
Coming Soon 
The Final Accounting 
 
A woman who worked for the IRS periodically had to communicate with delinquent 
taxpayers. On one occasion she called Anchorage, Alaska and was patched through to 
a ham operator in the Aleutian Islands. Two hours later the ham operator was able to 
contact the taxpayer’s home base and from there she reached him at sea with his 
fishing fleet. After the woman identified herself as being with the IRS in Utah and was 
calling regarding his overdue tax bill, there was a long pause. Then, over the static from 
somewhere in the North Pacific came: “Ha! Ha! Come and get me!” 
  Many scoff at God and the warning of His coming judgment just as that fisherman 
scoffed at the IRS. They think either it will never happen because it hasn’t happened 
yet, or that if it does ever happen, they’ll be okay. While few are so bold as openly to 
scoff at God and judgment, many do so practically by living as if they’ll never stand 
before Him to give an account. The idea of facing God in judgment is so far from their 
minds that it never affects how they live. But judgment is coming and that’s what we’re 
going to talk about today. 
  Often, in this life, it looks like someone has gotten away with something. A murderer 
never caught; a rapist’s identity is never discovered; an embezzler steals a victim’s life 
savings; a businessman liquidates a healthy company but jumps out of the mess with 
his golden parachute. Many of the employees never financially recover. It seems like 
they get away with it. No one ever gets away with anything. There will be a final 
accounting. Some day the books will be opened. All will be discovered. There will be no 
place to hide. 
  I’ve been dreading today’s message in our series. I don’t like talking about God’s 
judgment. Yet, it’s true and a reality of God’s Word. While my experience has been that 
most people come to saving faith in Christ through hearing about the love of God, we 
can’t truly comprehend God’s love until we understand the judgment of God. God is not 
just a God of love; He’s also a God of holiness and justice. The Cross makes no sense 
if you don’t understand that God’s holiness and justice. Someday at the end of the age, 
God will say, “Enough” and court will be in session, Revelation 20:11-15 (p. 1040). 
  The Bible tells us that God doesn’t take pleasure in the death of the wicked (Ezek. 
18:23, 32). God though is holy and must judge sin. His holiness and impeccable justice 
demand it. Recently, I learned that my good friend, Mark Hamilton, is losing his bout 
with cancer. I wouldn’t want to be the doctor who had to share that news with Mark and 
his family. Yet, a doctor needs to tell his patients the truth. That’s the way that I feel, like 
a doctor who has to share bad news with a patient. 
  Praise the Lord! There’s good news! There’s hope. But if someone refuses the cure of 
Jesus and His Cross, they’ll face God’s judgment. It’s The Final Accounting. Let’s look 
at the details of this judgment in which unrepentant sinners ultimately “fall into the hands 
of the living God” (Hebrews 10:31). 

  

1. This judgment is at the end of the age. You ever had a bad experience which was 
also a very educational experience? Here in Wisconsin many of us let the license plates 
on our cars expire and think nothing of it. One friend discovered they’d let their renewal 



