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Christmas is a wonderful season just because of the unique music we only sing once a year. But since we only hear 

Christmas music for a short period, we may have trouble with some of the lyrics. One second grade teacher in Atlanta 

asked her students to write out the words of their favorite Christmas songs. Here are some of the results she got:  

 

 On the first day of Christmas my tulip gave to me.  

 Deck the Halls with Buddy Holly.  

 He’s makin’ a list, chicken and rice.  

 Olive, the other reindeer.  

 With the jelly toast proclaim. 

 In the meadow we can build a snowman; the pretend that he is sparse and brown.  

 You’ll tell Carol, “Be a skunk I require.” 

 Noel, Noel. Barney’s the king of Israel.  

 

  There have been many wonderful songs written about the birth of Jesus. One of the more recent ones that’s become a 

favorite is: “Mary, Did You Know?” The words were written by Mark Lowery. In 1984 he wrote the words as part of a 

Christmas program for his home church in Nashville. The words were used as narration spoken between the songs. “I 

tried to picture Mary holding the baby Jesus on the first Christmas morning and wondered what she was thinking about 

that child,” he says. “She knew he was special–the Virgin Birth was her first clue–but could she ever imagine all the 

things that he would do while he was here?” Long after the musical the power of those questions lingered with Lowery. 

In 1990 he shared them with his musician friend, Buddy Greene, who put them to music. Since then, the song has 

blessed millions of people.  

  This Christmas morning we’re continuing our series on the “Fear Nots” of the nativity narrative. We find one in Luke 1 

with Mary. Let’s read the section of scripture where the angel announces Jesus birth to young Mary. As with most people 

who see an angel, Mary is terrified, Luke 1:26-38 (p. 855).  

  J. Hudson Taylor (picture), pioneer missionary to China, said these words: “There are three stages in any great work 

attempted for God: impossible, difficult, done.” God often begins with the impossible. Most things in His work get 

started in exactly the same way. When God wants to do something big, He starts with something very small. When He 

wants to do the miraculous, He starts with the impossible. When the Father sent His Son into the world, He didn’t send 

Him to New York or Chicago or even Rome. He sent him to the tiny village of Bethlehem. God loves to start small 

because then He can show his power in a mighty way, the impossible. He alone is the one who gets the credit because 

most of us don’t want the credit for small beginnings. We’d rather start big and go from there. 

  Mary lived in Nazareth; a small town about 70 miles northeast of Jerusalem. Tradition says Gabriel delivered His 

startling announcement to Mary while she was drawing water from a small well. Many think it happened this way 

because it would have been the only place a woman in Nazareth would be all alone. It was a woman's job to bring water 

to the home and at that time there was only one source of water in Nazareth, a tiny well with room for only one person at 

a time to enter. Scholars believe Gabriel came to Mary with his news as she was alone drawing from this well. 

  Scripture records that at the time of Gabriel's announcement Mary was "pledged” or betrothed to Joseph. Jewish 

betrothal was far different from our modern concept of engagement. It lasted a full year and was far more binding than 

engagement. It involved a public ceremony, sort of a "pre-wedding," after which Mary's property belonged to her future 

husband.  

  If Joseph had died during this period, Mary would have been his legal widow. Only divorce could break a Jewish 

betrothal. Though they weren’t yet married and didn’t enjoy any kind of physical relationship, during their betrothal 

period had either been unfaithful, the act would have been classified as adultery. One purpose of this betrothal year was 

to demonstrate the fidelity of both partners. That’s the time period we find Mary in. She’s never been sexually intimate. 

Luke unpacks for us, No Fear of the Humanly Impossible. Because what God was going to do was humanly 

impossible.  

 

1. God often changes our very possible plans. Often we say fear is the absence of faith. Actually fear is faith…it’s just 

faith in the wrong things. 



  Fear is placing your faith in the “what-ifs” of life. What if the economy falls apart? What if I lose my job? What if 

someone I love gets cancer? What if I never get married? Fears just goes on and on. Fear is placing our faith in the 

worst-case scenario. Fear is worrying our plans are going to be messed up.  

  Have you ever experienced this? Interruption in your life by God? There’s a very important principle we can learn from 

this story and it’s this – what we call interruptions, God sees as invitations. Those times where we feel like what God 

might want from us would really interrupt what we have going in life, He’s often, calling us to something better than 

what we had planned. 

  Mary was probably imagining a very ordinary Jewish life. Get married, have some kids, live in a cozy little home, enjoy 

days of shopping and coffee with her girlfriends, you know, a nice, normal life. She might never have chosen the type of 

life God had in store for her – moving around in fear of her life for the first couple of years, raising God’s child (talk 

about stress!), having your child hated and mocked by many. Mary would never have chosen those hardships. But had 

she not submitted to God’s will, she’d never have had the honor of raising the Son of God. 

