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Famed missionary to China, Hudson Taylor, (picture), founder of the China Inland Mission, shared that one day as he 

was sailing from Shanghai to Ningpo, among his fellow-passengers, was a Chinese man, who’d spent some years in 

England and went by the name of Peter. Peter was on Taylor’s heart because though Peter was acquainted with the 

Gospel, he’d never committed his life to Christ. They talked at length on the voyage and Taylor had tried to win Peter to 

Christ and Peter was under deep conviction. Nearing the city of Sung-kiang, they were preparing to go ashore.  

  Hudson Taylor was in his cabin, when he was startled by a sudden splash followed by a cry that a man was overboard. 

Springing at once to the deck he looked around and missed Peter. “Yes,” exclaimed the boatmen unconcernedly, "it was 

over there he went down!” Taylor got the boat to drop the sail to stop, but he couldn’t see Peter. He noticed some 

fishermen nearby with a dragnet, just the thing needed. "Come," he cried out to them. “Come and drag over this spot. A 

man is drowning!” “Veh bin,” was the amazing reply. (“It is not convenient.") “Don't talk of convenience! Quickly 

come, or it will be too late.” “We are busy fishing.” “Never mind your fishing! Come, only come at once! I will pay you 

well.” “How much will you give us?” “Five dollars! Only don't stand talking. Save life without delay!” “Too little!” they 

shouted across the water. "We will not come for less than thirty dollars." “But I don’t have that much. I will give you all 

I've got.” “And how much is that?” “I don't know. About fourteen dollars.”  

  Finally, after bartering for every penny Hudson Taylor had, the fishermen stopped fishing and began to look for Peter. 

In less than a minute of dragging their net, they found him…but it was too late. They were too busy fishing to care about 

saving a drowning man. Dr. Lawrence M. Gould said, “I do not believe that the greatest threat to our future is from 

bombs or from guided missiles. I don’t think our civilization will end that way, I think it will end and it will die when 

people no longer care.”  

  Do we care? It’s easy to condemn the selfish indifference of those fishermen, but are we that different? Are we so busy 

with our jobs, families and other activities to seek to rescue those who are perishing without Christ? 

  Luke 10 is about priorities. We’ll see that theme repeatedly as we make our way through this chapter over the next few 

weeks. The section we want to talk about today focuses on The Priority of the Mission. Jesus sends out a Kingdom Task 

Force. Please turn to Luke 10:1-16 (p. 868).  

  This account is not found in any other Gospel account. Jesus sends out 72 volunteers, 72 non-professionals to share the 

Gospel in cities where He was going to come. His instructions are similar to those given to His 12 disciples before 

sending them out on a similar preaching mission (Luke 9:1-6). But these are not the 12. These are laypeople. What we 

have here is not just for them, the principles and mission are for us, too. As I was working through this passage, five key 

words surfaced: Team, Prayer, Mission, Message and Urgency. If you’re taking notes… 

 

1. Team: Do you serve with others? “After this the Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent them on ahead of him, 

two by two, into every town and place where He himself was about to go.”  So what names do you associate with 1) 

Microsoft? (picture). Bill Gates (picture). 2) Facebook? (picture). Mark Zuckerberg (picture). 3) Amazon? (picture). 

Jeff Bezos (picture). 4) Chicago Bears? (picture) Loser (picture).  

  Individuality, selfies are so American, yet God’s plan is team. There’s no “I” in church or in the Gospel. Paul reminds 

us of this in 1 Corinthians 3:6-7, “I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth. So neither he who plants nor he 

who waters is anything, but only God who gives the growth.”  

  The results of a team nearly always surpass what one individual from the team can do alone. Geese fly 72% farther 

when they fly in formation rather than alone. The Achilles’s heel of modern missions has been a philosophy of solo 

missionaries. It’s a key factor in why so many missionaries become discouraged and leave the field after one term.  

  Humanly speaking these 72 could cover more territory if they’d gone out one by one, but they wouldn’t have been as 

effective. Study the Book of Acts. You’ll find that the Apostle Paul always had a missionary team. Jesus sends them out 

two by two for mutual support, prayer and encouragement. Deuteronomy 19:15 prescribed that two witnesses were 

needed in a court of law. Two sharing the Gospel gave more credibility to the message.  

  Jesus appointed 72 others, besides the 12, and sent them ahead of Him to proclaim the gospel in the cities and villages 

where He was going to soon come. There’s a textual question of whether it was 72 or 70. We’re not sure, since the 

evidence is fairly evenly distributed. 

