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Please, please forgive me, 

But I won't be home again. 

Maybe someday you'll look up, 

And, barely conscious, you'll say to no one: 

"Isn't something missing?" 

 

You won't cry for my absence, I know - 

You forgot me long ago. 

Am I that unimportant...? 

Am I so insignificant...? 

Isn't something missing? 

Isn't someone missing me? 

Even though I'm the sacrifice, 

You won't try for me, not now. 

Though I'd die to know you love me, 

I'm all alone. 

Isn't someone missing me? 

 

  Those haunting lyrics are from the popular song, Missing, by Evanescence (picture). It’s a song of desperation. The dictionary defines Desperation as: the 

state of being desperate or having the state of recklessness of despair.  

  We’ve all been there. Teens wondering if they’ll ever be loved. A marriage crumbling. An addict desperate to kick the habit. A financial crisis.  

  Probably no one feels desperation like a parent with a very sick child. Jennifer Garner recently starred in Miracles from Heaven (picture). It’s based on a 

true story. If you want to know how to empathize with a parent who has a very ill or dying child watch Miracles from Heaven.  

  Our story in Luke today is a story of desperation, a desperate father with a very sick son. Eventually, all of us come to points of Desperation. That’s the 

scene we encounter in our text. Please turn to Luke 9:37-45 (p. 867).  

  Jesus with Peter, James and John came down from the Mount of Transfiguration to face a large crowd. Out of it, a man shouts, begging Jesus to heal his only 

son who’s plagued by a disease similar to epilepsy. But it’s worse than epilepsy. A demon is exploiting the physical disease and making it much worse. The 

distraught father had begged the nine disciples who’d not accompanied Jesus onto the mountain, but they couldn’t cast out the demon.  

  While this account is recorded in all three of the synoptic gospels, Luke leaves out many details Matthew and Mark include. He doesn’t mention the father’s 

heartfelt appeal or Jesus’ subsequent discussion with His disciples about prayer. Luke’s focus instead is on the desperation and failure of the disciples and on 

God’s power and plans. He wants us to learn that… 

 

1. Mountaintop experiences are wonderful yet most of life is lived in the valley. Although verse 37 begins a fresh narrative, Luke connects it to the 

Transfiguration that’s just taken place. As this next scene unfolds it becomes clear again how important it is that Jesus’ disciples understand the divine 

purpose of seemingly opposite elements: dishonor, rejection and even a horrible death on one hand – the exercise of divine authority, elevated status before 

God the Father, and salvific mission on the other.   

  “On the next day, when they had come down from the mountain, a great crowd met Him.” The contrast is striking. On the one hand we have the three 

disciples ecstatic from experiencing the Shekinah glory of God on the mountain, while the other nine have been defeated by the powers of darkness in the 

valley. But the supremacy of Jesus is evident in both places. Jesus is at work as much in the valley as He is on the mountain.  



  Peter, James and John would have loved to have stayed on the mountain. They’d seen Christ in all His glory there. Most of us despise the valley. But they’d 

now see Christ’s glory below in the valley. It’s good to see the majesty above but we must not miss the majesty below. The crowds too see what the three 

alone saw on the mountain. Verse 43, “All were astonished at the majesty of God.” The word “majesty” is the same word the Apostle Peter later uses in 1 

Peter as he writes about the mountaintop experience.  

  Last week I was talking with a friend who’s involved in an important task. He wants to quit and told me, “the joy has gone out of it.” Much of life is lived in 

the valley. Going to work, taking care of kids, paying bills, cooking, cleaning and picking up after the dog. It’s all valley stuff. We’ve been contaminated by a 

culture that doesn’t see God in the normal, even in the dismal valley. It lives for the mountaintop, for the exciting. We become addicted to the ecstatic and 

miss out on God working in the normal, especially in the valley. If you fail to partner with God in the normal and don’t learn to walk with Him in the valley, 

you’re in for a long, hard, life. 

  Weekends are 2, maybe 2.5 days. Friday’s a wash. You’re wiped out from the week. Sunday night you’re preparing, even dreading the coming week. You 

really only have 1.5 days of potential ecstasy. Too often we forget God is at work and is as much a part of the valley as He is on the mountaintop. Serving, not 

isolation or me-time is what Jesus is all about. Jesus may withdraw for special times with God, but He doesn’t withdraw for long.  

