
Biblical Guidelines on Giving                                             2 Corinthians 5:17  

 

When someone trusts Christ should their view of Bible reading and prayer change? (Yes). When someone trusts Christ 

should their view of church attendance…membership change? (Yes). When someone trusts Christ should their view of 

ethical issues like abortion, euthanasia change? (Yes). When someone trusts Christ should their view of time and service 

change? (Yes). When someone trusts Christ should their view of marriage and parenting change? (Yes). When someone 

trusts Christ should their view of purity, honesty and personal holiness change? (Yes). When someone trusts Christ 

should their view of work and leisure change? (Yes). When someone trusts Christ should their view of money and giving 

change? (Yes). So why doesn’t it?  

  Please turn to 2 Corinthians 5:17. A born-again Christian, if there is truly salvation, is to be different. There’s to be a 

radical change. If there is not, Scripture teaches that it may be because there has not been salvation. There is no evidence 

of new life because there is no life.  

  Now this morning my purpose is not to pressure you, or put the squeeze on you to give, or even to give more. As your 

Pastor, I love you and I’m truly concerned for you. There should be lifestyle changes when someone becomes a believer 

and our behavior should radically change when it comes to our finances. So we want to work through and teach from 

Scripture what it means to have a Christian/biblical worldview of money. 

  As our Sword Challenge states, “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; 

behold, the new has come” (2 Corinthians 5:17). Our new life in Christ is to radically change every sphere of our being. 

We’ll never have the fulfilled life Jesus died for us to have until that happens. As we begin living for the real world it 

happens. 

  Most pastors don’t like preaching about the subject of money. I don’t. I also don’t like preaching about hell or some of 

our pet sins, like pride. Yet, if I don’t teach what Scripture says about these things, I’m failing. I’m committing spiritual 

malpractice. This morning we want to work through some basic Biblical Guidelines on Giving. I want to do that by 

packaging this and answering some common questions. If you’re taking notes… 

 

1. Who should give? All believers, but not unbelievers, should give to the Lord. Giving is a privilege and responsibility 

for those who have received God’s gift of eternal life. It’s for family members of God’s forever family.  

  And it’s wrong for churches or ministries to appeal to unbelievers for funds. 3 John 7 mentions Christian workers who 

“went out for the sake of the Name, accepting nothing from the Gentiles.” It’s why at Grace we don’t have spaghetti 

dinners or bake sales, where we’d solicit funds from the lost. Unbelievers can’t offer any good works to God. Their 

greatest need is God’s gift of salvation. It’s wrong to give an unbeliever any basis for thinking he or she can gain any 

merit before God by giving.   

  Unbelievers frequently gripe that the church is always after their money. If someone has not given his or her heart to 

God in response to God’s giving His Son on the cross to pay the penalty for his sins (2 Cor. 8:5), then God doesn’t want 

their money…He wants their heart. And we don’t want them to give to the Lord’s work. Giving is to be a thank offering 

to God. A lost person can’t properly give such an offering (Heb. 13:16).  

  Giving is for believers and should be done by all believers. Poor Christians as well as rich should give. In 2 Corinthians 

8:2, Paul writes about a group of believers who were in “extreme poverty,” yet who gave generously. Just because a 

believer can’t give much, they’re not exempt.  

  If you’re a professing believer and you don’t give, there’s something seriously wrong. Periodically, I learn of a 

professing believer who doesn’t give. Either they have a problem with faith and trusting God. Or, they have a problem 

with idolatry and worship gold instead of God. Or, there’s some unconfessed sin in their life. Or, worst of all, they really 

don’t know Jesus.  

  My day starts the same way every day. Jane and I kiss every day. We continually tell each other we love each other. We 

look for ways to be thoughtful and kind. Why? So we can have sex? Absolutely not. Or, because I don’t want Jane mad 

at me, giving me the silent treatment? No. 

  Hopefully, you know why. We do it because we love each other. I love doing things for Jane Carson. Jane loves sports, 

not anywhere near as much as she loves me, but she loves sports. I’m so-so about sports. But I love Jane, so do you 

know what we did? We recently went to a high school basketball game…and I survived. We went because I love Jane. 

And Jane loves me, so never nags me about going to a game.  

  Friend, if you don’t give, please don’t deceive yourselves in thinking that you love Jesus. Your actions reveal your 

heart.  