  God often interrupts people and changes the direction of their lives from what they’d planned, but it’s always an 

invitation to something better. It may not be safer or easier, but it will be better. He’s still interrupting today.  

  Many of us shake off God’s invitations calling them “interruptions,” when God really wants to do something new and 

different in our lives. I don’t know what this will look like for you, but if you’ll be sensitive enough to begin to think 

through the “interruptions” in your life as possible invitations from God, He might take your life somewhere new and 

wonderful, to do something special you could have never predicted or planned on your own. 

  Perhaps you’ve already experienced this? Maybe one day a friend invited you to join him/her at church and for some 

reason you said yes. You heard the Gospel, trusted Christ as your Savior. Jesus has completely changed your life. Maybe 

you had a friend come to mind and you just felt so compelled to call or visit them. When you did you found them in 

desperate need of your friendship. It’s what happened to Mary. God interrupted her plans.  

  When Gabriel appears to Mary, she’s probably about 14 or 15. She’s probably grown up dreaming the same romantic 

dreams girls have dreamed since the dawning of time. Dreams of marriage, home and family. God often changes our 

very possible plans. 

 

2. God often invades our safe lives with the impossible. If you find the virgin birth unbelievable, you’re not the first 

one. Mary did too! Mary knew it was impossible! She knew where babies came from. She was very skeptical. The angel 

has to assure her that nothing is impossible with God. Mary was thinking, “This is impossible.” “And Mary said to the 

angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin’?” (vs. 34). 

  Medieval Church theologian, Anselm, insightfully said, “Questions are faith seeking understanding.” That’s Mary. 

Unlike Zechariah, she’s not questioning whether this will happen. Since she’s a virgin, it’s how is it going to take place? 

Mary is the spiritual model for all who experience the new birth, or the birth of the Savior in their lives. This is a 

believing question. It’s the question all who know Jesus have asked, “God, how is it possible?” Do you have this blessed 

inquisitiveness? Have you asked, “God, how can I be born-again? How can I experience the life of Jesus within me?”  

  It’s a life-giving question because it requires an examination of the significance of Christ’s atoning work on the cross 

and how its cleansing benefits come to us through faith. The mysteries of the new birth must also be contemplated – the 

work of the Holy Spirit, what it means to be born again, to be in Christ, a new creation and much more. For us, a “how 

can this be” contemplation often serves as a prelude to knowing Christ as our Lord and Savior. Miracles are extremely 

rare in biblical history. By Mary’s day there had been no divine revelation or miracles for four centuries.  

  While she didn’t ask for one, Gabriel gave Mary a sign. It was a sign that proved God’s sovereignty over the womb, 

Mary’s cousin, Elizabeth, old, barren Elizabeth, was six months pregnant! Gabriel told her this to prove the power of 

God, which he declared in a memorable and wonderful phrase, “For nothing will be impossible with God” (vs. 37).  

  That’s the essence of Christianity – believing God can do the impossible, believing that the virgin gives birth to a child, 

believing this helpless infant is God, believing this child takes away the sin of the world. That’s Christianity – believing 

the impossible. Do you believe?  

  Has God allowed an impossible situation in your life? Perhaps it seems impossible that some great sin can be forgiven 

or that you can break free of some sinful habit, especially after all the times that you’ve tried not to do it again and failed. 

Maybe it seems impossible for your physical or financial needs to be met, or for your work or your studies to succeed. It 

may seem impossible to endure the suffering that’s come into your life, or for someone that you love to come to Christ. 

God’s Word says, “nothing will be impossible with God.”  

  Belief in the virgin conception is not optional for the Christian. The doctrine of the virgin conception falls on one of the 

great fault lines of the Christian faith. It rests on the "great divide" that separates those who believe the Bible is God's 

Word and those who don’t. It separates those who believe in a supernatural Christ from those who believe Jesus was just 

a good man, a moral teacher, but not the God-Man, the Son of God from heaven. Belief in the virgin conception is 



essential to affirm the truthfulness of Scripture. The Bible clearly teaches the virgin conception. You can’t claim to 

believe anything else the Bible says and at the same time deny the virgin conception. 

 

3. God does the impossible for the humble. Do you have any fatheads on the wall of your home? No one had a fathead 

of Mary. Mary is nobody in a nothing town in the middle of nowhere in a nowhere country. She’s a teen, illiterate. Her 

knowledge of Scripture is what she’d memorized at home and heard in the synagogue. She’d marry humbly, give birth to 

numerous poor children, never travel more than a few miles from home and one day die like thousands before her. A 

nobody in a nothing town in the middle of nowhere.  

  As we probe this beautiful text, we can’t miss an inescapable fact, the greatest news ever proclaimed came to the 

humblest of its people! Her shock at Gabriel’s appearance to her, even before he shares his news, shows her humility. 

