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Have you heard about this new book? Spinglish: The Definitive Dictionary of Deliberately Deceptive Language 

(picture). Do you speak Spinglish? I hope not. Yet, if you speak English, you probably speak Spinglish, most likely 

without even knowing it. And we’re all surrounded by Spinglish.  

  Spinglish is the devious dialect of English used by professional spin doctors. Until you’ve mastered it, politicians and 

corporations (not to mention colleagues and friends) will put things over on you, getting the better of you without you 

even knowing it. To put it another way, which is what Spinglish is designed to do, it comes down to making me sound 

better, or you sound worse, or both. For example, I’m a freedom fighter, you’re a terrorist. I want to enhance revenues, 

you want to raise taxes. My product is all-natural and organic; yours is mass-produced, synthetic, containing artificial 

additives. Let me share a few of the entries under the letter “G.”  

  Game management. The hunting or mass slaughter of wild animals. 

  Gaming. Gambling, described by spokespeople for the “gaming” industry.  

  Garden of remembrance. A cemetery. 

  Genuine imitation leather. Vinyl. 

  Getting lean and mean. Firing people. 

  Good-neighbor policy. Invading a nearby country.  

  Great nightlife. A real estate term that means “you live above a bar.”  

  We’re looking today at what seems like Spinglish but it’s in God’s Word and God doesn’t do spin. Numbers 21 and 

John 3 seem like Spinglish when it comes to snakes. What does Scripture say about snakes? The first one mentioned is 

used by Satan to deceive and bring about the Fall and Curse. A snake used for salvation with the biblical history of 

snakes sounds like Spinglish. Yet in John 3, Jesus compares Himself to a snake. God is saying something very important 

here. Turn to Numbers 21:1-9 (p. 129).   

  When you go to a doctor or a pharmacist, you’ll probably see a symbol with one or two snakes wrapped around a staff 

or a rod. One of these symbols is called the Rod of Asclepius. It’s used by the American Medical Association (picture), 

the World Health Organization (picture), and countless others. 

  Where did this strange symbol come from? How did it become associated with medicine? You’ll notice the account we 

just read includes a snake, a staff and healing. Some think the medical symbol has its origins in Numbers 21. That raises 

even more questions. A snake…why did it have to be a snake? What in the world is this passage about? It’s incredibly 

strange.  

  At first glance it looks like some form of primitive magic. Today we’re going to see it’s not about magic, it’s about the 

Gospel. It’s about God’s grace. Snake theology teaches us vital truths about both sin and salvation.  

1. We must realize the high cost of sin. Robert Leroe shares of when he was in the service, during some military 

exercises at Eglin, AFB in Florida. He’s standing in line in the mess tent and heard a disgruntled soldier ahead of him 

complain, “What! Lobster again!?!” No wonder Thomas Fuller (picture) said “We are born crying, live complaining, 

and die disappointed.” When we think of big sins, serious sins, do we think of complaining? I doubt it.  

  If you’ve read the books of the Bible that recount the wanderings of Israel on the way to the Promised Land, you know 

it wasn’t a Sunday stroll. They grumbled the whole way. But when we arrive at Numbers 21, we’ve reached a turning 

point. Right before this, Israel defeats a Canaanite king. It’s their first victory over the Canaanites with many more to 

follow. It looks like things are finally turning around for them, but some things don’t change.  

  We encounter a continual sin problem that infected Israel and if we’re honest, infect us today. “…the people became 

impatient on the way. And the people spoke against God and against Moses, ‘Why have you brought us up out of Egypt 

to die in the wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and we loathe this worthless food’.” (Vss. 4-5). What’s 

going on here?  

  When Israel wandered through the dessert, there wasn’t a lot of food, but God miraculously provided for them. Every 

day He gave them manna. It’s like a coriander seed (picture) and tasted like a wafer made with honey. They ground it 

into a meal, boiled it in pots, and made it into cakes. They didn’t have to frantically scrounge for food.  

  God amazingly provided for this huge multitude. Notice they don’t complain they’re hungry or lack food. They just 

“detest this miserable food.” The manna God freely provided for them, they complain is worthless.   

  When we complain about what we have, who are we really complaining about? God. What do you and I have which 

wasn’t given to us by God?  