 

2. Why should I give? "I'm so depressed and I can't get any dates," the overweight man told a friend. "I've tried 

everything to lose weight." "I think I can help," said the friend. "Be dressed and ready to go tomorrow at 8 a.m." Next 



morning, a beautiful woman in an exercise suit knocked on the man's door. "If you can catch me, you can have me," she 

said, as she took off. He huffed and puffed after her. This routine went on every day for the next five months. The man 

lost over 100 pounds and felt confident that he’d catch the woman the next day.  

  That morning he whipped open his front door and found an overweight woman in a jogging suit waiting for him. "Your 

friend said to tell you," she began, "that if I can catch you, I can have you." When it comes to giving, motive is 

everything.  

  A Christian gives because he/she’s been given so much. We give because God first gave to us. We want to please Him. 

In giving, motivation is everything. a. There are many wrong motives for giving:  

  Pride. If you give to be honored by people for your great generosity, you’re giving for the wrong reason.  

  Guilt. We should not give because we feel guilty about having so much. If we’re not being good stewards of what God 

has entrusted to us, then we should repent and give from the right motivation.  

  Greed. Luke 6:38, “Give, and it will be given to you,” is wrongly used to motivate people to give so that they’ll get. 

Jesus does not promise that if you give, God will give you more in return. Instead Jesus is stating the principle that if 

you’re a generous person, God and others will be generous toward you. But you may give and be poorer financially 

because you gave.  

  Pressure. Responding to high-pressure tactics of Christian fund-raisers is another wrong motive. We’re not to give 

“under compulsion” (2 Cor. 9:7).     

  Power. Money is power. Some people threaten to take their large gifts elsewhere if you don’t do what they want. That’s 

not how Christ’s church is to function. It’s wrong to show preference to the wealthy (James 2:1-9). It’s a sin to use your 

money to try to buy spiritual influence (Acts 8:18-24). 

  b. Here are some right motives for giving:  

  I give because God has been so generous to me. This is the primary motive for giving. God has given us so much. 

Everything we have was given to us by God (James 1:17). He gave His Son to provide for our salvation and has blessed 

us with every spiritual blessing in Christ (Eph. 1:3). He “richly supplies us with all things to enjoy” (1 Tim. 6:17). 

Because God has given so abundantly to us, we want to respond by giving generously back to Him.  

  I give because I want to please God. Out of response to God’s grace in my life, I will want to please God by pursuing 

various spiritual goals:  

  I want God to be glorified. God is glorified when we give from the right motives and in the right way (2 Cor. 9:13). 

God’s glory is to be the overarching goal of the Christian life.  

  I want my heart to be right before God. Jesus said, “Where your treasure is, there will your heart be also” (Matt. 6:21). 

Your heart follows your treasure. If I want my heart concerned with the things of God, I must focus by investing in His 

work.  

  I want God to be my master. “You cannot serve God and money” (Matt. 6:24). Generous giving loosens our grasp on 

money.  

  I want my life to be used by God (2 Cor. 9:10). God could have chosen to work apart from us but He didn’t. He could 

have used angels or even loudspeakers from heaven to spread the gospel but instead He chose to use us. It takes money 

to further God’s work. If you don’t give, God will use someone else, but you’ll miss the blessing of being used of God.  

  I want to store up treasures in heaven. Investments on earth are insecure; investments in heaven are secure and eternal. 

There’s no more sound investment than that of reaching people with the good news of Christ. God credits money which 

we give to further His kingdom as fruit to our account. He’ll reward us for it someday (Matthew 6:4; 19-20; 1 Tim. 

6:19).  

  I want my faith to grow (2 Corinthians 9:8-11). God will provide money for you to give if you’ll trust Him for it. If 

you’re willing to be a channel for God’s resources, He’ll provide money for you to give. But if you bottle it up and keep 

it for your own comforts, the flow will dry up. Ask God to give you money to give. Then make sure you give it!  

  I want to be a compassionate person (1 John 3:17; James 2:15-16). In a day like ours, when we’re hit with so many 

needs from all over the world, it’s easy to close up your heart and not give at all. While we can’t respond to every poor 

person around the world, we need to do all we can to show compassion in the name of Christ (Matt. 25:31-46).  

  I want to be a worshiper of God. Giving is a sacrifice that pleases God (Phil. 4:18; Heb. 13:16). King David knew the 

connection between giving and worship. He said, “I will not offer burnt offerings to the Lord my God which cost me 

nothing” (2 Sam. 24:24). Personally, I like to give enough so it pinches my lifestyle. If it’s convenient, it’s not worship. 