go nearly a year before they were finally pulled over. But that’s not the case in Michigan. 
In Michigan an expired plate is a misdemeanour and (this is the important part), the 
cops get paid court time if they ticket you for it. So they really, really look for it. 
  When we lived in Detroit some years ago, as hard as this might be to believe, I went 
through a “pink” light. One of Detroit’s finest pulled me over but then he noticed my plate 
had expired. Instead of giving me a ticket for running the red light, he gave me a ticket 
for my expired plate. 
  Jane and I were newly married and like many young couples, we were tight. I’d 
somehow convinced Jane that it wouldn’t matter if we waited another week, until my 
next pay check, to renew our plates. Was I ever wrong! The next day I was pulled over 
again for my expired plates and ticketed again. After that I got smarter and began 
carrying the original ticket with me. During the next week, I was pulled over nearly every 
day. Fortunately, because I was carrying the first ticket, I wasn’t ticketed again, though 
one cop did threaten to write me another one. Well, if I didn’t have the money for the 
plates, I certainly didn’t have the money for the ticket, so I went to court in downtown 
Detroit to see if I could avoid a fine. 
  I’ll never forget it. It was an education! People were dressed in their best, trying to 
convince the Judge they were innocent. I’d never heard so many excuses for why 
people did the things that they did. One guy even had pictures to show that the signage 
was wrong and that’s why he was innocent. I listened to several hours of this before my 
case was called. Fortunately, because I’d renewed my plates, the Judge let me off with 
a warning. But it was quite an education into our legal system for me.  
  In Revelation 20 we have the mother of all judgments. It’s a courtroom scene that’s 
frightening and even chilling. This judgment is the last event in time before God ushers 
in eternity. It’s the termination point in His prophetic program for humanity. It’s best 
known by the description of the seat upon which this Judge sits, “Then I saw a great 
white throne” (Rev. 20:11). The white throne is the event most people are referring to 
when they refer to “judgment day” in terms of having to face God. 
  Can you feel the sadness and despair of this scene? Can you picture billions of 
people, going all the way back to Cain to the last ones deceived by Satan at the end of 
the Millennium. They’re all standing before the throne of God, each one having to give 
an account of themselves on that terrifying day. There are no excuses. There’s nothing 
to shield them from God’s omniscience, His omnipotence and wrath. It’s a terrible day. 

  

2. The Judge is not Jesus the Savior, it’s Jesus the righteous Judge. The 
word “throne” is mentioned some fifty times in the book of Revelation. Revelation opens 
with a throne and closes with the Great White Throne. The throne is great because it’s 
majestic; this after all, is the throne of God. This is the throne that exists from all of 
eternity. It’s described as a white throne—absolute holiness, absolute purity. No one 
standing before it will be able to tweak their record to make themselves look better. 
There’s no possibility of bribery or bartering for an out-of-court settlement. They’ll 
appropriately cringe in the presence of the sovereign all-knowing judge who will 
adjudicate with thoroughness. No hidden facts or extenuating circumstances, just vivid 
truth and searing justice. All those who appear here will intuitively know that this Judge 
administers justly. 



  Since the Trinity is involved in all of God's works, we shouldn’t be surprised that there 
are references to God the Father as well as God the Son as ruling together in a 
passage like Revelation 5:13. “To Him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be 
blessing and honor and glory and might forever and ever!” Both the Father and Jesus 
are described as ruling together. 
  However, at the great white throne judgment, it’s Jesus alone who sits on this throne. 
Jesus told His disciples, “The Father judges no one, but has given all judgment to the 
Son” (John 5:22). The Apostle Paul, speaking of the day of judgment, said, “because He 
has fixed a day on which He will judge the world in righteousness by a Man whom He 
has appointed; and of this He has given assurance to all by raising Him from the 
dead” (Acts 17: 31). It’s Jesus who’s the Judge. Meek and mild baby Jesus whom 
people love at Christmas—the little baby who’s thought of for a week and then put out of 
the minds of many during the rest of the year—He’s the One sitting on the throne. The 
Redeemer is now the judge. This is the Day when Phil. 2:10 is ultimately fulfilled: “at the 
name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 
Father.” Those who had no time for Him, rejected Him in this life, will all one day all bow 
before Him as their Judge at the Great White Throne Judgment. 

  

3. This Judgment is not in heaven or earth. Something really strange happens. It’s 
beyond our frame of reference, verse 11, “Then I saw a great white throne and Him who 
was seated on it. From His presence earth and sky fled away, and no place was found 
for them.” The appearance of this great white throne and its Occupant is so awesome, 
pure and holy, that even creation can’t stand before Him, so they flee His presence. The 
whiteness is beyond anything we can imagine. It’s dazzling and unrelenting. It speaks of 
final misery and doom that will be unrelieved by any token of mercy. The destiny of all 
who enter this courtroom has been sealed. All that remains is to determine the degree 
of punishment that will be meted out. 
  The holiness of God is beyond our comprehension. A.W. Tozer said, “We cannot 
grasp the true meaning of the divine holiness by thinking of someone or something very 
pure and then raising the concept to the highest degree we are capable of. God’s 
holiness is not simply the best we know infinitely bettered. We know nothing like the 
divine holiness. It stands apart, unique, unapproachable, incomprehensible and 
unattainable. The natural man is blind to it. He may fear God’s power and admire God’s 
wisdom, but His holiness he cannot even imagine.” When Christ fully reveals His 
holiness, for the creation it’s so overwhelming that both heaven and earth flee. These 
are the old heaven and the old earth, and they won’t come back. They’ll be, as we’ll 
study next weekend, replaced by new ones once sin has been purged once for all from 
the universe. 
  Scholars differ as to whether God will annihilate the present universe completely and 
create a new one out of nothing, or whether the earth will be purified by fire and then re-
created. Either way, when hordes of people stand before the great white throne, they’ll 
see nothing except that Throne and the One who sits on it. Earth will be invisible, no 
galaxy will be in sight, and they’ll be standing in line knowing the judgment that awaits 
them. 