  There are needs in the valley and Jesus is moved by love and compassion. Ministry, not “me time” gives life the most fulfillment. On the mountaintop Jesus 

displayed His glorious majesty, while in the valley Satan displays his ugly, cruel violence. We were never meant to live life withdrawn upon the mountaintop. 

That time is meant to give us spiritual energy for the day to day. The abundant Christian is the one who’s learned from the Lord Jesus, “More blessings come 

from giving than from receiving” (Acts 20:35).  

  We must learn to walk with Jesus in the valley or we’ll never be prepared for the pain and desperation that always comes. And it always comes.  

  Italian mountain climber, Reinhold Messner (picture), is a legend in the mountain climbing community. Men’s Journal dubbed him the greatest mountaineer 

of his generation, maybe the greatest mountaineer of all time.  

  Here’s the short list of Messner’s climbing achievements. He and his climbing partner, Peter Haber, were the first ones to scale Mount Everest without the 

use of bottled oxygen. Scientists and doctors said it was absolute suicide and couldn’t be done. That didn’t stop Messner from trying to do it. Then, he turned 

right around in 1980 and climbed Everest again, but this time he did it solo. To make it even more exciting for him, he used a route never before climbed and 

did it in four days. It began his journey of trying to summit the world’s tallest mountains. In the 1980s he became the first man to top all 14 of the world’s 

8000 meter summits. These 14 are known as the holy grail of climbing. So how high is 8000 meters? It’s 26,247 feet. So how tall is 26,247 feet? Mount 

Everest is 29,000 feet. That’s the height commercial airliners like to cruise at. This is how high these men are climbing just for the fun of it. They understand 

the effect that the mountain summit can have on people and are a bit crazy.  

  Reinhold Messner has seen views of the world most will never see. He’s seen the earth from a perspective that without an airplane, helicopter, or Google, 

we’ll never experience. But there’s something each one of us shares with Reinhold Messner. We all share a common pain with him.  

  After his first climbing campaign of an 8000 meter summit, he and his younger brother who was with him, Guthner, began their descent down the mountain. 

Two days into the descent an avalanche occurred. It caught up Gunther, swept him away, and killed him. They never recovered his body.  

  Not too long before Reinhold Messner was celebrating reaching one the world’s greatest highs. Then, he experienced one of life’s deepest lows. And no 

matter how exciting the summit is, all of us understand and have experienced the painful life in the valley. It’s something we can all relate to. Remember this, 

Jesus is as much with us in the valley as He is on the mount, and just as powerful. The disciples forgot that. Let’s not make their blunder.  

 

2. Desperation must drive us to Jesus. Did you know 80% of couples with a disabled child or whose child dies can’t handle the stress? The marriage 

disintegrates. As a church family, we must be sensitive to those with special needs children and surround them with Christ’s love. We must listen without 

condemnation and assist in practical ways. This desperate father and debilitated son show our own desperate need before God. 

  Jesus and the three disciples return to a chaotic situation. The others had attempted an exorcism, but failed. Mark’s Gospel indicates that a heated argument 

was in process with the teachers of the Law. Out of this tumult a father’s pathetic cry pierces the setting. ‘Teacher, I beg you to look at my son, for he is my 

only child.” As we piece the Gospel descriptions together, we get a heartbreaking picture. When the demon seizes the child, the child screams. The demon 

throws him into convulsions so he foams at the mouth. Many times the demon has caused him to throw himself in a fire or water. He’s covered with scars. 



Worse, the demon has made him deaf and dumb. The poor boy lives an aquarium-like experience, in that he can see what’s going on around his pathetic body, 

but he can’t hear or speak. His father concludes, it’s “shattering him.” Literally, “it is crushing him together.”  

  Liberal Bible scholars like William Barclay suggest the boy suffered from epileptic seizures. Many of the symptoms are similar. Yet, Scripture clearly states 

that the boy is under the control of some supernatural evil. The situation is even more heartbreaking – it’s his “only child.” Everything rides on this boy. He’s 

all he has. As the demon caused the boy to throw himself in the fire or water, the Dad feared letting his son out of his sight. Dads, imagine for a moment this is 

your son. We can feel for this Dad.   

