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How do you do if you’re abruptly awakened in the middle of the night, out of a dead sleep? I do okay. I tend to be a light 

sleeper, except for that one time.  

  We were living on Dardis Drive at the time. It was about 3 in the morning. I don’t know if it was the loud knocking or 

the ringing of the doorbell, but I finally realized someone’s at the door. I open it to find two of Burlington’s finest 

standing there…Never a good thing.  

  They’re looking for Harv and Bonnie Jurgensen. You’re probably thinking, “Who’s that?” That’s what I was thinking 

at 3 in the morning but I did know them. Harv and Bonnie owned a local printing company in downtown Burlington and 

lived above their print shop. Because they had no children, they asked me to be the contact person for an emergency. An 

alarm had gone off in the shop but no one could find them, so the cops came looking for me, since I was listed as the 

contact person. In my sleep stupor, it took me a few moments to put it all together. We finally found them and everything 

turned out fine. But I remember feeling like I was in a bad dream. It was all very surreal. If you’ve ever had an 

experience like that, you can relate to the story that Jesus tells in Luke 11. Please turn to Luke 11:5-13 (p. 869).  

  A. W. Tozer (picture) opened his classic work on the attributes of God with this astute observation, “What comes into 

our minds when we think of God is the most important thing about us.” Nothing is more important in your life than who 

you think God is.  

  In response to the disciples’ request that Jesus teach them how to pray, He’d just given them what we know as the 

Lord’s Prayer (verses 1-4). Like every good preacher, Jesus now illustrates the lesson. He does that by telling a story that 

they all could relate to but He’s illustrating what God is not like.  

  Luke continually portrays Jesus at prayer, indicating that prayer was an important part of Jesus’ life. This instruction in 

verses 5-13 builds on the foundational instruction of verses 2-4, what we know as the Lord’s Prayer.  

  We must first be the children of God through the new birth before we can address God as our Father and approach Him 

with our needs. We must be committed to seeking first His kingdom and glory, so that our prayers are properly 

motivated and directed. Our prayers for our needs are not just to make us happy, but for the overall aim of seeing the 

Father’s name hallowed and His kingdom brought about on the earth. 

  It’s in this context that Jesus tells a hilarious story, teaching us to approach God with boldness as His friend, persisting 

until we obtain what we need in order to minister to our friends. In verses 9-10, He applies the parable, telling us to keep 

on asking, seeking, and knocking in prayer until we get an answer. 

  Finally, in verses 11-13, Jesus changes the picture to a silly yet memorable one of a boy asking his father for a fish or 

an egg. No father would give his son a snake or a scorpion! Jesus makes this application, that if we, being evil (or 

sinners), know how to give good gifts to our kids, how much more will our Heavenly Father give good gifts to those who 

ask Him. 

  The point is that God doesn’t have a bad prayer time. The friend at midnight doesn’t go away empty-handed. The 

one who keeps asking, seeking, and knocking receives what he’s after. The story of the father and son makes the same 

point. The final application drives it all home: How much more will your Heavenly Father respond favorably to those 

who ask Him? As John Calvin (picture) said, “Nothing is better adapted to excite us to prayer than a full conviction that 

we shall be heard.” Our Heavenly Father wants to answer, wants us to come and keep on coming until He gives us what 

we need to see His kingdom come. That’s because… 

 

1. Our Heavenly Father wants us to pray boldly. Do you have friends who are great storytellers? Jesus was a great 

storyteller. He’s just shared with His disciples a model prayer and now He tells a story to illustrate it. This is very 

important. The point of this parable is that God the Father is NOT like the neighbor in bed. That’s critical to understand. 

“And He said to them, ‘Which of you who has a friend will go to him at midnight and say to him, ‘Friend, lend me three 

loaves, for a friend of mine has arrived on a journey, and I have nothing to set before him’; and he will answer from 

within, ‘Do not bother me; the door is now shut, and my children are with me in bed. I cannot get up and give you 

anything’? I tell you, though he will not get up and give him anything because he is his friend, yet because of his 

impudence he will rise and give him whatever he needs.”  

  For those of us who’ve lived in this community for a while, this isn’t all that farfetched. In pre-Walmart Burlington, if 

you needed something at midnight, you were out of luck. Jane and I moved here from Detroit in 1988. In 1988 grocery 

stores closed at 6 pm, at the latest 9 pm. We were in culture shock. We came from Detroit – stores were open 24/7.  

  If you knock on a neighbor’s door at midnight, it’d better be an emergency. This was a social emergency in that culture. 

