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When I was a teen, one of my favorite songs was Sign, Sign Everywhere a Sign by Little River Band. Do you remember 

it?  

Sign, sign, everywhere a sign 

Blockin' out the scenery, breakin' my mind 

Do this, don't do that, can't you read the sign? 

  Signs are important. All of us have had that experience where we were driving, looking for something and missed the 

sign. I don’t know how many times I’ve had to turn around and go back because I missed a sign.  

  He’s retired now, but the Burlington Police Department had a sergeant who lived in our church’s neighborhood. He 

loved to park at the corner of Amanda Street and Milwaukee Avenue. If you’re going north on Milwaukee Avenue, 

there’s a no left turn sign to turn on Amanda Street. Many would ignore the sign and make a left turn anyway, and this 

cop would pull them over. Many of them protested that they didn’t see the sign. But just because they didn’t see it, the 

sign was still there and they were guilty.   

  It’s the way many are spiritually. They protest that they didn’t see the sign, that’s there not enough evidence to believe 

the Bible or believe in Jesus. It’s not a new protest. Please turn to Luke 11:29-36 (p. 870).  

  If you were here last Sunday, you’ll remember that Jesus is dealing with hard, evil hearts. They’re so calloused that 

though they’d witnessed the exorcism and healing of a mute demon-possessed victim, they dismissed the miracle, 

accusing Jesus of casting out demons through the power of Beelzebul (Satan) and then asking for a “sign from heaven” 

(vs. 16).  

  Jesus mercifully reasoned with them, demonstrating the illogicalness of their thinking. In our text this morning Jesus 

takes up their other hardhearted demand for a miraculous sign.  

  What does the Bible mean by a “sign”? (Lift up sign with “This is not the sign.”) The word sign or signs is used some 

60 times in the Old Testament. Signs are supernatural events or miracles that confirm that a prophet or spiritual leader is 

giving God’s message. God gave Moses two signs to use as proof that God had sent Moses to deliver the Jews from 

Egypt. His shepherd’s rod became a snake and Moses’ hand became leprous, as white as snow (Exodus 4:1-9). God used 

Moses to show many great signs in Egypt, water into blood, the land filled with frogs, great darkness – 10 signs or 

plagues. Signs are miracles or supernatural events that God uses to reveal His Power and confirm His Word.  

  Jesus takes them back into their own history, recalling two historical events in the Old Testament when pagan Gentiles, 

not God’s chosen people responded to the Word, the amazing cases of Jonah and the Queen of Sheba.   

  Skepticism and scoffing has only increased since the time of Christ. The Conventional Wisdom says we need signs, or 

evidence plus human reason to arrive at the truth. When it comes to the existence of God, miracles, Jesus’ resurrection, 

contemporary sign seekers nearly salivate. They’re so excited to tell us there’s not enough evidence to prove the Bible 

and we never will have such evidence. They suggest at best we can be logical agnostics, or abandon logic and take some 

giant leap of faith. But no one can be a reasonable believer in God or the miraculous. There’s not enough evidence. 

  The Achilles heel of this assumption that evidence and reason are sufficient to arrive at the truth is that it ignores the 

need for God’s revelation to inform human reason. It ignores the inability of unregenerate minds to grasp divine 

revelation. Because of sin, the human intellect is blinded to the light of God’s revelation in Christ and the Gospel (2 Cor. 

4:4). As a blind man can look at the sun and not see a thing, someone unsaved lacks the capacity to see spiritual truth in 

and of themselves. An unbeliever can have all the evidence and logic in the world, and yet not grasp the truth of the 

Gospel unless God opens his/her eyes. That’s what Jesus is talking about in our text, Light for Dark Hearts. Only God 

can give this light.   

  Obviously, Jesus missed the latest church growth seminars on how to reach the unchurched by making your message 

user friendly and responding to “felt needs.” As the crowds increased, Jesus opened His sermon by saying, “This 

generation is a wicked generation” (not exactly the way to win friends and influence people.) He proceeds to warn them 

of coming judgment. 