Worship is costly. Because God has given so abundantly to me and because I want to please Him, I’m motivated to give 

cheerfully and generously to His work.  

 

3. How should I give? I should give in accordance with biblical principles. There are some basic principles of giving:  



  a. I should give in a pre-planned, systematic way. Turn to 1 Corinthians 16:1-2: “Now concerning the collection for 

the saints: as I directed the churches of Galatia, so you also are to do. On the first day of every week, each of you is to 

put something aside and store it up, as he may prosper, so that there will be no collecting when I come.” “As he may 

prosper” implies that whenever I receive income, I give. “The first day of the week” implies regular giving as an act of 

worship. They’d give when they came to a worship service. Giving when you get paid helps keep God’s values anchored 

to your soul, otherwise money can crowd it out.  

  2 Corinthians 9:7 gives us another insight, “Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under 

compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.” “As he has decided in his heart” implies thinking about it, praying about it 

– advance planning, not giving on impulse. In response to God’s grace, each person/family should sit down and 

determine a fixed amount they believe honors God and that He wants them to give. Then, follow through systematically. 

You shouldn’t wait until the offering plate is coming and then think, “Oh no! I haven’t given for a while. I’d better drop 

something in.”  

  When I was a kid, my married brother periodically dropped by the house. I was about 11 or 12, and one day when he 

dropped by, it happened to be my birthday. After visiting with my Dad, he’s headed to his car, sees me and said 

something about it being my birthday. So he stopped, pulled out his wallet and gave me, I think, a $20. Do you think that 

meant a lot to me? No. To be honest, I was a little hurt that I was just an afterthought.  

  b. I should give first before my other financial responsibilities. Proverbs 3:9, Honor the Lord with your wealth and 

with the firstfruits of all your produce.” Scripture teaches the principle of “firstfruits.” The temptation is to give if 

anything is left over. Satan often makes sure there’s nothing left over. Giving first though makes a statement about my 

priorities. It’s a stand in my heart against idolatry. It’s a step of faith that I’m trusting God to provide for my needs. 

When you wait and give last, you either won’t give or you’ll give very little. You’ll be tempted to spend the extra on 

yourself! Give it as the firstfruits, off the top, and trust God to meet your needs.  

  c. It’s important that I give sacrificially at times. The norm is, “as God has prospered.” At times God wants us to give 

more than we think we can afford. In 2 Corinthians 8:3 Paul writes about a group of believers who gave “beyond their 

means.” So you regularly give but an opportunity to give comes along and the Lord impresses on you, “I want you to dip 

into your savings and give $____.” Or, some extra money comes your way, and the Lord says, “I want you to give it 

all.”  

  Recently, I read of a church of 400 members in Thailand where every member tithes. In their case, tithing is sacrificial. 

The members all make only the U.S. equivalent of 20 cents a week, plus their rice! Because they give sacrificially, they 

support their own pastor, have sent two missionaries out to other hard to reach areas, and they generously help other 

poor. One other fact: each member of this church has leprosy! All believers are to give from biblical motives in line with 

biblical principles.  

 

4. Where do I give or to whom should I give? We’re inundated with so many requests for giving. How do we sort them 

out and determine which ones to give to and which to ignore? I can’t answer that question completely, but let me share 

some guidelines.  

  a. Give to destitute family members. This is your first priority in giving, since to fail to do it makes you worse than an 

unbeliever. 1 Timothy 5:8, “But if anyone does not provide for his relatives, and especially for members of his 

household, he has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever.” This verse is talking about your immediate family: 

spouse, children…aged parents. It doesn’t include a lazy, irresponsible family member who doesn’t work, squanders 

money or is an addict (2 Thess. 3:10). It’s a “widow indeed.” (1 Tim. 5:3-16) refers to a godly woman without any 

family members to care for her. The church must help them. But widows with families are to be cared for by their 

families. It’s not right to deprive your own family of the basics of life in order to give to others.  

  b. Give to your spiritual family. The New Testament teaches the local church is God’s plan for evangelism and 

discipleship. So it ought to be next in priority for giving after destitute family members are cared for. The local church is 

where we’re fed spiritually. It’s our spiritual family that invests in our spiritual growth, so it needs to be a priority in our 

giving. The church supports workers sent out to evangelize and plant new churches in places where the gospel has not 

yet penetrated (3 John 7).  

  c. Give to needy persons. We should give to help meet physical needs: food, shelter, medicine, etc. (Rom. 15:26-27; 1 

John 3:17-18). There’s an order of priority here (Gal 6:10). First, we help believers, locally and in other areas. Second, 

we help others (“all”) as part of our witness, offering assistance in the name of Christ. At Grace we have a fund called 

Deacon Care for this purpose. As you give to this fund, it’s used to help the needy.  