  Then, there’s a question on whether there’s any symbolic meaning behind the number. I think so, though it’s not a 

critical issue. As there were 12 disciples which correlates with the 12 tribes of Israel, 72 was held to be the number of 

nations in the world (Genesis 10). The first mission of 12 going out (Luke 9) was for the nation of Israel. The Great 

Commission, God’s mission is for the whole world. Add to that, Luke is the most missionary minded of the Gospel 



writers. Even this book was written to a non-Jew, Theophilus. Perhaps this number prefigures the universality of the 

Gospel. 

  The bottom line is that we must be world-mission minded. God’s mission must continually expand. The work of 

reaching a lost world is best done in teams. Do you want to reach a lost friend with the Gospel? Partner with someone, if 

for nothing else, for prayer support.  

  We have no idea who these individuals were, but God knows. They’re given a major task and stupendous authority. 

God’s work is usually done by anonymous, Spirit-powered servants. No bigshots, just servants of the one true God 

because what’s important is not the messenger but the message. They were unpaid volunteers just like most of you 

sitting here today, wanting to make a difference in eternity. No one really knows who I am or who you are. But God 

does. God wants to use us for His Kingdom Task Force.  

 

2. Prayer: Do you pray for the harvest? “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few. Therefore pray earnestly to 

the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.” Jesus’ priorities are far different than ours. He instructs His 

messengers to pray…before anything else. Pray before they do. Prayer comes before preaching. Prayer comes before 

everything.   

  Why don’t we see God work? We don’t pray. Most of us struggle here. Yet, prayer is the most powerful means of 

forwarding the Gospel and it’s a means within the reach of every believer. Can you preach? Do you have lots of money 

you can give to missions? Neither of these may be true. But we can pray. James 5:16, “The prayer of a righteous person 

has great power…”  

  While we must pray for the lost, here Jesus tells us to pray for more workers. Wow! I don’t often think in those 

categories of praying for more workers in God’s harvest field. Do you? But then we wonder why there are so few doing 

the task. The problem is not the harvest. It’s a lack of workers, which is caused by a lack of prayer. Sometimes we get 

discouraged at the lack of new converts. Jesus says that’s not the problem. It’s a prayer problem. It’s a lack of those 

sharing the Gospel and reaping the harvest.  

  Does it bother you that we’re not seeing people coming to Christ on a regular basis? It should. Does it bother you that 

you don’t often hear of believers sharing the Gospel? It should. In the Church the wrong things bother us. We’re 

concerned about the music, or sermon topic or length of the sermon, or the temperature in the room. Jesus says we’re to 

be concerned about the harvest, the lack of workers.  

  Have your lost friends heard the Gospel? Have you shared it with them? What about the fields of the world? Wycliffe 

estimates that an additional 2,000 workers are needed just to translate the gospel for the more than 3,000 people groups 

who still don’t have a Bible in their own language.  

  Does Islam bother you? There are more than a billion Muslims in the world, but less than 2% of all American 

missionaries serve in Muslim countries. Do you bemoan the shootings, the high crime in urban areas? Do you pray God 

will send in more church planters into the inner city? 

  Where will we get the missionaries and church planters we need? From persistent, earnest prayer – crying out to heaven 

that God will raise up more workers. Will you do that? We don’t naturally care for the lost. We certainly don’t 

understand the horrors of Hell. We must pray so these things become more real to us. Jesus said that prayer is our prime 

recruitment method.   

  We pray about the things we care about, that we’re passionate about. Why is it we can get so passionate about the big 

game or some political outrage? Will it matter in eternity? Do you pray that your spouse will be used to reach someone 

with the Gospel? Your children? Because that’s what Jesus is commanding us to do here. We must pray that God will 

raise up workers to reach the unreached around the globe. As we pray, pray God will open up doors for us so we’re part 

of the answer to our own prayers. Wonderfully, you can’t pray for workers very long before the Lord taps you on the 

shoulder and asks, “What about you? I want you to work in My harvest.” That leads us to the third word… 

 

3. Mission: Do you labor in God’s harvest field? “Go your way…” What’s urgent for you? When are you in a hurry? 

When I’m called out in the middle of the night to some emergency, I feel that urgency. Yet, it’s easy to be urgent about 

what doesn’t matter.  

  The verb form for the word “go” (and keep going), indicates the urgency of Jesus’ command. It wasn’t the time for 

delay or extensive training. The Cross was just a few months away. Many places still needed to hear the message and be 

prepared to receive Jesus when He came. The “go” here is the sense of an emergency worker rushing to the scene of an 

accident.  