  While it’s not what we want to hear, it’s what we need to hear. We need God’s Light for our Dark Hearts. Because 

the issue is not a lack of light, it’s a lack of sight. The light is everywhere. They, like today, refused to see it. Nothing 

more profoundly reveals the darkness of our hearts than the reality that God’s light is everywhere but we refuse to see it.  

  Is that you? Do you see the light? Or, are you closing your eyes to the light and signs around you? Please ask God to 

open your eyes. As we work through this passage, what can we learn? Jesus says… 

 

1. Dark hearts never have enough proof. “When the crowds were increasing, He began to say, ‘This generation is an 

evil generation. It seeks for a sign’.” This demand for a sign fits well with our modern preoccupation with evidence and 



verification. Living by faith is not intellectual suicide. God doesn’t ask us to park our brains at the door. How many signs 

did they need? It wasn’t a problem of evidence. Their hard hearts refused to believe.  

  Hadn’t they seen signs? What was Jesus’ first sign? He changed water into wine. Jesus turned the water in six huge 

stone water pots into the best aged wine, about 180 gallons of wine. Jesus made a super-abundant supply of wine, better 

than the best they’d already served. He gave sight to a man born blind, flexible joints and free movement to a paralyzed 

man brought to Him by four friends. The lame walked; the deaf heard; lepers were cleansed. He delivered a demoniac 

who lived in Gadara, a poor man chained up by the helpless people living in fear of him. He raised the dead. The widow 

of Nain’s son, Jairus’ daughter and Lazarus were all resurrected. Yet, they still demand more signs. They still had not 

seen or heard enough, and refused to trust in Him. “More,” they demanded, “Give us more. Another healing, another 

resurrection from the dead, and then we’ll believe in you.”  

  Jesus soberly confronts them, ‘This generation is an evil generation. It seeks for a sign’.” It wasn’t a lack of evidence 

of His divinity. They chose to not believe. Jesus had given many signs of His true identity as the Son of God, the Savior 

of the world. Every miracle He performed, including the demon He’d just cast out, was a sign of the Kingdom of God. 

They didn’t need more. They needed to believe the signs they’d already been given. If they didn’t believe those signs, 

what sign would they believe?  

  Their demand for another sign isn’t an indication of their willingness to believe. They’d never be convinced even when 

they saw more signs. These dark hearted people deceived themselves. It’s a warning to anyone who says, “I’ll believe in 

Jesus as soon as God gives me a sign.” God hasn’t promised to give us a sign. Rather than looking for one, we need to 

believe the Word that He has already spoken.  

  That Jesus characterizes them as evil is shocking. He wasn’t speaking to devil worshippers. These weren’t pedophiles 

or pornographers. These were boy scouts by normal human standards. They’re extremely moral, religious and God-

conscious. They’re fanatics when it came to keeping God’s Law. They had the externals down, but had evil hearts.  

  The most dangerous position is to be religious and moral without Jesus. Hell is filled with good people. No one goes to 

heaven because they’re good. Jesus can only save those who admit they’re a mess. Throughout Jesus’ ministry, it was the 

moral and religious people who hated Him and ultimately crucified Him. For Jesus to save you, you must first know how 

bad you are.  

  When His audience demanded a sign, Jesus observed they were a “wicked generation.” If that was true 2,000 years 

ago, what would Jesus say about this generation? Ours is a skeptical age. People demand proof or a sign in order to 

believe. Jesus isn’t looking for sign-seekers. Our relationship with God is based on faith. The book of Hebrews says: 

“Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see…and without faith it is impossible to 

please God.” (Hebrews 11:1, 6). Please understand, God did and still does supernatural miracles. But miracles won’t 

produce faith—faith produces miracles. Do you believe Jesus died for your sins and God raised Him from the dead? 