  The general priority for giving moves outward from your immediate family, to your spiritual family, to helping the 

needy – believers and unbelievers.  

 



5. So here’s the BIG question – how much? Let’s be honest. This is the number one question for most of us. We think, 

“How much do I have to give?” It’s the wrong question. Let me illustrate.  

  We just celebrated Christmas, so I needed to get Jane a gift. How do you think Jane would feel if she knew that my 

approach to getting her a gift was “How much do I have to spend to keep her happy? What’s the minimum I can get 

away with?” While Jane may never know my selfish thinking, God knows. Motive is everything when it comes to 

worship. My question should be, “How much can I give?” Please don’t give to pay bills. Give because you love God and 

it’s a joy and privilege to give to the One who gave His Son for you, blessing you with so much. 

  In fact, I’ll go further than that. It’d be better to give a small amount based on a loving response to God’s grace than it 

would be to give a large amount so you could be proud of yourself or worse, brag about it. 

  a. We give because we have a new relationship with the Holy Spirit. Romans 8:14 says, “For all who are being led by 

the Spirit of God, these are the sons of God.” The Holy Spirit leads believers into righteous, godly living. It’s easier to 

follow a set of rules. Just give your 10% percent and that takes care of it. But God wants us to be led by the Spirit, 

motivated by love and gratitude, as we give in worship. In fact, it’s a little scary. The Holy Spirit might want me to give 

35% or who knows how much! The point is, I’m not living by rules, but in a relationship with my Father.   

  b. Give as God has prospered you. How much should you give? How much has God prospered you? In the New 

Testament, they always gave according to their ability, in some cases beyond their ability. Sometimes you should give 

sacrificially, but the general principle is, give as God has prospered you.  

  And when God entrusts you with more money, instead of spending it on more junk that you have to protect from moths, 

rust, and thieves, you should ask, “Lord, how do you want this money used in Your kingdom?” 

  As God gives you more, you should increase the percentage you give, not just the amount. If you have enough to live 

comfortably, invest the rest where God pays guaranteed, eternal dividends. Here’s the catch: we need to start giving 

where we’re at and not put it off until someday when we’re financially secure. The Macedonian Christians gave in the 

midst when they were in deep poverty (2 Cor. 8:2). Jesus commended the poor widow who gave all she had to live on, 

but He wasn’t impressed with the large gifts of the rich, because they had so much left over (Mark 12:41-44). 

 

6. Givers are blessed because they will reap eternal rewards. Heaven is not the reward for being a giver. Heaven is 

God’s free gift, based on Christ’s giving Himself on the cross. Those, though, who have received God’s gift of eternal 

life will reap rewards in heaven in proportion to their stewardship of what God has given them in this life. Unlike our 

investments in this uncertain world that can be lost in a market crash, our investments in heaven are secure from every 

source of loss.  

  “Instruct those who are rich in this present world not to be conceited or to fix their hope on the uncertainty of riches, 

but on God, who richly supplies us with all things to enjoy. Instruct them to do good to be rich in good works, to be 

generous and ready to share, storing up for themselves the treasure of a good foundation for the future, so that they may 

take hold of that which is life indeed (1 Tim. 6:17-19). How can you put a price on an investment that yields eternal 

dividends? If you give to further the Lord’s work, someday you’ll be welcomed into eternal dwellings by your many 

friends who are there because you gave here, so they could be there (Luke 16:1-9). 

 

Conclusion: I first heard Chuck Swindoll share this true story some years ago. Since then, someone made a video about 

it. Nancy Gavin’s story powerfully illustrates the ripple effect of generosity. So we want to share that this morning. (play 

video, 1st 4 minutes) 

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MYLzPbHQw70  

  

 Let me read it to you: It’s just a small, white envelope stuck among the branches of our Christmas tree. No name, no 

identification, no inscription. It’s peeked through the branches of our tree for the past ten years or so. 