  Because our culture is educationally focused, we bring that approach to the Gospel. We rationalize that we can’t share 

the Gospel until we’ve been properly trained. It’s not true. Do you know Jesus as your Savior? What’s your basis that 

you’re forgiven and on your way to heaven? If you know that, you’re trained. If you know John 3:16, you’re trained.  



  Remember the demoniac who wanted to go with Jesus but Jesus told him, “Return to your home, and declare how 

much God has done for you.” And he went away, proclaiming throughout the whole city how much Jesus had done for 

him.” If you know that you’re regenerate, you’re trained for ministry. Yet, before Jesus commissions them He gives 

them four warnings.  

  We must be aware of the danger. “Behold, I am sending you out as lambs in the midst of wolves.” Sharing the Gospel 

won’t make you popular. There’s danger, risk and helplessness. As Christians, we’re to be lambs and not be a threat. The 

angry evangelical hurts our impact. We may be labeled, but let’s not give Velcro to the labels a lost world hurls at us. 

Sheep aren’t threatening. That’s the way we’re supposed to be.  

  Most of the apostles were martyred. In the pioneer days of African missions, missionaries packed their belongings in 

coffins. Not expecting to return home, they planned for an easy burial. Wonderfully, we’re not sheep traveling alone. 

The Good Shepherd goes with us as we walk dangerous paths. Did you know that? When you risk for the Gospel, you’re 

never alone. Spiritual danger must not drive us to fear, but to deeper trust in the Lord.  

  We must be dependent. “Carry no moneybag, no knapsack, no sandals.” They were to travel light, not taking along 

anything unnecessary. While they weren’t to go barefoot, they weren’t to take an extra pair of sandals. To not carry a 

spare pair was to be identified with the poor. They were to trust God to provide for them to take care of their needs.  

  If we’re going to make an impact for the gospel, we must learn to travel light. We’re taught to be consumers. All those 

things we buy must be cared for and maintained. And instead of looking at life through the lens of how busy we are. We 

need to look at life and our time commitments, asking “Is this going to open more doors for the Gospel?”  

  Let me add, this highlights one of the blessings of being single. The Apostle Paul unpacks this in 1 Corinthians 7. A 

single person has greater opportunity to travel light and focus on sharing the Gospel. The Church must value and 

encourage those who are single that God can greatly use them. They have tremendous opportunities, unencumbered by a 

spouse or children. 

  Jesus’ words are anti-cultural. We’re taught to be accumulators. A man was given a tour of a castle with all of its 

luxuries. Later, he grimly remarked, “These are the things which make it difficult to die.” Let’s not allow earth to blot 

out heaven. Travel light. Be dependent on the Father to meet your needs.  

  We must be focused. Jesus wasn’t encouraging them to be rude or unfriendly, “greet no one on the road.” They were to 

be single-minded. Philippians 3:13, “But one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies 

ahead.” C.T. Stud (picture), the great missionary statesman said, “Some want to live within the sound of church or 

chapel bell; I want to run a rescue shop within a yard of hell.”  

  When William Booth (picture), founder of the Salvation Army, signed the guest book for King Edward the 7th he 

summed up his life’s work. “Your Majesty” he wrote “Some men’s ambition is art. Some men’s ambition is fame. Some 

men’s ambition is gold. My ambition is the souls of men.”  

  Though Jesus uses hyperbole, they were to avoid long, meaningless conversations and neglect the mission. With all of 

our distractions from our gadgets, we have to work and pray for God’s help to stay focused.  

  Jesus was the friend of sinners because He went to their social gatherings. Jesus though never went just to socialize. He 

went with a purpose, to seek and save the lost. Please go to social gatherings but go with a Kingdom purpose. The 

harvest worker’s focus is: “Where is this person at spiritually and how can I be a part of bringing him or her to the 

Lord?” 

  We must be content. “Do not go from house to house. Whenever you enter a town and they receive you, eat what is set 

before you.” The Jews had a long list of dietary rules, but Jesus was telling them to not get caught up with ceremonial 

purity, that the food they were served followed all the minutia of Jewish traditions. He’s reminding them that they’re on 

a mission. And once they’d landed, they weren’t to shop around for better lodgings and menus. They were to eat what 

was set before them.  

  We must learn to be content. We must grow in flexibility. Back then, like today, they had “ministers” who were always 

looking for a better deal. Christian workers are not to use their calling to manipulate people and for their own financial 

gain. We must be content with what God gives us. 