That’s the faith God is looking for.  

 

2. Dark hearts reject His resurrection. Because their problem wasn’t a lack of evidence, but a lack of repentance, 

Jesus tells them that no sign will be given to them except the sign of Jonah. “But no sign will be given to it except the 

sign of Jonah.  For as Jonah became a sign to the people of Nineveh, so will the Son of Man be to this generation.” 

There are two interpretations of what Jesus means by the sign of Jonah.  

  One view is that the sign of Jonah refers to Jonah’s preaching of repentance. Remember, Jonah went to Nineveh, 

preached a message of impending judgment and the whole city of Nineveh repented. The reference to the Queen of 

Sheba backs this view. She’d heard of Solomon and his wisdom, and responded favorably by traveling to Israel to learn 

from him. The common factor between Solomon and Jonah was that they presented God’s message. The common factor 

between the Queen of Sheba and the Ninevites was that they responded favorably to the message. They were also both 

Gentiles. Jesus’ preaching of judgment is the sign of Jonah in this view.  

  Most Bible students though see the sign of Jonah as the future resurrection of Jesus. The parallel account in Matthew 

12:39-40 supports this view: “But Jesus answered them, ‘An evil and adulterous generation seeks for a sign, but no sign 

will be given to it except the sign of the prophet Jonah. For just as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of 

the great fish, so will the Son of Man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth’.” 

  There are several factors in favor of this view. First, a sign was a miracle. It’s difficult to see how preaching can 

properly be called a sign. Second, Jesus doesn’t speak of Jonah’s or His own words as a sign, but rather of Jonah and 

Himself as signs. The men, not their words, are the signs. Third, Jesus uses the future tense to say that He will be a sign 

to this generation. It anticipates His resurrection. The parallel with Jonah is that Jonah was someone who, in effect, had 

“died.” He spent three days in the belly of the great fish. When he went and preached to Nineveh, Jonah was a testimony 

of God’s judgment against sin. His salvation from the belly of the fish was a testimony of God’s mercy and power to 

deliver sinners from death.  



  Jonah sinned by disobeying God’s initial command to go to Nineveh. He paid the penalty for his sin by being 

swallowed by a great fish. But when he repented, God had mercy on him. Jonah was a sign to the Ninevites of God’s 

judgment on sinners, but also of God’s mercy and power to save those who repent. Don’t miss this! Jesus assumed the 

truthfulness of the story of Jonah! 

  In the same way, Jesus’ death on the cross showed God’s awful wrath against sin, as Jesus was pierced for our 

transgressions (Isa. 53:5). His bodily resurrection three days later showed God’s power over sin and death and His mercy 

toward every sinner who trusts in Jesus. Jesus’ death and resurrection are the ultimate sign that prove He’s God’s chosen 

Messiah, the One who would save His people from their sins (Matt. 1:21). 

  Like these Jews, our need is not for more proof; our need is for repentance. God has given us all the evidence we need 

in Jesus’ resurrection. We can only come to Him on His terms through the way He has provided, through the Lamb of 

God who died for our sins and was raised for our justification. 

  Sometimes we foolishly believe we can reason someone into heaven. Ten million signs and wonders won’t convince a 

lost world to turn to Jesus. Belief is a choice, an act of the will, not a convincing the intellect. Nineveh didn’t have a 

Bible, they only had the preaching of Jonah, yet they repented. These Jews refused to believe the Old Testament that 

prophesied of Christ’s coming, of His death and resurrection. They chose not to believe  

 

3. Dark hearts reject true wisdom. What would you be inconvenienced for? How much would you be willing to be 

inconvenienced for wisdom? Most of us are willing to be inconvenienced for fun or leisure, but when it comes to 

wisdom, most of us would rather try to just Google it. “The queen of the South will rise up at the judgment with the men 

of this generation and condemn them, for she came from the ends of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon, and 

behold, something greater than Solomon is here.”  