  It’s noteworthy when this dissatisfaction hit. Right after a major victory. Israel just had a big success. Right afterward, 

they’re complaining.  



  The New York Times ran an article about some successful people. One, Diane Knorr, a former dot-com executive, said, 

“The first time I got a call way after hours from a senior manager, I remember being really flattered. Wow! I’m really 

getting up there now.” Eventually work and family life became a blur with hours hard to scale back. In college, she’d set 

a goal to make a six figure salary by 49. She’d reached her goal at 35, years ahead of schedule. Yet, she said, “Nothing 

happened; no balloons dropped. That’s when I really became aware of that hollow feeling.”  

  Inside of us, there’s a hunger, a longing. We think, “If I just get this” – marriage, job, children, achievement, house, car, 

recognition. “If I just get this, then I’ll be satisfied.” It never happens. We reach our goals, achieve success, but still want 

more. Often, the more you have, the emptier you are and the more you complain.   

  Have you ever grumbled against God about your circumstances? Maybe right now you’re unhappy about some 

difficulties in your life. Perhaps you’re facing huge financial problems or battling a health issue. Perhaps you’re lonely 

and praying for a mate, but there aren’t any prospects on the horizon. Maybe you’re complaining about the spouse you 

have! There are issues with your children or parents that grate on you every day. The list is endless.  

  It’s not complaining to bring these things to the Lord or share you’re struggling with a godly friend. We’d do well, like 

the psalmist, to complain to the Lord in prayer—as long as you’re careful to acknowledge His goodness, give Him 

thanks, submitting to His sovereign hand. But if in your complaint, you become ungrateful or bitter, at that point 

complaining becomes sin. Whether it’s grumbling or pride or lust or greed or selfishness, we’ve all sinned against God 

more times than we can count. 

 

2. We must realize the curse of sin is death. What if God sent poisonous snakes to punish us every time we 

complained? Or, got impatient? Gives Snakes on a Plane a whole new meaning. In the past, when Israel sinned, God’s 

glory would appear and judgement would follow. Not this time. This time there’s no warning. Judgement came 

immediately as God sent poisonous snakes. They’d rejected God’s gift of life and health from heaven; God sent them 

suffering and death from earth, and many of the people died.  

  Lawrence of Arabia (picture), early in the 20th century, made this same trek through the wilderness. As he went 

through this same wasteland, he said:  “There was something sinister, something actively evil in this snake-devoted 

land.” He describes vipers and cobras in such great numbers his men feared to walk at night. Even the bravest of his men 

were unnerved by this multitude of poisonous snakes they encountered.   

  Let me say just in passing, this is yet another passage where the Bible attests to its own truthfulness to me. At one level 

you’d think surely Israel would have learned their lesson. I mean, how many times have they complained this complaint? 

Couldn't you give me some new material here, Israel? But when they do this, they’re acting just like me. This passage 

speaks of me and my sin…and of you and of your sin. We're not very creative, are we? We return to the same sinful 

patterns over and over again.  However patient and gracious God is with us, we repeat the same old cycles of sin. This 

passage speaks to me of the truthfulness of Scripture because it describes the sin and patterns of sin in my own heart and 

life. 

  This account points out the great contrast between religion and Christianity. Religion either ignores sin and says God is 

so loving, that He just overlooks our sin. Or, it says we can pay for our sins through good works or penance.  

  Biblical Christianity recognizes God can’t overlook sin. He wouldn’t be holy and just. And we can’t pay for our own 

sins. Our good deeds are filthy rags in His sight and can’t erase the penalty for sin which is the second death.  

 

3. We must realize the only cure for the curse of sin is the Cross. John 3:14-15 says, “As Moses lifted up the serpent 

in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in Him may have eternal life.” If I 

compared the Prophet Mohammed to a snake, Muslims would want to kill me for blasphemy. It’s an insult to their 

revered Prophet. The same is true if I said it of any religious leader. Doesn’t it sounds like blasphemy to say Jesus is like 

a snake? Except that Jesus Himself makes that comparison! 

  There was only one cure for the Jews, the snake. There’s only one cure for us, the Cross. Trusting in Christ’s death on 

the Cross is the only means of salvation. There’s no other. It’s the “exclusivity of Jesus Christ.”  