Today it’d be like your daughter is getting married and the caterer messed up the date. You have nothing for your guests. 



But this is far worse. Even today in the Middle East, to not be a host to a guest is a failure in your sacred duty. In the 

recent movie, Lone Survivor (picture), there’s a scene of that kind of hospitality.  

  Jesus story is a spoof. Whenever He introduces a parable with a phrase like, “which of you,” He’s about to describe 

something that’d never happen. The question is a signal that the answer is “No one.” No one other than a real jerk would 

refuse to help a neighbor in need. To help is a holy obligation.  

  In Palestine travelers often travelled late in the evening to avoid the blistering heart of the midday sun. In Jesus’ story 

just such a traveler had arrived around midnight. It wasn’t enough to pull out leftovers, the guest must be served a meal 

of ample abundance. Maybe you remember Genesis 18, when Abraham entertained unexpected guests?  

  Each day bread was baked in the home that was enough for the day’s needs. If it was kept overnight, it’d grow stale and 

be uneatable. The arrival of this unexpected guest puts the host in an extreme social dilemma. His larder is empty, yet he 

must fulfill his sacred obligation of hospitality. It’d be better to anger his neighbor by waking him up than be rude to his 

guest. So he heads next door to his friend’s house.  

  Houses were very close to each other. No one would dare knock on a shut door unless it was an emergency. Doors were 

open all day. There was little privacy, until they were shut for the night. They were made of wood with an iron bar on 

brackets holding them shut. Once the door was closed, it was like a “Do Not Disturb” sign. But this seeking late night 

host is desperate.  

  You know how it is when someone is desperate to get ahold of you. They text. Then, they call. If you don’t respond, 

they’re at your door ringing the bell. Finally, they’re banging. That’s this neighbor. He’s beyond desperate.   

  Jewish homes (picture) were often one room with a small window. The floor was beaten earth covered with dried 

reeds. The room was divided into two parts, not by a partition but by a slightly raised platform. On the raised part a 

charcoal stove burned all night to keep the family warm. The entire family would sleep around the fire, sleeping on mats 

and close together to stay warm. If one person got up, it woke up the whole family. On top of that, they often brought 

their livestock in the house at night, chickens, sheep and goats. So not only did you wake up the kids, (think crying 

baby), you woke up all the animals. Plus, since houses were close, it’s not a stretch to picture waking up the whole 

neighborhood. This was a big request!  

  And this guy can’t take a hint. It’s a quadruple refusal. ‘Do not bother me; the door is now shut, and my children are 

with me in bed. I cannot get up and give you anything.” Those are all just excuses. Someone said, “An excuse is the skin 

of a reason stuffed with a lie.”  

  Many of us are masters of excuses. The issue isn’t that he could not help, but he would not. He heard the request. The 

whole house is now awake. He has bread. He didn’t want to be bothered. He didn’t want to get up and help.  

  Jesus says, “This absurd story tells you about prayer.” But what does it tell us about prayer? His point is that God the 

Father is the complete opposite of this agitated neighbor. Ultimately, this agitated neighbor responds to boldness and so 

we can be bold with the Gracious One.  

  The word impudence is difficult to translate. It means “shamelessness, insolence, audacity or boldness.” Today his 

behavior might be characterized by the Yiddish word, “chutzpah.” It’s not a compliment. The Greek word refers to 

someone who “acts without any shame or disgrace.” It’s someone who doesn’t care what others think. He brazenly asks 

for something no one else would dare to mention. We’re to have that kind of boldness in prayer.  

  Yet, how do most of us approach prayer? Most of us approach prayer like approaching Dad a few days before Father's 

Day. You know the scene. The wife and kids are quizzing Dad. “What do you want for Father's Day?” And he’s 

thinking, “But I don’t need anything.” That’s our approach to prayer most of the time. But every once in a while 

something will come along that we’re really, really passionate about, like George Bailey on the bridge praying in It’s a 

Wonderful Life (picture). But most of the time, it’s “I’m good” and Jesus looks down from the right hand of the Father 

and He’s saying, “You've got to be kidding. The world is falling apart all around you. You should be on your knees 

begging God for what you need.” 

  We must recognize the contrast between the neighbor in bed and our Heavenly Father. The man in bed is asleep; 

God never sleeps. There’s no midnight in Heaven. The man doesn’t want to be disturbed; our requests never disturb God. 

They never irritate or put a strain on our relationship. We’re to be boldly persistent in bringing our requests to our 

Heavenly Father at any hour in any situation. If a cranky, unwilling friend responds to this kind of shamelessness, how 

much more will our Friend in heaven respond! 

