reason why we find the 

judgment of God in the killing of the firstborn so difficult to justify is we don’t grasp the gravity of our own sin. We 

have the Pete Rose syndrome. “How long do we need to be punished for our little sins?”  

  The answer is: “For as much as one sin, God is just in condemning you, not only for time, but for all eternity.” The 

reason why we have so much difficulty with judgment is we fail to comprehend the immensity of our sin.  

  The striking of the firstborn of Egypt must cause us to rethink the matter of sin. Our attitude toward sin is culturally 

shaped rather than theologically informed. Drunks are people we laugh at, until they get behind the wheel and kill one of 

our loved ones. Sex offenders just have a different sexual orientation, unless they molest someone close to us. Idolatry 

isn’t serious, until we see this evil from God’s perspective. Ignoring God doesn’t seem so big, until we understand the 

importance of trusting and obeying Him. 

  Once we come to grips with the seriousness of sin, we need to look to the solution. As the firstborn were worthy of 

divine judgment, and in danger of it, God’s solution must be believed and acted upon. The divinely provided protection 

from the Death Angel was the sacrifice of a lamb, with its blood applied to the door frame. They used hyssop (take 

flower), to sprinkle the frame. All within the house with blood applied to its door frame were spared. 

  Just as the firstborn in Egypt were in danger of being struck by the death angel, so men, women, and children today are 

in danger of living out eternity in Hell, enduring the eternal wrath of God (Revelation 20:11-15). The only solution to the 

problem is, once again, a Lamb, the Lamb of God. It’s Jesus Christ on whom our sins were laid. Jesus died for our sins; 

He bore the wrath of God, so that we could escape from the coming wrath of God and participate in His promised 

blessings. The offer of salvation was given to the Jews and the Egyptians, and it’s given to us as well.   

   

3. Because God is gracious, He always provides a way of escape. Charles Simeon (picture) notes that even the 

minutest details of the Passover seem to point to Christ. Let’s look at some similarities between the events of the first 

Passover and Jesus’ sacrifice on the Cross as the ultimate Passover Lamb. Christ wonderfully fulfills the prophecy of the 

Passover lamb.  

  Lamb: Prime age. This lamb had to be a prime age. It must be a one year old male. I’m told in lamb years, one year is 

the prime of life. How old was the Jesus when He was crucified? 33. That’s the Lord Jesus at the prime age. It’s when 

He died. Have you ever wondered why Jesus didn’t die at 21, 45 or 62? He died at age 33, which many consider to be the 

prime of life.  

  Lamb: No defect. The lamb could have no defects. It couldn’t be a lamb with a crippled leg, or that was discolored. It 

couldn’t be sick or diseased.  It had to be a perfect lamb! Is there anyone in this room who has no defect spiritually? 

There’s only been One who’s ever lived about whom we can say, “He had no character defect!” Jesus Himself fulfilled 

this prophecy.  

  Lamb: Slain at twilight. The lamb had to be slain at twilight. God told Moses, “Just at twilight after you have fed this 

lamb for fourteen days, I want you to take this lamb and slaughter it. It’s to be killed.” We know the Lord Jesus was 

nailed to the cross at 9 a.m. and hung on the cross for six hours, but He died close to twilight. Mark tells us, “As evening 

was approaching.” That’s when the Roman soldiers came and broke the legs of the two thieves but Jesus was already 

dead. That’s when the soldiers thrust the spear up into the ribcage of Jesus. It was just before twilight when Jesus died. 

Have you ever wondered why Jesus didn’t die at 9 a.m. or 8 p.m., why he died right before twilight? It was the 

fulfillment of this Scripture.  

  Lamb: The blood must be applied. The blood of the lamb had to be applied. They slaughtered the lamb, then took the 

blood and literally painted the blood on the doorposts of their homes. Then they painted it on the lintels of the doors. 

They walked in under the blood, safe. What do you think would have happened that night had they just taken that blood 

but not applied it to the doorpost? There would have been judgement and death! 

  What’s the lesson there? The blood of Jesus was shed on the cross, but it has no impact on your life or my life until we 

allow the Holy Spirit to apply His blood to the doorpost and the lintel of our lives. Have you been to Jesus for the 

cleansing power? Are you washed in the blood of the Lamb?  

  Lamb: Must be eaten with anticipation. It had to be eaten with anticipation. God said, “Moses, tell all the people to get 

their traveling clothes on, because when you receive, eat and partake of this lamb, it means you’re set free from 

bondage.” But wait a minute! They weren’t set free yet. The Death Angel hadn’t passed over yet. Pharaoh hadn’t said, 

“Get out of here!” yet. Why were they dressed up? It was an act of faith. 

  Whenever you receive the Lamb of God by faith; when you receive Christ into your life, you must receive Him with 

anticipation because at that moment by faith, you’re set free from bondage. You might say, “Well, I don’t feel very 

free!” Trust me. You’re set free when you receive Jesus Christ and are ready to move forward into the plan God has set 

for you.  



  Is there really a connection between the Passover lamb and Jesus? Absolutely! In 1 Corinthians 5:7 Paul writes to the 

church at Corinth and says, “Get rid of the old yeast [a picture of sin] that you may be a new batch without yeast—as 

you really are. For Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed.” The New Testament says, “Jesus Christ is our 

Passover Lamb.” What took place that night in Egypt really happened!  

  Maybe you’re thinking, “Well, that’s history. What does it mean to me?” It means Jesus Christ is our Passover Lamb. 

That’s why you and I don’t have to kill a lamb anymore. God teaching His people a lesson that without the shedding of 

blood, there’s no forgiveness of sins. Hebrews 9:22, “Without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness.”  