  Prosperity Theology was repugnant to Jesus, yet it’s loved in America. What is Prosperity Theology? Prosperity 

Theology teaches that “financial blessing and physical well-being are always the will of God…that faith, positive speech, 

and donations to religious causes will increase one’s material wealth.” In other words, God can be manipulated into 

giving us what we want. Countless naïve people are manipulated into giving, believing that if they do so, God will give 

back to them. It’s Prosperity Theology.  

  I was disappointed that President Trump had Paula White (picture), a Prosperity Theology minister, pray at his 

inauguration. She, along with Joel Osteen, Joyce Meyer, Creflo Dollar (to name a few) are enemies of the Gospel. 

They’re heretics, teaching that God wants us rich. They take advantage of the biblically naïve, filling their own pockets. 



Just one example. Joel Osteen (picture) is worth $40 million dollars and lives in a $10 million dollar house. How can 

that be justified when so much of the world has never heard the Gospel? We’re to be rich in godliness and good works.  

  While God doesn’t want pastors to take a vow of poverty. Ministers of the Gospel are not to live in opulence. I love J.C. 

Ryle (picture). He warms my heart. He said: “We must strive to live like men whose first thoughts are about the 

immortal soul. We must endeavor to pass through the world like men who are not yet home, and are not overmuch 

troubled about the fare they meet with on the road and at the inn. Blessed are they who feel like pilgrims and strangers 

in this life, and whose best things are all to come.”   

   

4. Message: Do you proclaim the kingdom of God by your life and lips? “Heal the sick in it and say to them, ‘The 

kingdom of God has come near to you.’” They were to share the Gospel with their actions, “heal the sick” and words, 

“the kingdom of God has come near you.” How does this apply to us today? We’re to minister to the sick, poor, 

divorced, immigrant, fatherless, prisoners, addict and gay. We’re to be Jesus to a lost world. Our message is the kingdom 

of God, the rule and reign of Jesus Christ in hearts and lives. It’s manifested by following Jesus and His teaching.  

  Do you understand the good news of the kingdom well enough to articulate it? The New Testament has several short 

synopses of the message. Romans 5:8, John 3:16 and 2 Corinthians 5:21 are summations of the Gospel. There are many 

passages where the Gospel is summarized. Every Christian ought to be able to articulate the Gospel. Can you? Do you?  

  Are you articulating the Gospel? Are you thinking, when you go to that restaurant and you might go there every 

month, “I want to develop a relationship with the staff so I think I'm going to try and sit at the same table every time and 

talk to that waiter or waitress, and build up a relationship and share the Gospel.” Are you thinking about that in relation 

to where you shop? We must constantly think: “Where can I articulate the Gospel?” and then articulate it. If you’re a 

disciple-making disciple, you’ll be thinking about that. It’s not our responsibility to affect the response. That’s up to 

God. Our responsibility is to faithfully share the good news and seek to make disciples.  

  Does your life show the evidence of the Gospel that you’re called to proclaim to others? Is the kingdom of God 

evident in your life? Jesus tells the disciples to proclaim, “The kingdom of God has come near to you,”  

  He tells them to do this in the context of their having done what? Having healed the sick. They were a personal 

manifestation of the kingdom's power before they proclaimed the kingdom. When the Gospel is in a life, there’s a huge 

change. Is the Kingdom evident in your life? Can somebody say, “You know, I see the Gospel is at work in that woman's 

life. I see something different. I see different priorities. That man loves God not stuff. He believes what the Bible says, 

not what the prevailing culture around him says. Her ethics bear the marks of believing in Jesus and embracing the 

teaching of God in the Scripture as opposed to the relativistic culture that pervades.”  

  If you’re a Christ-follower, there should be evidence that confirms the Gospel. Are you proclaiming the kingdom of 

God by your life and lips? 

 

5. Urgency: Do you live and share the Gospel in light of eternity? Look at verses 10-16. The message of the Gospel is 

good news, good news for those who accept it. But it’s bad news for those reject it.  

  There’s no one city in all of Scripture more associated with judgement than Sodom. Let me update this. If today I said 

God was going to pour out His judgement on San Francisco or New York, most of us wouldn’t be surprised. Jesus’ 

hearers were well acquainted with the judgement God had poured out on Sodom, Tyre and Sidon. They’re three of the 

vilest cities in Old Testament history. Jesus, though, puts in the same category – Bethsaida, Chorazin and Capernaum. 