  When Satan wants to attack us, one of the surest ways to stab us is to attack our children. Much of the brainwashing in this secular world is aimed at 

children. Parents, please pray for your children. Have biblical dialogues with them. Dads, don’t leave this to Mom. You’re the spiritual leader in the home. 

You set the spiritual temperature. You’re the one who should be making sure the family is in church. You’re the one who should be helping them think 

through a biblical worldview. God did not call you to be their buddy. He called you to be their parent. Sometimes it’s not a lot of fun. Doing the right thing is 

rarely easy, but it’s always the right thing. And share your burden. Enlist another parent to partner with you in prayer for your children.   

  Can I speak to every young person here for a moment? When you live like a pagan, when you live for the Devil, you don’t just hurt yourself, you hurt your 

parents and your grandparents…and you hurt your church family, too.   

 

3. Sometimes Jesus’ disciples are a barrier for the desperate, I’ve tried. I’ve really tried but I just can’t cheer on the Cubs (picture). I don’t want the 

Indians to win. I just don’t like the Cubs. It all goes back to one incident.  

  I was at a Brewers game several years ago and they were playing the Cubs. There was a Cubs fan in front of me, who didn’t know when to stop drinking. He 

was terribly obnoxious. Security finally had to come and remove him. It was such a turnoff to me that I just can’t be a Cubs fan.  

“And I begged Your disciples to cast it out, but they could not.” Too many times Christians hinder people from making a commitment to Christ. It goes down 

something like this. A woman feels she’s missing the meaning of life. A man comes to a point of desperation and begins looking for solutions. They begin 

exploring various religious options and consider Christianity. They start reading their Bible. They’re attracted to the person of Christ. Eventually they decide 

to go to church, where they meet some real live Christians. And that’s when the trouble sometimes starts.  

  One would hope that Christians of all people would provide a good recommendation of Christianity. Sometimes we do and people are won to Christ through 

the love of His people. Not always. Outsiders can smell hypocrisy a mile away. Or, they’re turned off by the way we blur lines between our theology and 

politics. They’re offended by caustic comments they hear us make about sinners or cultural issues. Sometimes we’re rude. Sometimes just carnal. Sometimes 

they see a Christian blow his stack. One of our most confusing behaviors is when we church hop. They can’t figure out how we can love our church one week 

and jump ship the next.  

  The real issue is not what people think of us but what they think of Jesus. Misbehaving Christians are never an excuse to reject Christ. Yet, sometimes 

people’s perceptions of the church are far more accurate than we’re willing to admit. Rather than helping them, come to Christ, we’re an obstacle. If only our 

lives were as attractive as the Christ we claim to follow. Those closest to Jesus became a barrier rather than a bridge for this Dad. That’s because… 

  a. When the people of the faith have so little, why would the faithless want to be people of faith? “Jesus answered, ‘O faithless and twisted 

generation, how long am I to be with you and bear with you’?” It’s an echo of Moses’s complaint against the Children of Israel (Deut. 22:5, 20). It’s unclear 

whether Jesus is talking to the disciples who lacked the faith to perform the exorcism, or to the crowd. Perhaps, Jesus made this statement to Himself as an 

aside. It’s also a passing reminder that the human Jesus is a “visitor” from heaven. Only days before the disciples had been on mission, part of which was 

casting out demons. Maybe after a night of communion and prayer, Jesus felt like such a stranger in the midst of unbelief.  

  This is very important in our day of the Benny Hinns. The blame is not put on those seeking healing, but on those offering it. The point is not that the Dad 

lacked faith – the “healers” lacked it. As we study all three Gospel accounts, we discover that faith was missing in their lives. They were part of an 

unbelieving generation and had lost the confidence they had once had.  

  Their devotional life was lacking, specifically prayer. Apparently, they’d allowed their devotional life to wane during this brief period of Jesus’ absence on 

the mount.  

  Most of us need to connect the dots. If you’re not spending time with the Lord, you’ll have difficulty trusting Him. Did you have a tough week? Did you 

spend time with the Lord this past week? Could it be your “tough” week is directly connected to a lack of time with Jesus?  



