
Jesus’ Joy                                                                                       Luke 10:17-24  

Luke: Finding Jesus                                                                               Sermon 47 

 

What gives you the greatest joy? When that question is asked you’ll get responses like my boyfriend or girlfriend, my 

grandchildren, helping the needy, making love, having time to do the things I enjoy without having to think about 

anything else, my puppy, watching karma catch up to someone, salsa dancing, family and friends. One person responded, 

“Saturday morning, my favorite music and a full tank of gas.” According to a USA Today survey, 36% responded that 

what gave them the greatest joy was a clean house.  

  It seems every talk show, self-help book and magazine has their own idea of how to find joy. Seven steps to joy! Five 

steps to a happy life! If you Google: “How to find joy,” you’ll get 200 million results in less than a second.  

  Whatever gives us the most joy reveals our true values. If you have your Bibles, I’d invite you to turn to Luke 10. 

We’re looking at verses 17 to 24 (p. 868). You’ll remember from last time that Jesus sends 70 disciples out to share the 

Gospel with specific directions. They’re to team up with someone in the Gospel ministry, pray for more laborers to join 

them, labor and share the Gospel with their lives and lips, and there’s an urgency with the mission.  

  Here we have their report as they return to Jesus. They’re ecstatic with how things have gone, ecstatic with the response 

they’ve had. Jesus joins them in their joy, rejoicing in their wonderful report. Then, He directs them to a deeper reason 

for rejoicing. By doing so, He points us to the thing that we ought to rejoice about and delight in the most. 

  Luke 10 is about priorities. That theme is repeated throughout this chapter. The section we want to talk about today 

unpacks The Priority of the Heaven and knowing you’re going there. Our passage comes in four parts. Verses 17 to 19 

recounts their report of God using them. Verse 20 is Jesus’ response to them where He explicitly tells them what they 

ought to rejoice in. Then in verses 21 and 22, we have recorded a prayer that Jesus prays to His Father that’s full of joy. 

Finally, in verses 23 and 24, Jesus turns back to His disciples and exhorts them with how blessed they are. So be on the 

lookout for these things as we share God's Word this morning. Let’s pray.  

  Do you regularly rejoice? Are you known as a person of joy? Could you list out five things that give you great joy? Or, 

would it be easier to list out five things that bug you? Jesus has joy and came to give us joy. Aren’t you weary of 

negativity? Don’t you love it when you see someone genuinely delighting in something? What do you delight in?  What 

gives you great joy?  

  Three times in these verses we find the words joy or rejoicing. This is the only passage in the Gospels where we’re told 

Jesus rejoices in something. The Gospels tell us repeatedly that He has compassion, or that He grieves and weeps over 

death. But only in this one passage in all of the Gospels are we told what Jesus rejoices over. So do you know what Jesus 

rejoices over? It’s what ought to cause us to rejoice and it’s what we want to talk about today. If you’re taking notes… 

 

1. There is the great joy of God’s victory over Satan. It’s a thrill to serve Jesus. There’s nothing greater than 

spiritual victory. We can well understand the joy of the seventy as they return to report their victories to Jesus. It’s like a 

missionary coming home to report victories from the field. It’s exciting to see what God is doing!  

  Joy is the right word because they’re celebrating what God had done, not simply what they’d done. It’s the difference 

between happiness and joy: we can be happy with ourselves and what happens, joy though only comes when we get 

outside of ourselves and glorify God. Happiness may be self-centered; joy is always God-centered. These lay witnesses 

had joy because they knew that what had happened was a God-thing. Knowing it’s all of God helps protect us from one 

of the greatest temptations of success – pride.  

  a. We have joy because we have power over the demonic army, “The seventy-two returned with joy, saying, 

‘Lord, even the demons are subject to us in your name!’ And [Jesus] said to them, ‘I saw Satan fall like lightning from 

heaven’.” Lightning graphically depicts a power of dazzling brilliance that’s suddenly snuffed out. Jesus had seen Satan 

snuffed out by the powerful works of His followers, but it wasn’t their power. It was in Jesus’ name.  