God hates pride. Pride is the worst and most dangerous sin. Pride sends more people to Hell than any other sin.  

  Contemplate for a minute how this humble girl, her humble circumstances and the humble condition of our Savior's 

birth set forth something of God's condescension and Jesus’ humility. God didn’t send Gabriel to Jerusalem to the family 

of the high priest and say to Caiaphas, “Caiaphas, your daughter, fair as she is, well-heeled as she is, excellently 

educated as she is, beautifully garbed in gold embroidery as she is, she’ll be the one who’ll bear the Messiah.” No, He 

sent Gabriel to Mary in podunk Nazareth. Do you see the amazing, loving condescension of God? The message 

communicated by that is that no one is too low, too poor or from too bad of a situation for the Gospel. This is the humble 

condition into which the Lord Jesus was born. Mary was the most improbable person to be the mother of God’s Son.   

  We must not miss this vital spiritual fact of the Incarnation and the Gospel: Jesus comes to needy people, those who 

realize that without Him they can’t make it. He only comes to those who acknowledge their weakness and spiritual lack. 

The Incarnation, salvation, resurrection is not for the proud or self-sufficient. It’s for Mary. It’s for us. It’s for the poor, 

humble and needy.  

  Mary isn’t full of grace. She’s a recipient of God’s grace. Gabriel greets Mary with “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord 

is with you.” Mary is a recipient of God’s grace, in that God chose her to be the mother of Jesus. 

  Mary needed a Savior, too. She praises God for being “my Savior” (1:47) and offered a sin offering, Luke 2:22-24.  

  

4. God does the impossible for those who know His Word. Mary cherished Scripture. She treasured its wisdom. 

That’s seen in the lyrics of her impromptu song recorded in verses 46-55. It contains at least 15 direct quotes from the 

Old Testament. Mary knew her Bible and knew it well!  

  Yet, this would have been very difficult for Mary. Back then printed Bibles were a luxury. Peasants like Mary wouldn’t 

have had an actual written copy. She’s probably illiterate, so she memorized Old Testament Scriptures as her parents 

taught them to her over the years. She’d hidden God's Word in her heart. Its truth was precious to her. She could say with 

the Psalmist, "Oh God, how I love Your law. I meditate on it all day long" (Psalm 119:97).  

  Mary cherished God’s Word. More importantly, she believed the promises of God's written Word, even when others 

around her didn't. At one time the Hebrew people had read the Messianic prophecies in Scripture and clung to them as 

Mary so obviously did. For a few generations the people of this nation believed in and longed for the fulfillment of these 

wonderful promises of God. But the majority of those in Mary's day had given up. They no longer cherished God's 

Word. A remnant still believed it was true and remained faithful. A few watched and waited for the fulfillment of God's 

promises. Mary was one. She trusted God and believed His Word. Remember how she phrased her "YES" to Gabriel in 

verse 38? Mary said, “May it be to me as you have said…I'll be the virgin prophesied by Isaiah. I'll bear the Messiah 

promised to Adam and Eve back in Genesis 3:15."  

  This is one reason God chose Mary for this astounding privilege. When it comes to important assignments, God uses 

people who believe His promises, trust them and live by them. Let me put it another way, when it comes to selecting 

people to do His will, God calls the prepared. He calls soldiers who put on the full armor of God especially the "sword of 

the Spirit which is the Word of God" (Ephesians 6:17)  

  Have you seen the World War II series, Band of Brothers? It’s the true story of the brave men who made up the 101st 

Airborne during WWII. This unit fought in more battles of this great conflict than any other. Time and time again when 

an important job needed doing, the 101st was chosen. Repeatedly, they were selected from among all other units to fight 

on the front lines. Why? They were great soldiers and they were great because they were prepared for battle, prepared 

because they’d listened to their trainers in boot camp. They heeded the instruction of their leaders. They obeyed orders 

and cherished their leader's verbal guidance.  

  This same principle is found when it comes to the kingdom of God. When important tasks need doing, God calls on 

those of His "soldiers" who are prepared. The best way to prepare ourselves for God's call is to cherish His Word and to 

know it as Mary did. God calls people who have "studied to show themselves approved as workmen who correctly 

handle the Word of truth." (2 Tim. 2:15) When it comes to leading someone to faith in His Son, God calls individuals 



who know how to use evangelistic texts. When it comes to selecting a Christian to help someone who’s lonely or afraid, 

He'll pick someone who’s embraced the truth of Joshua 1:9 where God says, "Be strong and courageous. Do not be 

terrified; do not be discouraged, for the LORD your God will be with you wherever you go." When it comes to choosing 

someone to counsel a couple whose marriage is in trouble, God chooses someone who understands and embraces the 

teaching of 1 Corinthians 13 or Ephesians 5. 