  In Mark’s account, Jesus told His disciples: “This kind cannot be driven out by anything but prayer” (Mark 9:29). We must understand how vital prayer is in 

a believer’s life. Prayer is what connects this week’s account in Luke with last week’s. Why did Jesus go up the mountain to begin with? To pray.  

  The amount we pray is proportional to our faith. You can learn a lot about somebody and their faith walk with their prayer life. Why don’t we pray? Psalms 

10:4 says it’s because of our pride, “In his pride the wicked man does not seek [God].” We can never fight spiritual battles in our own strength.  

  The foundation of the Christian life is faith in the Lord Jesus. In perhaps the clearest statement in Scripture, Paul wrote in Ephesians 2:8-9: “For by grace 

you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast.” Faith is foundational 

to our spiritual growth. Hebrews 11:6: “Without faith it is impossible to please [God], for whoever would draw near to God must believe that He exists 

and that He rewards those who seek Him.”  

  Faith is not some vague, ambiguous term or a groundless leap in the dark. Biblical faith is believing in who God is and what He has said in His Word. Faith 

is founded on God’s Word. Romans 10:17: “So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the Word of Christ.”  

  Genuine faith inevitably results in trusting God and obedience to Him. One of the best illustrations of that is Hebrews 11. It’s the record of men and women 

who trusted God. The word “faith” appears twenty-five times in that one chapter. Jesus is giving His disciples a crucial lesson about faith.  

  Some years ago, when the Southern Baptists were bickering over the inerrancy of Scripture, Tony Campolo (picture) gave a speech at their Convention. He 

said: “I don't know why you're worrying so much about the inerrancy of the Scripture; after you prove that it’s inerrant, you’re not going to do what it says 

anyway.” Ouch! The truth is when it comes to listening to Jesus, we find it easier to talk about faith but difficult to live by faith.  

  How’s your faith? Do you believe God is sovereign over your troubles? When you've lost your job, when the economy is bad…money's not coming in, when 

the relationship between spouses or parent and child is so bad you can't ever see it getting better, or when whatever trouble of life hits — Do you believe God 

is sovereign over your troubles? When the people of the faith have so little, why would the faithless want to be people of faith? 

  b. God’s intervention is to bring glory to Himself. “‘Bring your son here.’ While he was coming, the demon threw him to the ground and convulsed him. But 

Jesus rebuked the unclean spirit and healed the boy, and gave him back to his father. And all were astonished at the majesty of God.” Once again Jesus shows 

His power. Once again Jesus shows His compassion, particularly for children. 

  If this were a fairy tale, it would embellish the manner in which Jesus delivered and healed this boy. Luke nearly understates the healing. While he describes 

the boy’s convulsions in detail, he simply states, “Jesus rebuked the unclean spirit, and healed the boy, and gave him back to his father” (9:42). He goes on to 

clarify what happened by showing the reaction of the crowd: “All were astonished at the majesty of God.” The great news is that, “Greater is He who is in 

you than he who is in the world” (1 John 4:4).  

  While this is a story about God’s ability to deliver this boy from this demon, it shows God’s power to save the most difficult people from Satan’s domain. If 

we had heaven’s perspective, we’d realize it’s a far greater miracle for Jesus to save a lost sinner from Satan’s power than it is for Him to heal someone with a 

physical ailment. Physical healing is a temporary extension of life; spiritual deliverance goes on for eternity. 

  Our earthbound minds hear of a miracle of physical healing and we marvel. But the angels in heaven marvel over a soul saved from hell. If we would truly 

see this, we’d spend more time interceding with God for His greater miracles of saving lost people and far less time praying for miracles to make us more 

comfortable. My friend, if you’re in bondage to sin and to Satan, if you’ll simply call upon the Lord Jesus Christ, He will save you by His grace. 

 

4. God’s plans are frequently foreign to us, “But while they were all marveling at everything He was doing, Jesus said to His disciples, ‘Let these words 

sink into your ears: The Son of Man is about to be delivered into the hands of men.’ But they did not understand this saying, and it was concealed from them, 

so that they might not perceive it. And they were afraid to ask Him about this saying.” If it were anyone else, we’d say Jesus was a party pooper. They’re 

marveling at the miracle, now He’s talking about His death.  