  If a defendant today stands before a judge in fear, not knowing how strictly he’ll be 
sentenced, multiply that terror a million times. Intuitively, each will know what awaits 
them. In the presence of the holiness of God and the white majestic throne, they’ll not 
have to wonder for long what’s in store for their immediate future. 

  

4. This Judgment is for all who have never committed their lives to Christ. “And I 
saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. 
Then another book was opened, which is the book of life.” The defendants at this 
judgment are not found in the Book of Life. Christians aren’t anywhere to be found at 
this judgment. The penalty for their sins was laid on Christ. Their names were written in 
the Book of Life. But as C. S. Lewis once said, “There are only two kinds of people in 
the end: those who say to God, ‘Thy will be done’ and those to whom God says, ‘Thy 
will be done’.” Everyone that’s at the Great White Throne has chosen to be there! A 
loving God doesn’t send people to Hell, they send themselves there. 
  The scene at the Great White Throne will be heartrending. As each person steps 
forward, the various books will be opened, pointing out what was required to have been 
accepted as a child of God. When He solemnly opens the Book of Life and begins to 
look down this immense directory for the person's name, His gentle hands will turn the 
pages, wishing to find the name of the accused…but it won't be there. 
  “And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne” (Rev. 20:12). Where 
do they all come from? The sea gave up the dead that were in it; Death and Hades 
gave up their dead. They’re all before the throne because God summons them from 
across the world and time, and they must appear. No exceptions. In ancient times it 
believed that if you drowned in the sea, sharks ate you. If you were cremated and your 
ashes were sprinkled on the sea, not even the gods could retrieve you. To be cremated 
was an inviting option since according to the folklore, you’d be spared from judgment. 
Cremation was like an insurance policy because the gods couldn’t put you back 
together and call you to account. Yet this is contradicted here where we learn that God 
will remember those who died in the sea and calls them forth. 
  On June 1, 1962 the cremated body of the Nazi butcher Adolf Eichmann was taken by 
an Israeli Navy patrol boat and thrown into the Mediterranean Sea beyond the territorial 
waters of Israel. The world was rid of him, but Eichmann still has an appointment with 
God. The body of Osama bin Laden, the evil mastermind of 9/11, was also thrown into 
icy waters. We’re relieved that his evil on earth ended, but he’ll be raised to give an 
account for his multiple crimes. The oceans will give up their dead when God speaks. 
They’ll appear before His judgment seat and be appropriately punished in everlasting 
fire. John MacArthur, “God knows every speck of human dust and every strand of DNA 
and He calls it forth from deserts, caves, jungles, seas, tombs, ghettos and 
palaces.” They’ll all be there. Their bodies resurrected; Judgment day has finally come. 
  No matter where bodies were buried, whether in land or sea, the dead will be raised 
for judgment. They’ll come from earthquakes where bodies were destroyed and turned 
to ashes. God calls them forth from coffins beautifully lined with satin, as well as those 
whose bodies were thrown away in tornadoes, floods, and famines. All unbelievers, 
those who’ve never come under the protection of God's grace, will be resurrected to 
give account. 