He compares three of the worst cities with three of the most “moral.” It would be like saying God’s deserved judgement 

was going to fall on Brookfield and Burlington. By our standards, these three Jewish cities weren’t vile. They listened to 

Jesus, let Him teach and do miracles. They didn’t reject Him. They were just ambivalent, apathetic.  

  It’s a terrible thing to not accept the Gospel. But is that not America? Is that not much of our community? They’re not 

anti-God, they’re just ambivalent. This breaks my heart. Some of you come week after week, but you’ve never accepted 

the Gospel. You’re not anti-gospel, you’re just ambivalent.  

  Scripture warns to not accept Christ is to reject Him and ultimately to face judgement. And Jesus says judgement is 

worse for those who hear and reject than for those who’ve never heard.  

  The real warning that we must take to heart is this: These cities that Jesus warns of terrible judgment to come were 

religious cities, familiar with Jesus’ message and miracles. Sodom, Tyre and Sidon were debauched Gentile cities. His 

warning is that those who sit in church and yet remain unmoved by the offer of peace with God through Christ, those 

who are familiar with spiritual truths, who refuse to submit to Jesus as Lord, religious people will be judged far more 

harshly than raw pagans who are ignorant of the Gospel. Sodom had no Bible. Most of us have three or four.  

  Judgement is coming! While we must be wise and sensitive, we can’t grab someone by the lapel and scream warnings 

about hell. But do we have a sense of the urgency of our mission? “That day” (vs. 12), the day of judgment is coming 



soon. Are we warning people that unless they repent they will face God’s judgment? Yet, they can have peace with God 

if they’ll trust in Christ. Time is short; we must keep eternity constantly in view. 

  During the 1981 Byron Nelson Golf Tournament in Dallas, a massive tree limb broke off and fell on a spectator who 

was killed instantly. It happened near the third hole where Charles Coody (picture) was playing. Shortly after the 

accident, Coody was interviewed. He said, “After running over and seeing the accident, I tried to play golf, yet I had no 

desire to play after that. All of a sudden those three foot putts didn’t seem all that important.” The suddenness and 

certainty of death must instill a sense of urgency in us who know what Jesus taught about the judgment to come. We 

must pray for openings with lost people. We must pray for more laborers. We must pray that God’s people will work in 

the harvest with passion. We must clearly proclaim the message, that Jesus is Lord, and that people must accept His offer 

of peace now or face the terrible consequences later. 

  Why don’t we? One reason is we’re often so caught up in our relationship with the one who needs the Gospel, we 

“soften up” the message. Our friendship takes priority over their final destination. Because we have a long term 

relationship, we don’t feel the urgency to tell it all and tell it directly. We pull our punches and their eternal soul is on the 

line. Friendship evangelism has the danger of putting the friendship above evangelism.  

 

Conclusion: What’s your response to the Gospel? Jesus said the day of judgement will be the worst for those who 

worshipped in Bible-believing-preaching churches but never committed their lives to Christ. If we’ve heard the message 

of salvation, we need to respond to Jesus in faith. Jesus could hardly make it any clearer than He does in this passage.  

  Josh McDowell tells of an executive headhunter who recruits corporate executives for large firms. This headhunter told 

McDowell that when he interviews an executive, he likes to disarm him. “I offer him a drink,” said the headhunter, “take 

off my coat, undo my tie, throw up my feet and talk about baseball, football, family, whatever, until he's all relaxed. 

Then, when I think I've got him relaxed, I lean over, look him square in the eye and say, ‘What's your purpose in life’” 

He said, “It's amazing how top executives fall apart at that question.” But then he told about interviewing one fellow 

recently. He had him all disarmed, had his feet up on his desk, talking about football. Then the headhunter leaned over 

and said, “What's your purpose in life, Bob?” And this executive said, without blinking an eye, “To go to heaven and 

take as many people with me as I can.” "'For the first time in my career,' said the headhunter, 'I was speechless.'" 

  What’s your purpose in life? Too often we’re like those Chinese fishermen: “It’s not convenient…We are busy…” 

Everyone we meet is going to spend eternity somewhere. Some may be going into eternity soon. Are you partnering with 

others, praying for the harvest and more workers? Do you have a sense of mission to labor in the harvest field? Do you 

live and speak the message in a way that honors Christ? Do you remember that it’s an urgent warning and to refuse the 

offer means certain judgment?  

  In light of eternity, the gospel is everything. We’re Jesus’ messengers. Are you praying and working in your part of the 

harvest field? Are you part of Jesus’ Kingdom Task Force?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