  It all began because my husband Mike hated Christmas–oh, not the true meaning of Christmas, but the commercial 

aspects of it–overspending… the frantic running around at the last minute to get a tie for Uncle Harry and the dusting 

powder for Grandma—the gifts given in desperation because you couldn’t think of anything else. Knowing he felt this 

way, I decided one year to bypass the usual shirts, sweaters, ties and so forth. I reached for something special just for 

Mike. The inspiration came in an unusual way. 

  Our son Kevin, who was 12 that year, was wrestling at the junior level at the school he attended; and shortly before 

Christmas, there was a non-league match against a team sponsored by an inner-city church. These youngsters, dressed 

in sneakers so ragged that shoestrings seemed to be the only thing holding them together, presented a sharp contrast to 

our boys in their spiffy blue and gold uniforms and sparkling new wrestling shoes. As the match began, I was alarmed to 

see that the other team was wrestling without headgear, a kind of light helmet designed to protect a wrestler’s ears. It 

was a luxury the ragtag team obviously could not afford. Well, we ended up walloping them. We took every weight class. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MYLzPbHQw70


And as each of their boys got up from the mat, he swaggered around in his tatters with false bravado, a kind of street 

pride that couldn’t acknowledge defeat. 

  Mike, seated beside me, shook his head sadly, “I wish just one of them could have won,” he said. “They have a lot of 

potential, but losing like this could take the heart right out of them.” Mike loved kids – all kids – and he knew them, 

having coached little league football, baseball and lacrosse.   

  That’s when the idea for his present came. That afternoon, I went to a local sporting goods store and bought an 

assortment of wrestling headgear and shoes and sent them anonymously to the inner-city church.  

  On Christmas Eve, I placed the envelope on the tree, the note inside telling Mike what I had done and that this was his 

gift from me. His smile was the brightest thing about Christmas that year and in succeeding years. For each Christmas, I 

followed the tradition–one year sending a group of mentally handicapped youngsters to a hockey game, another year a 

check to a pair of elderly brothers whose home had burned to the ground the week before Christmas, and on and on. 

  The envelope became the highlight of our Christmas. It was always the last thing opened on Christmas morning and 

our children, ignoring their new toys, would stand with wide-eyed anticipation as their dad lifted the envelope from the 

tree to reveal its contents. 

As the children grew, the toys gave way to more practical presents, but the envelope never lost its allure. The story 

doesn’t end there. 

  You see, we lost Mike last year due to dreaded cancer. When Christmas rolled around, I was still so wrapped in grief 

that I barely got the tree up. But Christmas Eve found me placing an envelope on the tree, and in the morning, it was 

joined by three more. Each of our children, unbeknownst to the others, had placed an envelope on the tree for their dad. 

The tradition has grown and someday will expand even further with our grandchildren standing to take down the 

envelope. 

  Jane knew how much that story touched my heart. For several years, I’ve gotten an envelope of a place where she 

donated in my name. Tears have often trickled down my cheeks as I’ve seen where she gave. This year it was Timothy’s 

Ministry, a ministry to the homeless in Chicago that she heard about on Moody Radio. I mean, honestly, what do I need? 

But it doesn’t stop there. God blesses generosity and generosity is wonderfully contagious. We have a nephew who’s in 

Bible college with one semester to go. He needed several thousand dollars and so our adult children asked if we could 

send money to help David – and if that would be Christmas. We put our money together and we were able to send David 

$1000.00.  

  God is so generous to us. You and I show that the Spirit has done a work in our hearts when we are generous in return. 

Are you generous? Do you give to the Lord out of love, gratitude and worship? How are you doing in the real world, the 

eternal world? How’s your retirement program in heaven going? Are you storing up treasures there? Are you rich toward 

God? If your account in heaven is meager, there’s still time. God knows what you have and don’t have. What does God 

think of your giving? Don’t wait. Begin now, today. Get your financial house in order. Purpose to begin giving God’s 

way, generously as God has given to you.  

  Last Saturday night, my good friend, Amy Zott, stepped into eternity. She was 46. This past Tuesday as I was away on 

a study week, I received word that my 98-year-old aunt, Omie, my Dad’s last living sibling, had also stepped into 

eternity. What would change about your giving if you knew that today you would step into eternity? If it would change, 

then my friend, that should tell you – it probably should change?  

  I love you! But too many of you sit here week after week and you’re missing out on God’s best because you’ve not yet 

learned how generous God is and you’ve not surrendered and let His Spirit change you into a generous person.  