  The Queen of the South or the Queen of Sheba, (modern day Yemen picture), went to great effort, expense and time to 

travel from southern Arabia to Israel to learn God’s wisdom through King Solomon. Jesus’ point was that the people of 

His day had the Son of God preaching God’s wisdom in their midst, but ignored Him. Yet, a pagan queen traveled 

hundreds of miles through harsh terrain to seek someone not nearly as great. 

  “Will the Queen of Sheba rise up and condemn us in the day of judgment?” We have the completed canon of God’s 

Word in our own language. Men like John Wycliffe (picture) and William Tyndale (picture) suffered terrible 

persecution to give us the Bible in our own language. Tyndale was strangled to death, his body burned so we could have 

our English Bible. Many people groups around the world don’t have a single book of the Bible in their own language. Do 

we read the Word? Meditate on it? Can we say with the psalmist, “The law of your mouth is better to me than thousands 

of gold and silver pieces” (Ps. 119:72)? Are we willing to seek after Jesus until we find our salvation in Him?  

  I read of a man in Kansas City who was severely injured in an explosion. His face was badly disfigured. He lost his 

eyesight as well as both hands. He’d just become a Christian when the accident occurred. One of his greatest 

disappointments was that he could no longer read the Bible. But then he heard about a lady in England who read braille 

with her lips. Hoping to do the same, he sent for some books of the Bible in braille, but he discovered that the nerve 

endings in his lips were too badly damaged to distinguish the characters. One day, as he brought one of the braille pages 

to his lips, his tongue happened to touch a few of the raised characters. He could feel them. In a flash he thought, “I can 

read the Bible using my tongue.” At the time this incident was reported, he’d read completely through his Bible four 

times using his tongue! What’s your excuse for not reading your Bible regularly? 

 

4. Dark hearts refuse to repent. It’s said that President John F. Kennedy’s, mother, Mrs. Rose Kennedy, (picture) was 

very delighted in her role as top mother after JFK was elected President. She’d be reading newspapers as Frank 

Saunders, her chauffeur, drove her around. Whenever she finished reading a newspaper, Mrs. Kennedy would just pitch 

the paper out the car window. Saunders warned her that they could be fined for littering. Rose’s response? “Oh, Frank. 

They know who we are!” In other words, our position puts us above all that. That was the Jews’ thinking and that was 

the problem.  

  “The men of Nineveh will rise up at the judgment with this generation and condemn it, for they repented at the 

preaching of Jonah, and behold, something greater than Jonah is here.” Nineveh repented at the preaching of Jonah. 

God was prepared to destroy the city of Nineveh, but because everyone repented, they were “saved” from God’s 

judgement. The only way anyone can escape God’s judgement for sin is to repent. Acts 3:19, “Repent, then, and turn to 

God, so that your sins may be wiped out, that times of refreshing may come from the Lord.”  

  The word “repent” means “a change of mind that leads to a change of behavior.” Literally, it means to “turn around.” 

It’s like a column of marching soldiers that turns and starts going in the opposite direction when the drill sergeant 

hollers, “About face!” Before you can approach God, you must change your mind about your sin. Instead of justifying or 

denying your sinful condition, you must admit that you’re a sinner and you can never be good enough to earn God’s 



acceptance. Then, you must be willing to turn away from your sinful behavior. It means your life takes a new direction. 

Instead of running after sin, you run from it and run to the Savior.  

  The Jews were accountable. They’d seen Jesus’ miracles. They’d heard His teaching. But they hardened their hearts. 

Today’s generation is even more accountable. We have more truth than Nineveh and more truth than Jesus’ generation. 

We have billions of Bibles, tens of thousands of churches, hundreds of radio and TV programs communicating the 

Gospel. Humanly speaking, it’s mindboggling to think that anyone could reject Jesus today.  