  Necessity drives bold prayer. The host had a need to provide for his friend and didn’t have the resources. It’s the 

awareness of great needs and our own lack of resources to meet those needs that drives us to prayer. Oftentimes we fail 

to pray because we presume upon our own sufficiency and competence. We wrongly think we can get by with just a little 

boost from God here and there. The reality is that we’re destitute of physical, mental, and spiritual resources unless God 

graciously provides them. In every situation, we must recognize our desperate need and call on God for help. 



  This need is not personal, it’s the need of someone else. If the man himself had been hungry, he’d have waited until 

the next morning to go to his friend’s house. But the need is not his; it’s his midnight guest’s need. That’s what drove 

him to his friend’s house at this unseemly hour.  

  While we should go boldly to God to find help for our own needs, we should keep in mind that the main thrust of 

prayer is not just to meet our needs, but to further the Father’s kingdom. Thus, we’re to ask for what we need to meet the 

needs of others in the name of the Father’s business. 

  He already had an established friendship. Before he went to his neighbor’s house at midnight, they were already 

friends. He’s not introducing himself for the first time that night! They had a personal relationship he’s acting upon. 

While God is often gracious to introduce Himself for the first time in response to a midnight knock on His door, the time 

to meet Him is long before the midnight need! If you know Him as a familiar friend, you’ll feel more comfortable 

banging on His door at midnight when you have to! 

  We’re to pray boldly and audaciously. We come to our Heavenly Father with the holy boldness of a confident faith. 

It’s to pray this way for a friend who’s lost and needs to come to Christ. Some of you need to pray for your children, 

your parents, maybe your spouse this way. We pray, knowing God can save them. We pray, appealing to God on the 

basis of His own character. 

  And we keep praying. This friend didn’t lightly tap once. He kept banging. It’s not that God must have His arm twisted. 

But if we don’t want what we’re asking for enough to persist in asking, then we don’t want it very much.  

  Shouldn’t we pray this way for America? Shouldn’t we pray this way for the lost fields of the world? Communist 

countries, the Islamic world, Buddhist nations? Shouldn’t we pray this way for our church? Because we don’t, isn’t this 

why we see drops of answers when God wants to shower us? Shouldn’t we pray this way for the Christ’s Church around 

the world, particularly the persecuted Church? I say this my shame. I know so little of bold, audacious prayer. Let’s grow 

together in prayer.  

  Why must we pray this way? Not because God is counting our prayers, waiting until we reach a certain number before 

He answers. But because Jesus taught us to pray with audacious boldness and to keep telling the Father what we need.  

 

2. Our Heavenly Father wants us to pray intensely. “And I tell you, ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will 

find; knock, and it will be opened to you. For everyone who asks receives, and the one who seeks finds, and to the one 

who knocks it will be opened.” One Christian had a dream that he was in heaven being escorted around by an angel. 

They passed a huge warehouse with the man’s name on it, so he asked the angel what was inside. The angel said, “Oh 

you don’t want to look in there.” Now the man’s curiosity is aroused, so he insisted. When the angel opened the door, he 

saw the warehouse was stacked from floor to ceiling with all kinds of wonderful blessings both spiritual and material. He 

asked the angel, “What’s all this? Why didn’t you want me to see it?” The angel said, “Well, I thought it would make 

you sad. You see, these are the blessings God was going to give to you, but you never asked for them.” You have not 

because you ask not. 

  There are two characteristics of the right kind of praying and they’re both here. Our prayers need to be continuous and 

passionate. The picture is of a toddler who wants you to buy them a toy, and they keep asking. There’s passion. This 

isn’t ordering at McDonald’s. It’s praying for a sick child. It’s not enough to ask once or twice. We find a combined total 

here of six times of ask, seek and knock.   

  Ask implies requesting assistance for a conscious need. We realize our lack and ask for help. The word suggests 

humility in asking. The same word is commonly used for making a request of a superior.  

  Seek denotes asking but adds action. The idea is not to just express our need, but to get up and go look for help. It 

involves effort.  

  Knock includes asking plus acting plus persevering, like someone pounding on a closed door. Picture a kid outside a 

locked door of one of his siblings.  

  The stacking of these terms is extremely forceful. The fact that they’re all present imperatives gives them even more 

punch. The text literally reads: Keep on asking and it will be given to you. Keep on seeking and you will find. Keep on 

knocking and the door will be opened to you. The person in this picture just will not stop. The door opens not because the 

voice is weary or the hands are weary but because pounding hands value what Jesus directs His followers to pray for. 