  It’s a bit like this. If I were to go to Jeff Bezos’ (picture) personal bank, stand in line for a teller and when it was my 

turn, ask for $1 million dollars from Jeff Bezos’ account, the teller would say, “Sir, I have no authority to give you those 

funds. I’m sorry." But if I removed a check from my pocket signed by Jeff Bezos himself, she’d smile wanly, excuse 

herself to make sure the check was authentic verify my identity, and then give me $1 million. The difference is in the 

authorization granted by Jeff Bezos’ signature. It’s the power to transfer funds "in his name." A power of attorney is 

similar. Some of you have been given the power of attorney to make legal decisions on behalf of a relative. That 

relative’s witnessed signature at the bottom of the document grants you authority to act on their behalf, in their name. 

  Scholars are divided on what, ‘I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven’” alludes to. Some believe that it’s Satan’s 

original fall (Isaiah 14:12). Others think Jesus had in mind His vanquishing of Satan during His temptation in the 

wilderness, or that He’s referring to Satan’s subjection to Jesus’ own ministry of casting out demons. It could be the 



prophetic crushing of Satan’s head at the Cross or Satan’s further sentencing at the end of the age when Satan will finally 

be cast into the lake of fire.  

  The vivid imagery of flashing lightning, flashing and then gone, suggests another wonderful explanation. That this fall 

is Satan’s kingdom being destroyed one rescued soul at a time through the seventy’s evangelistic ministry. As there is 

joy in heaven when a soul repents, there is anguish in hell, and this continues throughout the history of the Church. 

Every time you and I lead someone to Christ, Satan is handed another defeat. Because that’s what it takes, the defeat of 

Satan to save a soul. And when God saves us, He delivers us from the domain of darkness and transfers us to the 

kingdom of His beloved Son (Col. 1:13). We can’t free ourselves from this bondage to Satan. God must do it for us (2 

Tim. 2:25-26). It’s the power of Jesus name!  

  b. We have joy because we have protection from demonic evil. “Behold, I have given you authority to tread on 

serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy, and nothing shall hurt you.” Most likely this is figurative. 

Snakes and scorpions were symbolic of evil. The emphasis is on “nothing shall hurt you.” Satan and his evil minions, as 

in the case of Job, can do nothing to us without God’s permission. In the war with Satan, Jesus’ ministry is D-Day. But 

like World War II, though defeated, the enemy would not give up. Satan will continue to attack and seek to destroy them. 

It’s why Jesus adds these words of encouragement. Though the mission had ended, the power to tread on the “old 

serpent” had not.  

  We have the authority to resist the devil. God’s power constrains Satan’s power in our lives. We can escape his 

temptations. Through the ministry of the Spirit, He will keep us safe until we ultimately reach glory. We may suffer 

hardships, but in the end, we’re “more than conquerors” (Romans 8:37). Don’t believe Satan’s diabolical lie that we are 

powerless before him.  

  It’s not an uncommon story. Recently, I read of an indigent man who was found dead in a small, shabby room he rented 

on a weekly basis. He’d been a familiar sight on the streets of Chicago for about twenty years, always dressed in rags and 

eating out of garbage cans. Neighbors became concerned because they’d not seen him for a few days. He was dead in his 

bed. An autopsy revealed he’d died of malnutrition, but a money belt found around his waist contained $23,000. Here 

was a man living in poverty, peddling newspapers for a living, yet he had lots of money. He could have lived in a nice 

hotel instead of a little rundown room. He could have eaten decent food instead of sifting through garbage. But he didn’t 

use what belonged to him. We need to know what belongs to us. Satan is a defeated foe. We need to know what spiritual 

authority we have over him and we must use it!  

 

2. There is the greater joy of eternal life. Our greatest thrill is our salvation. “Nevertheless, do not rejoice in this, 

that the spirits are subject to you, but rejoice that your names are written in heaven” (vs. 20).   

  One of the greatest accomplishments in sports this year takes place later today, Super Bowl 51 (Riseup!) but it’s 51. 

Later this month Hollywood celebrates the 89th Academy Awards but it’s 89. Satan falling, stepping on snakes and 

scorpions – that’s the spiritual Super Bowl on this side of heaven. 

  But Jesus says winning the spiritual Super Bowl is like winning at Monopoly. It’s fulfilling but it’s still temporary. 

What should be our greatest cause of joy is “that your names are written in heaven.”  

  Our world is enamored with power and winning. But this is not about this world or temporal victory. It’s what God has 

done for us in Jesus.  