  Three times in the Gospel of John, this phrase “lifted up” appears. In John 12:33 Jesus used this “lifting up” image to 

reveal “the kind of death He was going to die.” Jesus says He’s like this bronze serpent. It was shocking! He was going 

to be lifted up and nailed to the Cross. Everyone who believes and simply looks to Him will be saved. 

  On His Cross Jesus became the very embodiment of what kills us. He became the curse; the embodiment of our sin. On 

the Cross, Jesus became the anti-Satan. He absorbed the venom and became the source of our healing.  

  God’s work through redemptive history reverses the Curse. When we look at Christ’s Cross in faith, our sin and God’s 

wrath are taken away, and we live. We’re healed by looking at what’s been lifted up on the tree, by looking to Jesus. All 

we have to do is to look. It’s the look of faith.  



  God graciously provided the remedy for the curse. These snake-bitten people couldn’t do anything to save themselves. 

They’re dropping like flies. God had to provide a way for them to be healed or they’d all die.  

  When they confessed their sin and asked Moses to intercede for them, God provided this strange remedy: Make a 

bronze snake, stick it on a pole, and whoever looks at it will live. Like them, we’re all under the condemnation of eternal 

death because of our sin. No human remedy can help. So God graciously provided the way of salvation by sending His 

own Son to be like that snake, lifted up in the wilderness. Let’s look at several things about this remedy of the snake and 

how it compares to the cross of Jesus Christ.  

  It’s a supernatural remedy. It came from God. Moses didn’t say, “Give me a few days to figure something out.” Then, 

after consulting with some smart guys in Israel, announce, “We’ve got it! I made a bronze snake that’s up on a pole. 

Whoever looks at it will live!” Everyone would have thought he was nuts! 1 Corinthians 1:18, “For the word of the 

cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.” The Cross is 

God’s cure. It didn’t come from the world’s most brilliant minds but from God. God devised the plan of salvation. 

  It’s a sufficient remedy. Moses didn’t say, “Look at the snake, go home, take two aspirin, and you’ll feel better in the 

morning!” Nor did he say, “Bring lots of money and give it all to the snake.” There was nothing to add to it. God would 

heal you if you didn’t do anything except to look at that bronze snake. In the same way, the Cross is sufficient for the 

salvation of the worst of sinners. You can’t add anything to it. You don’t have to give money to the church or do penance 

to pay for your sins. Jesus paid it all! There’s nothing for us to do, except look to Him in faith and He will save us.  

    It’s a sure remedy. Everyone who looked was cured on the spot. No one who looked died. It was a perfect, certain 

cure for everyone who looked.  

  Even so, Jesus saves every sinner who believes in Him. As He says (John 3:15), “Whoever believes will in Him have 

eternal life.” There are no cases too difficult for God! Maybe you’re a notorious sinner. So was Paul! So was Matthew, 

the tax-collector! So was the immoral woman at the well! So was the Gerasene demoniac! So was the thief on the cross! 

The Bible is filled with terrible sinners who looked to Jesus and were saved. If you’ll believe in Jesus, the remedy is 

100% effective. He says (John 6:37b), “The one who comes to Me I will certainly not cast out.”  

  It’s a simple remedy. The snake was sufficient. Nothing else is needed. Its sufficiency made it extremely simple. You 

didn’t have to crawl on hands and knees over broken glass to go look at the snake. You didn’t need to learn some 

difficult mantra, reciting it perfectly as you looked at the snake. All you had to do was to look and live. All you need to 

do is believe in Jesus as the One who paid the penalty for your sin and you’ll have eternal life.  

  It’s a self-effacing remedy. You couldn’t take any credit for your cure. You couldn’t boast you’d fasted for days or 

deprived yourself of anything or done good works or brought money to the snake. You just needed to realize you 

couldn’t cure yourself and were doomed if God didn’t intervene. It’s the humbling of your pride! We can do nothing; 

God does everything!  

  Sin and death came into this world through a look (Genesis 3:6). The only deliverance from sin and eternal death is by 

the look of faith: “Look to Me, and be saved, all you ends of the earth” (Isaiah 45:22). To look means to exercise faith. 