  What else happens? “Death and Hades gave up the dead who were in them.” When 
the unconverted die, their body is buried but their soul goes to Hades, a place of 
torment. There they await final judgment. Just as believers will have our souls join our 
bodies when the Rapture takes place, in the case of unbelievers, their souls in Hades 
will join their new eternal resurrected bodies as they’re readied for final judgment. 
  Please understand that Hades is not Purgatory. The doctrine of Purgatory was based 
on a faulty understanding of the doctrine of justification. The medieval belief was that no 
one dies righteous enough to enter heaven, so most people had to go to Purgatory to 
be "purged from their sins." Hopefully, they’d eventually be ready for heaven. The Bible 
teaches that the moment we believe on Christ, we’re declared righteous and fit for 
heaven. Purgatory is a myth and doesn’t exist. 
  However, all who enter Hades (unbelievers) will eventually be thrown into the lake of 
fire. Hades is a real place with real people waiting to be judged and then consigned to 
hell. They’re fully aware of who they are and the details of their existence. At this point 
their travel plans cannot be rerouted; their fate is sealed. 
  We read that the small and great stood before God. John undoubtedly wants us to 
understand that this refers to people of different rank and stations in life. A king stands 
next to someone who died in poverty. Standing next to Hitler are moral people who 
spent their lives helping Jews escape the terror of the Holocaust. Famous celebrities 
stand with unknowns of this world; the rich stand with the poor. The aged stand 
alongside the younger generation. 
  What unites these diverse people and brings them together? They all have this in 
common: they lack the righteousness God demands for entrance into heaven, the 
righteousness that’s a gift from God for those who run to the Cross and trust in Jesus. 
Human goodness can’t save them; only the gift of divine goodness could have qualified 
them for a heavenly entrance. As Paul assured the believers in his day,“Since, 
therefore, we have now been justified by His blood, much more shall we be saved by 
Him from the wrath of God” (Romans 5:9). 

  

5. There is no defence attorney. One of the most encouraging verses for a Christian is 
1 John 2:1, “My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. 
But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the 
righteous.” This word “advocate” is from the Greek wordparaclete. It refers to one who is 
called alongside to help, especially in a court of law. If you’ve been accused of a crime, 
you need a defense attorney to come to your aid and plead your case before the bench. 
Jesus is our defense attorney or Advocate in heaven “with the Father.” Jesus is always 
before the Father in Heaven. He never takes a vacation or even a coffee break. 
Whenever we need Him (which is always!), He’s always there, coming to our aid. When 
we sin, Satan, the accuser of Christians (Rev. 12:10) charges us as guilty before God. 
But Jesus Christ, our defense attorney, steps to the bench, butHe doesn’t enter a plea 
of “not guilty.” That wouldn’t be true. We have sinned. Instead He enters a plea of guilty, 
but then He argues for pardon because He Himself paid our penalty for sin with His own 
substitutionary death. Therefore, His client is not liable for punishment. 
  Tragically, those at the Great White Throne don’t have that. The Great White Throne is 
unlike any courtroom we’ve ever seen. It will have a Judge but no jury, a prosecutor but 



no defense attorney, and a sentence but no appeal. None of those things will exist in 
this courtroom because Jesus Christ will judge the unbelieving world with absolute 
justice. Nothing will be missed or overlooked as unsaved people from throughout history 
appear before Him in the final judgment of the ages. 

  