  There’s a trail of blood that runs through the Bible. A scarlet thread running all the way from Genesis to Revelation. It 

started in the Garden of Eden when Adam and Eve sinned and tried to cover themselves up with fig leaves. That’s a 

picture of people trying to cover themselves by their own efforts. God came along and said, “Fig leaves don’t cut it!” 

The Bible says, “He covered them with an animal skin.” Do you know what it took for God to cover Adam and Eve’s 

sin? The death of an animal! The Bible doesn’t say what kind of animal, but I won’t be surprised when we get to heaven 

if we discover the animal that God killed was a lamb! Blood had to be shed.  

  At the Passover God said, “You have to allow the blood of the lamb to be spilled and applied to the doorpost and lintel 

of your door.” He was teaching them a lesson. God sets down the requirements for what we know today as Yom Kippur, 

the Day of Atonement. Under the Mosaic Law one day during the year, the High Priest took a ram and slit its throat, and 

collected the blood in a bowl. He’d then go into the “Holy of Holies” in the Tabernacle. Later in the Temple he took a 

hyssop branch and sprinkled that blood on the Mercy Seat. Then he came out and symbolically declared all the sins of 

the nation of Israel had been forgiven for that year. Then, he’d place his hands on a goat, called “the scapegoat.” The 

goat was driven out into the wilderness. It’s a picture of the sins of the nation of Israel being taken away.  

  How many lambs do you think were killed? How many rams and bulls do you think were killed in all the centuries of 

the Hebrew sacrificial system? Why did God do that? He was trying to teach them a lesson. He’s trying to prepare them, 

condition them for a specific event in time in history.  

  Remember Pavlov, the Russian psychologist who did research in what we call “conditioned response.” He took some 

dogs and would ring a bell and feed the dog. Ring a bell, feed a dog. Ring a bell, feed a dog. Ring the bell, feed the 

dog…Ultimately, he could ring the bell without giving any food to the dog and the dog would start salivating. It’s a 

“conditioned response.”  

  God was trying to produce in the Jewish people a conditioned response. He’s teaching them without the shedding of 

blood there’s no remission of sins. When John the Baptist points at the Lord Jesus in John 1:29, he said, “Look! The 

Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!” The Jewish people should have said, “Wow! We did it! We 

understand what God has been doing through the ages. We no longer have to kill lambs and rams and bulls. This is the 

Lamb of God!” but they didn’t get it—they missed it. Jesus Christ was the perfect fulfillment of the blood requirement 

for atonement in the Old Testament. That’s the lesson we learn from the Passover. 

 

4. God’s plan has always been Jesus as the Lamb of God. Jesus is God’s lamb. He’s the only person who meets all the 

qualifications, fulfilling every detail of the Old Testament picture. No other person meets the requirements. Jesus is the 

only one who meets all of the qualifications of the prophesied Messiah. Since the lamb must die in order for the blood to 

save, Jesus had to die and His blood to be shed. This is the fate and appointed destiny of the Lamb of God who came to 

take away the sin of the world. 

  There’s no salvation without sacrifice. Hebrews 9:22 reminds us, “without the shedding of blood there is no 

forgiveness.” A living lamb may be cute and cuddly, but it saves no one. Unless the lamb dies, his blood does no good. 

In God’s economy, only shed blood can forgive sin. As the great Lamb of God, Jesus must go to the Cross in order to 

save the world, to save us.  

  But even Jesus cannot save you without faith. Maybe you’re thinking, “This story is stupid!” Let me assure you it’s 

entirely true. But suppose an Israelite had refused to sacrifice a lamb. His firstborn would have died that night. Being a 

Jew couldn’t save on that fateful night. It’s not national origin that matters to God, but faith in God’s appointed way of 

salvation. The same is true for church members. You aren’t saved by coming to Grace Church. It doesn’t matter at all. 

When God looks down from heaven, the only thing that matters is the blood of the Lamb applied to the doorposts of your 

heart. 

 

Conclusion:  Is Jesus your Passover Lamb? Have you taken shelter in Christ, our Passover Lamb?  If you ask, you’ll be 

kept safe in Jesus the Lamb. 

  Henri Barbusse tells of a conversation overheard in a dugout full of wounded men during the First World War. One of 

the men had been terribly wounded. He knew he had only moments to live. He had a friend with him, one who’d had a 

bad start to a bad life. He'd made wrong decisions. He'd already served time in prison. In fact, he was wanted, back 



home, by the police again. The wounded man, the dying man, pulls the wanted man down, close to his face. He takes his 

dog tag, his ID chain, and presses it in the hand of his buddy. "Listen, Dominic, you've led a bad life," he said. 

"Everywhere you’re wanted by the police. But there are no convictions against me. My name is clear, so, here, take my 

dog tag, take my wallet, take my papers, my identity, my good name, my life and quickly, hand me your papers that I 

may carry all your crimes away with me in death."  

  My friend, it’s the same offer the Living Christ makes to us through His saving death on the Cross. Jesus, the Lamb of 

God, still offers to take your sins to the Cross with Him.  

  Have you trusted Him? If you haven’t let me invite you to place your trust in Christ this morning, as your Passover 

Lamb, as your Savior.  

  Even if you've been a Christian for a long time, it’s good to remind ourselves that we’re only trusting Jesus, the Lamb 

of God, for our eternal salvation.  

  Do you know Him? If not, would you express your trust and faith in Him? Place your trust in Him and because of His 

sacrifice, as a Christian, you can be free and live in freedom from the slavery of sin.  

 