The only way to be saved is by faith (Ephesians 2:8-9). As the Israelites had to look in faith to this bronze snake to be 

healed, we must look to Jesus on the Cross to be forgiven.  

   

4. We must realize salvation requires repentance that will result in confession. Verse 7, “The people came to Moses 

and said, ‘We have sinned, for we have spoken against the Lord and against you. Pray to the Lord, that He take away the 

serpents from us’.” So Moses prayed for the people.  

  Do you see what’s happened? One minute they’re complaining. The next, they’ve realized what they’ve done wrong. 

There’s no blame-shifting or excuses. Just a simple confession of sin, a recognition of what’s gone wrong. 

  The biblical word for this is repentance. C. John Miller (picture), says repentance is a form of sanity. “Repentance is a 

return to God as my center…What a simple thing it is to humble the heart and return to sanity by repentance and 

praise.” 

  Most of us are scared of repentance. We have some weird picture of some traumatic experience. Repentance is 

something we think we’re going to hate. But repentance is actually a return to sanity, a recognition we’ve put other 

things at the center of our lives that don’t belong there and can kill us. It’s coming to our senses and returning to God as 

our center, which leads us to the cure for our disease.  

  Godly sorrow “produces a repentance without regret, leading to salvation…” (2 Cor. 7:10). Jesus said He came to call 

sinners to repentance (Luke 5:32). In the Great Commission Jesus said “that repentance for forgiveness of sins would be 

proclaimed in His name to all the nations” (Luke 24:47). Paul summed up the gospel as “solemnly testifying…of 

repentance toward God and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ” (Acts 20:21). The Christian life begins with repentance and 

faith. The Bible is clear. If there is no repentance, there is no salvation.  



  Repentance isn’t just something we must do at the start of salvation. It’s something which should characterize believers 

all of their lives. As the Holy Spirit convicts us through God’s Word of our sins, we keep repenting. 

  In Eastern Europe, those who are nominal Christians in the Roman Catholic and Orthodox Churches have a word for 

those who are true Christians: “Repenters.” We’d be wise to adopt that term in the Church. True Christians should be 

genuine, lifelong “Repenters.” 

 

5. We must worship Christ, not the symbols of the cure. The bronze snake in Numbers 21 is referred to another time 

in Scripture. It’s very significant. Please turn to 2 Kings 18:1-4 (p. 324) “In the third year of Hoshea son of Elah, king of 

Israel, Hezekiah the son of Ahaz, king of Judah, began to reign. He was twenty-five years old when he began to reign, 

and he reigned twenty-nine years in Jerusalem. His mother's name was Abi the daughter of Zechariah. And he did what 

was right in the eyes of the Lord, according to all that David his father had done. He removed the high places and broke 

the pillars and cut down the Asherah. And he broke in pieces the bronze serpent that Moses had made, for until those 

days the people of Israel had made offerings to it (it was called Nehushtan).”  

  Do you ever wonder why no one has found Noah’s Ark or the Ark of the Covenant? This is why. If you visit Israel 

today, you’ll find on nearly every spot of significance that they’ve discovered, someone has built a church on it and 

turned it into a shrine. In King Hezekiah’s day, 600 years after Moses made the serpent, they’re burning incense to it. 

This takes place shortly before God has them taken into captivity by the Babylonians in 722 B.C. 

  Makes you wonder a bit about the validity of putting crosses everywhere? Tragically, the icon of the cross has been 

abused in history. Often, the cross not the Christ is worshiped. It’s even kissed by the masses as priests hold it up for 

them. We could defend our own use of it and say it’s a sign of victory, nothing more. It’s an empty cross, indicating 

Jesus triumphed over it and through it. But we must be careful that the only One we worship is Jesus.  

  It’s easy to worship icons. Some worship a church building. The Bible tells us we’re the Church. There were no church 

buildings in the Bible. We need to be careful about calling a church building a “sacred place.” We’re the sacred place. 

We’re the temple of the Holy Spirit, not a building. Others worship tradition, ritual, the hymnbook or some version of 

Scripture. We’re to have no others gods before the one true God.  