6. There are varying degrees of punishment. A man once came to Pastor Tony 
Evans and told him that he was leaving Tony’s church in Dallas because he was 
learning too much of the Bible, and he didn't want to be held accountable for having 
greater knowledge. I've heard a lot of excuses in my years of ministry, but that one was 
unique. This man was trying to run from the Word, but the Bible says, “So whoever 
knows the right thing to do and fails to do it, for him it is sin” (James 4:17). God's Word 
will be the standard of judgment at the Great White Throne. 
  Revelation 20:12 says, “And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the 
throne, and books were opened. Then another book was opened, which is the book of 
life. And the dead were judged by what was written in the books, according to what they 
had done.” There is a period of evaluation. The records will be examined, the "books 
were opened." We know that there will be at least two books used in the judgment: one 
containing all of their works and also the Book of Life. As the books are opened, no 
doubt each person will be shocked to discover that God has been keeping a meticulous 
record of all of their works, words, and thoughts, whether good or bad. The judgment 
will be highly personal and individual. "Each one" will be judged according to his/her 
works. To be a just judgment it must be an individual judgment, person by person. We 
don't know how long it will take God to do this because He doesn’t have the same time 
constraints like we do. What we do know is that regardless of being in a different realm 
that we can hardly imagine, each person will have his/her moment before God. 
  With an open book then, their works will be examined. What they did and what they 
said will be a part of the evaluation. As Jesus taught, “for by your words you will be 
justified, and by your words you will be condemned” (Matt. 12:37). Can you imagine the 
plight of those who gossiped, griped or used vulgar language? There won’t be a single 
word or deed overlooked. It will all be there recorded in the book.  
  Even more telling, the secrets of the heart will be judged (Rom. 2:16). Motives will be 
examined to expose what they did or didn't do, and why. The lies told, cover-ups, anger, 
selfish, envious, and lustful thoughts: all will be exposed. No one will debate what God 
will reveal because they’ll know intuitively that it’s meticulously accurate. 
  One reason for opening the books is that there will be degrees of punishment. The 
severity of the evil will be balanced against the amount of knowledge a person had of 
right and wrong, and of the gospel message. In the lineup before the throne, Hitler might 
be standing by some compassionate person who bravely opposed his evil deeds yet 
never trusted Christ. Once the individual judgments are over, the two will be consigned 
to very different levels of punishment. Jesus said, “Everyone to whom much was given, 
of him much will be required, and from him to whom they entrusted much, they will 
demand the more”(Luke 12:48). Responsibility is based on knowledge. The one who 
knows God's ways will be punished more than the person who didn't. It will all be just. 
  Someone might say, “But isn’t God overreacting to their sin? Isn’t their punishment 
greater than the crime? Sure, they sinned against God; yes, they did some evil things, 



but don't we all?” In reply to this question, consider this: What if, as the theologian 
Jonathan Edwards believed—what if the greatness of the sin was dependent on the 
greatness of the person against whom it was committed? 
  When I was a kid, if and when it finally snowed in Georgia, we’d throw snowballs at 
each other. We never got in trouble for that. But sometimes we’d throw them at cars. 
What if you threw a snowball at a mail carrier. You might be in a bit of trouble. If you 
threw it at a cop, that’d be even more serious. And if you threw a snowball at the 
President of the United States, you’d be arrested and jailed. The higher we go up the 
ladder of greatness and importance, the more culpability we have for our sin. 
  Think of the fact that all of our sins are against the holy, righteous God who created us. 
That makes even so called small sins a very serious offense. It’s not possible to 
exaggerate how offensive our sin is toward God. Over and over again, the Bible tells us 
that God is holy, that God is pure, that He’s righteous. R. C. Sproul makes this insightful 
observation from Isaiah 6, “The Bible says that God is holy, holy, holy. Not that He is 
merely holy, or even holy, holy. He is holy, holy, holy. The Bible never says that God is 
love, love, love, or mercy, mercy, mercy, or wrath, wrath, wrath, or justice, justice, 
justice. It does say that He is holy, holy, holy, the whole earth is full of His glory.” 
  If you saw a roach run across your kitchen counter, I doubt you’d just walk away and 
say, "Oh well, it's not bothering anyone." You’re going to squash that thing because 
your nature doesn't allow you to tolerate insects in your kitchen. God always responds 
to sin with wrath and justice because sin goes against His nature. God’s fierce wrath 
against sin is as much a reflection of His character as His love is. 
  God judges and condemns those who’ve never accepted Christ’s sacrifice for their sin 
because He is holy and just. Sin must be judged and eradicated. 