  Jesus knows the fickleness of the crowd. Here was triumph. Jesus mastered the demons and astonished the crowd. In that very moment when they’re ready to 

acclaim Him, Jesus told them He was on His way to die. It would have been so easy for Jesus to take the way of popular success. But once the miracle is 

complete, Jesus again points to the Cross. It’s His greatness that He rejected acclaim and chose the Cross.  

  His mission, the main message of the Gospel is not that Jesus can perform exorcisms or work other wonders, although of course, He can. The main message 

is that He came to suffer and die for our sins on the Cross.  



  We make the same mistake the disciples made, though in a different way. While we keep the cross near the center of our worship, we don’t always keep it at 

the center of our daily discipleship. Jesus has called us to follow Him all the way to crucifixion. He’s called us to deny ourselves, take up our cross daily and 

follow Him. Too often we take our eyes off the cross. We’re not satisfied with Jesus. Instead we want all of the other things life has to offer. We’re not willing 

to suffer the embarrassment of talking about Jesus with friends or risk harming our careers by taking a stand on biblical issues or even to give up some of the 

comforts of life to be able to give financially so the Gospel can be spread more. We don’t want to suffer, even for Jesus, so we take our eyes off the cross. The 

cross must be kept at the center in our lives. It must remain at the center of our evangelism, stewardship, marriages and family life, and as a community of 

believers in a local church.  

  God’s plans are frequently foreign to us. Last Wednesday Jane and I dropped off Aaron at O’Hare as he flew back to Taiwan. Aaron spending a few years 

in Taiwan teaching English wouldn’t have been in my plans.  

  Can I ask a question, most of us don’t want to consider? Could we be facing “God’s had enough moment” in America? Old Testament prophets didn’t want 

God to judge their nation. I understand that. But with America’s debauchery, our apathy toward innocent human life, perhaps we’re failing to understand that 

God is going to judge America.  

 

Conclusion: This story should encourage us. It brings home for us that your situation is never too desperate to bring to Jesus. It should encourage us to bring 

our problems to the Lord because He’s gracious to work on our behalf even when our faith is weak and our understanding is misdirected. He didn’t wait until 

this father had great faith to deliver his son. He didn’t wait until the disciples had strong faith and clear understanding before He used them in His purpose. He 

is full of compassion and mercy. If we bring our troubles and problems to Him, though our faith may be weak and our understanding cloudy, He is often 

gracious to deliver us by His mighty power. 

  One of the spiritually healthiest places we can be is desperate. In fact, a lack of a sense of desperation for God can be deadly. If we don’t feel desperate for 

God, we don’t cry out to him. Love for this present world sets in subtly, like a spiritual leprosy, damaging spiritual nerve endings so that we don’t feel the 

erosion and decay happening until it’s too late. 

  As I was studying, I had a question that’s unanswered in our text – Why did the Dad wait so long to go to Jesus? It’s apparent this had been going on for 

some time. Maybe it’s because he wasn’t desperate enough? Is God working in your life to bring you to the point of desperation? Are you desperate yet?   

  Can I say something in love? Some of you have children or grandchildren who are far from God. If something does not change, they’re headed to an eternal 

Christless eternity. If there is one area where I believe we need to be desperate, it is for our children and grandchildren. This man, in desperation, brought his 

son to Jesus, because his son was under Satan’s control.  

  Our children’s, grandchildren’s greatest need is not health or wealth, or a good education. It’s not being good or moral, or successful. It’s knowing Jesus. It’s 

having a personal relationship with Him. It’s going to heaven.  

  Do your children, your grandchildren know Jesus? Are they living for Him? If they’re living under Satan’s control, let me challenge you to become 

desperate on their behalf, like this Dad. Pray that they will know Christ. Pray that they will live for Jesus. If you’re children are possessed by Satan, not 

demon possessed but under his domain, get desperate. I had a parent share with me recently this insightful statement: “A parent hates to pray that the Lord 

will use whatever it takes to turn their kids around.”  

  All of us need to be desperate so that God can bless us and we can have the fulfilled life He wants to give us. We must be desperate for God. We need to 

pray: “So God, whatever it takes, increase our awareness of our dependence on you in everything! Keep us desperate for You so that the deceitfulness of sin 

does not harden our hearts” (Hebrews 3:13).  

 

 

   

 

   