  Let’s be careful to remind ourselves that on the implement of the cruelest kind of torture ever devised by evil minds, 

Jesus became for a moment the ugliest entity in the universe so the Father could, like lightning, pour His wrath out on it 

for the healing of our spiritual disease and the removal of our death. It’s a reminder, not of beauty but of the horror that 

took place there for all who will look up. After you’ve dutifully kept the object itself in its proper place in your thinking, 

then worship the One who hung there, because what Jesus did there crushed the serpent’s head. 

 

Conclusion: As we tie this up, push the rewind button in your mind and go back some 4,000 years. Let’s go back and 

walk in that camp when those poisonous snakes are slithering around biting people. Picture what it must have been like 

for the Israelites in terms of people we encounter every day.  

  For instance, here’s a man who’s just been bitten by a snake. You walk up to him and say, “Hey, I see you’ve been 

bitten. Did you know there’s a cure? Moses put a snake on a pole. If you’ll look at that snake, you can be healed!” The 

man says, “Yeah, I’ve been bitten. But you know what? I’m not bitten any worse than anybody else around me. In fact, 

you have people at your church who are bitten worse than I am. I don’t believe any of that snake business!” There are 

many who will never come to Christ because they say, “I’m no worse than anybody else!”  

  Then, you come up to somebody else. This guy still has a snake attached to his arm. You say, “I see you’ve been bitten. 

You have a problem there!” He says, “Yeah. I have a problem. I admit it, but you know what? I’m just going to shake 

this thing off myself. I’ve been able to handle every other problem in my life. I can handle this one too.” There are a lot 

of people who when they realize they’re a sinner, say, “I’m going to do better! I’m going to improve myself!” That guy 

would die!  

  Here’s a woman sitting outside her tent, her leg all swollen from a snake bite. You say, “I see you’ve been bitten. Did 

you know there’s a cure? Moses put a snake on a pole. If you’ll look at that snake, you’ll be healed.” But she says, 

“Yeah. I’ve heard about that. I’m pretty interested in it, but I have to tell you, I’m waiting for that healing feeling! I’m 

going to wait until I feel like I ought to do it. When I get that feeling, I’ll look!” There are many who know they’re lost 

and need Jesus, but they say, “I’m just going to wait until I have the right feeling!”  

  Evangelist Sam Jones (picture) used to say, “Waiting for a feeling to be saved is like a man standing beside a pile of 

firewood that’s not split and he’s just standing there waiting. Somebody says, ‘Hey, what are you waiting on?’ He says, 

‘Well, I’m waiting to start sweating before I start chopping!’” Sam Jones said, “Oh, no! You start chopping and then 

you’ll start sweating!” Friend, trust Christ and you’ll have a feeling but it comes later. Don’t wait for the right feeling.  

  One more. Here’s a mother and she’s piling up stones, burying her husband who died from a snakebite. She hears a cry 

and looks. Her 11-year-old son has just been bitten by a snake! She cries out, “Not you too.” Already his temples are 



beginning to pulse. His leg begins to swell. She takes him up in her arms and rushes him to her tent. She lays him down 

and gently takes a wet, moist cloth and wipes his forehead.  

  Then somebody comes to the door of the tent and they say, “Listen! There’s a cure! There’s a cure! Moses put a snake 

on a pole and if you just look at it and believe God, you’ll be healed!” The woman says, “How can you say that?” The 

person at the door of the tent says, “Because I was bitten and I looked and I’m healed!”  

  This mother picks up her little boy and carries him to the door of the tent, “There it is, honey. Look just look!” The little 

boy looks at the snake and when he looks, I can’t explain it to you but it happened! He looked, trusted God and 

immediately the swelling goes down! His color comes back and before long he’s running around happy, healed and 

delivered.  

  Whoever looked in faith at the snake lived. Whoever trusts in Christ will have eternal life. Eternal life is not just life 

forever, but abundant, joyous, life now and in the presence of God forever (Rev. 21:4).  

  The vital question is, “Have you looked to the crucified, risen, and exalted Lord Jesus to save you from the curse of 

sin?” God wants to bring about spiritual healing from your sin. Will you let Him? Will you trust Him? You don’t have to 

die in your sins. Look to Jesus and be healed for all eternity. Do it today!  

 