Because they believe He will answer. This is the way Jesus prayed when He’d spend the whole night in prayer. It’s how 

He prayed in the Garden of Gethsemane, where during the asking, seeking and knocking “being in agony [Jesus] prayed 

more earnestly; and His sweat became like great drops of blood falling down to the ground” (Luke 22:44).  

  The Bible is filled with instructions and examples about the importance of continuing to pray whether we see results 

quickly or not. We’re to “pray without ceasing” (1 Thes. 5:17). We’re to pray at all times and not lose heart (Luke 18:1).  

The Apostle Paul explains his own prayer practice: “With all prayer and petition pray at all times in the Spirit, and with 

this in view, be on the alert with all perseverance and petition for all the saints…” (Eph. 6:18).  



  We find countless examples in Scripture of perseverance in prayer. Nehemiah prayed for at least five months before he 

brought his petition about building the walls of Jerusalem to King Artaxerxes. Hannah prayed for years that Yahweh 

would hear her cry for a son. So did Zacharias and Elizabeth. Samuel continued to pray for the people even after they 

turned from the Lord. He considered it a sin against God not to pray for them. Job, Daniel, David and Paul are noted for 

praying throughout their lives.  

  Prayer isn’t a shopping list. Our Heavenly Father is not like the neighbor in bed, where you must keep bugging Him 

because He’s reluctant to give you what you need. God wants to test our faith. He knows when our faith has been 

sufficiently tried so that the time is right for Him to grant our requests. But the fact is, God doesn’t always answer 

according to our timetable. Prayer works as you work at prayer. And God, as our loving Father, sometimes says, “No.” 

As I look back on my life, I’m thankful for the prayers God answers. I’m also thankful for the prayers God didn’t 

answer.  

  It is one thing to talk about prayer, God’s answers and His sovereignty. It’s another thing entirely to talk about prayer, a 

deadly disease and God’s sovereignty while that disease is killing you. Dr. James Montgomery Boice (picture) was the 

Pastor of 10th Presbyterian Church in Philadelphia for 30 years. Upon learning he had cancer that eventually took his life, 

he shared this news with his church that he loved and had poured his life into. Jim Boice didn’t just love his church, he 

led it by his own powerful example. Let me share a portion of his announcement to his church about his cancer:  

  If I were to reflect on what goes on theologically here, there are two things I would stress. One is the sovereignty of 

God. That’s not novel. We have talked about the sovereignty of God here forever. God is in charge. When things like this 

come into our lives, they are not accidental. It’s not as if God somehow forgot what was going on, and something 

bad slipped by. God does everything according to His will. But what I’ve been impressed with mostly is something in 

addition to that. 

  It’s possible, isn’t it, to conceive of God as sovereign and yet indifferent? God’s in charge, but He doesn’t care. But it’s 

not that. God is not only the one who is in charge; God is also good. Everything He does is good. And what Romans 12, 

verses 1 and 2 says is that we have the opportunity by the renewal of our minds—that is, how we think about these 

things—actually to prove what God’s will is. And then it says, “His good, pleasing, and perfect will.” Is that good, 

pleasing, and perfect to God? Yes, of course, but the point of it is that it’s good, pleasing, and perfect to us.  

  If God does something in your life, would you change it? If you’d change it, you’d make it worse. It wouldn’t be as 

good. So that’s the way we want to accept it and move forward, and who knows what God will do? 

 

3. Our Heavenly Father wants us to pray relationally. Jesus began His instruction on prayer with the Father. Now as 

He brings His instructions to a close, He reintroduces paternity but shares a grotesque example. “What father among 

you, if his son asks for a fish, will instead of a fish give him a serpent; or if he asks for an egg, will give him a 

scorpion?”  

  It sounds like something out of Stephen King novel. “Daddy, can I have a fish for lunch?” “Sure” and Dad hands his 

son as scaly snake. Or, if he asks for an egg, instead of an Egg McMuffin, he hands him a Scorpion McMuffin. That’s a 

Dad from Hell. Not even a run of the mill sinful father, as we all are because we’re all sinners, would ever dream of such 

treachery.  

  It’s true, some fathers are incredibly evil, but they’re clearly the exceptions. Even bad Dads love their kids. In spite of 

our sinfulness, we love giving good gifts to our children. This grotesque paternity prepares us for God the Father’s 

gracious paternity. “If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will the 

heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him!” We, sinful shortcomings and all, still go to great lengths to 

give good gifts to our children. We work extra hours, sacrifice. We scrimp and save so we can give good gifts.  