  

7. It will be an eternal judgment. For years Tom Malone pastored Emmanuel Baptist 
Church in Pontiac, Michigan. In a sermon on the Great White Throne Judgment he 
shared this story: He said: “I went to a home some years ago and a lady came to the 
door. She must have had four or five children, and she was a bedraggled-looking lady 
who lived in a little, poor, humble home. The children looked emaciated and sickly and 
didn’t look like they had enough clothes. I began to talk to the woman and told her who I 
was. I said, ‘I am Brother Malone, pastor of the Emmanuel Baptist Church, and I would 
like you to come to our church.’ I went on to talk to her about the Lord, and she said, 
‘Now, Preacher, let me tell you something. I am not a Christian. My husband is a 
drunkard, and every Friday night when he gets his pay cheek he doesn’t head home, he 
heads for the bar. He drinks up most of it in the bar with his drunkard cronies, and these 
little children and me, his own wife, have had to suffer because my husband is a 
drunkard and a lot of other things that he ought not to be.’ Then she said, ‘Preacher, I 
believe as much as I ever believed in anything in my life, I am getting my hell right here.’ 
(Then Tom Malone said) As I heard her tragic story, my heart went out to her. Here was 
a woman who had borne these children and had been a good wife to this man, but she 
had felt his beatings and she had been deprived of the normal things of life and she 
said, ‘Preacher, I am getting my hell right here on earth.’ I had to tell that lady, ‘No, you 
are not.’ I had to tell her, ‘Some day, unless you are saved, you are going to have to 



spend eternity in the same hell with that drunkard husband of yours. That is where you 
are going’." 
  John said the lake of fire is “the second death” (Rev. 21:8). To experience a second 
death, there must have been a first death. The first death that mankind experienced was 
because of original sin, which takes us back all the way to the beginning of time in the 
Garden of Eden. When God commanded Adam not to eat from the Tree of the 
Knowledge of Good and Evil, He added this warning, "In the day that you eat from it you 
shall surely die" (Gen. 2:17). You know what happened. Adam and Eve ate from the 
Tree and died the same day—not physically, but spiritually. They were driven from the 
Garden and from God's presence and saddled with the curse of sin. 
  This was the first death. It consisted of lost fellowship with God. When our first parents 
sinned, the human race was banned from Paradise, cut off from God, and sent out to 
live in a world cursed by thorns and weeds and sickness and physical death. 
Wonderfully, in His death on the cross, Jesus Christ provided redemption from the curse 
of sin by taking our curse on Himself and paying the price for sin (Gal. 3:13). If you’re a 
Christian, you’re removed from the curse. In other words, the effects of the first death 
can be reversed, but the second death is irreversible. It’s eternal. Like the first death, 
the second death involves removal from God's presence, except that this removal is 
forever. The second death is the permanent separation from God and His grace. 

  

Conclusion: Shortly before his recent death, ex-Beatle George Harrison was asked 
about his spiritual journey. The question was fitting since it was Harrison who introduced 
the Beatles to Eastern religion in the 60’s and (after the group broke up) wrote the 
song My Sweet Lord (a hymn of praise to the Hindu deity Krishna). To the end of his 
life, Harrison continued to investigate spiritual matters. He summed up his priorities this 
way: “Everything else in life can wait, but the search for God cannot wait.” 
  George Harrison was right. We were made to know God and nothing is more important 
than filling the “God-shaped vacuum” inside every heart. Nothing this world offers can 
take the place of knowing the God who made you. If you live 30 or 40 or 50 or 60 or 70 
or 80 years and don’t know God, it doesn’t matter what else you’ve done with your 
life…because you’re going to miss the real world, you're going to be eternally separated 
from God. 
  The massive Toyota recall a while back reminds me of a blurb I read some years ago 
about a Christian woman who held a high position in General Motors. On her office door 
was a sign: “One Maker ultimately recalls all His products.” 
  Someday we’re all going to stand before God to give an account. Some will enter into 
eternal life and the joy of the Lord. Others will wait to stand before God at the Great 
White Throne Judgment. 
  My friend, if you don’t know Jesus, don’t let the delay in the recall lull you into thinking 
that it won’t happen. It only seems delayed because God’s perspective of time is 
radically different than our perspective. And, because of His patience, He waits for all to 
come to repentance. Don’t be caught off guard. Repent of your sins and come to Christ 
while you can…because some day it will be too late. 
 