  While Satan is cast down from heaven, Christ-followers are part of the everlasting heavenly census. Our joy is not in 

success; it’s in our salvation. Doing is nothing, what God has done is everything. In fact, you can do great miracles, you 

can cast out demons and still go to Hell. Judas did.  

  In Matthew 7:21-23, Jesus said, “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but the 

one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. On that day many will say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy 

in your name, and cast out demons in your name, and do many mighty works in your name?’ And then will I declare to 

them, ‘I never knew you; depart from me, you workers of lawlessness’.” As wonderful as their miracles were, the 

greatest miracle is the salvation of a lost soul. Our greatest joy is not in what we do; it’s what God has done. No one is 

going to heaven because they deserve to go there. Heaven is not for great people, it’s only those who have received 

God’s grace. This concept of a heavenly register is repeated several times in Scripture.   

  Recently, I had some cavities filled. I’m thankful for painkilling meds. The discovery of chloroform has saved the 

world a lot of pain. It was one of the first painkillers. In 1847, Scottish obstetrician, Sir James Simpson (picture), was 

the first to demonstrate the anesthetic properties of chloroform and helped popularize the drug for use in medicine. 

Someone once asked Dr. Simpson, “What do you regard as your greatest discovery?” The questioner naturally expected 

the answer, “the discovery of chloroform.” But instead Dr. Simpson answered, “My greatest discovery was when I 

discovered that Jesus Christ is my Savior.” My friend, have you made that discovery? Is your name written in the Book 

of Life?  



  We rejoice that our name is “written in heaven” because God sovereignly chose to write it there. We rejoice that our 

names are written in Heaven because at the end we’ll see Jesus (2 Cor. 5:8). We rejoice that our names are inscribed 

above because one day we’ll be glorified and eternally transformed (1 John 3:2). We rejoice that our names are written in 

Heaven because “an eternal weight of glory far beyond all comparison” (2 Cor. 4:17), awaits us there. We rejoice that 

our names are penned in Heaven because we are “co-heirs with Christ” (Rom. 8:17). How did our names get listed 

along with His? The same divine hand that wrote our names in the Book of Life above put us in the will. What grace! 

Are you in God’s Book? Are you rejoicing that your name is written there?  

  Sometime in 1980, Iain Murray visited aging Dr. D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones (picture). Iain Murray had at one time been 

Dr. Lloyd-Jones’ Assistant Minister. The famous preacher was nearing death and could only sit up for an hour or two 

each day. Lloyd-Jones was perhaps the most powerful English preacher in the 20th century. He’d preached to thousands, 

seeing many come to faith in Christ. He had a leading role in establishing evangelical institutions like Tyndale House 

and the Westminster Conference. Iain Murray asked Dr. Lloyd-Jones, “How are you coping now that your ministry is so 

confined?” And Dr. Lloyd-Jones replied, “Do not rejoice that the demons are subject to you in my name, but rejoice that 

your name is written in heaven.” And then he added, “I am perfectly content.”  

 

3. There is the greatest joy of Divine Fellowship. Jesus’ greatest joy was His relationship with the Father and the 

Holy Spirit. “In that same hour He rejoiced in the Holy Spirit…All things have been handed over to Me by my Father, 

and no one knows who the Son is except the Father, or who the Father is except the Son and anyone to whom the Son 

chooses to reveal him’.” Jane left for Texas to be with her parents this week. I can’t wait until she comes home 

Wednesday. Now I’m very close to my children. I’m thankful I can spend time with Charity and Ben. I’m blessed with 

many friends. But there’s a uniqueness in my closeness with Jane.   

  Far beyond human relationships or our understanding, there’s a uniqueness in the relationship in the Trinity. This is the 

only instance we have on record of Jesus rejoicing. “In that same hour He rejoiced in the Holy Spirit.” Three times 

we’re told that Jesus wept. Here only are we told that He rejoiced. 

  Is any joy greater than seeing Satan fall? Is any joy greater than knowing we have eternal life? Yes, there is. This is the 

greatest joy of all – it’s the joy that God the Son has in God the Spirit and God the Father. It’s far beyond us. The word 

Luke uses here for rejoiced is more intense than any other word for joy, including the other ones he’s already used in this 

passage. The Greek word means exuberant ecstasy, complete exultation in the fullness of joy. The greatest joy possible 

exists within the Godhead, within the triune being of God, who exists eternally as one God in three persons.  