  Remember, Jesus said it would be more tolerable in the day of judgement for Sodom and Gomorrah than for the people 

of Capernaum. Jesus visited Capernaum, but not Sodom. One greater than Solomon is here today. One greater than Jonah 

is here today. If you reject Jesus Christ, you’ll be held much more accountable because you had access to so much more 

truth! 

 

5. Dark hearts choose darkness over light. Most of us have had the painful experience of getting up in the night and 

banging our shin against something. In addition to the pain of the bump, there’s the pain of knowing it didn’t have to 

happen. We could have avoided the problem if we’d just turned on a light.  

  Light opens a window to help us see beauty. Light exposes dangers so we can protect ourselves. Light is our friend. 

Perhaps this is why Jesus is called the Light of the World or why we’re told that God is light and in Him there is no 

darkness at all. Now Jesus gives a third illustration. But this time, it’s not from history, it’s from normal, daily life: “No 

one after lighting a lamp puts it in a cellar or under a basket, but on a stand, so that those who enter may see the 

light. Your eye is the lamp of your body. When your eye is healthy, your whole body is full of light, but when it is bad, 

your body is full of darkness. Therefore be careful lest the light in you be darkness. If then your whole body is full of 

light, having no part dark, it will be wholly bright, as when a lamp with its rays gives you light.”  

  Jesus frequently used light as an illustration. Jesus is light. God’s Word is light. But it’s not enough that the light is 

shining externally. It must enter our lives before it does any good. “The unfolding of your words gives light; it 

imparts understanding to the simple” (Ps. 119:30). The brightest light, even the sun itself can’t enable a blind man to 

see. The Jews chose to be spiritually blind. It wasn’t a lack of light; it’s a lack of sight. How much light we have depends 

on our heart. If the heart is right, our life is filled with light. If our heart is evil, all life is darkened.  

  Ray Stedman (picture) wrote, “The eye is a symbol of the mind. It is the way we look at things. The eye observes, but it 

is the mind that perceives. What Jesus is saying is that if your eye is good you have a spiritual mind that sees everything 

clearly and truly. Your whole body is full of light. Life is in focus with everything in its proper perspective.”  

  Throughout Scripture, darkness is a symbol for evil. Satan is called the prince of darkness; Jesus is the Light of the 

world. Light is a symbol of goodness and purity. Jesus described hell as a place of outer darkness. Heaven is full of light 

and doesn’t even need the sun to shine, because the glory of God illuminates it. Jesus is contrasting spiritual darkness 

and His wonderful light. But… 

  It’s easy to grow accustomed to the darkness.  Jesus said, “This is the condemnation, that the light has come into the 

world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil” (John 3:19). In this world of spiritual 

darkness, many merely adjust their spiritual sight. They’ve grown accustomed to the darkness. In the name of tolerance, 

we embrace things which used to disgust us. Alexander Pope (picture) wrote:   

“Vice is a monster of so frightful mien 

As to be hated needs but to be seen; 

Yet seen too oft, familiar with her face, 

We first endure, then pity, then embrace.” 

  It’s easy to mistake the darkness for light. Jesus warned, “Therefore be careful lest the light in you be darkness.” He’s 

warning of the danger of mistaking darkness for light. We give nice names to sin to make it more palatable. It’s not 

adultery, it’s an affair. It’s not a lie, they’re alternative facts. We’ll never see the light or deplore sin until we call sin sin. 

The darkness around us is growing darker. We’ve gotten used to the darkness and have started calling darkness light. 

  Jesus says though we live in a world full of darkness, we must choose to live in the light. We must dare to be different. 

When you embrace God’s light, you’ll have sound spiritual vision. Not only will you be full of light (vs. 36), but Jesus 

said you will be a like a lamp, giving light to others. 

  How well do you see? Do you value the things of God? Do you see clearly through the corrective lenses of Scripture? 

Or, are you spiritually blind? 