  How much more is this true of our perfect Father in heaven! He never gives His children anything but the best. “He 

who did not spare His own Son but gave Him up for us all, how will He not also with Him graciously give us all things?” 

(Rom. 8:32). He’s given us so much, now He gives the greatest gift – His Holy Spirit, a blessing Old Testament saints 

were never given.  

  This is surprising because the Holy Spirit was never mentioned in the Lord’s Prayer and Jesus seemed to be talking 

about earthly blessings. The friend at midnight and the father’s gifts all deal with material needs. What we have here is 

the climax of the whole passage. Of all the gifts that the Father could give us, none is greater than the gift of God 

Himself in the person of His own Spirit. We fail to comprehend this only because we don’t know the greatness of the 

Spirit’s person or the scope of His work. To have the Holy Spirit is to have everything that God has to give us.  

  John MacArthur (picture) writes, “To he who asks for a gift, He gives the giver; to those who ask for an effect, He 

gives the cause; to those who ask for a product, He gives the source; to those seeking comfort, He gives the Comforter; 

to those seeking power, He gives the source of power; to those seeking help, He gives the helper; to those seeking truth, 

He gives the Spirit of truth; to those seeking ‘love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-



control’ He gives the producer of all those things. The indwelling Holy Spirit is the source of every good thing in the 

Christian’s life.”  

  While all who truly believe in Christ receive the Holy Spirit at the moment of salvation (Rom. 8:9), we all need to 

know more and more of the Spirit’s fullness in our daily walk. Whatever our needs, our greatest need is to be continually 

filled with the Spirit. So Jesus instructs us to come as needy children and ask the Father to pour out His Spirit in us and 

upon us.  

 

Conclusion: Leonard Ravenhill (picture) tells about a group of tourists visiting a village who walked by an old man 

sitting beside a fence. In a rather patronizing way, one tourist asked, “Were any great men born in this village?” The old 

man replied, “Nope, only babies.”  

  No one is born as a great person of prayer. The habit of prayer is shaped and refined on the practice field of life. In his 

book, Prayer, Philip Yancey (picture) said, “The simplest answer to the question ‘Why pray?’ is ‘because Jesus did’” If 

Jesus flooded the heavens with prayers, surely we should learn to do the same. What can we learn? What are the take 

home truths?  
  We must re-evaluate why we pray.  We need to ask, “Do I approach God like a vending machine?”  Am I coming to 

Him so He can “take my order?” Or, are am I coming to Him in prayer in an effort to cultivate a deep, abiding 

relationship with Him? Do I talk to God intimately or am I demanding, manipulative or superficial? Today people are 

eager for shortcuts. There is no shortcut in prayer. God’s blessing is anchored in our relationship to Him. We must be 

people who are honest, genuine and personal in our praying. 

  We must pray confidently.  When we come to God honestly and willing to persevere in prayer, we can be confident of 

the Father’s willingness to answer our prayers. We can be confident He will answer our prayers in His timing. We can be 

equally confident that God will not give us what is bad for us. There’s no reason to be timid in prayer. 

  We must keep praying. Maybe you’ve prayed and it seemed that you received no answer. Maybe you asked for 

something and you were disappointed with the answer. Keep talking to God. Be honest about your feelings. Let Him 

comfort you and teach you.  Let Him build up your faith even in the most confusing times of life. He loves us and 

understands our limited perspective. And someday, He will help us understand. 

  It’s easy to get discouraged. It’s easy to conclude that God isn’t listening. These parables remind us that God is not only 

listening, He’s able to do what you ask. Don’t give up. God may not do what you expect or even desire, but He’ll do 

what’s best and what’s right. He’ll do it in the lives of those you pray for, and He’ll also do it in you. 

  We must first pray for salvation. There are some here this morning and you’ve not yet entered into a personal 

relationship with God through Jesus Christ. We’ve seen that answered prayer is predicated upon relationship. If you’re a 

child of God, you can be assured that your Heavenly Father will meet your needs when you pray.  

  The first step to answered prayer is to repent of your sins and trust Christ as your Savior. Then, look again at the 

promises of prayer. God will give you the Holy Spirit to indwell your life. If you have the Spirit, you will also have the 

Source of strength when you’re weak. He’ll be your Comforter when you’re troubled. He’ll be your Guide when you 

don’t know which way to go.  

  If you need Jesus today, the first prayer you need to pray is the sinner’s prayer. You must run to the Cross and ask Jesus 

to be your Lord and Savior.  

 

 