  Because Jesus is God His joy is perfect, unspoiled and undiminished by sin. This joy at the heart of the universe is 

rejoicing within the Godhead where God is both the subject and object of His own joy. Jesus is so overwhelmed by it, 

that in a spontaneous outburst He rejoiced out loud.  

  How do you picture God? How do you see Jesus? Do you picture joy, perfect joy? Probably not. The happiest person is 

God. Too many of you don’t know that because you hang out with the wrong people.  

  Whoever wins tonight will be very happy. What’s going to happen to that joy though in a few days, or a week or two? It 

will be gone. It’s why lost people have to look for some new thrill. Their joy drains out so quickly.  

  Do you know who some of the biggest party poopers are? Religious people. Some of you don’t have joy because you 

hang out with religious people.  

  Do you know Jesus? Be honest. Would you want the joy that you have? Would others around you describe you as 

having “the joy of the Lord?” Are you surprised then if they don’t want what you’ve got? In fact, they’re hoping they 

don’t and that you’re not contagious.  

  Many lost people think that God can’t be happy because they’ve met some of His so-called people. They’re no fun, just 

little black rain clouds. If you’re like that and you’re going to be in Heaven, they’re not sure they want to go. I wonder if 

that’s why pagans joke about Hell being fun because too many Christians look like they’re going through Hell now. And 

they don’t want to be with miserable people in Heaven if those going to Heaven look like Hell.  

  This is beyond our finite minds. God the Father, God the Son and God the Spirit for eternity coexist, share attributes, 

perfect love, perfect joy. No sin contamination. God is the happiest person there is. No one will ever be as happy as God 

and those who truly know Him should be the most joyful individuals you’ll ever meet…because they know the Creator 

of joy!  

    

4. There is joy in what He has revealed to us. Today if you want to make a point, give your message credibility, what 

do you do? You enlist some doctor, someone in a white coat, or with earned degrees to substantiate your point. The suits 

in Jesus’ day were scribes and Pharisees. So what Jesus says is shocking? “I thank You, Father, Lord of heaven and 

earth, that You have hidden these things from the wise and understanding and revealed them to little children; yes, 

Father, for such was Your gracious will.”  



  a. God has revealed His truth to humble, unsophisticated children. In contrast to the notion that these profound truths 

are only for the sophisticated and educated, Jesus said that God has revealed them to “little children.” The word is 

literally infants. Babies don’t have anything to boast about. They haven’t achieved anything. They’re not educated. Only 

those who humbly admit their inability to figure out spiritual things for themselves, apart from God’s opening their eyes 

and His revelation to them – can be saved. It’s all of God and all of grace. God reveals it and God gets all the glory.  

  The unlearned in this case were 70 fishermen, carpenters, tax collectors – common people. They’re the humble who are 

open to being enlightened. Jesus can’t nor will He help someone who thinks they’re too smart.  

  Was Jesus promoting ignorance as some virtue? No. God doesn’t love ignorance. He just hates conceit. Understanding 

of God’s truth doesn’t depend on natural abilities or education. If that were the case, much of the world would be shut 

out of Heaven. Often you’ll find that those most desperate for truth are the ones who rush to the Cross.  

  Infants are totally dependent, yet that’s the only way we can come to God. Salvation doesn’t depend on human will or 

effort. It depends totally on God’s mercy. Luther (picture) comments, “Here the bottom falls out of all merit, all powers 

and abilities of reason, or the free will men dream of, and it all counts as nothing before God; Christ must do and must 

give everything.” Salvation, spiritual enlightenment is all because of God’s sovereignty and providence.  

  How else do we explain the light God has given to Western Civilization? It’s not because we’re good people or smarter. 

Why is the Middle East blinded by the darkness of Islam but America has seen God’s light? Sadly, because of our 

hardheartedness and arrogance, we’re becoming the spiritually darkened and God’s light is shining in Africa and China. 

It’s certainly not that we’re more deserving. It’s only because of God’s grace.  