  Jesus’ warning is serious. The eternal consequences are serious. You’re either with Him and part of His kingdom or 

against Him and in Satan’s kingdom. If you’re walking with the Lord by the light of His Word, then praise Him, shine 

your light and help others to do the same. But if you recognize you’re in darkness, it’s time to get help so you can see the 

light.  

 



Conclusion: When we possess Jesus and His Word, we’re living in the light and heirs of all of the awesome privileges 

of God. But if we’re like the Jews who demanded more signs, we’re under God’s condemnation.   

  Sign, sign, everywhere a sign…but not in East Tampa. Three friends in their early 20’s were sentenced to 15 years in 

prison for removing stop signs as a prank. It resulted in the deaths of three teen-agers who drove into the path of an 

eight-ton truck in February of 1996. The three teen-age victims, all 18, were killed after a night of bowling when they 

were broadsided as they drove through an intersection where the stop sign had been removed. The stop sign was found 

on the roadside nearby. As a practical joke, these three young men had stolen as many as 19 signs along the rural roads 

east of Tampa.  

  Our passage clearly shows the lost will normally and naturally reject incontestable evidence in a broad variety of ways 

because they refuse to believe God’s Word. They see the evidence through their own perceptions rather than from God’s 

point of view. So what are the applications for us?  

  We must see the desperate need for prayer and the Word of God in our lives. God’s Word is Truth, but we need our 

eyes opened to see and understand it. Prayer petitions God to open our eyes. God has given us both His Word and His 

Holy Spirit to enable us to grasp His truth. The Word of God and prayer are the vital mainstay of the believer. 

  The Word of God and prayer must be the foundation of our ministry. Sometimes well-meaning Christians think that if 

lost people only had the Gospel clearly explained to them, they’d accept it. Our passage shows that’s not true. No one 

more perfectly proclaimed the Gospel than Jesus, yet most refused to receive it. The problem isn’t a lack of evidence, it’s 

the hearts of those viewing the evidence. The Bible proclaims the truth. The Spirit of God internally convinces the lost of 

the truth of God’s Word. Prayer petitions God to open the eyes of the spiritually blind. That’s why prayer and the 

ministry of the Word were priorities of the early church and must be our priorities.   

  We will never argue someone into the Kingdom of God or produce enough evidence to apologetically save anyone. The 

problem is not in the evidence (which we can and should present), but in the spiritual blindness of the lost. We must 

proclaim the truth and be people of prayer, but you and I can’t convert anyone. Only God can replace darkness with 

light. Salvation is a miracle which God performs and in which we’re privileged to take part. 

  We must never interpret the Scriptures from “our own grid” although we may apply them through our grid. The 

reason the Jews failed to conclude from the evidence Jesus was the Messiah was that they viewed the evidence through 

their own grid. They saw Jesus through their grid, their aspirations, ambitions, authority and understanding. That’s why 

they rejected Him.  

  Many Bible studies approach the study of the Bible from the wrong perspective. Well-meaning individuals gather 

together and seek to answer the question: What does this passage mean to me? That’s what each of those who were 

wrong about Jesus did. They viewed the evidence in the light of what it meant to them, not in the light of what it truly 

meant.  

  If you’re still neutral toward Christ, you’ve missed the signs. You’ve missed the sign that God loves you, gave His 

Son, Jesus, to die for you and the sign of His resurrection. It’s a deadly oversight. It will cost you eternally.  

  There’s no such thing as neutrality when it comes to the Gospel. The evidence from God’s Word is clear. We’re all 

sinners, deserving of the penalty of death (Romans 3:23; 6:23). God sent His Son, Jesus Christ, to die in our place, to 

take our penalty, to be our substitute so that we could have eternal life (John 3:16). And all who trust in Him for 

salvation have eternal life (John 1:12). Please don’t remain neutral any longer, my friend. Your soul is in danger. Please 

come to Jesus, run to His cross today!  

 

 

 

   

 