  Is God using you? Have you been given any exciting assignments lately? How long has it been since you last found 

yourself in the midst of a Divine appointment? If it's been a while, could it be that You don't cherish His Word? Could 

the reason you've not received any startling announcements be because you don't know God’s Word like you should? 

God is greatly pleased and glorified when we trust Him…even for the impossible.  

 

5. God’s greatest possible in the world of the impossible is the forgiveness of our sins. In faith Mary sings a hymn of 

praise, in what’s known as the Magnificat. Her hymn brims with information about the attributes of God. It’s not dry, 

academic information. Mary exults in God as she considers what He has done in choosing her to be the mother of the 

Savior. She calls Him, look at verse 47, “God my Savior.” That means Mary knew she was a sinner; none but sinners 

need a Savior. Implicit in the term “Savior” is the fact that we are lost and alienated from God because of our sin. We 

don’t just need a little boost from God to set things right. We don’t need a few tips on how to succeed in our families or 

businesses. Savior is a radical term that implies that we are helplessly, hopelessly lost unless God in His mighty power 

intervenes to rescue us. 

  Mary calls God “my Savior.” It’s intensely personal. Mary was from a Jewish home. The Jews were God’s chosen 

people. She easily could have thought, “We’re good Jewish people. We keep the Sabbath and follow the commandments. 

That’s all I need.” Though she was a moral young woman from a religious family, she knew she was a sinner who 

needed a Savior. She had personally trusted in God and His Messiah as her Savior.  

  It’s never enough to know God as your parents’ Savior. It’s not enough to belong to your parents’ church. Christ must 

be your Savior. That means that you see yourself as a sinner who has broken God’s holy law. You stand guilty and 

condemned before His righteous justice. There’s nothing you can do to deliver yourself. All you can do is cast yourself 

on His mercy and trust in Jesus as the One who bore your penalty on the cross. When you do that, you will come to 

know God in Christ as your Savior.  

 

Conclusion: In the Incarnation, Jesus became one of us. Let me end with a powerful story from this past October. Joe 

Serna (picture) was a Green Beret who’d been awarded the Purple Heart three times. After coming back from Iraq, Joe 

got in trouble with the law. Eventually, he was ordered to spend a night in jail after he violated his probation and lied 

about a urine test. Joe has struggled with PTSD since come home.  

  Judge Lou Olivera (picture), a veteran himself, knew the pain and emotions Serna was dealing with. This North 

Carolina judge sentenced this veteran to spend a night in jail. But when he remembered his own story and all that he 

himself and gone through, he couldn’t just let him spend the night alone. 

  Joe Serna was terrified of jail. While in Iraq, when he was riding with three other soldiers along a creek, the road gave 

way. Their vehicle plunged into the water. The truck started filling with water and “all hope was lost.” 

  So without telling Serna what he planned to do, Olivera went to the jail and asked the jail administrator if he could 

spend the night with Serna. The administrator had never heard of such a thing.  

  As Serna’s mind began to go to the dark place of being trapped in the vehicle and losing his buddies, his jail cell door 

opened and saw the judge’s smiling face. “When he came in, I knew everything was going to be okay,” recalled Serna. 

They spent the night talking about their families, lives, and service. The judge knew Serna needed to face the 

consequence for his actions, but he also knew he didn’t want him to go it alone. 

  That’s the Incarnation. We were justly sentenced to punishment, eternal punishment because of our sin. But Jesus took 

on human flesh, and by dying on the Cross, went to “jail” for us. He doesn’t just spend the night with us. He paid the 

price so we never have to go.  

  When God wanted to save the world, He didn’t send a committee; He sent His Son. When God wanted to say, “I love 

you,” He wrapped his love note in swaddling clothes. When God wanted to crush Satan, He started in a stable in 

Bethlehem. 

  Let me close by asking three important questions. First, have you accepted Christ as your Savior, or are you still on the 

way? Some of you are still “on the way” toward Christ and you realize that step by step you are coming closer and closer 

to a moment of decision. Second, if you are still “on the way,” where are you in your spiritual journey at this moment? 

Are you still far away and uninterested or do you find yourself being drawn to the Lord? Third, are you ready to receive 

Christ as Savior and Lord? 



  No decision is more important. No one else can make it for you. If you aren’t ready, then nothing I say or do can 

compel you to come to Christ. But if you are ready, then it’s time for you to do business with the Lord. 

  The Bible says that “To all who received him, to those who believed in him, he gave the right to become children of 

God” (John 1:12). Have you ever received Jesus Christ as your Savior and Lord? Would you like to do that right now? 

Make this the best Christmas ever! Accept God’s gift that He gave for you!  

 

 