  A powerful example of this kind of teachable and humble spirit can be seen in the life of Dr. Eta Linnemann. Before 

Dr. Linnemann (picture) became a Christian, she was an esteemed New Testament scholar and theologian. Her 

educational credentials were impeccable. She’d studied under the masters of form criticism, like Rudolf Bultmann and 

was one of the top Bible scholars in the world. But she didn’t know Jesus. She was a bestselling author, a professor of 

theology at Braunschweig Technical University. But as her star was rising, she began to reflect on her work and lectures, 

and the Holy Spirit opened her eyes. She saw that she was serving a theological philosophy rooted in agnosticism. She 

became terribly disillusioned and drifted into alcoholism to dull her misery. But when she was at her very lowest, she 

experienced grace. God brought some vibrant Christians into her life.  

  Dr. Linnemann gave her life to Christ and her empty, blindness was radically transformed. Her alcoholism was replaced 

by a hunger and thirst for God’s Word and for fellowship with Christians. After giving her life to Christ, she served God 

for the next fifteen years at a Bible institute in Indonesia. God had revealed himself to her and it revolutionized her life.  

  b. God revealed truth to them never revealed to Old Testament saints. “Then turning to the disciples He said 

privately, ‘Blessed are the eyes that see what you see! For I tell you that many prophets and kings desired to see what 

you see, and did not see it, and to hear what you hear, and did not hear it’.” Wouldn’t it have been great to have been 

Moses and divide the Red Sea? Or, David taking out Goliath with a rock and a sling? Maybe Solomon and be so wise 

that great people from out the earth came to listen to you. Or, Daniel and prophesy what was going to happen at the end 

of the age?  

  But that’s like comparing Lake Michigan to the Pacific. Jesus says that what the disciples have seen is greater than all 

that the prophets and kings of the Old Testament saw. Read Hebrews 11. That great list of heroes of the faith is surpassed 

by the disciples because they’ve seen Jesus. They’ve seen all of God’s promises and plans fulfilled in the coming of the 

Messiah. Hebrews 11:13, “These all died in faith, not having received the things promised, but having seen them and 

greeted them from afar, and having acknowledged that they were strangers and exiles on the earth.” Prophets and kings 

looked forward to what His disciples are experiencing.  

  His disciples didn’t appreciate the blessing they’d been given. I know we don’t. Old Testament saints longed for what 

we take for granted. We won’t fully appreciate what God has given us until we meet Him in glory.  

  My friend, do you understand that the least of those who are believers in the new covenant know more about some 

things than Isaiah and David understood? Do you have any idea of that privilege? Given what you know, and given that 

you know more than those old covenant saints who looked forward for the day of Jesus and His coming…they did what? 

They rejoiced. Given that you know more than they know, are you rejoicing in your blessings as new covenant believers?  

 

Conclusion: What gives you the greatest joy? Every Christmas we hear “Joy to the World” played in stores and we sing 

it at church. A skeptic might rightly ask, “How can you sing ‘Joy to the World’ when the world is so messed up? ISIS 

and Al Qaeda are competing to see who can murder the greatest number of innocent people. Massacres in Paris and 

Orlando. Refugees seeking to escape war torn Syria. Natural disasters around the world. Our inner cities are overrun with 

violence. Sex trafficking of children is thriving. And we’re singing ‘Joy to the World’?” But it’s not because of the 

world. It’s because of heaven and what God has done in our lives.  



  John Stott told of a Salvation Army drummer in England who was beating his drum so hard the band leader finally had 

to tell him to tone it down and not make so much noise. In his Cockney accent the drummer replied, “God bless you, sir, 

since oi’ve been converted, oi’m so ’appy, oi could bust the bloomin’ drum!” That’s the kind of joy Jesus wants us to 

have.  

  We have great joy that we’re part of God’s victory over Satan. We have the greater joy of eternal life and our greatest 

thrill is our salvation. There’s joy in what God has revealed to us that even Old Testament saints have not seen.  

  But our joy is not complete. There’s one thing missing – that’s for those who don’t yet know Jesus to join us by trusting 

Him as their personal Savior. 

  As the Apostle John said, “We are writing these things so that our joy may be complete” (1 John 1:4). Their joy 

becomes our joy when they come to Christ. Do you have that joy? Have you come to Christ? Is your name written in the 

Book of Life? Are you a person of joy? Do you have Jesus’ Joy?  


